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LiturgyNotes — for September 2022 

“Good celebrations foster and nourish faith. Poor celebrations weaken and destroy it.” 

 

 
LITURGY AND COVID-19 

 
Pandemic Policies and Resources: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu 
Prayer and Support: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/prayer-and-support 
 
COVID-19 Vaccines: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/covid-vaccine 
https://iowacatholicconference.org/getvaccinated/ 
 
Catholic Cares Coalition: https://catholiccares.org/  

 

 
 

In this issue… 
• Liturgy & COVID-19…  

• Eucharistic Revival 

• Desiderio Desideravi  

• Preaching 

• Formation: OCIA, Penance, SWLC 

• Liturgical Calendar: September & November; Advent; Lent & Triduum 2023 

• Adding prayers to the Mass 

• The Universal Prayer… 

 
CONTACT: 
Deacon Frank Agnoli, MD, DMin 
Director of Liturgy & Director of Deacon Formation 
E-Mail: agnoli@davenportdiocese.org / Phone:  563-888-4257  
 
“Joined to the incarnate Son, present in the Eucharist, the whole cosmos gives thanks to God. Indeed the 
Eucharist is itself an act of cosmic love: ‘Yes, cosmic! Because even when it is celebrated on the humble 
altar of a country church, the Eucharist is always in some way celebrated on the altar of the world’.” – 
Pope Francis (Laudato Si, 236) 

 
 
 
 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/flu
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/prayer-and-support
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/covid-vaccine
https://catholiccares.org/
mailto:agnoli@davenportdiocese.org
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EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL 
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy/eucharistic-revival 

 
The “diocesan phase” of this initiative began on the Solemnity of the 
Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ this summer. 
 
Please visit our diocesan webpages for information and resources, 
including an article series and accompanying bulletin paragraphs for 
your use being published in the Messenger 
(https://www.davenportdiocese.org/mystery-believed).  
 

Eucharistic Revival Conference, September 22-24: Please share this link with anyone who might be 
interested in participating in this FREE virtual conference! 

DESIDERIO DESIDERAVI  
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-

desideravi.html 

An Invitation… 
 
Our life of faith… our celebrating the liturgy… doesn’t begin with us. It all begins with Christ’s desire for 
us (6). Because of his deep desire, he calls us into relationship; he invites us to the Eucharist, just as he 
invited his first followers to the Last Supper (4). And not just us; everyone is invited to the Supper of the 
Lamb (5). How do we respond? As Pope Francis notes, what is most demanding is to surrender! 
Surrendering, we let ourselves be drawn by and to him, so that our going to Mass is not something we 
do on our own, but is a response to being loved first (6). Loved, we are called to share that love with 
others; invited, we are to tell them the good news that they, too, are invited to the Supper (5)! We call 
that evangelization.  
 
An Encounter… 
 
Gathered in response to Christ’s invitation, what do we do? We “do this in memory” of him (8). But we 
need to understand what we mean by remembering here. Mass is so much more than just telling stories 
about what happened in the past; about re-enacting, as in a play, the Last Supper (9); about turning the 
resurrection into a mere concept (10). And it’s not magic, as if we might manipulate God. No! Christ is 
Immanuel – God with us! Then, God incarnate, encountered as flesh and bone. Now, encountered 
sacramentally – but just as really present. “Christian faith is either an encounter with Him alive, or it 
does not exist” (10). The liturgy guarantees for us – because of Christ’s promise, not because of anything 
we do – the possibility of such an encounter (11). Just as Christ pardoned, healed, and saved the persons 
we read about in the Scriptures, He does the same for us today. But we need to respond, to be present, 
too. “Every gift, to be gift, must have someone disposed to receive it” (3).    
 
