
 

 

 
    
           

           
           
           

            
 

 
 

 

 

March 22, 2020 
 

 

Sacred Liturgies 
March 22 – Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Private Mass – Matthew Pohler 

March 23 – Monday  
Private Mass – Georgia Wenske 

No Services at Nursing Home 

March 24 – Tuesday  
Private Mass – Margaret Aschenbeck 

March 25 – Wednesday  
Private Mass – Frank & Mary Jalufka 

March 26 – Thursday  
Private Mass – Steve & Mary Pokluda 

March 27 – Friday   
Private Mass – Adolph & Rosie Maly 

March 28 – Saturday  
Private Mass – Marvin & Madeline Michalec 

March 29 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Private Mass – Henry Kalich, Jr. 
 

 

 
From the Pastor’s Desk 

 

Unprecedented. Scary. Historical. Odd. All of these and 
others have been used to describe the current crisis that 
we are facing globally.  COVID-19 is a significant moment 
in the history of, well, history.  The novel virus has us all 
anxious and worried.  What are the facts?  When is life 
going to return to normal?  What do we do and how do 
we do it?  Life has been turned upside-down and all of us 
lack a sense of control.  I wish that I had all the answers, 
but I don’t and I am worried too. But all of the worry isn’t 
going to change the situation.  Faith and participation in 
the Grace and Peace of Christ will.  We should look at the 
current crisis not only with anxiety but, and more 
importantly, as an opportunity of Grace. 

The first great opportunity is in the family.  Our schedules 
that had us rushing around exhaustingly because of 
everything we just had to get done have been cleared.  
There are no practices or events, there is no school, there 
is no travel, there is no sports, there is nothing to go to.  
On the one hand this sounds scary, but it also is an 
incredible opportunity.  Families can actually spend 
quality face to face time.  It is an opportunity to 
communicate with our spouse and children.  We can eat 
together and spend time to learn about each other and 
pray with each other.  

 I know that we cannot attend Mass at the Church right 
now, but it is being streamed Monday-Saturday at 12:00 
pm and on Sunday at 9:00 am on Facebook Live on the 
Parish Facebook page.  It will also be available on the 
parish website.  I encourage our families to virtually 
attend as a family.  Gather together and participate in the 
prayers and postures, (ie stand, sit, kneel) in your home.  
In our bulletin we have a prayer of spiritual communion 
that we will pray at each Mass.  Pray the rosary, pray the  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaplet of Divine Mercy.  I know that we can’t physically 
receive Communion, but you are still a part of this parish 
family and we can be active.  Call your neighbors and 
friends.  Check on the elderly and infirm.  Pray for them 
pray with them.   

Confessions are going to be held at the Church every 
Saturday.  This Saturday they will be from 4:00 -6:00 pm.  
But there are some precautions that need to be followed.  I 
will be set up in front of the Altar.  Face to face will not be 
available.  Our Dominican sisters will be there to keep us 
compliant with social distancing.  If there is a large number, 
I will add opportunities during the week.  Please be patient 
and be mindful of those around you. 

It is important that much of the limitations that we have to 
follow is for our neighbor, particularly the weak, elderly, 
and those with health troubles.  It is an act of kindness and 
compassion that we follow the guidelines and 
recommendations for the sake of our neighbor.   

These are the things that we can control.  These are only 
some of the opportunities that are possible.  God has not 
abandoned us.  He is with us now and always.  His Grace is 
sufficient for us.  Let us embrace the grace! Let us pray and 
serve one another.  It is possible that as a result of this 
virus threat, we could have the best Lent of our lives.  I 
know that it has stretched my imagination and creativity to 
continue the work of the Gospel.  I have always been leery 
of social media and now I am embracing it as a means of 
evangelization.   

May God bless us all.  May he comfort us in our anxiety and 
loneliness.  May the Holy Spirit awaken the hearts of our 
families and unite them.  Let us support each other and lift 
each other in prayer.  I already miss you all but I know we 
will gather again as a community in person and we will in 
one voice and in one place rejoice and sing and praise our 
Heavenly Father through the celebration of the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass.  Know of my prayers for all of you 
and I beg of your prayers for me and the parish staff. 

Father Bryan Heyer 

 

 

 

Adoration Chapel to Remain Open –  

Hours not covered are: 

Mondays, 11:00 p.m. – midnight 

Thursdays, 11:00 pm. – midnight. 

Call the office at 594-3836 if you can take an hour.  

