Fr. Henry Thang M. Pham :

PASTOR
frhenryofstmary@gmail.com
(706) 886 -2819 ext — 2
Sacramental Emergency
770 - 561- 3918

Mr. Peter Odenbach

RCIA Director
407-630-2692

Mrs. Jessica Burger
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION
(904) 219-1129

Quyén Ha
VIETNAMESE CONNECTION
(918) 808 -2575

Ayen Camilli
PARISH SECRETARY
Monday to Thursday
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
(706) 886-2819

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday: 5 PM Vigil Mass
Sunday: 8:30 AM (English)

12 PM (Tiéng Viét)
Tue, Thur, Saturday: 9:00 AM
Mon, Wed, 1* Friday: 6:00 PM

HOLY HOUR / HOLY ROSARY
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday
7:00 AM - 8:45 AM
Monday; Wednesday; 1* Friday:
4:00 PM - 5:45 PM
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET
Saturday: 8:30 AM
Sunday: 8:00 AM

RECONCILIATION
Monday - Thursday: After Mass
Saturday: 9:45 AM;

6:00 PM (after Mass)

Or: by appointment

St Mary Catholic Church

’ s
Our time is now

Let’s grow together

231 Rothell Rd Ext. Toccoa Ga 30577
Email: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com

Office: (706) 886-2819

Website: www.stmarystoccoa.org
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Chaa Nhit Lé Chaa Hién Linh

SUNDAY 01/07/2024 - THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Before long, people will be throwing Mardi Gras beads in the streets of New Or-
leans—purple, gold, and green. A few will be in on the secret: the colors of the
beads are derived from the gifts of the magi. Gold for wealth, purple for power,
green for good health. The gifts are also a key to the identity of the Christ Child: the
incense for God; the gold for a king; the myrrh, fragrant burial ointment for one
who comes to die.

Centuries ago, today’s feast bore the heavy burden of celebrating all the mani-
festations of Christ’s identity: the birth of Jesus, the coming of the magi, the bap-
tism of the Lord, the wedding feast at Cana. It was too much for one day. Fortu-
nately the one day has blossomed into a whole season of grateful celebration,
stretching behind us into Advent, and ahead of us into the Baptism of the Lord and
to Christ’s coming again in glory. Tonight, be sure to light the Christmas lights, and
gather at the creche for a favorite carol and a prayer.

—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

- Psalm: 72
- Mt 2:1-12

TODAY’S READINGS: - First reading: Is 60:1-6;
- Second reading: Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6;




Mass Intentions 01/06 —13/2024

SAT: 01/06(Vigil) THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention
on January 2024

For The Gift Of
Diversity In The Church.

Let us pray that the Holy
Spirit helps us recognize the gift of different charisms
within the Christian community, and to discover the
richness of different ritual traditions in the heart of the
Catholic Church.

Cau nguyén cho su da dang trong Gido hdi

“Chidng ta cau xin Chua Thanh Than gilup ching ta
nhan ra héng an cla céc dac sung khac nhau trong cong
doan Kitd hitu va kham pha ra sy phong phu cla céc
truyén théng va nghi |& khac nhau trong Gido hoi
Cong gido.”

Please keep the following people
in your prayers

Joe Franzmathes, Laura Barnett, Sharon
Cook, Eddie Hallford, Jay McAtee, John Craton,
Melissa Grigg, James Meyn , Dan Dwyer, Calvin ¢
Isbell, Jerry Powell, Kim Kellams, Danny Carter, Joachim Pham
M.Tudng, Tim McGlone Sr., Timothy McGlone Jr.,, Robert
McGlone, Christen Cook, Lindsey McDonald, Rebecca Gonza-
lez, Joy Powell, Nancy Barbour, Mr Joaquin Fejeran & NH—
Madeline Mary Singer, Connie Tirico, Tammy Tweedy, Nancy
Sterling, Geneva Alexander, Alie Smith, Mr. Dundee Andrew,
Anne Kuter, Lisa Carothers, David Grigsby, Randall Adams and
for all others not mentioned here.

