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Supporting Our Priests  ◆  Strengthening Our Church

St. John the Baptist Catholic Church
Houghton, IowaThe parish share

What a history we have at St. John the Baptist 
Parish! Our past dates to the 1890s, and our first 
church was completed in 1896 for $2,800. We 
have two former pastors who each served the 
parish for nearly 40 years! Our current church 
is the third structure, after the first two were 
destroyed by fires. It was dedicated in 1951. 

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built 
and left us inspires us to leave for the next 
generation a parish community for which they 
can feel equally blessed. The Upon This Rock 
Campaign gives us an avenue to honor our past 
while brightening the future of the parish. 

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising:
• First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise up 

to our goal, which is $108,500.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $108,500.
• There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for the 
Diocese of Davenport is paying those costs. 

This is an opportunity to support our priests 
and seminarians while also undertaking an 
important parish project.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $108,500
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $65,100
•  For seminarians’ education: $21,700
• For parish projects: $21,700

PARISH CAMPAIGN PROJECT
Repair church windows
When Fr. Goetzman built this church so it would 
never burn down again, he could not make 
it weather- or age-proof. Now, some 70 years 
later, the second-story window casings and 
sills have deteriorated and are in serious need 
of repair. Once the leaks have been corrected, 
water damage to the interior ceiling needs to 
be repaired and then repainted. St. John the 
Baptist is a landmark structure for its unique 
architecture and progressive worship space. 
Rejuvenating these windows will preserve and 
protect our beautiful church for everyone to 
enjoy in the decades to come. The Upon This Rock 
funds will give us a strong start on this project.

“It may seem self-serving to promote a campaign that 
benefits me personally, both now and in the future. Yet, I 

see my brother priests, some in retirement living modestly 
after a lifetime of service, and some who remain in active 
service only through the blessing of good health care and 

the insurance that funds it. These priests, past and present, 
keep the faith alive in our diocese while our seminarians 

give us hope for a future church that continues to save 
souls. I am supporting this campaign to what I think is 
a sacrificial level because I am so thankful to the priests 
that came before me and will follow after. As an added 

bonus, we get needed funds to help with the repairs to our 
buildings. I know you love your priests, so thank you in 

advance for your generous hearts.”

Fr. Dan Dorau,
Pastor of St. John


