
 

 

 
    
           

           
           
           

            
 

 
 

 

 

April 12, 2020 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
April 12 – Easter Sunday – Resurrection of the Lord 
Julia & Bill Polasek, Theresa & Tom Stolarski and  
Billy Polasek 
April 13 – Monday within Octave of Easter 
Deceased Members of Leininger & Fikac Families 
April 14 – Tuesday within Octave of Easter 
Steve & Mary Pokluda 
April 15 – Wednesday within Octave of Easter  
Donnie Siegel 
April 16 – Thursday within Octave of Easter  
Joe & Christine Chumchal and Tom & Lillie Hajek  
April 17 – Friday within Octave of Easter 
Selma Othold 
April 18 – Saturday within Octave of Easter 
Robert Patek, Sr. 
April 19 – 2nd Sunday of Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
Deceased Members of the Peters and Pustka Families 

 
 

 

 
 

From the Pastor’s Desk 
 

Christ is Risen!! Happy Easter!  We 

have come through 40 days of 

reflection, introspection, and 

reconciliation, preparing for this 

moment.  Our mortality is no longer 

hopeless.  Our mortality is no longer 

final.  Death has lost its victory and 

its sting.  Our earthly dwelling which 

turns to dust and passes away has 

given over to an eternal dwelling 

prepared for us in heaven.  All of humanity can announce, ”This 

life isn’t as good as it gets.” What a wondrous gift we have been 

given by the glorious will of our Savior who embraced the 

weakness of humanity and all of its sin even though he had no 

sin himself and put it to death and rose again gloriously.  His 

“Yes” to the Father undoes the “No” of Adam.  We have been 

given an example in His life and teaching, forgiveness in His 

death, and eternal life in His resurrection.   

When Christ rose from the Dead and set us free from the grave, 

the world was changed but it also wasn’t.  The Romans were 

still a foreign occupying force.  The Sanhedrin were still in 

power.  Pilate was still governor.  Herod was still the local king.  

Everything was the same but it wasn’t.  The disciples were 

locked away in an upper room; “self-isolating”.  They were 

afraid.  Some in their company that had been to the tomb had 

heard that it was empty.  The women said they had seen Him 

and that he was risen.  But they were still in the upper room and 

they were still afraid.  They didn’t know what to do.  Some of 

them decided to return home. Return to their boats and nets.  

Nothing had changed until it did. 

They saw the Christ.  He was risen.  They saw Him in the 

breaking of the bread.  They had put their fingers in the nail 

marks and their hand into his side.  They saw him on the shore 

and ate the breakfast that He had prepared for them.  They 

brought to Him the large catch of fish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

He said to them feed my sheep.  He breathed on them and sent 

them the Advocate; the Paraclete. He sent them out and He 

ascended to the Father.  By then, it was some 50 days later after 

the resurrection.  That all of these things they had seen and 

experienced from that empty tomb took hold.  And the world 

began to change.  Because they left their fear and doubt in that 

upper room. 

The rag-tag group of tax collectors and fishermen from around the 

area would go on and begin to convert the Empire that had sought 

their destruction for 300 years.  No weapons, no armies only the 

revelation of the Living God of Mercy and of His Son Jesus 

Christ.  Many were martyred and many died.  But many more 

came to Baptism and Eucharist.  Eventually, that Empire, the 

greatest in Western Civilization, became Christian.        

I remind us of this overly condensed story of the early Church of 

the Apostles so that we may look at ourselves.  The world is not 

changed by this Easter.  We are still under a pandemic.  We see 

the turmoil of the economy.  We see and hear of political 

mudslinging and division.  We are kept from our schools and our 

Churches.  We cannot visit our families. We cannot gather 

together.  However, my brothers and sisters, we too are people of 

the Resurrection.  We have been bathed in the living water.  We 

have been breathed on and anointed by that same Advocate.  We 

have recognized Him in the breaking of the bread.  We have 

encountered His mercy.  We have been sent.  We too will 

continue to encounter the Risen Lord throughout the Easter 

season.  Just as our Lent has hopefully led us to discover how 

much our busyness and distraction have caused great anxiety and 

exhaustion.  Now we have reconnected the family within the 

home.  We also know that the faith and the Church has not gone 

away but still is here and praying and offering.  (I would like to 

point out that just our little live feed of the Daily Mass would 

have on average over 500 views per day; Sunday it would 

sometimes be over 4,000 views.)  The faith has been growing and 

renewed through this time of isolation.  We have grown stronger 

and we will continue to strengthen.  And at some point, maybe 

after our 50 days of Easter maybe longer, we will get out of our 

rooms.  And we will re-enter the world.  And I pray, so earnestly I 

pray, that the world will know the change.  The division will heal.  

The politicization of everything will end.  Neighbor will embrace 

neighbor.  We will take care of each other.  We will love.  We 

will make disciples of all nations.  Because we are Christians and 

we have been bathed in the blood of the lamb and we are people 

of the Resurrection.  The world and all its death has no power 

over us. 

If 12 men in an upper room in a small backwater country can 

change the world in 300 years, what can 800+ families do with 

the same grace, the same resurrection, and the same Holy Spirit 

from our little town?  The choice is ours.  Our Easter Sunday has 

been spent very much in the same way as the Apostles.  When we 

are able to leave our rooms, will our work for the Gospel mirror 

theirs?  I hope so. 

On a personal note, I really miss all of you.  

I hold each of you in my heart and I ache 

for the day that we can all be together.  I 

can’t wait.  I want to wish all of you a very 

blessed and holy Easter.  I thank God for 

you and I am still blessed greatly to be here 

to serve you.  Thank you for your love. 
 

