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WELCOME 
We welcome these new employees to our diocesan staff: 

 Dave Houdyshell, maintenance dept. 

 Jennifer Perez, Receptionist in the morning and the Administrative Assistant for the Immigration Program 

in the afternoon, perez@davenportdiocese.org; 563-324-1911 

 Jennifer Praet, Director of Stewardship, praet@davenportdiocese.org; 563-888-4252 

 
LITURGY OFFICE 
The January issue of LiturgyNotes is available at: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/documents/2023/1/Jan2023LN.pdf 

 

Reminders: If you have not yet done so…  

 Please register for the Rite of Election by February 1 at: https://www.davenportdiocese.org/rite-of-election  

 Please register to attend our afternoon of reflection (1/22) on the Eucharist in the Scriptures: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/sunday-of-the-word-of-god  

 Pastors: please complete the Eucharistic Revival interest survey this week at: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/survey2022  

 RCIA/OCIA coordinators: LTP is offering to host a FREE online Q&A session with them this spring. These 

are open-ended conversations, scheduled for an hour, during which they make their staff available to answer 

our questions. We pick the day and time. If you are interested in taking part in such a conversation, please 

let me, agnoli@davenportdiocese.org, know this week (including what days/times are best for you).  

 
SCHOOLS OFFICE 
The Diocese of Davenport is interested in identifying educators who are considering a leadership position within a 

Catholic school. We believe that Catholic education is at the heart of the evangelizing mission of the Church to "Go 

and make disciples" (Mt 28:19).  

 

We are looking for credible and strong leaders in faith and academics who demonstrate a commitment to Catholic 

education, Catholic values, academic excellence, and the Catholic school mission. The Diocese of Davenport 

anticipates openings for the 2023-2024 school year for Principal positions.  

 

Successful candidates will establish, demonstrate, and promote the highest standards of excellence in Catholic 

culture, academics, and organizational leadership. All Principal candidates are pre-screened by the Superintendent 

of Schools prior to interviewing at the local level with Boards of Education. If you know a person, or you are 

interested in serving the Church through the Principalship for the Diocese of Davenport, contact the Office of 

Catholic Schools at devaney@davenportdiocese.org to obtain additional information or schedule an appointment. 

 
SOCIAL ACTION OFFICE 
Lunch and Learn Session (To Register Click Here): Topic: Continuing Conversations on Racism: Thursday, 

January 5, 12:00 - 1:00 PM. This will focus on the history of racism, and what we can do as individuals and parishes 

to inform and educate others about the fact that racism still exists. 

 

Thanks for Supporting: CCHD: Thanks to all who participated in the 2022 Catholic Campaign for Human 

Development (CCHD) collection.  Parishes are to submit collected funds as soon as possible. 25 percent of funds 

collected will remain in our diocese to fund local anti-poverty projects.  
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Poverty Awareness Month: January 1 - 31. A call to attention to poverty in America. Please join the US bishops 

and CCHD and the Catholic Community in the United States to live in solidarity with the poor. For many resources, 

including a printable calendar with information and links for study and reflection materials, visit the USCCB 

Poverty Awareness Page 

 

National Prayer Vigil for Life is January 19-20, 2023: This is an annual all-night pro-life prayer vigil held on the 

eve of the March for Life.  It is held at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in 

Washington, D.C.  For more details click here.  

 

9 Days for Life, January 19-27 is an annual period of prayer and actions focused on cherishing the gift of every 

person’s life.  Click here for promotional flyer and resources.  To subscribe to the 9 Days for Life Novena by daily 

email or text message, go to 9daysforlife.com.  Go here for a webinar recording and presentation slides regarding 

the available resources. 

 

2023 Legislative Priorities: The ICC’s updated list of legislative concerns and priorities are available at its website. 

ICC will meet with legislators on many of these items, including additional support for the Iowa MOMS program, 

extending Medicaid coverage for mothers from 2-12 months post-partum, school choice, state support for refugees, 

and improving the food stamp program to help people buy more fruits and vegetables.   

 

Rice Bowl Materials Still Available to Order: Catholic Relief Services (CRS) has new materials for the 2023 

Rice Bowl program, go here to order.  If you have questions or need assistance, contact Esmeralda Guerrero. The 

Rice Bowl collection begins Ash Wednesday, February 22.  Featured countries are Honduras, the Philippines, and 

Kenya.  Go to Stories of Hope to hear their journeys and learn how people are overcoming the causes of hunger and 

adapting to climate change.  The Rice Bowl Media Kit has this video and other resources you can use to promote 

the program this Lent in parish bulletins, on websites and through other social media outlets. 

