St. Nicholas Parish |
24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

(949) 837-1090; FAX (949) 837-9510; www.st-nicholaschurch.org
School of Religious Education: (949) 837-7676
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Ouwr Faish Mission Statement

St. Nicholas Farish is a Cathelic cemmunity, celebrating cur faith
through the Sacraments, Liturgy, Prayer and Sexwvice. We strive to nurture family life
and te create ane body out of many in the Loxd.

We shaze the Good News with people ef all ages, cultures and faith backgrounds.

CLERGY
Pastor Rev. George P. Blais
Parochial Vicar Rev. Quyen Truong
Visiting Priest Rev. Msgr. John Campbell
Visiting Priest Rev. Gerald Walker
Visiting Priest Rev. Brendan Hankins
Visiting Priest Rev. Jack Sewell
Visiting Priest Rev. Chin Dang
Deacon Wayne Thompson
Deacon Chau Tran
Deacon Gerardo De Santos
MASS SCHEDULE

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM, 7:00PM in Spanish

Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM, and
5:00PM in Vietnamese.

Monday through Friday: 7:00AM and 9:00AM

Saturday: 9AM

Filipino Mass: 5:30PM, First Saturdays, October-June.
Holy Days: 4PM Vigil, 7AM, 9AM, 12PM, 6PM and
7:30PM in Vietnamese

RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Saturday: 9:45AM to 10:15AM and 3:00PM to 3:45PM
or by appointment.

BAPTISM
English: Fourth Sunday of the month at 2:00PM.
Spanish: Third Saturday of the month at 11AM
Viethamese: Second Sunday of the month at at 2PM.

MARRIAGE
Arrangements must begin at least six months in
advance with a priest of the parish.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call Parish Office in an emergency.
Special Service celebrated in fall/spring as announced.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
At the death of a family member, please call the
Parish Office at your earliest convenience to plan
for the Mass of Christian Burial.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION DAY
24-hour adoration begins the second Wednesday
of the month at the 9:00AM Mass.

DEVOTIONS & BENEDICTION
Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM;
Vietnamese—2nd Wednesday of the month at 8PM.
Recitation of the Holy Rosary and Benediction.

Parish Office Hours: Sunday: 8:30 AM—1:30 PM
Monday through Friday: 9 AM—12 Noon; 1 PM — 7:00 PM;
Saturday: 9 AM—12 Noon
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Pontifical Good Friday Collection—2018

What is it?

Once a year, on Good Friday, we are called on to support
Christians, the Living Stones of the Holy Land. Many
Christians there depend on this collection for their well-
being. As requested by Pope Francis, the annual Good
Friday collection offers a direct link for parishioners to
be witnesses of peace and to help protect the Holy Places.
Franciscans and others in the Holy Land are housing and
feeding the poor, providing religious formation and
education, maintaining shrines and parishes, and
conducting pastoral ministry. For more information,
visit www.myFranciscan.org.

Please Note:

The St. Nicholas Parish Offices
will be closed on
Good Friday, March 30th.

For parishioner and visitor

convenience, extra ; Easter Offering
s —y

Easter envelopes % -

are available in the pews o

for Easter Offerings.

Pastoral Services Appeal 2018—as of 3/6

# of Pledges: 98
$ of pledges: $34,100
$ of payments: $13,815

Thank you to all who have already participated in this year’s
PSA. Ifyou did not receive information about the PSA in the
mail, there are brochures and pledge envelopes available in
the Church or in the Parish Office.

Once we reach our diocesan goal of $111,000, all monies
over that amount will be returned to St. Nicholas
to help pay for the parking lot project.

Dear Parishioners,

Today we celebrate Passion Sunday also known as
Palm Sunday. This marks the beginning of Holy
Week when we reflect on the final events of the life of
Jesus. Today’s focus is on His triumphant entrance
into Jerusalem, and we hear the story of His Passion.

Tomorrow, Monday, the Church of Orange will
gather on the campus of the Cathedral to celebrate
the annual Chrism Mass. At this Mass, the priests of
the diocese renew their priestly promises in the
presence of the bishop and the community gathered
for this celebration. The bishop also blesses all of the
oils to be used in all of our diocesan churches
throughout the year. These oils are distributed to
each parish for the ongoing administering of
sacraments.

On Thursday, we begin the Sacred Triduum. We
gather to celebrate the Mass of the Lord’s Supper in
the evening. After communion, we have a
Eucharistic procession to the Altar of Repose in the
Parish Center. Adoration will continue until
midnight. This Mass continues with the reading of
the Passion on Good Friday and concludes with the
Easter Vigil on Saturday night. This is all one Mass.

I pray that all of our parishioners may have a very
Blessed and reflective Holy Week as we celebrate the
meaning of our faith: Jesus’ mission in the world.
He came to show us God’s love and that love is
revealed to us completely in this Holy week. He
serves us in the washing of feet and He sacrifices His
life for us as He is nailed to the cross and dies for us,
so that we may have eternal life.

Please remember that our Easter Vigil begins at
7:30 p.m. on Saturday evening.

REMINDER; THERE IS NO 4:00 P.M. MASS
NEXT SATURDAY, MARCH 31.

Fr. George

%

Easter Lily Donations...

will gladly be accepted to help
decorate the Church for Easter.
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Please bring the plants
to the Parish Office
starting Tuesday, March 27th.

k

THANK
YoU!

