Fr. Henry Thang M. Pham
PASTOR
frhenryofstmary@gmail.com
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Sacramental Emergency
770 - 561- 3918

Mr. Peter Odenbach

RCIA Director
407-630-2692

PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(904) 219-1129

Mrs. Jessica Burger |

St Mary Catholic Church

Our time is now

Let’s grow together

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577
Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com

Office: (706) 886-2819

Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org

Quyén Ha
VIETNAMESE CONNECTION
(918) 808 -2575

Ayen Camilli
PARISH SECRETARY
Monday to Thursday
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
(706) 886-2819

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:30 AM (English)

12 PM (Tiéng Viét)
Tue, Thur, Saturday: 9:00 AM
Mon, Wed, 1* Friday: 6:00 PM

HOLY HOUR / HOLY ROSARY
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
7:00 AM - 8:45 AM
Monday; Wednesday; 1* Friday:
4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Saturday: 8:30 AM
Sunday: 8:00 AM

RECONCILIATION
Monday - Thursday: After Mass
Saturday: 9:45 AM;

6:00 PM (after Mass)

Or: by appointment
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Today there is an abrupt shift in the season of Advent. From here on the tone is
more joyful and expectant and the tug of the Christmas message is irresistible. At
daily Mass on December 17 we begin to unfold the story of Jesus’ birth. Who can
resist the beauty of the first reading today—deserts aflame with flowers, arthritics
set to dancing, the tone-deaf singing hymns? So we don’t miss the change, the par-
ish may take rose-colored vestments out of mothballs, we may light rose-colored
candles on the wreath, or fill in our wreaths with desert flowers, pink seashells,
seed pods, cones and berries. The seeds of God’s kingdom have been sown in us. In
these shining days of Advent they are sprouting in many ways. How do we bring the
promise to light? This is the week to prepare gifts for the poor. It is the week to in-
vite a lonely neighbor to your Christmas dinner, the week to write a note forgiving a
lost friend, the week to shatter a family grudge so that even in the desert places of

your heart, Christ’s life may blossom.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

- Psalm: Lk 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54
-Jn 1:6-8, 19-28

TODAY’S READINGS: - First reading: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11;
- Second reading: 1 Thes 5:16-24;




Gaudete Sunday
Mass Intentions 12/16-24/ 2023

SAT: 12/16 (Vigil) = THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

5:00 PM Mrs. June Webb (D)
Morgan & Concrete Company
SUN: 12/17 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 AM Cau cho dng ba to tién va cac
linh hén by AC Birc va Duyén
12:00 PM Ta o'n Chia va cau binh an nhan
dip mirng sinh nhat Ba Ngoai
Mrs. Pauline Le
MON: 12/18 Advent Weekday
6:00 PM Mr. & Mrs. Jordan Colletta
Fr. Henry
TUE: 12/19 Advent Weekday
9:00 AM Johnny Hornick (D) Sharon Cook
WED: 12/20 Advent Weekday
6:00 PM Ta on Chia va cau binh an
Gd Hoa va Mai
THUR: 12/21 Advent Weekday
Saint Peter Canisius, Priest
and Doctor of the Church
9:00 AM Jean Slezickey (D) Barbara Gelvin
FRI: 12/22 Advent Weekday
SAT:12/23 Advent Weekday
Saint John of Kanty, Priest
9:00 AM Lh. Tién Nhan va cac Lh. mé cbi
Bdc Tu
5:00 PM Prayers for Schork Family &
Johnsen Families
(Living & Decesed) Joe Schork
SUN: 12/24 FOUR SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8:30 AM Lh. Maria, Lh. Anna, Lh. Gioan Kim
va céc linh hon Mr. Ngén Nguyén
12:PM NO NOON MASS

Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention
on 12/2023

For persons
with disabilities
We pray that people

living with disabilities | HOPE, PEACE, JOY AND LOVE

may be at the centre
of attention in society, and that institutions may
offer inclusive programs which value their active par-
ticipation. . )
Cau Cho Ngwéi Khuyet Tat

