
   

 

THE GLORY OF THE DIVINE WAY 
 Today’s readings draw us into ageless, vibrant depths. Followers of 
God’s law, we belong to ancient traditions. Children of God, we marvel at 
the freshness of creation. The Old Testament readings, from Sirach and 
the Psalms, celebrate the rich blessings we receive when we observe 
God’s commands—not because we are slaves to the law, but because 
the law gives life in abundance. Saint Paul’s Letter to the Corinthians con-
firms the glory of divine law, but warns that God’s ways tend to be un-
popular and misunderstood in this world. Paul speaks of the ancient wis-
dom of God, which is mysteriously both “hidden” and “revealed.” God 
does not have secret codes that we earthly mortals cannot understand; 
in love, God reveals the glory of the divine way in Jesus. Saint Matthew’s 
Gospel emphasizes the importance of living in God’s law, enlivened by a 
deep and personal relationship with Jesus.  
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TODAY’S READINGS 

  First Reading:        Sirach 15:15-20      Psalm:     119  
  Second Reading:  1 Corinthians 2:6-10      Gospel:   Matthew 5:17-37  

Pope Francis’  prayer  intention 02/2023 

For parishes  
We pray that parishes, placing commun-

ion at the centre, may increasingly become 
communities of faith, fraternity and welcome 
towards those most in need. 

                    Cầu cho các Giáo Xứ  
Chúng ta hãy cầu nguyện cho các giáo xứ, biết đặt sự hiệp 

thông làm trung tâm, để ngày càng trở nên những cộng đoàn đức 
tin, huynh đệ và mở ra đón tiếp những ai thiếu thốn nhất. 

Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com 

Office: (706) 886-2819 

Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org 

FaceBook: stmarystoccoa 

St Mary Catholic Church 
********************************************** 

Our time is now 
Let’s grow together 

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577 

Ayen Camilli 
PARISH SECRETARY 

Monday to Friday 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

(706) 886-2819 

Rev. Mr. Greg Ollick, M.A. 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  

gregollick@aol.com  

(404) 918-7472  

Mrs. Jessica Burger  
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

(904) 219-1129 

RECONCILIATION 

Monday - Thursday: After Mass 

Saturday:  9:45 AM; 4:00 PM 

Or:             by appointment 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass 

Sunday:    8:30 AM (English) 

                   12 PM (Tiếng Việt) 

Tue, Thur, Saturday:  9:00 AM 

Mon, Wed, 1st Friay: 6:00 PM 

HOLY HOUR / HOLY ROSARY  

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 

                  7:00 AM - 8:45 AM  

Monday; Wednesday; 1st Friday: 

               4:00 PM - 5:45 PM 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 

Saturday:  8:30 AM  

Sunday:     8:00 AM 

Fr. Henry’ Thang M. Pham 
PASTOR 

frhenryofstmary@gmail.com 
(706) 886-2819 ext – 2 

Sacramental Emergency 
770-561-3918  

Anh Hà Quyền 
VIETNAMESE CONNECTION 

(918) 88-2575 
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Mass schedule & Intentions 
FEBRUARY 11—18, 2023 

SAT:   02/11:   (VIRGIL) 6th  SUNDAY IN OT 
  CHÚA NHẬT 6 THƯỜNG NIÊN 

   World Marriage Day  

 5:00 PM: All couple marriage (Fr. Henry)   
   John Webb (D) (Mrs. June Webb) 

SUN:  02/12:   6th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   CHÚA NHẬT 6 THƯỜNG NIÊN 

 8:30 AM:  All couple marriage (Fr. Henry)   

   John Webb (D) (Mrs. June Webb) 

 12:00 PM:  All couple marriage (Fr. Henry)   
   Tạ ơn Chúa  (gđ Cô Ánh Nguyệt) 

MON:  02/13   

 6:00 PM:  Lucia Phạm Mít (D) by Nguyễn Đào 

TUE:   02/14  Ss. Cyril and Methodius;  

   Valentine’s Day  
 9:00 AM:  Maria Phạm Hoa (D) (Nguyễn Đào) 

WED:  02/15   
 6:00 PM:  Anna Phạm Huệ (D) (Nguyễn Đào) 

THUR:  02/16   
 9:00 AM:  Rita Nash (D) Mrs. June Webb 

FRI:  02/17  The Seven Holy Founders of the  
   Servite Order 

SAT:  02/18  Blessed Virgin Mary  

 9:00 AM:  Sally Studley (D) Mrs. June Webb 
 5:00 PM:  Floris; Kevin Klien (L) Klien Family 