A Body… 
 
Our first encounter with Christ is at baptism; we become part of His Body (12). And it is only as part of 
His Body that we can take part in the Liturgy. Pope Francis reminds us what a gift this is, to be able to be 
a part of Christ’s own self-offering to the Father (15). Because we are part of the Body, and because it is 
only as part of the Body that we can take part in the Eucharist, we need to reject two common 
temptations. The first is to think that the Liturgy is all about us, our agendas and desires and feelings. 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy/eucharistic-revival
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/mystery-believed
https://go.virtualcatholicconference.com/ERC22?r_done=1
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-desideravi.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/20220629-lettera-ap-desiderio-desideravi.html
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The second is to think that it is something that we do on our own, a way of earning God’s love. The 
liturgical pronoun is “we” – not “I” (19); and as an assembly when we gather we begin by telling the 
truth that we are in need of salvation, which is a gift (20).  
 
Beauty… 
 
When Pope Francis uses the word “beauty” he isn’t talking about a particular style or aesthetic, about 
external observations or scrupulosity when it comes to the rubrics (22). Yes, “every aspect of the 
celebration must be carefully tended to (space, time, gestures, words, objects, vestments, song, music). 
Pope Francis rejects “careless banality… ignorant superficiality… [and] exasperating practical 
functionalism” (22-23). He is talking about its deep truth:  
 

Liturgy is the priesthood of Christ, revealed to us and given in his Paschal Mystery, 
rendered present and active by means of signs addressed to the senses (water, oil, bread, 
wine, gestures, words), so that the Spirit, plunging us into the paschal mystery, might 
transform every dimension of our life, conforming us more and more to Christ (21). 

 
In the face of this deep truth, our response ought to be one of amazement, marvel, awe, wonder; that’s 
what “mystery” really means (24-26). These are essential attitudes if we are going to be open to 
encounter, to transformation. 
 
The word, tend, is quite evocative. We tend gardens, or a flock. Or a fire. It connotes care for something 
over which we, in the end, have no mastery. As ministers, our tending of the liturgy is what helps create 
the conditions (the means) that make that encounter with Christ (the end) more likely. As ministers, we 
can facilitate a meeting; we can’t make it happen. Christ is there; we just need to accept the invitation…. 
 

PREACHING 
 

THE LISTENER IS RESPONSIBLE, TOO! 
 
In a recent article in America (https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/08/08/catholic-homily-
tips-243386), Fr. Terrance Klein makes the argument that while the blame for poor preaching in the 
Catholic Church (a concern mentioned in numerous surveys as well as in our own synod process) falls 
primarily on the shoulders of preachers themselves (there’s a lot that can be said there – but that’s a 
different list), those in the pews also bear some responsibility for their experience of the homily. After 
all, communication is a two-way street… and even if Catholic preaching doesn’t often fall into the call-
and-response pattern more often found in African-American churches, a dialogue is still going on. As he 
puts it: “How a congregation responds to preaching affects how that homily is delivered; a 
congregation’s attitudes or openness also affects how ready they might be to hear and receive any good 
in the message offered.” With that in mind, he offers six recommendations that we can use to improve 
our experience of the homily: 

1. Look at the preacher. 

2. Do not read during the homily.  

3. Sit still during the homily. 

4. Comment on the homily. 

5. Read the Scriptures before Mass. 

6. All homilists have prompts that derail their thoughts; try to keep this in mind.  

https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/08/08/catholic-homily-tips-243386
https://www.americamagazine.org/faith/2022/08/08/catholic-homily-tips-243386
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
See the Liturgy Events webpage at: http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy-events.  

 
CONTINUING FORMATION FOR LITURGY / LITURGICAL MINISTRY 
See the Liturgy Events webpage at: http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy-events. 

 
Free Webinars from the FDLC 
 
The FDLC’s series on the OCIA series begins shortly, with “Recapturing the Vision of the OCIA” on 
Wednesday, August 31 (featuring Lesa Truxaw) and “Recapitulando la visión del RICA” on Thursday, 
September 1 (featuring Fr. Victor Reyes). 
 
Register for the English language series: https://fdlc.org/2022/07/ocia-webinars/ 
Register for the Spanish language series:  https://fdlc.org/2022/07/rica-serie-de-seminarios-web-
espanol/ 
 
All webinars will be archived, but you must register to receive the link for viewing the archived version. 
 