Notice:  During this health crisis, our Church and 
Adoration Chapel will remain open for private 
devotion and prayer. Remember the social distancing 

rules that should be applied during these visits. 
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A Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

For various reasons, the faithful have often been 
prevented from receiving the Eucharist at Mass, 
whether it be for breaking the one hour fast, or for 

being in a state of mortal sin, or being homebound, 
or sick, or being confined as during this current crisis.  
In these cases, the Church encourages us to make 

an act of “Spiritual Communion,” where we unite 
ourselves to God through prayer. It is a beautiful way 

to express to God our desire to be united with him 
when we are unable to complete that union in the 
reception of Holy Communion.  All are asked to use 

the following prayer when viewing the Mass via TV, 
the Internet and other social media. 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in 

the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above 

all things and I desire to receive You into 

my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually 

into my heart. I embrace You as if you 

have already come and unite myself 

wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen.” 
 

 

 

 

 

Spiritual Opportunities to 

“Walk with Christ” During Lent 
 

 Even though this is not the Lent we envisioned 

this year, this is the Lent we have been given. A 
disruption in our usual Lenten schedule does not 
dispense us from observing Lent to the best of our 

abilities. We are still obligated to do our best to “Walk 

with Christ” this Lent. 
 Now that we are all encouraged to stay at 
home as much as possible, this is the perfect time to 
renew our efforts for praying together as a family, as 

a couple, or as individuals in our homes. Online 
sources for prayers and spiritual reading are endless.  
For those without Internet or social media, why not 

pull out some of the prayer books and prayer leaflets 
that are possibly stuck away in drawers that include 
Stations of the Cross and other Lenten prayers and 
devotions. Prayer is crucial to helping us get through 

this crisis.  Let us each do our part by praying 
regularly and fervently.  

 

 

 

 

Area Penance Services Before Easter have been 
postponed. 
 

All Stations of the Cross services have been 
canceled. Parishioners are encouraged to pray the 
Stations in their homes. 
 

The Parish Office will remain open for the normal 
scheduled hours.  The weekly bulletin will be 
published and will be available in church and on our 
parish website on Thursday afternoons. 

 

No CCD Classes March 25 and April 1: The situation 
will be reviewed and updated on a weekly basis. 
 

The CDA Meeting scheduled for March 23 has been 
canceled.  
 

The March 25 Mass that was to have been offered at 
Raphael’s Refuge, Flatonia, has been canceled. 
Please offer a Spiritual Communion instead as we 
continue to pray to build a culture of life. 

 
 

 

 

 

All Faith Formation Classes have been canceled until 

further notice. However, as our Church and the world 
deals with the pandemic, now might be a good time 

to take part in a Bible Study entitled “Lectio Eucharist – 

Discovering the Mass in the Bible.” In this study, Dr. 
Brant Pitre, examines how the Old Testament is 

revealed in the New Testament and the New 
Testament is concealed in the Old Testament. Even 
though regular meetings of this study have been 

canceled, current as well as new participants in this 
study are encouraged to follow the study at: 
https://watch.formed.org/lectio-eucharist-with-dr-
brant-pit.  For assistance, please call the parish office 

at 594-3836. 
 

 

 
Children’s Bulletin Sponsor and  

Adoration Chapel Candles 
In Memory of Henry Kalich by Darryl & Kim Kalich & Family 

 

Church Bulletin Sponsor 
In Memory of Matthew Pohler by  
Donald & Gerri Pohler & Family 

 

 Sanctuary Candles 
In memory of Adolph & Rosie Maly by  

Kim & Russell Ulcak & Family 
 

Memorial Candle for the Unborn 
Martinsen Family 

 

 Vocations Cross  
Jeremy & Karli Rodriguez & Family 

 
 

 

 

Shiner Catholic School Notices 

 
Registration for 2020-2021 

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is continuing 

for grades PK3 - 12th grade. Please visit the website 

shinercatholicschool.org for more information. Go to the 

admissions tab where you will find the following 

information:  applications for NEW students, tuition and 

fees sheet, and a link to tuition assistance information.  

For current families, you will receive an email from the 

school announcing that online re-enrollment is open.  For 

more information, please email 

nyackel@shinercatholicschool.org or 

aslatter@shinercatholicschool.org . 

 

Information Day Canceled 

The Catholic School Information Day that was scheduled 

for March 24 has been canceled.  

 

Catholic School Class Schedule 
School officials have announced that all classes are 

suspended through April 3.  They are continuing to monitor 

the situation on a weekly basis and will make appropriate 

announcements accordingly. 

 
 

 
 

Our Spring Picnic is scheduled for, May 24, 2020. We 

are continuing to collect Raffle prizes for this event.  If 
you are willing to donate a prize, your generosity will 
be appreciated.  Call the parish office at 594-3836 

 

 

Our Gifts to God This Week  

Envelopes ..................................................     $ 6,306.00 

Loose Collection .......................................     $    613.00 
Repair Fund ...............................................     $    235.00 
Rice Bowl Collection .................................     $    295.00 
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