SUN:  02/19:   7th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
   CHÚA NHẬT 7 THƯỜNG NIÊN 

8:30 AM:  Phêrô Nguyễn (D) Nguyễn Nguyệt 

 12:00 PM:  Thanksgiving (L) Nguyễn Nguyệt 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Gn 4:1-15, 25; Ps 50:1, 8, 16bc-17, 20-21;   
 Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Gn 6:5-8; 7:1-5, 10; Ps 29:1a, 2, 3ac-4, 3b,  
 9c-10; Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Gn 8:6-13, 20-22; Ps 116:12-15, 18-19;  
 Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday: Gn 9:1-13; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23;  
 Mk 8:27-33 
Friday: Gn 11:1-9; Ps 33:10-15; Mk 8:34 — 9:1 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-7; Ps 145:2-5, 10-11; Mk 9:2-13 
Sunday: Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-4, 8, 10, 12-13;  
 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 5:38-48 

Weekly Prayer Intentions 
https://www.usccb.org/events  

1/ February 7 -14, 2023:   

National Marriage Week 

The observances of National  
Marriage Week (Feb. 7-14) and 
World Marriage Day (Sunday, Feb. 
12) are an opportunity to focus on building a culture of 
life and love that begins with supporting and promoting 
marriage and the family. This year's theme, 
"Marriage...one flesh, given and received" highlights the 
one-flesh union of husband and wife that is willed by 
God. It also indicates the personal self-gift of each 
spouse, one to the other. These concepts point to Christ 
who gives Himself under the appearance of bread and 
wine—as real flesh and blood.  

2/ February 18-19:  2023 Archbishop’s Annual Appeal.  

                     (Different from our Capital Campaign)                     
Our participation in the AAA is to help our Diocese to pro-

claim the Gospel and support the people in North and Central 
Georgia growing in faith, hope, love, and service to the needy. 

(Please be prayerful and participate in the archbishop’s 
Annual Appeal as the joint mission of the Church in the Arch-
diocese of Atlanta).  

 3/ PREPARE FOR THE LENTENT SEASON:  

-  ASH WEDNESDAY ON FEB 22, 2023: Two Masses 

  * 9:00 AM (English) 

 * 6:00 PM (Bilingual) 

- EVERY FRIDAY following ASH WEDNESDAY 

 * at 6:00 PM: Station Of The Cross  

 * NO MASS (even First Friday) 

4/ Holy Anointing of the sick:  

Begin the Sacrament of the Holy Anointing of the sick 
in March  

 *  on the First Firday after Station of the Cross  

 * and on First Saturday after 9:00 AM Mass   
      (during Lent). 
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CHÚA NHẬT VI THƯỜNG NIÊN 02/12/2023 

Suy niệm:  Mt 5:17—37 

“Ai tuân hành và dạy làm như thế, thì sẽ được 
gọi là lớn nhất trong Nước Trời” (Mt 5,19).  

Thế giới của chúng ta sẽ như thế nào nếu mọi người sống 
những giáo huấn mà Chúa Giêsu dạy chúng ta trong bài Tin 
Mừng hôm nay? Đó sẽ là một thế giới nơi mà mọi người làm 
nên những sự khác biệt của mình cách bình an. Nơi mà những 
người chồng, người vợ luôn luôn chung thủy với nhau. Nơi mà 
không ai nói dối hoặc can dự vào những chuyện bất lương. 

Một thế giới như thế xem ra là không thể, nhưng đây lại là 
thế giới mà Thiên Chúa luôn muốn dành tặng cho dân của 
Người. Đó là vương quốc mà Chúa Giêsu đã loan báo là đã 
“đến gần” vào lúc khởi đầu sứ vụ của Người (Mt 3,2). Đó là 
vương quốc mà Người đã mở ra bằng cái chết và sự phục sinh 
của Người. Nếu vương quốc ấy dường như còn bị che giấu 
cách nào, thì đó là bởi vì nó vẫn còn đang hình thành! Chúng 
ta sẽ không có kinh nghiệm về vương quốc ấy cách trọn vẹn 
cho đến khi Chúa Giêsu lại đến. 