 

Father Bryan 
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Guidelines from our Diocese dictate that Father Bryan 
will continue to have Masses without a congregation until 
at least April 30.  Updates will be announced as they 
become available on our parish website and parish 
Facebook page, and in future bulletins.  

Father Bryan will have Masses at 12:00 noon Monday 
through Friday via our parish Facebook page, except     
not on Easter Monday, when he will be having a private 
Mass.  Sunday Masses will be live streamed at 9:00 a.m.  

Notice: As previously mentioned, now is a good time to be 
looking out for one another. There are several volunteers 
who have been calling our senior citizens and checking if 
they have any specific needs. Be assured they are just 
trying to reach out and check on you during these trying 
times.  However, for a word of caution, never give any 
personal information to any callers, such as social security 
number or other related data. 

 

 

The Divine Mercy Novena Began on Good Friday and 
Continues Through April 19 

The novena and Chaplet will continue to be prayed every day 
at 3:00 p.m. through April 19 on the diocesan website 
victoriadiocese.org  and via Facebook. Each day a different 
parish in the diocese, including our own parish, will lead the 
Chaplet at 3:00 p.m. or pray as individuals in your homes at 
3:00 p.m. each day. There are extra prayer leaflets in church 
to use for this novena.  
 
What is the Feast of Divine Mercy and where did the 
Chaplet come from? In the 20th Century, Jesus chose St. 
Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun to receive private 
revelations concerning Divine Mercy. These revelations were 
recorded in her Diary. In the revelations, He requested that a 
Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be observed. This 
feast is traditionally celebrated on the Sunday after Easter, 
which this year is on April 19. Jesus also said to St. Faustina: 
 

My daughter, tell the whole world about My 
inconceivable mercy. I desire that the Feast of 
Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and 
especially for poor sinners. On that day the very 
depths of My tender mercy are open. I pour out a 
whole ocean of graces upon those souls who 
approach the Fount of My Mercy.  Let no soul fear 
to draw near to me … (Diary, No. 699) 

 

 

 

Prayer of Spiritual Communion 
 

This prayer is suggested to be used viewing the Mass via TV, 

Internet and other social media and also can be used anytime. 
 

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 

Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all things and I 

desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now 

receive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into 

my heart. I embrace You as if you have already come 

and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be 

separated from You. Amen.” 

 

 

 

A Vocation Reflection 
 

Easter Sunday – “The Lord is risen, it is true!” Through our 
baptism He calls us to proclaim new life to the world. Pray 
for those who herald the Good News as priests, brothers 
and sisters, If you think God may be inviting you to such a 
vocation, call Father Tommy Chen, 361-552-6140, or 
Father Kristopher Fuchs, 3671-573-4328. 
 

 

Adoration in our Chapel continues, using social 
distancing guidelines. Adoration resumes Easter Monday, 
April 13, at 8:00 a.m. 
 

The Parish Office will be closed Easter Monday and will 
resume regular hours Tuesday, April 14. 

 

 
 
The Catholic School Tuition Benefit program for KJZT 
members who attend Catholic schools is back for its 2nd 
year. This is an annual benefit that will provide 100 grants of 
$125 each to KJZT members attending Catholic schools in 
grades K - 12.  Applications can be found online on our 
website under Member Benefits.  The deadline is May 29, 
2020.  If you know any members that may be interested in this 

benefit please direct them to www.kjzt.org. 
 
 

 

 

Flowers on the Altar 

By the Parish 

 

Church Bulletin Sponsor 

In Memory of Hilda & Edwin Schmidt by Larry Schmidt 

 

Children’s Bulletin Sponsor 

By John & Christina Chumchal Family 

 

Church Sanctuary & Adoration Chapel Candles 

In Memory of Gene Pustka by Betty & Marlon Pustka 

 

Memorial Candle for the Unborn 

Martinsen Family 

 

 Vocations Cross  

Jeremy & Karli Rodriguez & Family 
 

 

 

Our Spring Picnic is scheduled for, May 24. We are 
continuing to collect Raffle prizes for this event.  If you are 
willing to donate a prize please note we are trying to round up 
all prizes by Tuesday, April 14.  You do not have to physically 
come to the office to donate a prize, a phone call to 361-594-
3836 or email to aduke@sscmshiner.org will do. 

 

 

 

Our Gifts to God This Week  
Envelopes ..........................................................     $ 9,792.00 
Loose Collection ................................................     $    100.00 
Repair Fund .......................................................     $    240.00 
Rice Bowl Collection ..........................................     $    172.00 
 
Drop Box/Mail Slot:  A drop box or mail slot has been installed in the 
front door to the parish office to leave your donations to the Church or 
other messages. You can also donate through online giving on our parish 
website or by mailing your offerings to 306 S. Avenue F, Shiner. 
 

 

 

Shiner Catholic School Notices 
Registration for 2020-2021 

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is continuing 

for grades PK3 - 12th grade. Please visit the website 

shinercatholicschool.org for information. Go to the 

admissions tab for applications for NEW students, 

tuition and fees, and a link to tuition assistance 

information. Current families will receive an email 

announcing online re-enrollment.  For more information, 

please email nyackel@shinercatholicschool.org or 

aslatter@shinercatholicschool.org . 

 

 

 
The K.C.’s have frozen fish fillets and French fries left from 
their recent Fish Fry. They are for sale at $3.00/pound.  Call 
Leonard Pesek at 361-293-8249 if interested.   
 
The K.C.’s have canceled their April meeting. 
 
The K.C.’s Fried Chicken Dinner and drawing for 
Fisherman’s Dream Raffle that was scheduled in April has 
been postponed until a later date. All previously sold tickets will 
be honored. 
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