
   

 

Rev. Henry Thang M. Pham 

PASTOR 
frhenryofstmary@gmail.com 

(706) 886-2819 ext– 1 

Sacramental Emergency 

770-561-3918  

 

Rev. Mr. Greg Ollick, M.A. 
Deacon & Administrator 

gregollick@aol.com 

(404) 918-7472 

 

PARISH OFFICE 

 
Monday: 12PM - 2PM 

Tuesday through Thursday:  
10AM -  2PM 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass 

Sunday: 8:30 AM (English) 

                 12 PM (Tiếng Việt) 

Tues, Thurs, Sat: 9 AM 

Monday; Wednesday: 6PM 

1st Friday Only: 6PM 

DIVINE OFFICE 
 

Tuesday, Thursday, & Saturday 
7:00AM—8:45AM  

Monday; Wednesday; 1st Friday 
4PM-5:45PM 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
Saturday: 8:30 AM  

Sunday: 8:00 AM 

RECONCILIATION 

Monday -Thursday after Mass 

Saturday: 9:45 AM & 4 PM 

Or by appointment 

BAPTISM & MATRIMONY 
Contact Deacon Greg 

404-918-7472 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
Sharon Cook (706) 297-8344 

Jessica Burger (904) 219-1129 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION 
RCIA 

Deacon Greg Ollick (404) 918-7472 

Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com 

Office: (706) 886-2819 

Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org 

FaceBook: stmarystoccoa 

St Mary 
 

Catholic Church 
************************************ 

Our time is now 
Let’s grow together 

 

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577 

BLESSINGS 
 Today’s readings include another account of the story of Jesus’ 
birth. The reading from the book of Numbers reminds us that we are 
blessed. We are looked upon with kindness and grace. The psalm and 
Galatians remind us of the blessings given through God’s Son. Luke tells 
of our ultimate blessing, that Mary, a human being like us, gave birth to a 
child who is God’s Son. Mary, a young mother, watches all that is hap-
pening around the birth of her son. She listens as the shepherds bring 
messages from angels, a message she also received from an angel, about 
her son. Yet Mary remains silent. She keeps all this news about her son 
to herself. She reflects on all these experiences. The only thing she 
shares is the name of her son, Jesus, a name given him before he was 
even conceived. Her silence leaves us wondering if this is how one re-
sponds to such a great blessing. 
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TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading:      Numbers 6:22-27.   Psalm: Psalm 67 
Second Reading:   Galatians 4:4-7   Gospel: Luke 2:16-21 

Pope Francis’  prayer  intention   for  January  

For educators  
We pray that educators may be credible 

witnesses, teaching fraternity rather than 
competition and helping the youngest and 
most vulnerable above all.  

 Cầu cho các Nhà Giáo Dục  
Chúng ta hãy cầu nguyện để các nhà giáo dục trở nên chứng 

nhân đáng tin cậy, biết dạy về tình huynh đệ hơn là óc ganh đua, 
cũng như biết ưu tiên giúp đỡ những ai nhỏ bé nhất và dễ bị tổn 
thương nhất. 

2023 
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MASS SCHEDULE & INTENTIONS 
12/31/2022  — 01/ 01 08/2023 

SAT:   12/31: (VIRGIL) Mary, the Holy Mother of God;  

 The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord;  

 5:00 PM:  Jan Sibley (D) Quienton-Bark  

SUN:  01/01:   Mary, the Holy Mother of God;  
 - The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord;  
 - World Day of Prayer for Peace;  
 - NEW YEAR’S DAY  

 8:30 AM:  To To (L) Birthday Pauline Le 
 12:00 PM:  Tạ ơn và cầu bình an   

  (Gđ Hoa Nguyen & Mai Doan) 

MON:  01/02 Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 

 6:00 PM:  Tạ Ơn Chúa (Gđ)  Mai Trần 

    
TUE:   01/03   The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

 9:00 AM:  Rita Nash (D) Karen Roberts  

WED:  01/04   St. Elizabeth Ann Seton  
 6:00 PM:  Thanksgiving (L) Vistitor 

THUR:  01/05   St. John Neumann 

 9:00 AM:  Thanks to Blessed Virgin Mary (L)
  Visitor 

FRI:  01/06   St. André Bessette; First Friday 
6:00 PM New Year Blessing & Peace (L) Visitor  