 
CRS Global Emergency Update, 2022 in Review is now available at https://youtu.be/g-LZzCB_niE  

 

Free tax preparation: Many low- and moderate-income working families may qualify for two federal tax benefits, 

the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC).  Making this information available on your 

parish website, in your bulletin, or using social media to spread the word could help many in your community.   

 

For information on free tax filing through the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program (VITA) click here.  For 

local assistance click on VITA then enter the zip code to find your location.  VITA offers free tax help for low-to-

moderate income people who cannot prepare their own return. To learn more and to find a location in your area call, 

800-906-9887. 

 

The Iowa Catholic Conference’s “Supportive Care Iowa” released a webinar to help those seeking guidance on 

making health care decisions in alignment with Catholic moral teaching.  Click here to view webinar.  Catholic 

Messenger article.  

 

New Year, New Opportunities - ways you can stay connected with our office.  Please consider participating in 

one of the following: 

1) Two Feet Newsletter which is distributed monthly via email.  If you would like to read previous issues or 

to sign up go here. 

2) Google Groups: 

 Social Action Advocacy: Addresses legislative advocacy on social issues of concern to the Catholic 

Church and encouraging faithful citizenship. 

 Parish Social Action: Provides resources, ideas and opportunities for parishioners to live out their faith 

working for charity and justice. 

 Voices for Rural Life: Educates, shares concerns and suggests advocacy opportunities related to life in 

rural Iowa. 

3) Lunch and Learn: https://bit.ly/DioDavLunchLearn. (Held on the first Thursday of the month at noon.) 
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FAITH FORMATION OFFICE 
Totus Tuus 2023: It’s that time again! Registration for Totus Tuus 2023 opened December 12. This year, 

registration is on a first come, first served basis regardless of past host status. We’ve had significant interest from 

new parishes to host or collaborate this year, so we will need to have at least 2 teams to serve all the parishes who 

have expressed interest.  

 

With that in mind, please help us by encouraging any young people you know who may be interested in or benefit 

from the experience of being a Totus Tuus missionary. Applications are open for this paid summer experience. 

Room & board is also provided and any other incidental expenses are reimbursed. If you have any questions, please 

contact Colleen Darland.  

 

National Catholic Youth Conference 2023: It’s not too late to send your parish-group to a fun-spiring and faith-

deepening experience in Indianapolis November 16-18, 2023. Contact Barb Butterworth ASAP if you are 

interested! You must contact Barb now to take full advantage of the now extended deadline of January 26 for early-

bird pricing (partial scholarships also available). You can also visit our NCYC landing page for more details: 

https://www.davenportdiocese.org/ncyc 

 

Iowa Catholic Youth Conference 2023: ICYC is a day long experience for youth in grades 6-8 (and their parents) 

on Sunday, March 26 at Mount Mercy University in Cedar Rapids. Featured will be NCYC 2021 artist Dana 

Catherine who will inspire with her amazing message and song. Early bird registration is $39 and $49 after March 

1. Families/youth are encouraged to register with their parish group if it is being organized in the parish. Please visit 

www.iowacyc.org for more detail. Contact Trevor Pullinger for questions.  

 

Disability Ministry presentations for Faith Formation Leaders, and Clergy: March 9, 9 am - 3:00 pm at Sts. 

Peter and Paul Parish in Atlantic (80 miles west of Des Moines). Kelly Mantoan of Accepting the Gift who is a 

special needs mother and author of the book “Better than OK, Finding Joy as a Special Needs Parent” will be 

presenting on how parish leaders can learn from parents what accommodations their church needs to welcome 

families of all abilities. This is a free event however, if you have a desire to attend please contact Trevor Pullinger in 

order to RSVP. 

 

Marriage and Family 

Celebrate National Marriage Week – February 7-14: The observances of National Marriage Week and World 

Marriage Day (Sunday, February 12) are an opportunity to focus on promoting and supporting life-long, faith-

centered marriages. Updated 2023 USCCB resources are available in English and Spanish on their webpage.  

Additional recommended resources can be found on the diocesan Marriage Enrichment page. Contact Marianne 

Agnoli to discuss some more specific ways to support healthy Christian marriages within your particular parish or 

school community.   

