
   

 

TURNING POINTS 
 Our readings today describe turning points for those whom God has 
chosen. In Genesis, God calls Abram to leave his homeland, with the 
promise of forming a people in a new land. In the Gospel, the disciples 
see Jesus literally in a new light, the bright light of Jesus’ transfiguration. 
They begin to see Jesus, and themselves, in a new way. These are times 
when God presents a new way forward, providing new purpose and en-
ergy. Our lives too have their own turning points, where God is working 
(usually in less spectacular fashion) to lead us into fuller maturity, and 
into deeper unity with God and others. The road ahead, as with Abram, 
Jesus, and the disciples, may be long and difficult. Lent can be a time 
when we reflect upon these turning points in our past, and consider how 
God may be stirring something new in us today. 
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TODAY’S READINGS 

  First Reading:          Genesis 12:1-4a   Psalm: 33  
  Second Reading:     2 Timothy 1:8b-10   Gospel:   Mt 17:1-9  

Pope Francis’  prayer  intention 03/2023 

For victims of abuse  

We pray for those who have suffered harm 
from members of the Church; may they find with-
in the Church herself a concrete response to their 
pain and suffering.                      

                 Cầu cho các nạn nhân bị lạm dụng 

Chúng ta hãy cầu nguyện cho những ai bị tổn thương vì những 
thành viên của Giáo Hội; xin cho họ tìm thấy trong chính Giáo 
Hội sự hồi đáp cụ thể cho nỗi khổ đau của họ. 

Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com 

Office: (706) 886-2819 

Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org 

FaceBook: stmarystoccoa 

St Mary Catholic Church 
********************************************** 

Our time is now 
Let’s grow together 

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577 

Ayen Camilli 
PARISH SECRETARY 

Monday to Friday 

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

(706) 886-2819 

Rev. Mr. Greg Ollick, M.A. 
ADULT FAITH FORMATION  

gregollick@aol.com  

(404) 918-7472  

Mrs. Jessica Burger  
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION 

(904) 219-1129 

RECONCILIATION 

Monday - Thursday: After Mass 

Saturday:  9:45 AM; 4:00 PM 

Or:             by appointment 

LITURGY SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass 

Sunday:    8:30 AM (English) 

                   12 PM (Tiếng Việt) 

Tue, Thur, Saturday:  9:00 AM 

Mon, Wed, 1st Friay: 6:00 PM 

HOLY HOUR / HOLY ROSARY  

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday 

                  7:00 AM - 8:45 AM  

Monday; Wednesday; 1st Friday: 

               4:00 PM - 5:45 PM 

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 

Saturday:  8:30 AM  

Sunday:     8:00 AM 

Fr. Henry’ Thang M. Pham 
PASTOR 

frhenryofstmary@gmail.com 
(706) 886-2819 ext – 2 

Sacramental Emergency 
770-561-3918  

Anh Hà Quyền 
VIETNAMESE CONNECTION 

(918) 88-2575 
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Mass schedule & Intentions 

Mar 04 - 11, 2023 

SAT:   03/04:   (VIRGIL) SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
     CHÚA NHẬT II MÙA CHAY 

 5:00 PM  Thanksgiving (L) Ayen’s Family  

SUN: 03/05:   SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
     CHÚA NHẬT II MÙA CHAY 

 8:30 AM  Mrs. Vonnell Smith (D)  

   (Mr. Dennis, & Mrs. Donna Smith)       
  Fr. Henry    

 12:00 PM  Nguyễn Đức Văn (gđ Nguyễn Hòa) 
   

MON: 03/06  Purim (Jewish festival of the story of  
   Esther) begins at sunset 
 6:00 PM  Thanksgiving by Anonymous  

TUE:  03/07  Ss. Perpetua and Felicity  

 9:00 AM  Joseph Schork (L) Schork Family 

WED: 03/08  St. John of God 

 6:00 PM  Lh. Anna Maria (D) Fr. Henry 
               
THUR: 03/09  St. Frances of Rome   
 9:00 AM  Johnsen (L) Schork Family 

FRI:  03/10  Friday: Abstinence 
 6:00 PM  STATION OF THE CROSS 

SAT:  03/11   
9:00 AM  Joseph Schork (L) Anonymous 
5:00 PM  Thanksgiving (L) Hài Nguyễn 
 

SUN: 03/12:    THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT 
   CHÚA NHẬT 3 MÙA CHAY 

 8:30 AM Thanksgiving - Nguyen Family (L)
  Kathy & Khoi Nguyen 

 12:00 PM Maria Thi Tu (D) (gđ Nguyen Hoa) 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