Order of Penance – October 25 
 
The FDLC is also offering a webinar on the revised Order of Penance. Online registration is free and easy. 
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/may-god-grant-you-pardon-and-peace-webinar-on-the-revised-order-of-
penance/ 
 
Save the Date 
 
Our colleagues in Regions 10 and 13 will be hosting the Southwest Liturgical Conference on February 9-
11, 2023. It will be all virtual, so you can tune in from nearly anywhere.  Next year’s theme is “Eucharist: 
Real Presence, Sacrifice, and Mission.” Keynote presenters will be Father Ricky Manalo, Sr. Barbara Reid, 
OP and Sr. Guadalupe Ramirez, MCAP.   For more information, please visit www.swlc.org. 
 

LITURGY PREPARATION 
 
LITURGICAL CALENDAR 
 
Season of Creation: September 1 through October 4 
 
As the US Bishops have noted in The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church (no. 40): 
 

Just as we are impelled by the Eucharist to hear the cry of the poor, and respond in love, 
we are also called to hear the cry of the earth and, likewise, respond with loving care 
(Laudato Si’, no. 49). Pope Francis, like Pope Benedict XVI before him, has eloquently 
drawn the connection between the celebration of the Eucharist and care for the 
environment (Laudato Si’, no. 236, Sacramentum caritatis, no. 92). All creation gives glory 
to God, and journeys toward divinization, toward union with the Creator. 

 

http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy-events
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgy-events
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/ocia-webinars/
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/rica-serie-de-seminarios-web-espanol/
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/rica-serie-de-seminarios-web-espanol/
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/may-god-grant-you-pardon-and-peace-webinar-on-the-revised-order-of-penance/
https://fdlc.org/2022/07/may-god-grant-you-pardon-and-peace-webinar-on-the-revised-order-of-penance/
http://www.swlc.org/
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.usccb.org/resources/7-703%20The%20Mystery%20of%20Eucharist,%20for%20RE-UPLOAD,%20JANUARY%202022.pdf


LiturgyNotes – September 2022 
“The Eucharist commits us to the poor” (CCC #1397). 

5 | P a g e  

 

How might we mark the Season of Creation in our liturgies, and in our personal prayer? How might our 
celebration of the Eucharist, and our preaching, make our relationship with and responsibility for the 
care of creation more clear and compelling?  

• Prayer and liturgy resources are available at:  

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/events/season-of-creation-4. 

• In addition, resources for preachers are available at: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/preaching-links/#CareForCreation.  

• Finally, a running library of resources is maintained at: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/deacon-formation-resources#LaudatoSi.  

 

Friday, September 9: Memorial of St. Peter Claver 
 
The USCCB has made available additional resources for observing St. Peter Claver’s Memorial 
(https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-
resources). Additional resources are posted on our diocesan website 
(https://www.davenportdiocese.org/events/st-peter-claver).  
 
September 19-25: National Migration Week / 108th World Day of Migrants and Refugees 
 
The USCCB’s Committee on Migration notes that: 
 

National Migration Week for 2022 takes place September 19-25, and will climax with the 
Vatican’s celebration of the World Day of Migrants and Refugees (WDMR), which always 
falls on the last Sunday of September. The primary theme for this year’ WDMR is “Building 
the Future with Migrants and Refugees”. Commenting on the place of migrants in God’s 
plan, Pope Francis emphasizes that “the Kingdom of God is to be built with them, for 
without them it would not be the Kingdom that God wants. The inclusion of those most 
vulnerable is the necessary condition for full citizenship in God’s Kingdom. 

 
Pope Francis’s Message on this occasion may be found here: 
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/20220509-world-
migrants-day-2022.html  
 
Resources from the Vatican: https://migrants-refugees.va/resource-center/world-day-of-migrants-
refugees-2022/  

 
Resources from the USCCB for observing this week and day may be found at: 
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/take-action/national-migration-week/ 
 
Tuesday, November 1: All Saints 
 
The Solemnity of All Saints is a Holy Day of Obligation this year.  
• Ritual Masses (i.e., marriage, confirmation) are prohibited. 
• Marriage may be celebrated outside of Mass using texts from the Rite of Marriage. 
• Funeral Masses may not be celebrated; funerals are celebrated outside of Mass.  
 