Nhưng điều đó không có nghĩa là chúng ta ít nhất không 
thể bắt đầu kinh nghiệm về vương quốc của Thiên Chúa ngay 
hôm nay. Thực vậy, Thiên Chúa đang mời gọi chúng ta xây 
dựng vương quốc của Người. Bằng cách nào? Chúng ta có thể 
bắt đầu bằng việc áp dụng Bài Giảng trên Núi của Chúa Giêsu 
như một kiểu mẫu cho cuộc sống của chúng ta. Người mời gọi 
chúng ta cầu nguyện và đừng lo lắng về những nhu cầu hằng 
ngày của chúng ta. Để chăm sóc cho người nghèo. Để tha thứ 
như Thiên Chúa đã tha thứ cho chúng ta. Để yêu thương kẻ 
thù của chúng ta. Để đưa cả má kia nữa. Khi chúng ta làm 
những việc này, chúng ta làm cho vương quốc của Thiên Chúa 
nên hữu hình. 

Bởi vì các giáo huấn của Chúa Giêsu có thể đòi hỏi nhiều, 
nên chúng ta có thể cố gắng bào chữa cho chính bản thân 
hoặc suy nghĩ rằng chỉ các thánh mới có thể tuân giữ các giáo 
huấn đó. Nhưng chúng ta càng cố gắng sống những lời Chúa 
Giêsu dạy, Thánh Thần của Người càng đổ đầy ân sủng thánh 
thiêng của Người trên những nỗ lực của chúng ta – và chúng 
ta càng nhận ra điều đó không chỉ tùy thuộc vào chúng ta, mà 
còn nhờ vào quyền năng của Thiên Chúa trong chúng ta. 

Trong Thánh Lễ hôm nay, bạn hãy thưa với Chúa xem bạn 
có thể mang vương quốc của Chúa đến những nơi bạn đang 
sống và làm việc như thế nào. Hãy cậy dựa vào giáo huấn của 
Người như kim chỉ nam hướng dẫn bạn và Thánh Thần sẽ 
tăng sức cho bạn. Trên hết, hãy tỉnh thức, bởi vì các cơ hội để 
xây dựng Nước Chúa chắc chắn sẽ đến với bạn! 

“Lạy Chúa Giêsu, nguyện xin cho Nước 
Chúa trị đến qua con và qua mọi con dân 
của Chúa!” 

SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 02/12/23  

Meditation: 5:17-37  

Whoever obeys and teaches these commandments 
will be called greatest in the kingdom of heaven.  

(Matthew 5:19) 

  

 What would our world be like if everyone lived out 
the teachings that Jesus gives us in today’s Gospel? It 
would be a world where people work out their differ-
ences peacefully. Where husbands and wives are always 
faithful to one another. Where no one tells a lie or engag-
es in dishonest deals. 

Such a world might seem impossible, but this is the 
world that God has always intended for his people. It’s 
the kingdom that Jesus announced was “at hand” at the 
beginning of his ministry (Matthew 3:2). It’s the kingdom 
that he ushered in by his death and resurrection. If it 
seems hidden in some ways, that’s because it’s still under 
construction! We won’t experience it fully until Jesus 
comes again. 

But that doesn’t mean we can’t at least begin to expe-
rience God’s kingdom today. In fact, God is calling us 
to build the kingdom. How? We can begin by taking Je-
sus’ Sermon on the Mount as a blueprint for our lives. He 
calls us to pray and not worry about our daily needs. To 
care for the poor. To forgive as God has forgiven us. To 
love our enemies. To turn the other cheek. When we do 
these things, we make God’s kingdom visible. 

Because Jesus’ teachings can be challenging, we might 
try to make excuses for ourselves or think that only the 
saints can obey them. But the more we try to live out Je-
sus’ words, the more his Spirit fills our efforts with his 
divine grace – and the more we come to realize that it 
doesn’t depend only on us, but also on God’s power 
within us. 

Today at Mass, ask the Lord how you might bring 
God’s kingdom to the places where you live and work. 
Rely on his teachings to guide you and the Spirit to em-
power you. Above all, stay alert, because opportunities to 
build the kingdom of God will surely come your way! 

“Jesus, may your kingdom come 
through me and all your people!” 

 

Sr. Maria Trần Thị Ngọc Hương chuyển ngữ 
Nguồn: WAU, February, 2023  
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Christ is alive in 2023, and children are recognizing 
him in their lives.  We have been moved to tears reading 
in past essay entries the stories of how Jesus makes 
himself known to the children.  May the Lord make us 
all like little children! 

 Just a quick reminder that there is still plenty of time 
for your students to participate in the 3rd annual Christ 
Is Alive! Essay Contest sponsored by Communication 
Center: 

It’s open to students in grades 3 through 8 who are 
enrolled in Catholic school or parish religious educa-
tion.  All they have to do is describe a moment they felt 
close to God. Only one page. Due March 31, 2023.  

