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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. Anthony Catholic Church
Davenport, IowaThe parish share

We have a rich history here at St. Anthony! Our 
parish was formed in 1837 and is the second-
oldest parish church in all of Iowa. Our school 
building served as a church and public hall 
during the nascent years of the city of Davenport 
until our current church building was built 
in 1853. And when St. Anthony School was 
closed in 1968, the building began to be used for 
religious education classes, a small gathering 
space for meetings and events and most 
recently to serve as a warming center for our 
McAnthony’s Window patrons during inclement 
weather.

I am sure that the selfless sisters, dedicated 
priests and good parishioners who have gone 
before us would be proud that St. Anthony 
continues to be the heart and hands of Christ in 
the central city.

As we look to the future, your generous support 
of the Upon This Rock Campaign is vitally 
important to help us provide for our priests 
and seminarians, but also to help us update our 
parish facilities in order to continue serving the 
spiritual, moral and material needs of many.

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising at the parish level:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up 

to our goal, which is $988,000.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $988,000.
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. All 
the money raised will be used for campaign 
projects benefiting the diocese or parish.

This is an opportunity to support our priests 
and seminarians while also undertaking an 
important parish project.

See the back of this page for more details about the 
parish need that we hope to address through the Upon 
This Rock Campaign.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $988,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $592,800
•  For seminarians’ education: $197,600
• For parish project: $197,600

“The generosity of you, the Faithful, means so 
much to us priests, especially now that we are 

engaged in the Upon This Rock Campaign, which 
will provide the necessary funding to educate our 

seminarians, provide for priest retirement and 
assist parishes with their individual projects.”

Fr. Rudolph T. Juarez,
Pastor of St. Anthony



Renovate interior of school building
 Our original two-story church building served for 
many years as a parish school, and it now is used for 
our religious education program. Beyond that, it offers 
space for a variety of other parish groups and functions 
– including as a warming center for the food distributed 
to the homeless through McAnthony’s Window. 
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However, the building has not seen a significant upgrade in 
decades. Now is the time! Funds from the “parish share” of 
the Upon This Rock Campaign will be put toward a complete 
renovation of the building’s interior. Depending on cost and 
the funds available, the work could include:

• An overhaul and reconfiguration of the second floor to 
create three classrooms that are roughly the same size

•  A redo of the first floor’s rooms
•  New bathrooms 
•  A stand-alone HVAC system
•  Electrical rewiring
•  New windows
•  An elevator

One other possibility: We hope to install a small altar on the 
second floor where the original altar would have been to 
showcase the historical significance of the building as our 
first church space.

The project could start as soon as this summer and will likely 
take several years to complete. Much of the work will occur in 
summertime so that it can still be used during the school year. 

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP

Campaign Project