SAT:  01/07  St. Raymond of Penyafort; First  
 Saturday; Julian Calendar Christmas 

 9:00 AM:  Joe Spicer (L) Fr. Henry 

 5:00 PM:  Donald Tirico (D) Richard & Gerri  

SUN:  01/08:   THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 8:30 AM:  Karen Poole (D) Ladies Guild 
 12:00 PM:   Phaolo Hue Thanh Nguyen (D)

  Mr. & Mrs. Thanh 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Mon:  1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 

Tues:  1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 

Wed:  1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42 

Thu:   1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 4:14-22a 

Fri:     1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  

           Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 

Sat:   1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11 

Sun:   Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 

Resolve to Spread God’s Mercy and Peace 

Imagine: two New Year’s celebrations in little 

over a month! In late November, Advent began the 

new liturgical year, and today the secular New Year 

2023 begins. In today’s Gospel, everyone who heard 

it was amazed by the story the shepherds told of the 

angels’ message regarding the child. Mary herself 

continued to reflect on all these things in her heart. 

With religious persecutions raging, international and 

domestic conflicts seething, our family and friends 

suffering various difficulties, and COVID not yet en-

tirely in the rear-view mirror, not to mention our 

own personal problems, how much our world needs 

Jesus as another New Year veiled in mystery begins! 

As we pray for God’s mercy to enfold our world and 

embrace each of us in 2023, let our New Year’s reso-

lution be to live for others, as Mary did, a channel of 

God’s mercy and an instrument of Christ’s peace. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.  

 

Please keep the  following people   
in your prayers 

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Barnett, June 
Webb, Sharon Cook, Eddie Hallford, Jay 
McAtee, John Craton, Lucca Fiorillo, Melissa 
Grigg, James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin 
Isbell, Jerry Powell, Alice Marold, Kim 
Kellams, Danny Carter, Joachim Phạm 
Tường, David Trương, Chip O’Neil,  Tim 
McGlone Sr., Timothy McGlone Jr., Robert McGlone,  
Laura Meyh, Christen Cook, Karen Poole, Lindsey McDonald,  
Helen Biester, Rebecca Gonzalez and for all others not  
mentioned here.  

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer  Inten-
tions, please contact Christa (706) 886-2819. or Mrs. Gerrie 
Chalk at:  706 -963–0050 for a loved one who is sick.  
Our homebound Ministers are please to bring you the Holy 
Communion and Weekly Bulletin. 

Bible Study  

Please join us for our special Bible Study - The 
Chosen.  Beginning this Wednesday evening, 
January 4th, right after the 6pm Mass.  This is 
absolutely the most exciting story ever told.  You 
won't want to miss this one. 
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Suy niệm: Chúa Nhật 01/01/2023 - Lk 2, 16-21 

“Các mục đồng trở về,  
chúc tụng ngợi khen Thiên Chúa  

(Lc 2,20)  

Hôm nay chúng ta mừng lễ Đức Maria, Mẹ Thiên 
Chúa, Đấng đã mang Con Thiên Chúa vào thế gian. Và 
hôm nay chúng ta tôn vinh Mẹ Maria bao nhiêu, thì 
chúng ta cũng tôn vinh Chúa Giêsu, Con chí thánh của 
Mẹ bấy nhiêu. 

Thoạt nhìn, có vẻ lạ lùng khi Tin Mừng hôm nay tập 
trung vào các mục đồng đến gặp Chúa Giêsu mới sinh và 
ra về ngợi khen Thiên Chúa. Nhưng chắc chắn Mẹ Maria 
muốn chúng ta cùng hát với họ những bài ca ngợi! Trong 
mọi việc Mẹ làm, Mẹ Maria đã hướng dẫn mọi người tôn 
vinh Con của Mẹ vì ơn cứu độ mà Ngài sẽ mang lại cho 
họ. 

