Fr. Henry’ Thang M. Pham
PASTOR
frhenryofstmary@gmail.com
(706) 886-2819 ext — 2
Sacramental Emergency
770-561-3918

St Mary Catholic Church

Our time is now
Let’s grow together

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577

Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com
Office: (706) 886-2819
Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org

Rev. Mr. Greg Ollick, M.A.
ADULT FAITH FORMATION

gregollick@aol.com
(404) 918-7472

FaceBook: stmarystoccoa

Mrs. Jessica Burger
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION

(904) 219-1129 N

Quyén Ha g - e &
VIETNAMESE CONNECTION N ) : AW J Z-’\ =X
(918) 808 -2575 "

~
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PARISH SECRETARY
Monday to Friday

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

(706) 886-2819

LITURGY SCHEDULE

Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:30 AM (English)
12 PM (Tiéng Viét)
Tue, Thur, Saturday: 9:00 AM
Mon, Wed, 1% Friay: 6:00 PM

HOLY HOUR / HOLY ROSARY

Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
7:00 AM - 8:45 AM
Monday; Wednesday; 1* Friday:
4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Saturday: 8:30 AM
Sunday: 8:00 AM

RECONCILIATION

Monday - Thursday: After Mass
Saturday: 9:45 AM; 4:00 PM
Or: by appointment




Mass schedule & Intentions
Apr 15 - 22, 2023

| APRIL - THE HOLY SPIRIT

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
Julian Calendar Easter

SAT: 04/15 (Vigil)

5:00 PM Vonnelly C. Smith (D)
Ladies of St. Mary
SUN: 04/16 SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER
SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
Julian Calendar Easter
8:30 AM Thanksgiving (L) Tien & Chan’s
12:00 PM Thanksgiving (L) Mrs. Van Tran
MON: 04/17 Yom Ha-Shoa
(Holocaust Remembrance Day)
6:00 PM Nancy Cash White (D) Jeffre White
TUE: 04/18 Income Tax Day
9:00 AM Anna (D) Mrs. Van Tran
WED: 04/19 within the Octave of Easter
6:00 PM Henry & Chi’s family (L)
By Chi & Phong’s Family
THUR: 04/20 within the Octave of Easter
9:00 AM Don Cook (D) Helen Biester
FRI: 04/21 St. Anselm of Canterbury
SAT: 04/22 Earth Day
9:00 AM Janice Sibley (D) Joe Sibley
5:00 PM Nancy Cash White (D)
Memorial Mass Jeffrey White
SUN: 04/23 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER
8:30 AM Mrs Van Tran & Mr. Duc Dang (L)
Fr. Henry
12:00 PM Thanksgiving (L)

Mrs. Chi & Mr. Henry A. Nguyen

Symbols of the Holy Spirit

1/ Water: The symbolism of wa- |
ter signifies the Holy Spirit's action in
Baptism.

2/ Anointing: The symbolism of
anointing with oil also signifies the
Holy Spirit, to the point of becoming
a synonym for the Holy Spirit.

3/ Fire: While water signifies birth and the fruitfulness
of life given in the Holy Spirit, fire symbolizes the transform-
ing energy of the Holy Spirit's actions.

4/ Cloud and light: These two images occur together in
the manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

5/ The seal: is a symbol close to that of anointing. "The
Father has set his seal" on Christ and also seals us in him.

6/ The hand: lJesus heals the sick and blesses little chil-
dren by laying hands on them. In his name the apostles will
do the same. Even more pointedly, it is by the Apostles' im-
position of hands that the Holy Spirit is given.

7/ The finger: "It is by the finger of God that [Jesus]
cast out demons." If God's law was written on tablets of
stone "by the finger of God," then the "letter from Christ"
entrusted to the care of the apostles, is written "with the
Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone, but on tab-
lets of human hearts." The hymn Veni Creator
Spiritus invokes the Holy Spirit as the "finger of the Father's
right hand."

8/ The dove: At the end of the flood, whose symbolism
refers to Baptism, a dove released by Noah returns with a
fresh olive-tree branch in its beak as a sign that the earth
was again habitable. When Christ comes up from the water
of his baptism, the Holy Spirit, in the form of a dove, comes
down upon him and remains with him. The Spirit comes
down and remains in the purified hearts of the baptized.

Excerpted from the Catechism of the Catholic Church

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:  Acts 4:23-31; Ps 2:1-9; Jn 3:1-8
Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37; Ps 93:1-2, 5; Jn 3:7b-15

TODAY’S READINGS

- First Reading: Acts 2:42-47;
- Psalm: Psalm 118

- Second Reading: 1 Peter 1:3-9
- Gospel: John 20:19-31

Wednesday:Acts 5:17-26; Ps 34:2-9; Jn 3:16-21

Thursday: Acts 5:27-33; Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20; Jn 3:31-36
Friday: Acts 5:34-42; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Jn 6:1-15
Saturday: Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19; Jn 6:16-21
Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;

1Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35




SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY
MEDITATION: 04/16/2023

. praising God and enjoying
favor with all the people”. (Acts 2:47)

What a beautiful vision! The first believers’
experience of the Spirit was so life-changing
that they felt compelled to come together
to worship the Lord and love one another as
family.