If a child in your parish or school wins: 

- the winner receives: $100 and a Bible  
- the winner’s teacher or catechist receives:$100  

- the winner’s class receives:  $100 for a class celebration  
- the winner’s school or parish receives: $200  

Over $5000 in prizes will be awarded to two winners 
in each grade. But more importantly, students who 
participate have a chance to proclaim the Good News 
that Christ Is Alive!  

Visit comcenter.com/christisalive for contest details 
and entry forms. Email or call me if you have any ques-
tions. I’m here to help you participate: 

Sharon Jones: Religious Ed. Support 
CommunicationCenter 
Direct:574-784-1036 

Toll-Free: 1-800-348-2227 

Christ is alive in 2023 

Essay Contest Reward 
Plus 

  The Knights of Colum-
bus at St. Mary, Toccoa 
Council would like to 
match $100 on top of the 
winning Prize to reward 
the student of Our Com-

munity who would win the Essay Contest. 

St. Patrick Feast, An Irish Catholic Tradition 

Mark your Calendar for     Saturday, 
March 18, 2023. St. Mary Community  
will celebrate the  Irish Patron, St. Pat-
rick- Party after the Vigil Mass and. 
More information will come soon.  

14 February  St. Valentine's Feast Day 

St Valentine's official feast day was first held on 14 Febru-
ary in the year 496. At the time this feast day was chosen to 
replace a pagan practice which the Christian Church was try-
ing to stamp out. It wasn't until the Middle Ages that St Valen-
tine was connected with courtly love. Poets such as Geoffrey 
Chaucer built on the legends surrounding St Valentine and 
began the tradition of associating Saint Valentine with roman-
tic love that we celebrate today. 

St Valentine the Patron Saint of Love 

Representing love, young people and happy marriages, St 
Valentine's Day became the day for exchanging love messag-
es. The earliest known love notes were written on handmade 
cards, often with extravagant verses of poetry describing how 
much the recipient was loved. These beautiful creations were 
elaborately decorated with pictures, lace and ribbons and 
were treasured items kept for many years. 

Over time, the tradition of sending cards became more 
widespread as postage services and printing improved. Books 
were published about how to write sentimental poetry to 
your lover for Valentine's Day. Cards were often sent anony-
mously, giving the recipient the thrill of guessing the identity 
of the sender. Poems and simple gifts such as flowers were 
also sent, and today flowers are the most popular of St Valen-

We will celebration of a wonderful St. Valentine’s 
Day, the Vietnamese community will host the  
Parish Potluck St. Valentine Party. We invite every 
family in our St. Mary Community to join the  
Valentine’s Party  

On Tuesday 14, 2023 
From 6:00 PM to 10 PM 

At Jab-Sa Koran  
BBQ Restaurant 
14225 Jones St,  

Lavonia, Ga 30553 
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Offertory/Contribution  
Weekend of FEB 04 & 05, 2023 

The counters for this week are:  
Jan Ollick, Pat Kassal & William King 

Second collection on February 11 & 12 is for  
 St. Vincent de Paul St. Mary  

    Next week  is for Black & Indian Missions   

Thank you for your generosity! 

Weekly Budget      $3,100.00 

Offertory     $6,392.18 

Building Campaign $2,643.78 

St. Vincent de Paul St. Mary $100.00 

 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES 
Please remember to keep up with your 

Capital Campaign Pledge contribution. By  
doing this, it will help to keep us on track 
to make this a successful build.  

Please make your checks out to St. 
Mary’s Building Fund. Thank you! 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION   ON FEBRUARY  2023 
Confirmation Sat: 6:00 PM—8:30 PM  

Grades PK-9 Sun:  9:30 AM—11:30 AM 

Class Date 

NO CLASS  Jan 01 

PSR FEB 05 

PSR FEB 12 

PSR FEB 19 

PSR FEB 26 

Confirmation FEB 18 

WEIGHTY 
An ounce of practice is worth a pound of preaching. 

—John Ray 
THE CURE 

The only known cure for fear is faith.—Lena K. Sadler 

PRESIDENTIAL GARDENING 

After I die, I want it said of me that I plucked a weed 
and planted a flower wherever I thought a flower would 
grow.                                                   —Abraham Lincoln 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS   
Bulletin Submission are to be sent to:  

stmarystoccoa@gmail.com 
NO LATER THAN noon on Wednesday for the bulle-
tin. Late submissions may not be able to be placed. 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
The list of ministries and contact information is  

available in the Narthex of the Church and published on 
our church website: www.stmarystoccoa.org 

“Do not forget to do  
charity work, help one  

another, for God loves such 
sacrifices.” (Heb 13:16)  

