
ROCK
UPON this

Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church
Iowa City, IowaThe parish share

What a history we have at St. Wenceslaus! By the 
1890’s there were over 2,000 Bohemians in Iowa City 
that needed a Catholic church to celebrate Mass. 
These recent immigrants were brick layers, masons, 
tin smiths, laborers, and carpenters. With the help 
of many of these early parishioners St. Wenceslaus 
was built in 1893. A rectory was then purchased in 
1897. Later years saw the installation of our first 
pipe organ and the construction of an addition and 
interior remodeling, with much of the labor again 
completed by parishioners. In the many years since, 
St. Wenceslaus parishioners have continued to do 
what is necessary for our church. We are blessed 
today because of their sacrifices and efforts. 

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and 
left us inspires us to leave for the next generation a 
parish community for which they can feel equally 
blessed. The Upon This Rock Campaign gives us an 
avenue to honor our past while brightening the future 
of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to our 

goal of $715,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $715,000.  
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for the 

campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese 
of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking important parish 
projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $715,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $429,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $143,000
• For parish projects: $143,000

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Contingency fund  |  $143,000
St Wenceslaus has been blessed with pastors and 
lay leaders who have addressed our needs as they 
arose. As a result, there are no major projects needing 
immediate attention at this time. However, as with 
any church that is well over 100 years old, this can 
change quickly! Campaign funds for our parish will 
be set aside for future needs which will include the 
eventual replacement of our church sound system 
and church door improvements.   

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP 
Mark Beckman, Greg Brennan, Nick Butler, Bill Wirth

“Giving to meet the needs of my brother priests, 
myself, and our seminarians is of course, a 

blessing and the Upon This Rock Campaign offers 
a valuable opportunity to address our own parish 
needs as well. Even more important is God’s call 

to fulfill our faith commitment as we live out 
our Christian discipleship. May we respond in 

gratitude for all that God has given us.”

Fr. Gary Beckman,  
Pastor of St. Wenceslaus  