Trong mọi thời đại, Mẹ Maria đã tìm cách đưa mọi 
người đến với Chúa Giêsu và thúc đẩy họ ca ngợi và thờ 
phượng Ngài. Trên thực tế, đó có lẽ là mong muốn lớn 
nhất của Mẹ đối với chúng ta khi chúng ta bắt đầu một 
năm mới. Mẹ biết rằng chúng ta có rất nhiều lý do để ca 
ngợi Con của Mẹ. Chúng ta có thể ca ngợi Ngài vì đã trở 
thành người phàm và dạy chúng ta cầu nguyện. Chúng ta 
có thể tôn thờ Người vì đã hiến mình trên thập giá để 
cứu chúng ta. Chúng ta có thể tôn vinh Ngài vì đã ban 
cho chúng ta Thần Khí của Ngài và biến chúng ta thành 
con cái Thiên Chúa. Chúng ta không bao giờ có thể hết lý 
do để ngợi khen Chúa Giêsu! 

Vì vậy, hãy biến điều này thành mục tiêu của bạn: 
ngợi khen Chúa Giêsu nhiều hơn vào năm 2023. Không 
phải lúc nào cũng dễ dàng đưa lời ngợi khen vào lời cầu 
nguyện hằng ngày của bạn, đặc biệt nếu bạn không quen 
với điều đó. Bạn có thể không biết phải nói gì. Nhưng 
bạn có thể bắt đầu bằng cách cảm ơn Chúa Giêsu về 
những ơn lành của bạn. Bạn cũng có thể ca ngợi Ngài vì 
đã tha thứ tội lỗi cho bạn. Và bạn có thể vui mừng trong 
sự trung tín và tình yêu bất tận của Ngài. 

Khi bạn thêm lời ngợi khen vào lời cầu nguyện của 
mình, bạn luôn có thể xin Mẹ Maria, Mẹ Thiên Chúa và 
là Mẹ của bạn, giúp đỡ. Bạn có thể sử dụng bài Magnifi-
cat, bài ca ngợi khen của chính Mẹ, như một hình mẫu 
khi bạn bắt đầu tôn vinh Chúa (Lc 1,46-55). Và bạn có 
thể yên tâm khi biết rằng Mẹ Maria đang ca ngợi Chúa 
Giêsu cùng với bạn – suốt cả năm! 

Lạy Chúa, linh hồn con ngợi khen sự  

vĩ đại của Chúa! Thần trí vui mừng 
trong Chúa, Đấng Cứu Độ con! 

Meditation: Sunday JAN 01, 2023- Lk 2, 16-21 

The shepherds returned, praising God  
 (Luke 2:20) 

Today we celebrate the feast of Mary, Mother of God, 
the one who brought the Son of God into the world. And 
as much as we honor Mary today, we also honor Jesus, 
her divine Son. 

At first glance, it may seem odd that today’s Gospel 
focuses on the shepherds who came to see the newborn 
Jesus and left praising God. But surely Mary would want 
us to join them in their songs of praise! In everything she 
did, Mary led people to glorify her Son for the salvation 
he would win for them. 

In every age, Mary has sought to bring all people to 
Jesus and to urge them to praise and worship him. In 
fact, it’s probably her greatest desire for us as we begin a 
new year. She knows that we have so many reasons to 
praise her Son. We can praise him for becoming a man 
and teaching us to pray. We can adore him for offering 
himself on the cross to save us. We can glorify him for 
giving us his Spirit and making us children of God. We 
can never run out of reasons to praise Jesus! 

So make this your goal: to praise Jesus more in 2023. 
It’s not always easy to include praise in your daily prayer, 
especially if you’re not accustomed to it. You might not 
know what to say. But you can begin by thanking Jesus 
for your blessings. You can also praise him for forgiving 
your sins. And you can rejoice in his faithfulness and un-
ending love. 

As you add praise to your prayer, you can always ask 
Mary, Mother of God and your Mother, for help. You can 
use the Magnificat, her own song of praise, as a model as 
you set out to magnify the Lord (Luke 1:46-55). And you 
can take comfort in knowing that Mary is praising Jesus 
right along with you-all year long! 

“My soul proclaims your greatness,  

Lord! My spirit rejoices in you, my Savior!” 
Nguồn: The Word Among Us, January, 2023 

Phó tế Phaolô Vũ Đức Thành, SDD. chuyển ngữ 

 
Parish Council will be meeting on  

 - Thursday, January 5th  

 - 6:00 PM.  