But this ideal situation didn’t last long. Only
a short time later, prejudice and tribalism crept
in, leading some to neglect the needs of the
poorer widows among them (Acts 6:1). Later,
some members of this mostly Jewish Christian
community began telling Gentiles — falsely —
that they had to be circumcised if they wanted
to “be saved” (15:1). This attempt to treat Gen-
tiles as second-class citizens caused “no little
dissension” among the believers (15:2).

Stories like these might make us wonder, If
the first Christians couldn’t live together, what
hope does our Church have?

But today is Divine Mercy Sunday. Today
we celebrate the good news that God
is always ready to forgive and to heal divisions.
Take the early Church, for example. By all
counts, it should not have lasted more than a
decade or two. But in fact, it not only survived
but continued to grow and spread. That's be-
cause God’s mercy, poured out at every Eu-
charist and every time his people gathered to-
gether, softened believers’ hearts and moved
them to resolve their conflicts peacefully and
lovingly. What a powerful testament to a God
whose merciful love triumphs over every imagi-
nable obstacle!

Even today, God’s mercy continues to flow.
Every division and conflict can be overcome as
we come together to worship him, confess our
need for him, and strive to make love our aim.
Every sin can be washed away and every rela-
tionship restored! Jesus, our merciful Savior, is
always ready to help us love one another.

“Lord Jesus Christ, merciful Son
of God, draw your people
together in love!”.

(Chuyén ngiv: Sr. Mary Tran Thi Ngoc Hwong - Source: WAU)

CHUA NHAT HAI PHUC SINH

KiNH LONG THUONG XOT CHUA
SUY NIEM: 04/16/2023

“(Ho)... ca tung Thién Chua va dwoc
toan dan thwong mén” (cv2,47).

Qua la mot vién canh dep! Kinh nghlem vé Thanh
Than cla cac tin hiru dau tién la cudc sdng bién doi
nhleu dén dd ho cdm thay duwoc thuc day dén véi nhau
dé thd phwong Chla va yéu thwong nhau nhw mét
gia dinh.

Nhwng tinh huéng ly twdng nay da khong kéo dai.
Chi mét thoi gian ngan sau do, dinh kién va cha nghla
bo tdc da len 18i vao, khién mot sb ngwdi bo lo nhu cau
cia nhirtng ba goéa ngheo khé hon trong sé ho
(x. Cv 6,1). Sau d6, mét so thanh vién cda nhém cong
dong Kitd Gido hau hét 1a ngudi Do Thai nay da bat dau
noi v&i nhirtng Nguwoi Dan Ngoal mot cach sai lam —
rang ho phai chiu cat bi néu ho mubn “dwoc clru

dd” (Cv 15,1). N& luc dbi xtr Vi nhirng NQU’O’I Dan
Ngoal nhw nhirng céng dan hang hai da gay ra “mbi bat
dong khéng nhd” gilra cac tin hiru (x. Cv 15,2).

Nhirng céu chuyen nhw thé nay co thé khién chung

ta thac mac, néu cac Kitdé hiru dau tién khong thé séng
v&i nhau, thi liéu Gido Hoi c6 niém hy vong nao khéng?

Nhwng hém nay la Chua Nhat Long Chua Thuong
Xot. Hom nay, chung ta ct hanh tin vui Thién Chada ludn
ludn sdn sang tha thé va chira lanh cac moi chia ré.
Ban hay lay Giao Hoi so khai lam dién hinh. Theo tat ca
cac trinh thuat, co Ié n6 khong kéo dai hon mét hay hai
thap ky Tuy nhlen trén thuc té, n6 da khong chi sdng
sét ma con tiép tuc phat trién va lan rong. Do la nho
long thwcyng x6t ctia Thién Chua, da tudn dé ra noi méi
Thanh L& va mbi lan dan Chua tu ho’p vOi nhau, lam
mém long cac tin hivu va thac day ho glal quyét nhung
cudc xung doét cua ho cach binh an va yéu thwong. Qua
la mét I&i tuyén bd hung hon vé mot Vi Thién Chlda ma
tinh yéu thuvong xot clia Nguwdi chién thang moi rao can
c6 thé twéng twong dwoc!