If you want to submit an individual for Prayer Intentions,
please contact Mrs. Ayen Camilli at: (706) - 886-2819
ext — 1 or Mrs. Gerrie Chalk at: 706 - 963—0050 for a loved
one who is sick. Our homebound Ministers are please to
bring you the Holy Communion and Weekly Bulletin.

5:00 PM All priests passed away Fr. Henry
SUN: 01/07 THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
1* SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8:30 PM: Ta on Chta Nam Cii va ciu binh
an Nam Mé&i by AC buc & Duyén
12:00 PM:  Ta on Chia, Birc Me - cau binh an
by Hoa Nguyén
MON: 01/08 The Baptism of the Lord
6:00 PM Maria Tran Thi Kim Van (D)
Gia dinh AC Vi va Trang
TUE: 01/09 Weekday
9:00 AM Don Cook (D) Helen Biester
WED: 01/10 Weekday
6:00 PM Micae Nguyéen Thanh Hoa (D)
Fr. Henry
THUR: 01/11 Weekday
9:00 AM Diane Leonardi (D) Helen Biester
FRI: 01/12 Weekday
SAT: 01/13 Saint Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of
the Church; BVM
9:00 AM Phéro Pao Van Tinh (D) Fr. Henry
5:00 PM Thanks be to God for family's
Hoa & Piép Fr. Henry
SUN: 01/14 2" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8:30 AM Lh. Anna Tran Duong &
Lh. Maria Lé Mai Phuong
Mrs. Nancy & Mr. Peter Nguyén
12:PM Ta on Chia nam cii va cau binh an
trong Nam M¢i
Gd anh Thanh va chi Trinh
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

The January meeting of the St.
Mary Ladies Guild will be Wednesday
January 10 at 10 am. The meeting will
be held in the Parish Hall. All ladies of
the Parish are invited to attend. Hope
to see you there!

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: The Baptism of the Lord

Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Acts 10:34-38/Mk 1:7-11

Orls 55:1-11 or 1 Jn 5:1-9/Mk 1:7-11
Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20/Mk 1:21-28

or1Sm 1:1-8/Mk 1:14-20

and 1Sm 1:9-20/ Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday: 15m 3:1-10, 19-20/Mk 1:29-39
Thursday: 1Sm 4:1-11/Mk 1:40-45
Friday: 1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Mk 2:1-12
Saturday: 1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Mk 2:13-17
Sunday: SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19/1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20/
Jn 1:35-42




SUNDAY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Meditation: (Mt 2,2)

“We saw his star at its rising
and have come to do him homage.”

In your high school English class, you might have
learned that an “epiphany” is the moment when a
character is struck with a life-changing realization that
changes the rest of the story. Every good novel has
one. That’s one way to think about the feast we’re cele-
brating today. God revealed himself to the Gentiles,
and that moment changed everything.

There had been hints of God welcoming the Gentiles
throughout the Old Testament. But Matthew’s Gospel
shows us this pivotal moment: pagan astrologers from
the East came to worship Jesus, the newborn king of
the Jews (2:11). They are the first of the “nations”
whom lIsaiah prophesied would walk by the Lord’s light
(Isaiah 60:3). They are the first of those Paul says will
be “coheirs . . . in Christ Jesus through the gos-
pel” (Ephesians 3:6).

Why is this event so important? Because it reveals to
us that God’s love is far more expansive than anyone
had ever thought. We begin to see that in Christ, a lov-
ing relationship with God is open to everyone who
comes to him, Jew or Gentile.

That includes you! And your annoying cousin. And
the notorious criminal on death row. And the atheist on
that YouTube channel. The invitation to come to
Jesus extends to everyone. Because God’s loving desire
to draw all people to himself cannot be contained;
no one is excluded from it. And that’s a life-changing
realization!