 - at Social Hall 

 - All registered parishioners 

    are invited 



 4 

 

Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI (1927-2022) 

“With sorrow I inform you that the Pope Emeritus,  

Benedict XVI, passed away today at 9:34 in the Mater  

Ecclesiae Monastery in the Vatican. Further information 

will be provided as soon as possible.”  

Theo nguồn tin từ Vatican News, Đức Thánh Cha Benedic-

to XVI vừa băng hà lúc 9:34 tại Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, 

Vatican. Mọi thông tin kế tiếp sẽ được thông báo sau. Kính 

xin mọi người hiệp thông cầu nguyện cho Vị Cha Chung 

của chúng ta sớm được hưởng phúc vinh Nước Trời. 

OUR FASCINATING FAITH 
Resolve to spread God’s Mercy and Peace 

Imagine: two New Year’s celebrations in little over a 
month! In late November, Advent began the new  
liturgical year, and today the secular New Year 2023 
begins. In today’s Gospel, everyone who heard it 
was amazed by the story the shepherds told of the 
angels’ message regarding the child. Mary herself 
continued to reflect on all these things in her heart. 
With religious persecutions raging, international 
and domestic conflicts seething, our family and 
friends suffering various difficulties, and COVID not 
yet entirely in the rear-view mirror, not to mention 
our own personal problems, how much our world 
needs Jesus as another New Year veiled in mystery 
begins! As we pray for God’s mercy to  
enfold our world and embrace each of us in 2023, 
let our New Year’s resolution be to live for others, 
as Mary did, a channel of God’s mercy and an  
instrument of Christ’s peace. 

    Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

PASSIONS    —Richard Steele 

We should employ our passions in the service of 
life, not spend life in the service of our passions. 
NEW YEAR    —G. K. Chesterton 
The object of a new year is not that we should have a 

new year, but rather that we should have a new soul. 

Come and See! 

On behalf of the St. Mary Community, I would like to 
thank you, Mr. Joe Craighton, who completed the 
project of renovating the three signs of our Church, 
on Big A Road, Rose lane, and in front of the Church 
at no cost to the Church. 
May God bless you and your family abundantly for 
your hard work and generosity.            —Fr. Henry 
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Offertory/Contribution 
Weekend of December 24  & 25, 2022 

The counters for this week are:  
Nancy Williamson, Bill Mercure & Connie Tirico   

Second collection on December 24 & 25  is for  
Catholic Charities (Christmas Offering in with Offertory) 

If you would like to volunteer for this ministry,  contact Nancy  
Williamson for training via Christa in the office. 706-886-2819. 

 
Thank you for your generosity! 

Weekly Budget      $3,100 

Offertory     $7,022 

Building Campaign $2,026 

Vietnameses collection for the Retreat $1,000 

Silent Auction $2,049 

 

Thanks be to God, our Parish had a fantastic First Si-
lent Auction. We are very grateful for everyone in our 
Parish. Primarily, we thank you to Mrs. Donna and her 
husband, Mr. Dennis Smith, Mrs. Carolyn Hayes and her 
husband, Mr. Hank, and the Ladies of St. Mary’s: Mrs. 
Bartha Barra, Mrs. Gerrie Chalk, Mrs . Cathy Haynes, Mrs. 
Cynthia Li, Mrs. Jan Ollick and Mrs. Lorena Skinner, Mrs. 
Stephanie … And all others volunteers from different 
Ministries of St. Mary. We are so blessed to see many 
generous Samaritans who supported this event.  (The list 
of our supporters is endless, and those worked humbly 
behind the scenes. Only God can bless you all enough).  

We hope that we will have it again soon. The Silent 
Auction event that took place for the first time is not only 
about money for our Church Capital Compain but also 
because out of your Faith in God, everyone cares for our 
Church Community, especially for our beloved children.         

May God bless you abundantly during the Christmas 
Season and throughout the prosperous New Year 2023.   

Fr. Henry Thang M Pham 

PATH has Abortion Healing  

Virtual Bible Studies  

starting soon! 

