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The parish share
What a history we have at St. Mary of the 
Visitation! Our parish’s past dates to 1849, 
and our current church was dedicated in 
1931. Today’s St. Mary’s parishioners have 
numerous ministries through which to serve 
and be served, and the parish has embraced 
the Hispanic and Micronesian communities. 

Our pride in what our Catholic ancestors built 
and left us inspires us to leave for the next 
generation a parish community for which they 
can feel equally blessed. 

Today, this inspiration moves us to meet 
the challenges we face in maintaining and 
improving our spiritual home. The Upon This 
Rock Campaign gives us an avenue to honor 
our past while brightening the future of the 
parish and contributing to important diocesan 
priorities. 

Special features of the campaign will enable 
us to maximize the positive effects of our 
fundraising at the parish level:
•  First, we keep 20 percent of what we raise 

up to our goal, which is $478,000.
•  We will keep 80 percent of anything we raise 

beyond $478,000.
•  There are virtually no costs to the parish for 

the campaign. The Catholic Foundation for 
the Diocese of Davenport is paying those 
costs. All the money raised will be used for 
campaign projects benefiting the diocese or 
parish.

This is an opportunity to support our priests 
and seminarians while also undertaking 
important parish projects.

See the back of this page for more details about the 
parish needs that we hope to address through the 
Upon This Rock Campaign.

WHERE OUR FUNDS WILL GO    
Parish goal  |  $478,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $286,800
•  For seminarians’ education: $95,600
• For parish projects: $95,600

Challenge goal  |  $550,000
•  For priests’ retirement, health care: $294,000
•  For seminarians’ education: $102,800
• For parish projects: $153,200

“Giving to meet the needs of my brother 
priests, our seminarians and me is a blessing, 
of course, and the Upon This Rock Campaign 
offers a valuable opportunity to address our 

parish’s needs, too. Even more important is our 
own need to give as a part of our faith journey. 
May we respond in gratitude for all that God 

has given us.”

Fr. James Betzen, C.PP.S.
Pastor of St. Mary of the Visitation



Driveway and parking lot improvements
The driveway to the church parking lot has seen 
better days! Our patching efforts have helped, but 
it is time to resurface the driveway and sidewalk, 
curb and gutters on Fourth Street to eliminate 
hazards. This work would be the first phase of a 
larger project to improve the parking lot itself, 
as well as the steps and ramp on the east side of 
the church.

Permanent streaming system
The COVID-19 pandemic has shown us in a stark 
way the benefits – frankly, the necessity – of 
having a reliable way to stream our Masses and 
other services. We want to be assured that our 
spiritual needs can be ministered to in even the 
worst of times. A permanent streaming system 
will fill this need, not only in extraordinary times 
such as a pandemic, but in the more ordinary 
cases of bad weather or when a parishioner must 
stay home for health reasons of many kinds.

Build parish contingency fund
 The parish is in solid financial condition, but 
the Upon This Rock Campaign offers a valuable 
opportunity to build our reserves for major capital 
improvements. If we reach our goal, the parish 
will receive 80% of any additional funds raised! 

Ted and Dianne Haas  |  Kelly and Rhonda Conrad  

PARISH

SUPPORT FOR PRECIOUS BLOOD PRIESTS
 The Missionaries of the Precious Blood have served the 
Diocese of Davenport, mostly in the Centerville and Albia 
area, for decades. Fr. James G. Betzen, C.PP.S., has been 
pastor of St. Mary’s since 2014. Since the order’s priests 
are not covered through the Priests’ Aid Society in the 
diocese, 20% of the funds raised through the Upon This Rock 
Campaign at St. Mary’s and the five other diocesan parishes 
served by the Precious Blood order will go to the order for 
the benefit of its retired priests. This 20% does not come out 
of the parish’s 20% share. It reduces the amount that goes to 
the Priests’ Aid Society for diocesan priests.

PARISH CAMPAIGN LEADERSHIP

Campaign Projects

Precious Blood order: 20%
Aid for diocesan 

priests: 40%

Seminarians’ education: 20%

Parish projects: 20%
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