Today, as you celebrate this great feast, give thanks
to God who loves so extravagantly that he opens his
arms wide to welcome everyone who believes. Pray,
too, that all people will come to the Lord.

“Lord God, your revelation to the Gentiles

has changed the course of history! Thank you

for your love that reaches out to everyone!”
(Chuyén ngit: Sr. Maria Tran Thi Ngoc Hwong—Theo the Word Among us)

BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS: Bulletin Submission are to be
sent to: stmarystoccoa@gmail.com NO LATER THAN
noon on Wednesday for the bulletin. Late submissions
may not be able to be placed.

CHUA NHAT LE CHUA HIEN DUNG

Suy Niém: (Mt 2,2)
“Chung téi dd thdy ngéi sao ctia
Nguwo'i & phwong Péng
va chiung téi dén triéu bdi Ngwori ”,

Trong I&p tiéng Anh & trwdng trung hoc, ban cé thé da
hoc rang mot “su hién linh” 1 khodnh khac khi mot nhan
vat cé mot nhan thire sau sic [am thay d6i cudc doi ho va
thay d6i dién tién cla cau chuyén. Moi cudn tiu thuyét
hay déu cé mot “sy hién linh”. P46 1a cach dé suy nghi vé
ngay |& ma ching ta dang cr hanh hdm nay. Thién Chua
mac khai chinh minh cho Dan Ngoai va gidy phut d6 d3
thay d6i moi su.

D3 cd nhitng goi y vé viéc Thién Chua doén tiép Dan
Ngoai xuyén suét Cyu Udc. Nhung Tin Mirng theo Thénh
Matthéu cho chung ta thay gidy phut then chét nay: cac
nha chiém tinh ngoai gido tir Phuvong Dong da dén tho lay
Chua Giésu, vi vua mai sinh cia nguoi Do Thai (x. Mt 2,11).
Ho 13 nhitng ngudi dau tién cha “cédc dan tdc” ma ngdn s
Isaia dd ndi tién tri la s& buwdc di trong anh sang clda Chda
(x. 1s 60,3). Ho la nhitng ngudi dau tién trong nhitng ngu i
ma Thanh Phaolo néi sé la “nhitng nguoi duoc cung thira
ké... trong Dirc Kitd Giésu va nho Tin Murng” (Ep 3,6).

Tai sao bién cd nay rat quan trong? Ba&i vi nd mac khai
cho ching ta biét rang tinh yéu cla Thién Chda con rong
I&n hon nhitng gi bat c& ai d3 tirng nght dén. Ching ta bat
dau nhan ra rang trong Chua Kitd, mdt méi twong quan
yéu thwong véi Thién Chda duwoc md ra véi tat cd moi
nguwdi dén vai Ngudi, du 13 Do Thai hay Dan Ngoai.

Trong d6 bao gbm ca ban! Va ngudi anh em ho phién
phtrc clia ban. Va tén toi pham khét tiéng sdp bi tir hinh.
Va ngudi vé than trén kénh Youtube. L& moi goi dén vai
Chua Giésu dugc md& réong dén moi ngudi. Boi vi uéc
mudn yéu thuong cha Thién Chda mudn 16i kéo tat cd moi
nguwdi dén véi Ngudi khéng thé bij gidi han; khong ai bi loai
trir. Va dé la mot nhan thire thay d6i cudc séng!

HAm nay, khi ban cr hanh I& trong dai nay, hay dang |oi
ta on Chua, Pang yéu thuwong qua déi dén ndi d3 giang
rong vong tay Ngudi dé don tiép moi ngudi tin. Ban ciing
hay cau nguyén dé tat cd moi ngudi s& dén vdi Chua.

“Lay Burc Chua la Thién Chua, mac khdi cua
Chua cho Dén Ngoai dd thay déi tién trinh lich
st! Ta on Chda vi tinh yéu cta Chua dé dén véi
moi nguoi!”