Monday: Dn 9:4b-10; Ps 79:8, 9, 11, 13; Lk 6:36-38 

Tuesday: Is 1:10, 16-20; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;  

 Mt 23:1-12 

Wednesday: Jer 18:18-20; Ps 31:5-6, 14-16; Mt 20:17-28 

Thursday: Jer 17:5-10; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 16:19-31 

Friday: Gn 37:3-4, 12-13a; 17b-28a; Ps 105:16-21;  

 Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 

Saturday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20; Ps 103:1-4, 9-12;  

 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 

Sunday: Ex 17:3-7; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Rom 5:1-2, 5-8;  

 Jn 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 39a, 40-42] 

MARCH—Month of St. Joseph 

The month of March is 

dedicated to St. Joseph. We 

don't know much about him 

except what is mentioned in 

the Gopels. Joseph was the 

husband of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary and the foter-father 

of Jesus. Holy Scriture pro-

claims him as a "just man," 

and the Church has turned to 

Joseph for his patronage and protection. 

Joseph the Just Man 

The Church encourages us to be devoted to  

Joseph because he was a model in the heroic  

practice of all the virtues. The example of virtuous 

living that he gave in the exact fulfillment of the du-

ties of his state of life is worthy of our reflection. 

Read the gospel and you will see his faith, hope 

and charity practiced under trying circumstances. 

He was prudent in caring for his wife and the child; 

he showed great leadership in protecting them and  

assisting them. He was religious in every sense, 

with that delicacy and sincerity of conscience that is  

proper to the saints of God. He was just in his deal-

ings with God and man. He was conspicuous for his  

fortitude and courage. He was truly outstanding in 

the practice of virginal chastity.  

 More: he protected and defended Mary's virtue 

in the time of courtship and all during their life to-

gether. They had made a promise of chastity, and 

because they were resolved to live it for God they 

were blessed above all others. While 

Mary inspired him to practice this virtue perfectly, 

he, as a real man, understood the profound mean-

ing of her inspiration and how it came from a heart 

that was steeped in the love of God. Time and 

again the Church has made it clear that Joseph is 

not a saint for only a certain number of souls, but 

that he can help all men. Excepted from St. Joseph: 

a Theological Introduction by Michael D. Griffin, 

O.C.D.  
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CHÚA NHẬT THỨ II MÙA CHAY 
03/05/2023 

SUY NIỆM 

“Chúa Giêsu biến hình trong vinh quang”. 

Hãy tỉnh thức về tâm linh - Đừng bỏ qua vinh 

quang và hành động của Thiên Chúa 

Tin mừng Luca nói với chúng ta rằng khi Đức Giêsu 

biến hình, Phêrô, Giacôbê, và Gioan đang ngủ say (Lc 

9,22)! Khi tỉnh dậy, họ khám phá ra rằng Ðức Giêsu 

đang biến hình trong vinh quang với ông Môisen và 

Êlia. Đã bao nhiêu lần chúng ta bỏ lỡ vinh quang và 

hành động của Thiên Chúa bởi vì chúng ta mê ngủ về 

mặt thiêng liêng? Có nhiều thứ có thể làm cho tâm trí 

chúng ta ngủ mê không thiết gì đến những việc của 

Thiên Chúa. Tính thờ ơ tinh thần và “đời sống không 

xét mình” có thể ngăn cản chúng ta không suy xét các 

vấn đề thông suốt và đối diện với những nghi ngờ và 

nghi vấn của mình. Cuộc sống dễ dãi có thể ngăn cản 

chúng ta không quan tâm đến sự mệnh lệnh thách đố 

hay trái ý của Đức Kitô. Thành kiến có thể làm cho 

chúng ta mù quáng trước những điều mới mẻ mà Chúa 

muốn cho chúng ta biết. Thậm chí đau khổ có thể là 

chướng ngại vật cho tới khi chúng ta nhìn thấy vinh 

quang Thiên Chúa đàng sau nó. 

Bạn có tỉnh thức về mặt thiêng liêng không? Phêrô, 

Giacôbê, và Gioan đã được diễm phúc chứng kiến vinh 

quang của Đức Giêsu Kitô. Chúng ta là các môn đệ của 

Đức Kitô cũng được mời gọi làm chứng cho vinh quang 

của Người. Tất cả chúng ta, mặt không che màn, phản 

chiếu vinh quang của Thiên Chúa như một bức gương. 

Như vậy, chúng ta được biến đổi nên giống cũng một 

hình ảnh đó, ngày càng trở nên rực rỡ hơn, như do bởi 

tác động của Chúa là Thần Khí (2Cor 3,18). Chúa muốn 

tỏ lộ vinh quang của Người cho chúng ta là các môn đệ 

yêu dấu của Người. Bạn có tìm kiếm sự hiện diện của 

Người với lòng tin và tôn kính không? 