Chuang ta hdy cau nguyén cho nhirng ngudi khuyét
tat duoc xa hoi quan tam cach dac biét, va dwoc cac
t6 chirc gido duc cung cap nhitng chuong trinh hoa
nhap nham tdng cuwdng su tham gia tich cuc cda ho.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Jer 23:5-8/Mt 1:18-25

Tuesday: lgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/1k 1:5-25
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14/Lk 1:26-38

Thursday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Lk 1:39-45
Friday: 1Sm 1:24-28/Lk 1:46-56

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Lk 1:57-66

Sunday: FOUR SUNDAY OF ADVENT

2Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 144, 16
Rom 16:25-27/Lk 1:26-38

Please keep the following people NN
in your prayers

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Barnett, June '\\ %>
Webb, Sharon Cook, Eddie Hallford, Jay h}\ .
McAtee, John Craton, Melissa Grigg, > l//

James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin Isbell,

Jerry Powell, Kim Kellams, Danny Carter, Joachim Pham
M.Tudng, Tim McGlone Sr., Timothy McGlone Jr., Robert
McGlone, Christen Cook, Lindsey McDonald, Rebecca
Gonzalez, Joy Powell, Nancy Barbour, Mr Joaquin Feje-
ran & NH—Madeline Mary Singer, Connie Tirico, Tammy
Tweedy, Nancy Sterling, Geneva Alexander, Alie Smith,
Mr. Dundee Andrew, Anne Kuter and for all others not
mentioned here.

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer
Intentions, please contact Mrs. Ayen Camilli at:
(706) - 886-2819 ext — 1 or Mrs. Gerrie Chalk at:
706 - 963-0050 for a loved one who is sick. Our home-
bound Ministers  are please to bring you the Holy
Communion and Weekly Bulletin.

MONDAY 12/25/2023
THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD
Holyday of Obligation

+ Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Acts 13:16-17, 22-25
Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

¢ Night: 1s9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14

+ Dawn: 1s62:11-12/Ti 3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

+ Day: Is 52:7-10/Heb 1:1-6

Jn 1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14




THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEARB

Meditation: “Rejoice always”!
(1 Thessalonians 5:16)

When St. Paul tells us to “rejoice always” (1 Thessa-
lonians 5:16), it might seem that he is asking the impos-
sible. How can we always feel joyful? Isn’t this too
much to ask, even today, on Gaudete (or “Rejoice”)
Sunday?

Not according to St. Thomas Aquinas! He taught that
“joy is caused by love” (Summa Theologiae II-Il, g. 28).
As we experience God’s love for us, we grow in love for
him — and this exchange of love is what produces joy in
us. St. Paul also knew that God’s love was the secret to
joy, which is why he follows up his exhortation to
“rejoice always” with specific steps that we can take to
experience his love more deeply:

First, pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17).
When we open our heart to God throughout the day,
he fills it with his very self. The experience of his
unconditional love and unending mercy ignites our love
in return.

Second, in all circumstances give thanks (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:18). Gratitude also deepens our love for God,
especially when we reflect on who he is and what he
has done for us. And in this Advent season, whatever
our circumstances, we can thank God for sending his
Son to earth to become one of us.

Finally, do not quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians
5:19). In his Letter to the Romans, St. Paul tells us that
“the love of God has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit” (5:5). If we want more joy in
our lives, we can ask the Spirit to stir up the love of God
in our hearts. And when he does, we can express it by
praising him — which will, in turn, increase our joy.

Joy is not just for Gaudete Sunday; it’s for every day.
So each day, follow Paul’s advice: turn to the Lord
in prayer, thank him for all he has done for you, and ask
him to fill you with more of his Spirit. Then praise
him — and let your spirit soar!

“Lord, shower me with your love
today so that my heart swells
with joy!”