2024
will be
Year of
Prayer

The Holy Father wants a year in preparation for the
2025 Jubilee that will help "stimulate prayer with sim-
plicity and in accordance with Christ’s heart." Pope Fran-
cis has announced that the year 2024, in preparation for
the Jubilee 2025, will be dedicated to prayer.

The Pope made this announcement when he met with
a group of shrine rectors and workers at the Vatican on
November 11: “I wanted next year, in preparation for the
2025 Jubilee, to be entirely dedicated to prayer. Next
year will be dedicated to prayer,” he told them.

The Pope said that “guides” will be published, “which
will help rediscover the centrality of prayer.” | recom-
mend them to you: they will be a good read, which stim-
ulate prayer with simplicity and in accordance with
Christ’s heart. The Holy Father called for a daily renewal
of the “joy and commitment” of “being men and women
of prayer.” Prayer that comes from the heart, not like
parrots. No. From the heart. May the words that are

spoken come from the heart.
(Aleteia/Shutterstock composite Kathleen N. Hattrup - published on 11/12/23)

N3m 2024 - Chau Thé va Cau nguyén
chuan bi cho Nam Thanh 2025

Pu'c Thanh Cha chuén bi cho Ndm Thdnh 2025 qua
viéc kéu goi cdc Kité hiru bat déu viéc cdu nguyén ngay
déu ndm 2024, viéc kéu goi nay sé gitip “cé v tinh thén
cdu nguyén mét cdch don gian va phi hop vdi tédm tinh
cia Chua Kité.” Dic Thanh Cha Phanxicd d3 tuyén bd
nam 2024, s& 1a ndm chuin bj cho Ndm Thanh 2025, Ngai
kéu goi moi nguwdi chuan bi cho Ndm Thanh bang viéc
cau nguyén. Dlic Gido Hoang d3 dua ra thong bdo nay
khi ngai gagp mot nhédm cac hiéu trudng va cong nhan
dén tho tai Vatican vao ngay 11 thang 11: “Dé chuan bij
mirng Nam Thanh 2025, t6i mudn nam 2024 hoan toan
danh riéng cho viéc cau nguyén.

DPlrc Gido Hoang néi rang cac “huéng dan” s& duoc
xuat ban, “diéu nay s& giup tai kham pha duoc trong tdm
cla |oi cdu nguyén.” Téi gidi thiéu chdng cho ban: ching
s& 1a mot bai doc hay, c6 vb cdu nguyén mdt cich don
gian va phlu hgp véi chinh tdm tinh va trai tim cia Chua
Kitd. Dirc Thanh Cha kéu goi mot sy d6i méi hang ngay
cla “niém vui va sy dan than” clta viéc “trd thanh nhirng
ngudi dan dng va phu nit cau nguyén”.

Loi cdu nguyén dén tur trai tim, khéng gidng nhu vet.
Dung vay! Cau nguyén phai duoc phat xuat tir trai tim.
Uéc gi nhitng tdm tinh cdu nguyén cla ching ta phai
thuc sy bat ngudn tir chinh con tim cia moi ngudi.

Prayer as adoration: But do we know how to adore?

Once we understand the essence of adoration, we realize it couldn't be easier!

When we love something, we want to express our delight and demonstrate our joy. This is the essence of
adoration. Adoration holds a prime place in our relationship with Christ. St. Paul speaks of “the Day when the Lord
Jesus comes” as a day when Jesus will be “adored by all who have believed” (2 Thes 1:10).

However, we find it difficult to pray when faced with our own limitations, weaknesses, and imperfections. We’re

tempted to withdraw and shrink into ourselves. But it is precisely that awareness which fuels adoration.
The Catechism says that adoration “is the first attitude of man acknowledging that he is a creature before his
Creator” (2628). For some providential reason, my Creator decided to make me with my limitation. But | must not
make the mistake of presuming that my limitation is my measure. No—my limitation leads me to my measure ...
to Something greater than myself. As Pope Benedict XVI put it, “adoration is the recognition of God as our true
measure.”

