
Disability Inclusion
Ministry & Advocacy

WE ALL BELONG!

OUR DOORS 
AND OUR
HEARTS
ARE ALWAYS OPEN

“ W E  A R E  A  S I N G L E  F L O C K  U N D E R  T H E
C A R E  O F  A  S I N G L E  S H E P H E R D .  T H E R E
C A N  B E  N O  S E P A R A T E  C H U R C H  F O R

P E R S O N S  W I T H  D I S A B I L I T I E S . ”

( U . S .  C a t h o l i c  B i s h o p s  -  W e l c o m e  a n d
J u s t i c e  f o r  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s ,  1 9 9 8 )

The Diocese of Davenport Disabi l i ty
Ministry seeks to bui ld welcoming and

inclusive parish communit ies where
persons with disabi l i t ies and their

famil ies are embraced as essential
members of the Body of Christ .  Guided
by Cathol ic teaching on the dignity of
every human person,  we support faith
formation,  sacramental part icipation,

meaningful  relat ionships,  and
opportunit ies for every individual to

share their  God-given gifts in the l i fe
and mission of the Church.

“ T h e  C h u r c h  c o n t i n u e s  t o  a f f i r m
t h e  d i g n i t y  o f  e v e r y  h u m a n  b e i n g ,

a n d  t o  g r o w  i n  k n o w l e d g e  a n d
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  g i f t s  a n d
n e e d s  o f  h e r  m e m b e r s  w h o  l i v e
w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e
C h u r c h  r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  e v e r y

p a r i s h  c o m m u n i t y  i n c l u d e s
m e m b e r s  w i t h  d i s a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d
e a r n e s t l y  d e s i r e s  t h e i r  a c t i v e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n . ”

( T h e  G u i d e l i n e s  f o r  t h e  C e l e b r a t i o n  o f  t h e
S a c r a m e n t s  w i t h  P e r s o n s  w i t h  D i s a b i l i t i e s ,

U S C C B ,  2 0 1 7 )
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ADDITIONAL ONLINE
RESOURCES

WE’RE HERE FOR
YOU!

WE’RE HERE FOR
YOU!

IS YOUR PARISH
WELCOMING TO

ALL?

Promoting parish educational ,
spir itual ,  l i turgical ,  and social
services that ensure the
inclusion of al l .
Providing awareness,
assistance, and support to
parish advocates and staff  to
identify and meet the unique
needs of individuals with
physical and intel lectual
disabil i t ies.
Advocating for the education
and sacramental needs of
persons with disabil i t ies.
Offering a supportative
presence for famil ies and
caregivers.

Enl ist  a parish advocate for
inclusion.
Incorporate inclusive offerings
into your events promotions or
bulletins (accessibi l i ty features,
signing/ASL Masses,  large-print ,
hearing devices,  etc.)
Create a welcoming parish with
an accessible l ivestream Mass,
use platforms l ike YouTube Live
for bui lt-in automatic captions.
Work to el iminate barriers to
attending, participating in,
serving at ,  and otherwise being
part of Masses,  events,  and al l
parish activit ies.
Designate greeters for your
ramp entrances to assist
persons with disabil i t ies.
Educate parishioners on
disabil i ty issues with
inserts/segments in your parish
bulletin.
Recruit  volunteers to assist
persons with special  needs in
rel igious education programs.
Pray for persons with disabil i t ies
in your General Intercessions at
Mass.

FIRE Foundation of  Northeast
Iowa:
Ignit ing Inclusive Catholic Education
https://f irefoundationneiowa.org/

National Catholic Partnership on
Disability:
https://ncpd.org/
    
Adapted Faith Formation (NCPD) :
https://ncpd.org/adapted-faith-
formation

United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops:
https://www.usccb.org

Pastoral Statement on Persons with
Disabilities:
https://www.usccb.org/resources/pastoral
-statement-u-s-catholic-bishops-
persons-disabil i t ies-0

Guidelines for the Celebration of the
Sacraments with Persons with
Disabilities:
https://www.usccb.org/committees/divine
-worship/policies/guidel ines-sacraments-
persons-with-disabil i t ies

Loyola Press- Adaptive Learning:
https://www.loyolapress.com/faith-
formation/special-needs/

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Guidelines-for-the-Celebration-of-the-Sacraments-with-Persons-with-Disabilities-Revised-Edition.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Guidelines-for-the-Celebration-of-the-Sacraments-with-Persons-with-Disabilities-Revised-Edition.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Guidelines-for-the-Celebration-of-the-Sacraments-with-Persons-with-Disabilities-Revised-Edition.pdf
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