_Ngay ca ngay nay, long thwong xét cia Thién Chua
van tiép tuc tudn chay. Moi sy chia ré va xung doét co
thé duoc khac phuc khi chung ta cung nhau den tho lay
NQU’O’I thd 16 v&i Ngwoi nhu cau va nd luc muon song
yéu thwo’ng cua chung ta. Moi tdi 16i co thé duoc tay
sach va moi moi twong quan duwgc phuc hoil Chua
Giésu, E)ang Ctu D6 day long thuong x6t clia chung ta,
lubén ludn san sang giup chung ta yéu thwong nhau.

“Lay Chua Giésu Kité, Con Thién Chua
giau long xé6t thwong, xin hay 16i kéo dan
cua Chua lai véi nhau trong tinh yéu!”

(Chuyén ngtv: Sr. Maria Tran Thi Ngoc Huong - Nguén: WAU)




THANKS BE TO GOD & CONGRATULATION!

Thanks be to God for what He has done for our Parish, may God bless all of our
Parishioners and all of our activities, so that in whatever we do will build our Spirits and

brotherhood in our Parish and our neighbor.
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EXEMPLAR OF THE FAITH

Poor Thomas. Singled out from among the disciples
because he refused to believe what they were telling
him—that they had seen, in the flesh, their friend and
their Lord, Jesus Christ. Can any of us really blame him?
All of the disciples were terrified, crestfallen, hiding. But
what of Thomas? Just where was he when Jesus ap-
peared the first time to the group huddled in fear? He
had gone “out”—out of the community where his faith
had life. Maybe this was actually a blessing for Thomas
and not the curse associated with the “doubting Thom-
as” moniker bestowed on him by tradition. Oh, the di-
vine mercy of the Lord! Could Thomas be the forerunner
of all of us who come in fragile hope and uncertainty to
the Christian community, so beautifully described in the
reading from the Acts of the Apostles? Could Thomas be
an ultimate exemplar of the faith described in the First
Letter of Peter? copyright ©J. s. Paluch Co., Inc.

DOUBT
There lives more faith in honest doubt,

Believe me, than in half the creeds. —aifred, Lord Tennyson

OUR FASCINATING FAITH
DIVINE MERCY

Saint John Paul Il named the Second Sunday of Easter
“Sunday of Divine Mercy” in response to Saint Faustina
Kowalska’s Divine Mercy devotion, which offered spiritu-
al comfort to hearts worldwide. But Pope Francis chal-
lenges us to make the comfort that we receive a gift we
gladly share, saying that because mercy was first shown
to us we are therefore called to show mercy ourselves.
The clearest expression of merciful love, says Francis, is
pardoning others. He acknowledges how difficult it can
be to forgive sometimes, but if we are to achieve peace
in our hearts, pardon is the tool that has been put into
our very fallible hands. The necessary condition for living
joyfully? We must let go of anger, hatred, revenge, and
violence. A tall order in a world seemingly bent on the
destruction of every peaceful impulse. May Divine Mercy
Sunday remind us that Jesus made mercy our life’s ideal
and a criterion for our faith’s credibility: “Blessed are the
merciful, for they will be shown mercy” (Matthew 5:7).

—~Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc.




Please keep the following
people in your prayers

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Bar-
nett, June Webb, Sharon Cook,
Eddie Hallford, Jay McAtee, John !
Craton, Lucca Fiorillo, Melissa
Grigg, James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin Isbell, Jerry
Powell, Alice Marold, Kim Kellams, Danny Carter,
Joachim Pham M.Tuwdng, Tim McGlone Sr., Timothy
McGlone Jr., Robert McGlone, Laura Meyh, Chris-
ten Cook, Lindsey McDonald, Helen Biester, Re-
becca Gonzalez, Joy Powell, Nancy Barbour, Gor-
don Nash, and for all others not mentioned here.

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer
Intentions, please contact Mrs. Ayen Camilli
((706) 886-2819 ext — 1 or Mrs. Gerrie Chalk at:
706 -963-0050 for a oved one who is sick. Our
homebound Ministers are please to bring you the
Holy Communion and Weekly Bulletin.

Pope Francis’ prayer
intention 04/2023

For a culture of peace
and non-violence

We pray for the spread of peace
and non-violence, by decreasing
the use of weapons by States
and citizens.

Cau cho nén van héa hoa binh va bat bao lwc
Chung ta hay cau nguyén cho hoa binh va bét bao
lwe dwoc lan téa khap noi, nhd cac quoc gia va
ngwoi dan biét giam bét st dung vi khi.

Offertory/Contribution
Weekend of April 06, 07, 08 & 09, 2023
Weekly Budget $3,100.00
Offertory $4,770.00
Capital Campaign $ 211.00
Archdiocesan Seminarians | $ 1,007.00
Youth Ministry $632.00
Holy Land $500.00

The counters for this week are:
Jan Ollick , William King & Connie Tirico
The second collection for this weekend is

Capital Campaign
Next week is for Catholic Home Missions

Thank you for your generosity!