 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/events/season-of-creation-4
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/preaching-links/#CareForCreation
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/deacon-formation-resources#LaudatoSi
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-resources
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-resources
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/events/st-peter-claver
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/20220509-world-migrants-day-2022.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/migration/documents/20220509-world-migrants-day-2022.html
https://migrants-refugees.va/resource-center/world-day-of-migrants-refugees-2022/
https://migrants-refugees.va/resource-center/world-day-of-migrants-refugees-2022/
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/take-action/national-migration-week/
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Thursday, November 3: St. Martin de Porres 
 
Some resources: 

• https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-martin-de-porres/  

• https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-
resources  

 
Tuesday, November 15: Anniversary of the Dedication of the Cathedral 
 
For the Diocese of Davenport, the Feast of the Anniversary of the Dedication of the Cathedral is 
observed on November 15 (at the Cathedral itself it is observed as a Solemnity—and may be transferred 
to the preceding Sunday). 
 
Advent  
 
1. With the new liturgical year, we begin the use of Cycle A in the Sunday Lectionary and Year I in the 
Weekday Lectionary. For more information, especially in regards to the Missal and Advent, please see 
our webpage on the liturgical seasons (http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgical-seasons) or go 
directly to http://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2016/6/FDLC7-Navigating_RM01_Advent.pdf. 
 
2. The color of Advent is a bluer shade of violet, to distinguish it from the purple of penitence in Lent. 
Blue is not an allowed color in the U.S. Rose is an optional color for the vesture on the Third Sunday of 
Advent, signaling that the full joy of Christmas is drawing near. The vestments worn should not have a 
cross, nails, etc. on them – they should not be Lenten.  
 
3. The Advent wreath is blessed only at the first mass, after the intercessions. See the Book of Blessings, 
#1509ff, chapter 47. On the other Sundays of Advent, it is lit before Mass begins and no additional 
prayers are said. The traditional wreath is a circle of evergreen branches that bears four candles. The 
dominant tradition calls for three violet and one rose candle, but four violet or four white candles may 
also be used. Some communities add a fifth candle, white, for Christmas. The wreath should be large 
enough for all to see, but not obstruct the view of the altar, ambo or chair.  
 
4. A good Penitential Act to use would be the third form, #I (Appendix VI of the Missal).  
 
5. Don’t anticipate Christmas with music and environment. Rather, make use of a full spectrum of 
Advent music.  
 
6. Don’t make believe Jesus never came – focus on the second coming. Even though we aren’t using this 
as a memorial acclamation at Mass anymore, it is still true: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will 
come again. 
 
7. Giving trees should not be in the sanctuary. Remember you can transform them for Christmas. They 
are better placed in the entryway or some location other than the sanctuary, lest the simplicity of 
Advent decor be compromised. Likewise, while Jesse trees are good for religious education, they should 
not be in the church.  
 
8. The Gloria is omitted (though there are exceptions when it comes to certain ritual Masses). 
 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-martin-de-porres/
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-resources
https://www.usccb.org/committees/ad-hoc-committee-against-racism/combatting-racism-parish-resources
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/liturgical-seasons
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2016/6/FDLC7-Navigating_RM01_Advent.pdf
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9. This season should reflect quiet and a subdued peace, as well as a sense of anticipation.  
 
10. Remember that Advent and Christmas are the perfect times to remember Mary, our ultimate model 
for discipleship. The following Marian feasts and solemnities are observed during Advent: 

a. The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception falls on a Thursday this year, so it is a Holy Day 
of Obligation. Please note that ritual and funeral Masses are not permitted.   
b. The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe is observed on Monday, December 12. It is not 
anticipated on the preceding Sunday.  