“Anh em chớ quên làm việc từ 
thiện, giúp đỡ lẫn nhau, vì Thiên 
Chúa ưa thích những hy lễ  như 

thế”. (Dt 13, 16) 

Please keep the  following  
people   in your prayers 

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Barnett, June 
Webb, Sharon Cook, Eddie Hallford, Jay 
McAtee, John Craton, Lucca Fiorillo, Melis-
sa Grigg, James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin 
Isbell, Jerry Powell, Alice Marold, Kim Kellams, Danny 
Carter, Joachim Phạm M.Tường, Chip O’Neil,  Tim McGlone 
Sr., Timothy McGlone Jr., Robert McGlone, Laura  
Meyh, Christen Cook, Lindsey McDonald,  Helen Biester, 
Rebecca Gonzalez, Joy Powell  and for all others not  
mentioned here.  

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer  Inten-
tions, please contact Mrs. Ayen Camilli ((706) 886-2819  
ext – 1 or Mrs. Gerrie Chalk at:  706 -963–0050 for a  
loved one who is sick. Our homebound Ministers are 
please to bring you the Holy Communion and  
Weekly Bulletin. 

 
We are working on 

obtaining an easement 

to construct the sew-

age line through the 

property owner’s on 

the Big A Road side of 

Rose Lane.   

The City of Toccoa indicated that this would be the least 

costly way of tying into the city sewage.  Once easements are 

obtained, we will meet with the neighbors (Jarrett Phillips) 

and reach an agreement splitting costs.  This has been a slow 

process with so many people involved.  Please keep our 

efforts in your prayers.   

If you have any questions, please contact: 
 Dave Slezickey, (706) 779-1833. 

   BUILDING  UPDATE 
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Gunsmithing Services 
FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION 

APPRAISALS * CONSULTING 
 *CERTIFIED GUNSMITH 
 *NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR 
 *RANGE SAFETY OFFICER 
 *PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER 
 *SALES 
 *PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS 
Bill Mercure                                     Cell (404)372-2771 
NRA Life Member                 Ph/Fax(706)779-0301 
Toccoa, GA                                      mercure@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

15% Discount for all 

New Clients 
John Stelmack, CPA 

11 Business Center Drive 

Suite 203 

Eastanollee, Ga 30538 

(Next to Home Depot) 

Phone: 706-244-6846 

Fax: 706-886-1301 

JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz 

Brother John’s Subs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557 
(Next to 1st Franklin Financial) 

  (706) 886-9597 Hallie Edenfield 

King’s Beverage   
Package Store 

801 Big A Road S  

       (706) 827-0099 
Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit 

will be donated to our Building Fund 

2950 W Currahee Street 

Toccoa GA 30577 

www.peachhousefarm.com 

Instagram @peachhousefarm 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop 

Instruments & Accessories 

Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer 

OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM 

             Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

         1572 Falls Road 

        (706) 599-1107 

 Alexander’s Flowers & Gifts 

 
147 Center Plaza Dr. 

Toccoa, Ga 30577 
 (706) 886-9431 

 

Ladies of St.Mary’s 

The Ladies of St. 
Mary serve to provide a 
community of fellowship 
and growth in faith, 
reaching out to serve 
and support our pastor, parish families 
and the community. We serve God 
through a commitment and uniting  
our members through prayer, work  
and service.   

Meet:  2
nd

 Wed/ month (Sept—May)  
 at 10 AM in Parish Hall 

Co-Presidents: 

Martha Barrs:  (770) 540-6820 
Helen Biester:  (706) 391-0462 

In Memory of 

Matilde  

In Loving 
Memory of  
Don Cook 

The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide 
organization of Catholic Men who are in 
communion with the Church and func-
tion under the four principles of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. The 
members of Council 9975 are a hardy 
“Band of Brothers” to coin a phrase, that 
are dedicated to support our Pastor  Fr. 
Henry Pham in his efforts as leader 
of  our parish here at St. Mary’s. 

For more information please look for 
any parishioner that is wearing  a Bright 
Yellow Name Tag for more  information.   

Meeting & Activities  

Membership Meetings  

the 4th Tuesday /1 month 

Parish Breakfasts: 

 on the 1st or 2nd Sunday/1month 

 The Knights of Columbus  
Joseph M. Malik 

Council 9975 

BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY 
If you would like to have your birth-
day and/anniversary announced on 
WNEG radio/ Connie Gaines, please 
use the signup sheet is in the nar-
thex.  Questions?  Contact Gary 
Cortellino: 678) 360-2545  

garycortel@aol.com 

mailto:garycortel@aol.com