 

Get Ready for Safe Haven Sunday (Year 4) – March 4-5: This awareness weekend addresses the deep harm that 

is caused by pornography and offers new resources to aid you, your family, school, and parish in navigating modern 

technology usage. You are encouraged to explore the free training programs, articles and videos available on the 

Diocese of Davenport Clean Heart webpage and share these resources with your parish/school families and ministry 

leaders. Click here for links to Year 4 general intercessions, bulletin inserts, social media kit, homily video and 

more. This year, packets of complimentary STRIVE and Restored Vows resource cards will be mailed to each 

parish to help individual adults and married couples with struggles they may be experiencing with pornography and 

digital chastity. Copies of the past three years parent books and Going Green Download Pages for the parent e-

books are available through Covenant Eyes in both English and Spanish.  Download Parish Implementation Guide 

Safe Digital Family Challenge. Contact: Marianne Agnoli  

 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
To report child abuse call the Iowa Attorney General Clergy Abuse hotline at 855-620-7000 (M-F, 8 am.-4:30 

pm.) to speak with a trained advocate or the Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-

2178.  If it involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, Victim Assistance Coordinator: 563-349-

5002, vac@diodav.org or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA 52722-0004. 
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OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE RETREAT, WHEATLAND 
For details and to register go to the full calendar at www.theprairieretreat.org. You may also register via email, 

olpretreat@gmail.com or call 563-374-1092. Scholarships available. 

 

 Pathways to the Divine – Judaism: Monday, January 16 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. ZOOM option available. Each 

month, explore the core and depth of one of the world's religions. While we honor the differences among 

faiths, it is time to emphasize our similarities. Presented by Rabbi Linda Bertenthal at Beit Shalom, 2215 E. 

Kimberly Road, Davenport. Fee: Free will offering 

 ONLINE ONLY: Care for Our Common Home: Mondays, January 23, 30 and February 6 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Renew our interconnectedness through creation! Sr. Kathleen Storms, Fee: $50 

 ONLINE ONLY: God Does Extraordinary Things Through Ordinary People: Thursday, January 26 | 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Hear the amazing stories of people who have overcome great circumstances in their lives to 

show that God is with us! Heather Selby. Fee: $20 

 

 ONLINE ONLY: Awaken to Your Cell Wisdom: A Program for healing mind, body and spirit: 

Thursday, February 2, 9, 16, 23 and March 2 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. Gain a whole new understanding and 

appreciation for your body and feel more empowered to take better care of yourself! Sondra Barrett. Fee: $50 

 

 ONLINE ONLY: A Down to Earth Spirituality: Tuesday, February 7 | 6:00-8:00 p.m. Enhance your 

spirituality through concrete practices that will bring you comfort. Rev. Dr. Charles Knicker. Fee: $20 

 

 Pathways to the Divine – Roman Catholic with Bishop Thomas Zinkula: Monday, February 20 | 6:00-8:00 

p.m., Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport. Zoom option available. Each month, explore the core and depth of 

one of the world’s religions. While we honor the differences among faiths, it is time to emphasize our 

similarities. Free will offering 

 

 ONLINE ONLY: God Does Extraordinary Things Through Ordinary People: Tuesday, February 21 | 

6:30-8:00 p.m. Hear the amazing stories of people who have overcome great circumstances in their lives to 

show that God is with us! Mary Potter Kenyon. Fee: $20 

 

 Every Day is Earth Day: Saturday, February 25 | 8:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. We do not inherit Earth from our 

ancestors, we borrow it from our children. Presented by area experts. Fee: $35 includes lunch 

 
BENET HOUSE RETREAT CENTER, ROCK ISLAND, IL 
Go here to register, email retreats@smmsisters.org or call Sr. Jackie Walsh, OSB at 309-283-2108 
 

3-Day Silent Directed Retreat (Onsite only):  Sun. Jan. 15-Wed. Jan. 18.  Participants meet daily for an hour with 

spiritual directors who will guide experience.  Spiritual Directors:  Fr. Mark DeSutter; Toni Petersen, SMM Oblate; 

and Rick Davis.  Arrival:  4 pm; Vespers:  5 pm; Dinner:  5:30 pm; Conference:  7 pm.  Fee:  $390. Space is limited 

so register soon!   

 
To support the ministry of your parish, school and the diocese these groups automatically receive the Mini-Messenger: 

Deacons  Diocesan Corporate Board  Youth Ministers Pastoral Associates  Directors/Coordinators of Faith Formation  

Parishes  Catholic Foundation Board Sisters   RCIA Parish Contacts Diocesan Liturgical Commission 

Priests Parish Lay Directors Bookkeepers  Diocesan Board of Education  Diocesan Evangelization Commission  

Seminarians  Diocesan Pastoral Council  Principals  Parish Life Coordinators 

Other interested persons are welcome to subscribe. If you have questions regarding your subscription contact Laurie Hoefling, 

hoefling@davenportdiocese.org. 
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