Chuyén ngit: Sr. Maria Tran Thi Ngoc Hwong—Theo the Word Among us

CHUA NHAT Il MUA VONG - NAM B

Suy Niém: “Anh em hay vui mirng luon mai”.
(1Tx 5,16).

Khi Thanh Phaol6 ndi ching ta “hdy vui mirng luon mai” (1
Tx 5,16), dwdng nhu thdnh nhan dang yéu cau diéu khéng
thé. Lam sao chung ta c6 thé ludn ludn cdm thay vui vé
duwoc? Dieu nay chang phai [a doi hdi qua nhiéu sao, ngay ca
hom nay, vao Chua Nhat Gaudete — Hay Vui Lén (hoac “Hay
Vui Mirng”)?

Nhung Thanh Téma Aquind lai c6 quan diém khéac! Thanh
nhan day rang “niém vui ndy sinh do bai tinh yéu” (Téng luan
Than hoc II-ll, g.28). Khi ching ta cdm nghiém tinh yéu cla
Thién Chua danh cho chung ta, chdng ta cang I&n |én trong
tinh yéu danh cho Ngudi — va sy trao d6i tinh yéu nay 1a diéu
tao ra niém vui trong chung ta. Thanh Phaold ciing biét rang
tinh yéu cta Thién Chua 13 bi quyét dé cé niém vui, dé 1a ly
do tai sao ngai theo dudi I6i kéu goi “vui lubn mai” bang
nhirtng budc dic biét ma chidng ta c6 thé thuc hién dé kinh
nghiém tinh yéu cGa Ngudi cach sau sac hon:

Th& nhat, hdy cdu nguyén khéng ngirng (1 Tx 5,17). Khi
ching ta m& long minh ra vdi Thién Chua trong sudt cd ngay
s&ng, Nguoi s& 18p day ngdy s6ng ay bang chinh Ngudi. Kinh
nghiém vé tinh yéu vd diéu kién va ldong thuong x6t vo bién
cla Nguoi sé lam birng day tinh yéu cta ching ta.

Th hai, hdy ta on trong moi hoan canh (1 Tx 5,18). Long
biét on cling 1am sau sac thém tinh yéu cla ching ta danh
cho Thién Chua, ddc biét khi ching ta suy ngdm Ngudi |3 ai
va Ngudi da lam gi cho chung ta. Va trong Mua Vong nay,
cho du hoan canh ching ta thé ndo, ching ta cé thé ta on
Chua vi d3 sai Con clia Ngudi dén tran gian dé tré thanh mot
nguoi trong chung ta.

Cudi cung, dirng dap tat Than Khi (1 Tx 5,19). Trong thu
glti cac tin hitu Roma, Thanh Phaold néi cho ching ta rang
“Thién Chua d3 d6 tinh yéu ciia Ngudi vao long chung ta, nho
Thanh Than ma Ngudi ban cho ching ta” (Rm 5,5). Néu
ching ta muén cé nhiéu niém vui hon trong cubc song,
ching ta c6 thé cau xin Thanh Than khoi |1&n tinh yéu Thién
Chua trong long chung ta. Va khi Nguwoi lam nhu vay, chdng
ta c6 thé bay té didu dé bang viéc ngoi khen Nguoi — dap lai,
diéu nay s& lam gia tdng niém vui cla ching ta.

Niém vui khdng chi danh cho Ngay Chua Nhat H3y Vui
Lén; nhung |a cho moi ngay. Vay mbi ngay, ban hady lam theo
|&i khuyén cda Thanh Phaold: hdy hudng vé Chaa trong cau
nguyén, hdy ta on Ngudi vé tat cd nhirng gi Ngudi d3 lam cho
ban, va hdy cau xin Ngudi 1ap day tdm hén ban Than Khi cha
Nguwdi hon nita. R8i hdy ngoi khen Nguoi — va hiy dé cho
tdm hon ban bay vit [én!