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES

7 Please remember to keep up with your
/ Capital Campaign Pledge contribution. By
7 doing this, it will help to keep us on track
//’/ to make this a successful build.
Please make your checks out to St. Mary’s
Building Fund. Thank you!

Pray for the future Priests
of the Archdiocese

Please pray for the future
priests of the archdiocese
of Atlanta who will be
ordained on May 27, 2023
at Holy Vietnamese
Martyrs Catholic Church
in Norcross. Fr. Nicholas
Le is among them. He will
Come to St. Mary’s Church
to offer Thanksgiving
i Mass on Jun 11, 2023 at
8:30 am & 12 pm.

NICHOLAS LE

SACRED ORDER OF PRIESTS

GREGORY J. HARTMAYER

Religious Education announcement
Up Coming Events

Saturday May 06: First Reconciliation in this chapel
Sunday May 07: First Holy Communion, at 8:30 am

Sunday, May 28: The Graduation Mass

June 19-23. Vacation Bible School this summer

July 7-9: Steubenville Conference for high school
students. We need to register soon with a $50

deposit/ $210 registration per person. Especially,
WE NEED SPONSORS

¢ Saturday September 09: Rescue Atlanta from 8:00
AM - 5:00PM . In response to the call for a Eucharistic
Revival, the Archdiocese of Atlanta is grateful to be
partnering with ACTS XXIX in bringing Rescue Atlanta to
this local Church. Register early (18 yrs +). The Parish
agree with Mrs. Michel, Director of PCL to pay a
portion of the tickets. If you need for information,
please contact: Mrs. Jessica Burger:

904-219 - 1129; jnburger4@gmail.com

* & & o o




Joseph M. Malik
Council 9975

The Knights of Columbus is a worldwide
organization of Catholic Men who are in
communion with the Church and func-
tion under the four principles of Charity,
Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism. The
members of Council 9975 are a hardy
“Band of Brothers” to coin a phrase, that
are dedicated to support our Pastor Fr.
Henry Pham in his efforts as leader
of our parish here at St. Mary’s.

For more information please look for

any parishioner that is wearing a Bright

Ladies of St.Mary’s

The Ladies of St
Mary serve to provide a
community of fellowship
and growth in faith,
reaching out to serve
and support our pastor, parish families
and the community. We serve God
through a commitment and uniting
our members through prayer, work
and service.

Meet: 2" Wed/ month (Sept—May)
at 10 AM in Parish Hall

Co-Presidents:

Martha Barrs: (770) 540-6820
Helen Biester: (706) 391-0462
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Yellow Name Tag for more information.
Meeting & Activities
Membership Meetings

the 4™ Tuesday /1 month
Parish Breakfasts:
on the 1*or 2™ Sunday/1month

n ow’ng memory
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Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Saint Mary Toccoa
Conference
Help Telephone #

(678) 892-6163

A Ao

Gunsmithing Services

FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION
APPRAISALS * CONSULTING
*CERTIFIED GUNSMITH
*NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR
*RANGE SAFETY OFFICER
*PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER
*SALES
*PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS
Bill Mercure Cell (404)372-2771
NRA Life Member Ph/Fax(706)779-0301

Toccoa, GA mercure@bellsouth.net

‘ Helping you
come home.

Donna M. Smith

donnamsmithrealestate@gmail.com
678-851-7170

147 Center Plaza Dr.
Toccoa, Ga 30577

(706) 886-9431

15% Discount for all
New Clients

John Stelmack, CPA

11 Business Center Drive
Suite 203
Eastanollee, Ga 30538

(Next to Home Depot)
Phone: 706-244-6846
Fax: 706-886-1301
JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz
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Brother John’s Subs
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27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557

(Next to 1st Franklin Financial)

(706) 886-9597 Hallie Edenfield

Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop

Instruments & Accessories
Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer
OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM

Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM

1572 Falls Road
(706) 599-1107

Friends Of The Ritz
Theatre

139 E Doyle Street
Toccoa, Georgia 30577

Vi

e-mal: garyconel@aol.com
cell 678 360-2545

Gary Conellino
Board member

ritztheatretoccoa.com

for event schedule vise

s KING’'S BEVERAGE
PACKAGE STORE
801 Big A Road S

(706) 827-0099

Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit
will be donated to our Building Fund

2950 W Currahee Street
Toccoa GA 30577
www.peachhousefarm.com
Instagram @peachhousefarm

Plocterr
Plails

Waxing & Tanning

Complete Professional Nail Care
for Ladies & Gentlemen
162 Walmart Way
Eastanollee, GA 30538

706-886-7599

Mon-Sat: 10am-7pm
Sunday: Closed




