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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Joseph Catholic Church
North English, IowaThe parish share

Originally there were three Catholic churches in and 
around North English: Immaculate Conception of 
Armah, St. Bernard of Millersburg, and a small frame 
church named St. Joseph in North English. By 1963 these 
three churches came together to form our present-day 
parish of St. Joseph.

Since that time, our parish has witnessed to our Catholic 
faith and experienced plenty of changes. Initially we 
were an independent parish with our own pastor, but 
over the years we have been clustered with other 
parishes. We have successfully adapted to the changing 
circumstances and continue to promote our Catholic faith 
in North English and the surrounding communities.

Today, our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built 
and left us inspires us to leave for the next generation 
a parish community for which they can feel equally 
blessed. This inspiration moves us to meet the 
challenges we face in maintaining and improving our 
spiritual home. The Upon This Rock Campaign gives 
us an avenue to honor our past while brightening the 
future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to our 

goal, which is $88,000.  
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise beyond 

$88,000.  
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for the 

campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the Diocese of 
Davenport is paying those costs. 

 
WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $88,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $52,800
•  For seminarians’ education: $17,600
• For parish projects: $17,600

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECTS
Chair lift installation  |  $8,000
Realizing that we needed to make our church more 
accessible to older parishioners, a few years ago we 
installed a new drive-through lane where parishioners 
can be dropped off at the front door. The campaign will 
allow us to make our facilities even more accessible by 
funding the installation of a safe, easy-to-use chair lift. 
The steps leading to the basement hall are very steep 
and force many parishioners to walk around on the 
outside or to not attend various parish functions. A 
chair lift will address this concern. As we support the 
diocesan campaign, we can also help 
St. Joseph become more welcoming.

General maintenance  |  $9,600
The remaining funds will be utilized for future parish 
expenses and general-purpose parish projects. 

“As a Catholic community of faith, it is very 
important that St. Joseph Parish fully supports 

the Upon This Rock Capital Campaign to 
support our retired priests and to educate our 
seminarians. But in addition, our support of 
this campaign will directly impact our own 
local needs. May we respond in gratitude for 

all that God has given us.”

Fr. David Wilkening,    
Pastor of St. Joseph  