“Lay Chuda, hém nay xin héy tuén dé trén con tinh
yéu cua Chua dé tdm hén con déng trao niém vui!l”




December 16 - 17, 2023: Third Sunday of Advent

5:00 PM: Vigil Mass
8:30 AM: English Mass
12:00 PM: Vietnamese (Bilingual)

December 23 - 24, 2023: Fourth Sunday of Advent

5:00 PM: Normal Mass Times
8:30 AM Normal Mass Times
12:00 PM NO NOON MASS

Sunday December 24, 2023: Christmas Carols & Mass

6:00 PM: Children Play - Christmas Story
6:30 PM: Christmas Carols - Music
7:00 PM: Christmas Eve Bilingual Mass

Monday December 25, 2023: Christmas Day Mass

9:00 AM English
12:00 PM: Vietnamese Mass (Bilingual)

Monday January 01, 2024: New Year’s Eve Mass
Solemnity of Mary - The Holy Mother of God

9:00 AM English
6:00 PM Vietnamese Mass (Bilingual)

Sunday January 07, 2024: Epiphany of the Lord

5:00 PM: Vigil Mass
8:30 AM: English Mass
12:00 PM: Vietnamese (Bilingual)




Families

In Memory of

Families

In Memory of

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Snider

Robert P. Pierce
Ellen A. Pierce
Robert C. Pierce
Carol Mathers

Ms. Cecile Mize

Mr.& Mrs. Jean Wantz-Klein
Mr.Théo Wantz’;Mr.Robert Mize
Mrs. Marfuerite Kirschtolaritz
Mr. Jean-Pierre Wantz

Mrs. Barbara Gelvin

Geraldine Kotch; Terry Gelvin
Michael Kotch

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Odenbach

Rose & Bob Seyer
Annerbub Odenbach

Mr. & Mrs. James Barnett

Jamie Barnett
Melissa Banett

Hién Tran

Giuse Tran Quang Thién
Maria Nguyét

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Chalk

Chalk & Jones family

Nguyén Giang & Tran Mai

Phérd Nguyén Vin Ty

Mr. Duong Vii & Mrs. Huyén

Nguyén Hoang

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Dessauer

Ray + Helen Dumand

Mr. & Mrs. Jake & Meg Guck

Patricia Dunn & Margaret Guck

Mrs. Quynh

All souls

Mr. Robert
Mrs. Patricia Defenbaugh

Our son, Paul Defenbaugh
Cheryl Verhil, Evan Hansen
Sister Helen Vahling

John + Stellaloidolt

Rosella & Fred Defenbaugh
John & Grace Loidolt

James + Rose Pechan

John & Anna Grafen
Abraham+Frances Defenbaugh

Mr. & Mrs. Stephanie & Gary

Frank + Joan Cortellino
Bobby + Barbara Rivers
Robby & Kathy Rivers
Richard Cortellino

Fr. Henry

Ancestors who passed away

Carey Perriella

Marjorie & William Cram

Mr. Thanh Viét B
And Mrs. Thao Nguyén

Nguyén Viét Sy
Nguyén Thi Phuong

Mrs. Kim Huyén Nguyén

All souls
Peter, Dominic and Rosa

And Mr. Larry

And Mr. Larry’s family

And Mrs. Scarlet Howard

Mrs. Sharon Cook Don Cook Sr. Anna Rev. Benedicto & Fr. Peter
Mrs. Marion Rice Jose Rice Mrs. Sharon Cook Don Cook
Mrs. Rilla Hornick Jenny Hornick; Micheal Hornick | Voyce Sigler Chester Sigler
Christina Sigler Lopez
Families In Honor of Families In Honor of
Fr. Henry’s family Fr. Henry’s family Mr. Fred Reed Fr. Henry & Sr. Anna
Mrs. Beverly Corwin Mrs. Beverly Corwin Mr. Richard Mr. Richard’s family

