
Prayer of Pope Francis 

"I ask you to pray the Our Father for peace in Ukraine, now and throughout this Day. 

 

"Let us ask God to grant that the country may grow in the spirit of kinship, and that all hurts, 

fears and divisions will be overcome. We have spoken about the Holocaust. But let us think too 

that [in Ukraine] millions of people were killed. They are a people who have suffered; they have 

suffered from hunger, suffered from much brutality and they deserve peace. 

 

"May the prayers and supplications that today rise up to heaven touch the minds and hearts of 

world leaders, so that dialogue may prevail and the common good be placed ahead of partisan 

interests. 

 

"Please, no more war." 

 

(Pax Christi, USA) 

 

Pope Francis’ Prayer for Peace: Lord God of peace, hear our prayer! 

 

We have tried so many times and over so many years to resolve our conflicts by our own powers 

and by the force of our arms. How many moments of hostility and darkness have we experienced; 

how much blood has been shed; how many lives have been shattered; how many hopes have 

been buried… But our efforts have been in vain. 

Now, Lord, come to our aid! Grant us peace, teach us peace; guide our steps in the way of peace. 

Open our eyes and our hearts, and give us the courage to say: "Never again war!"; "With war 

everything is lost". Instill in our hearts the courage to take concrete steps to achieve peace. 

Lord, God of Abraham, God of the Prophets, God of Love, you created us and you call us to live 

as brothers and sisters. Give us the strength daily to be instruments of peace; enable us to see 

everyone who crosses our path as our brother or sister. Make us sensitive to the plea of our 

citizens who entreat us to turn our weapons of war into implements of peace, our trepidation 

into confident trust, and our quarreling into forgiveness. 

Keep alive within us the flame of hope, so that with patience and perseverance we may opt for 

dialogue and reconciliation. In this way may peace triumph at last, and may the words "division", 

"hatred" and "war" be banished from the heart of every man and woman. Lord, defuse the 

violence of our tongues and our hands. Renew our hearts and minds, so that the word which 

always brings us together will be "brother", and our way of life will always be that of: Shalom, 

Peace, Salaam!  

Amen. 



Prayer for Peace in Ukraine (Written by: Jane Deren, Ph.D.) 

 

O Prince of Peace, 

Once more we hear the guns of war, 

Once more we see the faces 

Of frightened children. 

 

We pray for the people of Ukraine, 

That they may be granted peace; 

We pray for the people of Russia, 

That they may demand peace; 

We pray for our country, 

That we may be a positive part 

Of peacemaking in this world. 

 

O Prince of Peace,  

Lead us from this dark time 

To a deeper understanding  

Of the global human family, 

So all may break bread together 

In the secure embrace of peace. 

 Amen.  

 

Collects: Mass in Time of War or Civil Disturbance 

 

O God, merciful and strong, 

who crush wars and cast down the proud, 

be pleased to banish violence swiftly from our midst 

and to wipe away all tears, 

so that we may all truly deserve to be called your children. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

O God, author and lover of peace, 

to know you is to live, to serve you is to reign; 

defend against every attack those who cry to you, 

so that we, who trust in your protection, 

may not fear the weapons of any foe. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 



Collects: Mass for the Preservation of Peace and Justice 

 

O God, who have revealed 

that peacemakers are to be called your children, 

grant, we pray, 

that we may work without ceasing to establish that justice 

which alone ensures true and lasting peace. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

O God, who show a father’s care for all, 

grant, in your mercy, 

that the members of the human race, 

to whom you have given a single origin, 

may form in peace a single family 

and always be united by a fraternal spirit. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 

 

Collect: Mass for Refugees and Exiles 

 

O Lord, to whom no one is a stranger 

and from whose help no one is ever distant, 

look with compassion on refugees and exiles, 

on segregated persons and on lost children; 

restore them, we pray, to a homeland, 

and give us a kind heart for the needy and for strangers. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God, for ever and ever. 
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