 
The Advent Lectionary and Judaism 
Excerpts from: God's Mercy Endures Forever: Guidelines on the Presentation of Jews and Judaism in Catholic 
Preaching (Bishop's Committee on the Liturgy, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops  
September, 1988): 

 
The lectionary readings from the prophets are selected to bring out the ancient Christian theme that 
Jesus is the "fulfillment" of the biblical message of hope and promise, the inauguration of the "days to 
come" described, for example, by the daily Advent Masses, and on Sundays by Isaiah in cycle A and 
Jeremiah in cycle C for the First Sunday of Advent. This truth needs to be framed very carefully. (11) 
Christians proclaim that the Messiah has indeed come and that God's Reign is "at hand." With the 
Jewish people, we await the complete realization of the messianic age. In underlining the eschatological 
dimension of Christianity, we shall reach a greater awareness that the people of God of the Old and the 
New Testament are tending toward a like end in the future: the coming or return of the Messiah--even if 
they start from two different points of view (1985 Notes, nos. 18-19). (12) Other difficulties may be less 
theologically momentous but can still be troublesome. For example, the reading from Baruch in cycle C 
or from Isaiah in cycle A for the Second Sunday of Advent can leave the impression that pre-Jesus Israel 
was wholly guilt-ridden and in mourning, and Judaism virtually moribund. In fact, in their original 
historical settings, such passages reveal Judaism's remarkable capacity for self-criticism…. (13) 
 
The full text may be found at: 
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2016/6/litGodsMercyEnduresForever-Advent.pdf 
 
Lent & Triduum 2023 
 

• Ash Wednesday will fall on February 22, 2023. 

• The Rite of Election is scheduled for February 26, the 1st Sunday of Lent. Details pending.  

• The Chrism Mass is tentatively scheduled for April 3, the Monday of Holy Week. Details pending. 

• The Triduum falls on Thursday, April 6 through Sunday, April 9 – with the Easter Vigil falling on the 

night of Saturday, April 8. On that night, the earliest that the Vigil may begin is 8:30 pm CDT.  

 
FROM FR. PAUL TURNER 
 
Since I continue to receive questions about this practice, I am repeating this blog post that I shared with 
you last year: 
 
Q:  What are your thoughts on adding prayers after communion such as the Prayer to St. Michael the 
Archangel that many bishops are promoting? [or the Hail, Mary after the intercessions, etc.] 
 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2016/6/litGodsMercyEnduresForever-Advent.pdf
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A:  Just say no. The group working on the revisions of the Order of Mass in the years after Vatican II 
made studied choices about what to remove, what to retain, and what to alter. These decisions cohere 
extremely well in the missal that we received from the Vatican, and that has twice gone through an 
upgrade with its second and third editions. The mass that we have does not need any fixing. Any 
individual who wishes to pray to St. Michael may do so privately, but there is no space for it as public 
prayer within the Order of Mass, and it disrupts the flow and meaning of the final parts of liturgy. If 
there is a particular concern that drives the addition of a prayer, then that concern belongs in the 
Universal Prayer. That is why that part of the mass was restored after Vatican II. 
 
RESOURCES FOR THE UNIVERSAL PRAYER 
 
(1) Diocese of Davenport Vision 2020: Intercessions for Sundays, Seasons, and Holy Days 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/vision-2020-liturgy           
(2) Synod 2021-23 
 https://www.davenportdiocese.org/synod-2023  
(3) The Center for Liturgy website offers general intercessions for each Sunday as well: 
 http://liturgy.slu.edu/  
(4) Intercessions for various life issues may be found on the USCCB website at (in English and Spanish): 

http://usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/prayers/intercessory-prayers-for-life.cfm   
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/index.cfm   

   
 

 
If you have received this newsletter in error, or no longer wish to receive LiturgyNotes, please 
contact Laurie Hoefling at the chancery and request to be removed from our distribution list. 

Phone: 563-888-4220 
E-Mail: hoefling@davenportdiocese.org 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/vision-2020-liturgy
https://www.davenportdiocese.org/synod-2023
http://liturgy.slu.edu/
http://usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/prayers/intercessory-prayers-for-life.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/pro-life-activities/word-of-life/index.cfm
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