Mrs. Thu & Chris

Mrs. Thu & Chris’s family

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tilley

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Tilley

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Watkins

Stephen Watkins’ family

Derrier Li

Lee’s family & Tsnly’s family

Mr. & Mrs. Hoa Nguyén

Hoa Nguyén’s family

Brian Nguyén

Mr. Binh & Tram’s family

Mr. John & Kay Marcinick

John Kay Marcinick’s family

Sr. Anna

R. Anna’s family

Mrs. Jenny Woodward

Mrs. Jenny Woodward’s family

Mr. Thuan & Nhan

Thuan & Nhan’s family

Mr. Larry Strain

Mr. Larry Strain’s family

Mr. Duong Vii & Mrs. Huyén

Duwong Vii & Huyén’s family

Mr. & Mrs. Hung Boan

Mr. & Mrs. Hung Poan’s family

Hanh & Quyén Ha

Ha & Tran’s family

Trang Lé & Vii Nguyén

Trang Lé & Vi Nguyén’s family

Betty Smith

Betty Smith’s family

Tién & Chant’s family

Tién & Chan’s family

Mrs. Diép & Mr. Lién

Mrs. Diép & Mr. Lién’s family




The Third Sunday of Advent § f

Rejoice, the Lord is Near!
Gaudete Sunday, Ember Days and
O Antiphons

The Advent liturgy is so rich,
varied and beautiful. Every time
the liturgical cycle repeats, it is an-
other opportunity to enter more
deeply into the Church’s liturgy as
She prepares for Christmas. This Sunday is the Third Sun-
day of Advent. The rose-colored vestments for the Third
Sunday of Advent or Gaudete Sunday are a signal for the
transition into the second part of Advent, which is pro-
vides more intense preparation for the remaining days of
Advent. Besides Gaudete Sunday, the Advent Ember
Days and O Antiphons are the special treasures of the
second phase of the Advent liturgy.

Gaudete Sunday

The Third Sunday of Advent is known as Gaudete Sun-
day because of the first word “Rejoice” in the Introit or
entrance antiphon of Sunday’s Liturgy. “Rejoice” is also
repeated throughout the readings and prayers.
The vestments worn by the priest can be the color
rose (sometimes referred to as pink). The third candle of
the Advent wreath is also rose. Both are reminders that
Christ’s coming is very soon; we are nearing the end of
Advent, and we can hardly contain our joy.

By Jennifer Gregory Miller ( bio - articles - email ) | Dec 10, 2021 | In The Liturgi-
cal Year. Originally published December 2014. See my post from 2013, O Come!! The
O Antiphons for further reflection on the O Antiphons.

Thank you

Thank you, all our parishioners, particularly
the parents who brought their children to the
Church for the Parish Mission Retreat and
Penance Service last Tuesday. Thank you
particularly the Ladies Guild and those who
helped prepare everything for this event. May
God bless you all for your efforts and prepare
your heart for the coming of the Messiah, Jesus
Christ our Lord with a renewal Spirit.

May God Bless Fr. Praveen, the Retreat Mas-
ter for his inspiration.

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Bulletin Submission are to be
sent to: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com NO LATER THAN
noon on Wednesday for the bulletin. Late submissions
may not be able to be placed.

PARISH MINISTRIES: Please check parish’s website for
detail information for each role in the Committee/
Subcommittee and take part in our family church! The
list of ministries and contact information is available in
the Narthex of the Church and published on our church
website: www.stmarystoccoa.org/parish-council

Offertory/Contribution Weekend
December 09 & 10, 2023

Weekly Budget $3,100.00
Offertory $3,010.18
Building Fund $ 875.00
Retirement Fund Religious Ed. $584.19
Immaculate Conception $642.00
Charities - Poor at St. Mary: $1,500.00

The counters for this week are:
Nancy Williamson, William King & Pat Kassal

Next week, second collection is for
CHRISTMAS & CATHOLIC CHARITY
Thank you for your generosity!

- BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY
If you would like to have your birthday and/
anniversary announced on WNEG radio/ Connie
Gaines, please use the signup sheet is in the
narthex. Questions? Contact
Gary Cortellino: 678) 360-2545
PSR ON DECEMBER 2023 & JANUARY 2024
9:30 AM —11:30 AM
Class Date Breakfast schedule
PSR 12/17 Ladies Guild
No Classes 12/24 & 12/31 No Breakfast
PSR 01/07 Knight of Columbus
PSR 01/14 Mrs. Trang, Mrs. Mai & Hanh
PSR 01/21 Ladies Guild
PSR 01/28 Mrs. Nguyén, Lan & Thao

Religious Education students and families
will be decorating the church on Dec.
24th after the 8:30 mass.




The Knights of Columbus

Joseph M. Malik Council 9975
Grand Knight Mike Staley:
770-241-8544 (Cell)

Email: mikestaley914@gmail.com

A Catholic Men’s organization whose principles are
charity, unity and fraternity: all activities that the council
involves itself in are based upon these tenets. We work
closely with our Pastor and members are involved in a
wide range of church functions in support of the parish
family.

* Members are required to be practicing Catholics
and a Minimum of eighteen years old.

* Meetings are held on the 4" Tuesday of each
month @6PM in

* The Parish Social Hall.

* Monthly parish breakfast is sponsored on the first
or second Sunday after the morning Mass.

For more info please visit: www.kofc.org

St. Mary’s Ladies

The Ladies of St. Mary serve to provide a communi-
ty of fellowship and growth in faith, reaching out |
to serve and support our pastor, parish families and ™
the community. We serve God through a commitment and
uniting our members through prayer, work and service.

Meet: 2™ Wednesday of the month
- 10 AM: Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sept, Nov
- 7pm: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct & Dec
Co-Presidents: - Donna: (678) - 851 - 7170
- Stephanie: (404) - 353 - 0475
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Gunsmithing Services

FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION
APPRAISALS * CONSULTING
*CERTIFIED GUNSMITH
*NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR
*RANGE SAFETY OFFICER
*PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER
*SALES
*PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS
Bill Mercure
NRA Life Member
Toccoa, GA

Cell (404)372-2771
Ph/Fax(706)779-0301
mercure@bellsouth.net

Helping you
come home.
Donna M. Smith

donnamsmithrealestate@gmail.com

147 Center Plaza Dr.
Toccoa, Ga 30577

(706) 886-9431

678-851-7170

Suite 203 ‘
Eastanollee, Ga 30538 !
(Next to Home Depot)
Phone: 706-244-6846

AN A\
AN A

Fax: 706-886-1301 ) .
JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz / um

(706) 886-9597

John Stelmack, CPA  fexeBicertforaliiew Brother John’s Subs Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop
11 Business Center Drive - : Instruments & Accessories
£ > » Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer

L . /
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27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557

(Next to 1st Franklin Financial)

OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM

Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM

1572 Falls Road
(706) 599-1107

Hallie Edenfield

Friends Of The Ritz
Theatre

139 E Doyle Street
Toccoa, Georgia 30577

LI/

e-mak: garyconeld@aol.com
cell 678 360-2545

Gary Conellino
Board member

for event schedule vist ritztheatretoccoa.com

Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit
will be donated to our Building Fund

CURRAHEE
.. 5> MOUMNMTAIN Waxing & Tanning
0\ ] ¢ KING’S BEV‘ERAGE (.‘nrnplctc Professional Nail Care
PACKAGE STORE 2950 W Currahee Street Lo :‘(":1 '\if"ﬁ‘"(j: "\:‘:""c"
b . & ay
801 Big A Road S Tocco:hGA 32577 Eastanollee, GA 30538
- www.peachhousefarm.com
(706) 827-0099 Instagram @peachhousefarm 706-886-7599

Pllocterre
Pils

Mon-Sat: 10am-7pm
Sunday: Closed