Accepting my limitation and offering it as a gift to God is the chief act of adoration. What could be easier! “The
sense of adoration causes the soul to plunge rapturously into the abyss of its nothingness, and that is the very thing
it offers to Love” (A. Sertillanges).

And we need adoration because “only adoration can reach beyond all contradictions and far beyond all
wisdom” (M.-D. Molinié). It is adoration that prevents us from caving in to the pressures and falsehoods of the
world. Adoration safeguards us from delusions. “Adoration is the road that leads us to ourselves” (A. Delp).

Bishop Massimo Camisasca assures us that “adoration is the acknowledgement that God is greater than any
human measure, wiser than our greatest wisdom, truer than our greatest truth, more beautiful than our greatest
beauty, holier than our greatest holiness.” Yet God wants to share that wisdom, truth, beauty, and holiness with all
those who adore the One who has loved us into existence.—Fr. peter John Cameron, OP - published on 11/27/22




Thank you Mr. Leon Womack

Thanks be to God and thank you
very much Mr. Leon Womack helped
our Church to get the Grant Award
from the Catholic Foundation Of North Gregoria.
May God bless you and every member in your fami-
ly always.

(Please see more details on the honor board)

50/60 ANNIVERSARY MASS
Sat, Feb. 10; 12 p.m. St. Brigid Church, 3400 Old
Alabama Rd, Johns Creek. The Mass will honor couples
married in 1974 and 1964. A reception will follow for
couples and their families. Space is limited. Contact:
please go to
http://tiny.cc/anniversarymass to RSVP.

CHANGE THE ADDRESS
We are preparing our vyear-end
financial reports. If your address has
changed, please contact the office at
706-886-2819 or email the office at:
stmarystoccoa@gmail.com.

AN

Suki

CHANGE
ADDRESS

SPIRITUAL ADOPTION OF PRIESTS
Consider becoming a spiritual mother/father of a priest,
to offer prayers for a specific priest as he strives to fol-
low the example of Jesus and to nurture his vocation,
ministry and holiness. We would like all priests in the
Archdiocese of Atlanta to have a spiritual parent praying
for them. Contact: Marta Duran at martardur-
an@gmail.com or 404-210-7216 if interested in joining
the ministry of prayer. (From Atlanta Diocese)

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES
Please remember to keep up with your
Capital Campaign Pledge contribution. By
doing this, it will help to keep us on track
to make this a successful build. Please
make your checks out to St. Mary’s Build-
1 ing Fund. Thank you!

Offertory/Contribution Weekend
December 30 & 31, 2023

NEED GOD’S HOUSE KEEPERS!

God's Housekeepers are starting a
new year and we need volunteers.
Our work consists of cleaning the
church area (sacristy, narthex, re-
strooms, etc) each week. Everything
is provided that you'll need. We usu-
ally work in pairs and your commit-
ment would be four times per
year. Please contact me if you're
interested or have questions.

LaVerne Tilley 770-539-0460; |Ihtilley@gmail.com

Weekly Budget $ 3,100.00
Offertory $2,886.00
Building Fund $1,775.00

The counters for this week are:

Todd Palmer, Connie Tirico & Bill Mercure

Next Second collection is for ARCH HISPANIC MINISTRIES

Thank you for your generosity!

THE WAY FOR WOMEN RETREAT

January 26-28, 2024; Carmel Retreat Center, Hoschton.
The Way for Women is a three-day retreat for adult
female survivors of abuse offered by the Archdiocese of
Atlanta’s Victim Assistance Program. Registration
deadline is Jan. 19, 2024. Contact: Sue Stubbs at 404-920
-7554 or sstubbs@archatl.com for more information.
Posted: December 4th, 2023

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN PLEDGES

All pledge payments should be complet-

ed by January 31, 2024. If this burdens

you, please contact Ayen Camilli to make

arrangements to extend your pledge

payments. Thank you for all the support
that you have done for our Parish.