Lạy Chúa Giêsu, xin giúp con luôn luôn tỉnh thức với 

Chúa, với sự hiện diện liên tục của Chúa trong cuộc đời 

con, và với lời ban sự sống của Chúa nuôi sống con 

mỗi ngày. Xin cho con được thấy vinh quang của Chúa. 

SECOND  SUNDAY OF LENT 
03/05/2023  

MEDITATION 

“Jesus transfigured in glory” 

Stay awake spiritually 

 Don’t miss God’s glory and action 

Luke’s Gospel account tells us that while 

Jesus was transfigured, Peter, James, and 

John were asleep (Luke 9:32)! Upon awaken-

ing they discovered Jesus in glory along with 

Moses and Elijah. How much do we miss of 

God’s glory and action because we are asleep 

spiritually?  There are many things which can 

keep our minds asleep to the things of God: 

Mental lethargy and the “unexamined life” can 

keep us from thinking things through and fac-

ing our doubts and questions. The life of ease 

can also hinder us from considering the chal-

lenging or disturbing demands of Christ.  Preju-

dice can make us blind to something new the 

Lord may have for us. Even sorrow can be a 

block until we can see past it to the glory  

of God.  

Are you spiritually awake? Peter, James, 

and John were privileged witnesses of the glo-

ry of Christ. We, too, as disciples of Christ are 

called to be witnesses of his glory. We all, with 

unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, 

are being changed into his likeness from one 

degree of glory to another; for this comes from 

the Lord who is the Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:18). 

The Lord wants to reveal his glory to us, his 

beloved disciples. Do you seek his presence 

with faith and reverence? 

  “Lord Jesus, keep me always alert to 

you, to your presence in my life, and to your 

life-giving word that nourishes me daily. Let me 

see your glory.” 

Tác giả: Don Schwager  

(http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/
readings/) Bro. Paul Thanh Vu – chuyển ngữ 

 

http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
http://dailyscripture.servantsoftheword.org/readings/
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CONGRATULATION ! 

 Alec and Lili Tran Family 

 

The St. Mary’s Parish welcomes  
Maria Alliah Tran who was baptized in the name of the Blessed Trinity.  

She becomes our youngest newest member.  
Congratulate her Grandma who is also her Godmother, Mrs. Maria Xuyen Kim 

Tran with uncle Thi Tran and her mother side Grandma. 
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YOUTH’S ACTIVITIES HELP VOLUNTEER NEEDED 2023 

 We need someone to organize and facilitate Vacation Bible School at St. Mary's 

this summer. We need someone to organize children's activities, both at St. Mary's and 

around the community this summer.  If you can help with either of these volunteer  

opportunities, please contact Jessica Burger- 904-219-1129; jnburger4@gmail.com 

 Holy Anointing of the sick: (During Lent)  
Our Parish will begin the Sacrament of the Holy 

Anointing of the sick in March on the First Firday after 
Station of the Cross and first Saturday after 9:00  
AM Mass. 

Easter Egg Hunt  

 

St. Mary’s will have an East-
er Egg Hunt on Easter Sunday; all 
children are welcome to attend and 
particpate. Pleasehelp support 
the Easter Egg Hunt by donating 
plastic eggs and/or individual-
ly wrapped candy or prizes by Sun-
day, April 2nd. If you have any 
questions, contact Jessica Bu-
rer:  jnburger4@gmail.com  

SORE SHINS 
Don’t break your shin on a stool  
that is not in your way. —Irish proverb 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP 
 A true friend can hear a tear drop. - Anonymous 
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During our Lenten Retreat we will reflect on 

the Universal Call to Discipleship and how we are 

all called to know, live and share our faith in the 

modern world.  Join us on Friday, March 10th, at 

6:00pm for the Stations of the Cross followed by 

our Lenten Retreat in the Chapel.  These are 

three hours that can change your life, and lead 

you to a deeper relationship with God, our Faith 

Community, and those in need. 

Deacon Mike Byrne was ordained in 2004, 

and is currently serving at two parishes, St. John 

Neumann in Lilburn, GA, as well as St. Helena’s in 

Clayton, GA. Deacon Mike has been active in  

various retreats for Life Teen, and the Atlanta 

Cursillo movement for many years.  Deacon Mike 

is also a practicing attorney and is the co-founder 

and current Chaplain for the St. Thomas More 

Society in Atlanta, a group of Catholic Lawyers 

and Judges. 