Abortion has a deep ripple effect. You may have 
chosen abortion personally, lost a child to abortion, 
or your life has been profoundly affected by abor-

tion. PATH can help you through the healing pro-
cess by joining one of our Virtual Bible Studies spe-
cifically for abortion healing. PATH offers day and 
evening classes, small groups, one-on-one settings, 
and separate groups for women and men. These 
CONFIDENTIAL classes are offered in both English 
and Spanish.  

Your grief is valid and we at PATH (Post Abor-
tion Treatment & Healing) are here to help walk 
alongside you on your healing journey.  Take 
heart...He is calling.  

For more information call 404-717-5557  

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES 
Please remember to keep up with 

your Capital Campaign Pledge contribu-
tion. By  doing this, it will help to keep us 
on track to make this a successful build.  

Please make your checks out to St. 
Mary’s Building Fund. Thank you! 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION  ON JANUARY 2023 
Confirmation Sat: 6:00 PM—8:30 PM  

Grades PK-9 Sun:  9:30 AM—11:30 AM 

Class Date 

NO CLASS  Jan 01 

PSR Jan 08 

PSR Jan 15 

PSR Jan 22 

PSR Jan 29 

Confirmation Jan 21 

APPRICIATION ! 

Mrs. Karen Poole’s chil-

dren would like to thank you  

Father Henry, Deacon Greg 

and the Ladies of  St Mary for 

all the help  with the funeral 

receptions for their Mom and 

the  Silent Auction. May God 

bless all of us, so we can  

develop our Church in every 

aspect, especially whatever we do, we will do with GOD, 

for GOD, our Church and our beloved children.  

(Courtney & Joe and siblings) 
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Gunsmithing Services 
FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION 

APPRAISALS * CONSULTING 
 *CERTIFIED GUNSMITH 
 *NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR 
 *RANGE SAFETY OFFICER 
 *PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER 
 *SALES 
 *PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS 
Bill Mercure                                     Cell (404)372-2771 
NRA Life Member                 Ph/Fax(706)779-0301 
Toccoa, GA                                      mercure@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

15% Discount for all 

New Clients 
John Stelmack, CPA 

11 Business Center Drive 

Suite 203 

Eastanollee, Ga 30538 

(Next to Home Depot) 

Phone: 706-244-6846 

Fax: 706-886-1301 

JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz 

Brother John’s Subs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557 
(Next to 1st Franklin Financial) 

  (706) 886-9597 Hallie Edenfield 

King’s Beverage   
Package Store 

801 Big A Road S  

       (706) 827-0099 
Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit 

will be donated to our Building Fund 

2950 W Currahee Street 

Toccoa GA 30577 

www.peachhousefarm.com 

Instagram @peachhousefarm 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop  

Instruments & Accessories 

Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer 

OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM 

             Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

         1572 Falls Road 

        (706) 599-1107 

Alexander’s Flowers & Gifts 

 
147 Center Plaza Dr. 

Toccoa, Ga 30577 
 (706) 886-9431 

 

Ladies of St. 
Mary’s 

The Ladies of St. 
Mary serve to provide 
a community of fellow-
ship and growth in faith, reaching out 
to serve and support our pastor, parish 
families and the community. We serve 
God through a commitment and uniting 
our members through prayer, work and 
service.   
Meet:  2nd Wed/ month (Sept—May)  
 at 10 AM in Parish Hall 
Co-Presidents: 
 Martha Barrs  (770) 540-6820 
 Helen Biester (706) 391-0462 

In Memory of 

Matilde  

In Loving 
Memory of  
Don Cook 

The Knights of Columbus is a world-
wide organization of Catholic Men who 
are in communion with the Church and 
function under the four principles of 
Charity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism.  
The members of Council 9975 are a  
hardy “Band of Brothers” to coin a 
phrase, that are dedicated to support our 
Pastor  Fr. Henry Pham in his efforts as 
leader of  our parish here at St. Mary’s. 

For more information please look 
for any parishioner that is wearing  
a Bright Yellow Name Tag for more  
information.  

Meeting & Activities  
Membership Meetings  

the 4th Tuesday /1 month 
Parish Breakfasts: 

 on the 1st or 2nd Sunday/1month 

 The Knights of Columbus  

Joseph M. Malik 

Council 9975 

 