PSR ON DECEMBER 2023 & JANUARY 2024
9:30 AM —11:30 AM

Class Date Breakfast schedule

PSR 01/07 Knight of Columbus

PSR 01/14 Mrs. Trang, Mrs. Mai & Hanh
PSR 01/21 Ladies Guild

PSR 01/28 Mrs. Nguyén, Lan & Thao



mailto:sstubbs@archatl.com

The Knights of Columbus

Joseph M. Malik Council 9975
Grand Knight Mike Staley:
770-241-8544 (Cell)

Email: mikestaley914@gmail.com

A Catholic Men’s organization whose principles are
charity, unity and fraternity: all activities that the council
involves itself in are based upon these tenets. We work
closely with our Pastor and members are involved in a
wide range of church functions in support of the parish
family.

* Members are required to be practicing Catholics
and a Minimum of eighteen years old.

* Meetings are held on the 4" Tuesday of each
month @6PM in

* The Parish Social Hall.

* Monthly parish breakfast is sponsored on the first
or second Sunday after the morning Mass.

For more info please visit: www.kofc.org

St. Mary’s Ladies

The Ladies of St. Mary serve to provide a communi-
ty of fellowship and growth in faith, reaching out |
to serve and support our pastor, parish families and -
the community. We serve God through a commitment and
uniting our members through prayer, work and service.

Meet: 2™ Wednesday of the month
- 10 AM: Jan, Mar, May, Jul, Sept, Nov
- 7pm: Feb, Apr, Jun, Aug, Oct & Dec
Co-Presidents: - Donna: (678) - 851 - 7170
- Stephanie: (404) - 353 - 0475
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Gunsmithing Services

FIREARMS * INSTRUCTION
APPRAISALS * CONSULTING
*CERTIFIED GUNSMITH
*NRA FIREARMS INSTUCTOR
*RANGE SAFETY OFFICER
*PERSONAL SAFETY/PROTECTION OFFICER
*SALES
*PURCHASE BROKEN FIREARMS
Bill Mercure
NRA Life Member
Toccoa, GA

Cell (404)372-2771
Ph/Fax(706)779-0301
mercure@bellsouth.net

Helping you
come home.
Donna M. Smith

donnamsmithrealestate@gmail.com

147 Center Plaza Dr.
Toccoa, Ga 30577

(706) 886-9431

678-851-7170

Suite 203 ‘
Eastanollee, Ga 30538 !
(Next to Home Depot)
Phone: 706-244-6846
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Fax: 706-886-1301 ) .
JohnS@StelmackCPA.biz / um

(706) 886-9597

John Stelmack, CPA  fexeBicertforaliiew Brother John’s Subs Lagniappe Dulcimer Shop
11 Business Center Drive - : Instruments & Accessories
£ > » Free Lessons with Purchase of Dulcimer

L . /
A\ S

27 Stephens Circle, Toccoa, GA 30557

(Next to 1st Franklin Financial)

OPEN: Thursday—Friday—10:00 AM —4:30 PM

Saturday—10:00 AM—2:00 PM

1572 Falls Road
(706) 599-1107

Hallie Edenfield

Friends Of The Ritz
Theatre

139 E Doyle Street
Toccoa, Georgia 30577

LI/

e-mak: garyconeld@aol.com
cell 678 360-2545

Gary Conellino
Board member

for event schedule vist ritztheatretoccoa.com

Mention about St. Mary’s and the sale profit
will be donated to our Building Fund

CURRAHEE
.. 5> MOUMNMTAIN Waxing & Tanning
0\ ] ¢ KING’S BEV‘ERAGE (.‘nrnplctc Professional Nail Care
PACKAGE STORE 2950 W Currahee Street Lo :‘(":1 '\if"ﬁ‘"(j: "\:‘:""c"
b . & ay
801 Big A Road S Tocco:hGA 32577 Eastanollee, GA 30538
- www.peachhousefarm.com
(706) 827-0099 Instagram @peachhousefarm 706-886-7599

Pllocterre
Pils

Mon-Sat: 10am-7pm
Sunday: Closed