Saint Mary Catholic Church 

Parish Lenten Retreat  

with Deacon Mike Byrne  

Beginning with the Stations of the Cross 

 

 

- Friday 

 

- March 10
th

 

  

- at 6:00pm 

 

- in Church 

 

PENANCE SERVICE 
     St. Mary’s Parish will 
have the  Lenten Peance 
Sevice on  

     - Thursday Evening 
     - 03/23/23  
     - At: 6:00 PM 

    Priests in the Deanery 
will come to help hearing  
Confession.  

Giáo Xứ St. Mary’s  - Tĩnh Tâm Mùa Chay  

DÀNH CHO CỘNG ĐỒNG NGƯỜI VIỆT 

Thứ Sáu ngày 17 tháng 03 năm 2023 

Chương trình sẽ bắt đầu ngay sau khi Viếng Chặng 
Đàng Thánh Giá.  Do Cha Giuse Nguyễn Dũng,  Chánh Xứ 
- Giáo Xứ Thánh Tâm Chúa Giêsu,  tại Milledgeville, GA 
(Sacred Heart Catholic Church Milledgeville) 

 Sứ điệp Mùa Chay năm 2023 của ĐTC Phanxicô  

"Khổ chế Mùa chay, lộ trình đồng hành". 

 "Khổ chế Mùa chay là một quyết tâm, luôn được ơn thánh 
linh hoạt, để vượt thắng những thiếu sót đức tin của chúng 
ta và những chống cự không theo Chúa Giêsu trên hành 
trình khổ giá. Ðể đào sâu sự hiểu biết của chúng ta về Thầy 
Chí Thánh, để hiểu và đón nhận đến cùng mầu nhiệm cứu 
độ của Chúa, được thực hiện trong sự hiến thân trọn vẹn vì 
yêu thương, cần phải để cho mình được Chúa dẫn riêng lên 
cao, tách rời khỏi những gì là tầm thường và phù vân. Cần 
lên đường, đây là hành trình lên dốc, đòi cố gắng, hy sinh và 
tập trung, giống như một cuộc leo núi. Những đòi hỏi này 
cũng quan trọng cho hành trình công nghị đồng hành, trong 
tư cách là Giáo hội, chúng ta đã quyết tâm thực hiện".  

 

EASTER FLOWER OFFERING 

If you would like to contribute the flow-

ers to our Church for Easter, in memory 

or in honor of someone, please fill out 

the Easter Flowers Offering Envelope 

and put them into the offertory plate. 

Thank you very much for your generous 

to make our Church more beautiful in 

respect and worship  our God! 
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Offertory/Contribution  
Weekend of FEB 25 & 26, 2023 

The counters for this week are:  

Nancy Williamson , Tina Đoan & William King  

This weekend is for  CAPITAL CAMPAIGN  

  Thank you for your generosity! 

Weekly Budget      $3,100.00 

Offertory     $3,526.00 

Capital Campaign $256.00 

Black Indian Mission $95.00 

SVdP $75.00 

 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES 
Please remember to keep up with 

your Capital Campaign Pledge contribu-
tion. By  doing this, it will help to keep us 
on track to make this a successful build.  

Please make your checks out to St. 
Mary’s Building Fund. Thank you! 

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION   ON MARCH 2023 

Confirmation Sat: 6:00 PM—8:30 PM  

Grades PK-9 Sun:  9:30 AM—11:30 AM 

Class Date 

PSR MAR 05 

PSR MAR 12 

PSR MAR 19 

PSR MAR  26 

Confirmation MAR  18 

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS   
Bulletin Submission are to be sent to:  

stmarystoccoa@gmail.com 
NO LATER THAN noon on Wednesday for the bulletin. 

Late submissions may not be able to be placed. 

PARISH MINISTRIES  
The list of ministries and contact information is  

available in the Narthex of the Church and published on 
our church website: www.stmarystoccoa.org 

“Do not forget to do  charity 

work, help one  another, for 

God loves such sacrifices.”. 

(Heb 13:16)  

“Anh em chớ quên làm việc 

từ thiện, giúp đỡ lẫn nhau, vì 

Thiên Chúa ưa thích những 

hy lễ  như thế”. (Dt 13, 16) 

Please keep the  following  
people   in your prayers 

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Barnett, June 
Webb, Sharon Cook, Eddie Hallford, Jay 
McAtee, John Craton, Lucca Fiorillo, Melis-
sa Grigg, James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin 
Isbell, Jerry Powell, Alice Marold, Kim Kellams, Danny 
Carter, Joachim Phạm M.Tường, Tim McGlone Sr., Timothy 
McGlone Jr., Robert McGlone, Laura Meyh, Christen Cook, 
Lindsey McDonald,  Helen Biester, Rebecca Gonzalez, Joy 
Powell,  Nancy Barbour  and for all others not mentioned 
here.  

