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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. James the Less Catholic Church
St. Paul, IowaThe parish share

The history of St. James the Less Parish is a 
remarkable one! The first church was built by 1838 
and was a log structure in Sugar Creek Settlement, 
now known as St. Paul. That simple building 
was replaced by our magnificent current church, 
which was dedicated in 1883 and includes a 165-foot 
bell tower – visible for miles! The church interior 
underwent a significant restoration in the early 2000s.  

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built and 
left us inspires us to leave for the next generation a 
parish community for which they can feel equally 
blessed. That inspiration also is demonstrated 
by the beautiful new parish hall that was built in 
recent years. The Upon This Rock Campaign gives 
us an avenue to continue to honor our past while 
brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable us to 
maximize the positive effects of our fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up to 

our goal, which is $117,000.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $117,000.
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests and 
seminarians while also undertaking an important 
parish project.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $117,000
• For priests’ retirement, health care: $70,200
• For seminarians’ education: $23,400
• For parish projects: $23,400

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
New roof around parish gymnasium
Our new parish hall has brought a lot of attention 
to our small parish because of its simple beauty 
and functionality for both the parish and the 
community. Its use increases every month. 
However, the hallways around the gymnasium 
have a flat roof, and the parish has been battling 
rain leaks for years. To complete this great facility, 
the parish would like to remove the old decaying 
school and put a pitched roof on the area around 
the gym and adjacent to the hall. This includes 
upgrades to doors, gym windows, and the second-
story classrooms. We have every reason to be 
proud of our church campus, and now we need 
to complete it. The Upon This Rock Campaign will 
contribute much-needed “seed” funding to get this 
endeavor off to a good start!

“It may seem self-serving to promote a campaign that 
benefits me personally, both now and in the future. Yet, I 

see my brother priests, some in retirement living modestly 
after a lifetime of service, and some who remain in active 
service only through the blessing of good health care and 

the insurance that funds it. These priests, past and present, 
keep the faith alive in our diocese while our seminarians 

give us hope for a future church that continues to save 
souls. I am supporting this campaign to what I think is 
a sacrificial level because I am so thankful to the priests 
that came before me and will follow after. As an added 

bonus, we get needed funds to help with the repairs to our 
buildings. I know you love your priests, so thank you in 

advance for your generous hearts.”

Fr. Dan Dorau,
Pastor of St. James


