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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

Saints Mary & Mathias Catholic Church
Muscatine, Iowa

The parish share
What a history we have at Saints Mary & 
Mathias Parish! Our first church dates to 1842, 
our first school to 1858, and our current church 
to 1910. Our longest-serving pastor, Fr. Philip 
Laurent, served as pastor of St. Mathias for 51 
years! More recently, in 2008, many parishioners 
helped fund the Mazzuchelli Center, which 
houses our Faith Formation program and our 
Catholic middle school. 

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built 
and left us inspires us to leave for the next 
generation a parish community for which they 
can feel equally blessed. 

The Upon This Rock Campaign gives us an 
avenue to honor our past while brightening the 
future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising at the parish level:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up 

to our goal, which is $1.14 million.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $1.14 million.
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. All 
the money raised will be used for campaign 
projects benefiting the diocese or parish.

This is an opportunity to support our priests 
and seminarians while also undertaking 
important parish projects.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO
Parish goal  |  $1.14 million
• For priests’ retirement, health care: $684,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $228,000
•  For parish projects: $228,000

See the back of this page for more details about the 
parish needs that we hope to address through the 
Upon This Rock Campaign.

“Over the years Saints Mary & Mathias has been served 
by so many priests who have given their lives in service 
to the Gospel and to the people of Muscatine. The Upon 
This Rock Campaign is a chance for us to help provide 

for the needs of our retired priests and for the education 
and formation of those men the Lord is calling to serve 
as our future pastors and parochial vicars. The parish 

share will help us to meet some of our more recent needs 
right here at home. May the Lord move us to respond in 

gratitude for the gifts He has given us!

Fr. Chris Weber,
Pastor of Saints Mary & Mathias



Major Repairs to the St. Mathias Organ    
$50,000-$150,000
 Did you know that portions of our beautiful pipe 
organ are over 165 years old! Built from parts 
salvaged from the original organ (which dates to 
1856), our current organ was dedicated in 1917. It 
underwent rebuilding in 1941 and again in 1981. It 
has been maintained over the years by dedicated 
volunteers, but it is once again in need of major 
repairs. Better than 10% of its over 1,000 pipes are out 
of commission. The wiring dates to the early 1900s, 
and the leather valves that control the airflow have 
begun to deteriorate. Our organ needs a significant 
amount of attention, and there are repairs we can 
begin to work on at any price point.

Bob Bahn  |  James Nepple  |  Mark Rauenbuehler  |  Jean Reynolds  
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Improvements to Our Sound System    
$25,000-$35,000
We are called to preach the word in-season and out, but what 
good does it do to preach if the people can’t hear?! We are 
blessed with a quality sound system, but even with the best, 
most expensive sound system, reverberation and ambient 
noise are huge problems for those with hearing loss. Hearing 
Loops provide users with a clear sound by removing these 
distractions and enhancing clarity, as well as amplification, 
directly to the user’s ear when they are wearing compatible 
hearing aids.

Ring Those Bells  |  $20,000-$40,000
 The decision was made a few years ago to stop using the 
bells in our bell tower that rely on a swing system to make 
them ring. The concern is that repeatedly swinging the bells 
will cause additional stress on the bell tower that may lead 
to costly damage. Some of our bells have been refitted with 
electromagnetic strikers, which allow them to ring without 
having to be swung. Once we finish outfitting all the bells with 
electromagnetic strikers the full chorus of the bells of Saints 
Mary & Mathias will ring out the Lord’s praises once again!
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