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer  Inten-
tions, please contact Mrs. Ayen Camilli ((706) 886-2819  
ext – 1 or Mrs. Gerrie Chalk at:  706 -963–0050 for a  
loved one who is sick. Our homebound Ministers are 
please to bring you the Holy Communion and  
Weekly Bulletin. 

 

      MONTHLY MEETING 

The Ladies of St. Mary’s will have the  monthly meeting  on 
Wednesday 03/08/2023; at 10 AM in Parish Hall.  If you need 
more information, please cotact Co-Presidents:  
Martha Barrs:  (770) 540-6820 Helen Biester:  (706) 391-0462 

BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY 
If you would like to have your birthday and/
anniversary announced on WNEG radio/ Connie 
Gaines, please use the signup sheet is in the  
narthex.  Questions?   

Contact Gary Cortellino: 678) 360-2545  
garycortel@aol.com 

ST. PATRICK'S DAY CELEBRATION! MARCH 18th 
Mark your Calendar for Saturday, March 18, 2023.  

St. Mary Community  will celebrate the  Irish Patron,  
St. Patrick Party after the Vigil Mass. There are now  
two events:  

- Seated Dinner at 6 PM (corned beef 
and all the fixings, limited seats). 

- Sing Along and dessert and coffee at 
8 PM (open to everyone) 

Irish Karaoke and Sing Along at 8 PM (Irish coffee, 
adult beverages,  desserts and all the fun, parish party).  
Hosted by the Ladies of St. Mary's.Contact Donna Smith 
(678-851-7170) or Stephanie Cortellino with questions. 
See you there! 

 

mailto:garycortel@aol.com
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Gunsmithing Services 
FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION 

APPRAISALS * CONSULTING 
 *CERTIFIED GUNSMITH 
 *NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR 
 *RANGE SAFETY OFFICER 
 *PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER 
 *SALES 
 *PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS 
Bill Mercure                                     Cell (404)372-2771 
NRA Life Member                 Ph/Fax(706)779-0301 
Toccoa, GA                                      mercure@bellsouth.net 

 

 

 

 

 

15% Discount for all 

New Clients 
John Stelmack, CPA 

11 Business Center Drive 

Suite 203 

Eastanollee, Ga 30538 

(Next to Home Depot) 

Phone: 706-244-6846 

Fax: 706-886-1301 

JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz 

Brother John’s Subs 

 
 
 
 
 
 

27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557 
(Next to 1st Franklin Financial) 

  (706) 886-9597 Hallie Edenfield 

King’s Beverage   
Package Store 

801 Big A Road S  

       (706) 827-0099 
Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit 

will be donated to our Building Fund 

2950 W Currahee Street 

Toccoa GA 30577 

www.peachhousefarm.com 

Instagram @peachhousefarm 

Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop 

Instruments & Accessories 

Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer 

OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM 

             Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM 

         1572 Falls Road 

        (706) 599-1107 

 Alexander’s Flowers & Gifts 

 
147 Center Plaza Dr. 

Toccoa, Ga 30577 
 (706) 886-9431 

 

Ladies of St.Mary’s 

The Ladies of St. 
Mary serve to provide a 
community of fellowship 
and growth in faith, 
reaching out to serve 
and support our pastor, parish families 
and the community. We serve God 
through a commitment and uniting  
our members through prayer, work  
and service.   

Meet:  2
nd

 Wed/ month (Sept—May)  
 at 10 AM in Parish Hall 

Co-Presidents: 

Martha Barrs:  (770) 540-6820 
Helen Biester:  (706) 391-0462 

In Memory of 

Matilde  

In Loving 
Memory of  
Don Cook 

The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide 
organization of Catholic Men who are in 
communion with the Church and func-
tion under the four principles of Charity, 
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. The 
members of Council 9975 are a hardy 
“Band of Brothers” to coin a phrase, that 
are dedicated to support our Pastor  Fr. 
Henry Pham in his efforts as leader 
of  our parish here at St. Mary’s. 

For more information please look for 
any parishioner that is wearing  a Bright 
Yellow Name Tag for more  information.   

Meeting & Activities  

Membership Meetings  

the 4th Tuesday /1 month 

Parish Breakfasts: 

 on the 1st or 2nd Sunday/1month 

 The Knights of Columbus  
Joseph M. Malik 

Council 9975 

Saint Vincent de Paul Society 

Saint Mary Toccoa 

Conference 

Help Telephone # 

(678) 892-6163 