2018

Stewardship of Treasure

2017 52-Weekly Required Budget

Due to an early bulletin deadline, collection information for March 18th will be in a future bulletin.
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& ]J Mass Intentions
for the Week

Monday:
7AM  Rosa and Wayne Thompson Family
9AM Paul Bennion (d)

Tuesday:

7AM  All Benefactors

9AM Maxine McKibben (d)

Wednesday:

7AM  James Brady (d)

9AM Wayne & Lily Ellis—Wedding Anniversary
Thursday:

7AM  There is no 7AM Mass today

9AM Morning Prayer

8PM  Gerald Biggio (d)

Friday:

7AM There is no 7AM Mass today

9AM Morning Prayer

1:30PM Celebration of the Passion of the Lord
3PM  Stations of the Cross

Saturday:

9AM Morning Prayer

4PM  There is no 4PM Mass today

7PM  There is no 7PM Mass today

7:30PM (Easter Vigil) For the Parish

Sunday:

7:30AM  Elke Cronan

9:00AM Pat Howe (d)

10:45AM Dolores Abenis (d)

12:30PM Catherine Semple (d)

Parish Calendar This Week

MONDAY

Sewing Group, Small Hall, SAM

Concert by Victoria School of Arts, Church, 10:30AM
Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
Spanish Rosary, Church, 6:30PM

TUESDAY

CCW Tea Party Committee, Room B, I0AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
Unity Group Ministry, Room B, 6:30PM

SRE Confirmation I, Parish Center—upstairs, 7PM

7 & 8 Grade SRE, Parish Center—downstairs, 7PM

St. Nicholas Chorale, Small Hall, 7:15PM

WEDNESDAY

Charismatic Prayer Group, Room A, 9:45AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
Devotions and Benediction, Church, 7PM

Hispanic Choir, Room C, 7PM

St. Vincent de Paul, Room A, 7PM

RCIA, Parish Center—2nd floor, 7PM

Filipino Choir, Small Hall, 8PM

THURSDAY

Holy Thursday Services—see back page of bulletin
FRIDAY

Good Friday Services—see back page of bulletin
SATURDAY

Holy Saturday Services—see back page of bulletin
SUNDAY

Library is closed.

We Remember

All of Our Beloved Dead
who entered their new and eternal lives in Christ.
Grant to all our dearly departed, eternal rest, O Lord,
and may your light shine on them forever.

TODAY’S READINGS

Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 Hj—

Gospel at the Procession with Palms:
=

Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem.

First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7

In spite of my sufferings [ am not disgraced. [ am not
put to shame.

Psalm 22: My God, my God, why have you
abandoned me?

Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11

Christ emptied himself, and God filled this emptiness
with exaltation.

Gospel: Mark 14:1 — 15:47 [15:1-39]

The account of Christ’s passion according to Mark.

PARISHIONERS ARE INVITED TO THE
Victoria School of the Arts Concert Choir
Concert to be held on Monday, March 26th
at 10:30am, here in St. Nicholas Church.

This award-winning Concert Choir from Edmonton, Alberta,
Canada, has offered to present our community with a FREE
Concert while they are on their Southern California tour.
The Concert will include sacred as well as secular music,
and will last about an hour.

The Concert is FREE so please come and bring your friends
and support this wonderful group with your attendance.

On Sunday, April 8th,
the Knights of Columbus ( )
are hosting a — =

Pancake & Sausage Breakfast

after the 7:30am, 9am and 10:45am Masses.

This is a major fund-raising event for the Knights of
Columbus and we welcome your patronage.

Come enjoy breakfast with your family and friends!

The St. Nicholas Library... %

The Library is open the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the month,
8:45am—12:45pm. CLOSED April 1st—Easter Sunday.
We are located in Room C, behind the Parish Office.
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School of Religious Education

Yo

Check us out on Facebook!

SRE Elementary: Meet Monday—Wednesday,
March 26-28 at 4:15pm to 5:30pm.
Junior High & Confirmation II: Meet Tuesday,
March 27 at 7PM in assigned classrooms.

EASTER BREAK...next week
Elementary, Junior and High School classes will not meet
next week, Monday through Wednesday, April 2, 3 and 4.

ATTENTION Confirmation II Candidates
Be sure to call the SRE office, 837-7676 to schedule your
Priest interview appointment. Your letter to the Bishop is
due on Tuesday March 27th.

There is no Bible Study during Holy Week & Easter Week,
March 27 and April 3. Sessions will resume on April 10th.

Teen/Family Mass on Saturday, April 28th. Choir Rehearsals
on Thursdays, April 12 and 26 at 7:30pm in the Choir Loft.

Oktoberfest and Irish Festival News

The annual Oktoberfest and Irish Festivals are
always great fun and are important fundraisers for
our School of Religious Education. We greatly
appreciate those who have donated their time to help
at these events! Several volunteers are needed to
help with the organization and management of future
Oktoberfest and Irish Festivals.
Specifically, 3 people are needed for the following:

= To schedule/supervise workers to decorate the
Parish Center on the morning of the events and
to un-decorate in the evening at the end of the
event.

= To schedule and supervise workers to set up the
stage, dance floor and beverage booth before the
events and to break down and put away these
same items at the end of the event. Also, to
purchase and pick up some supplies.

= To schedule workers for ticket, raffle and
beverage sales on the day of the events, and to
supervise these areas during the events.

If you are willing to volunteer in any of these three
areas, or if you would like additional information,
please call Chuck Wieser at 949-240-0242.

Scholarship Opportunity

The Knights of Columbus are offering ;
a $500 scholarship (tuition assistance) to a member of
the parish attending a Catholic High School during the
2018-19 school year. The application and additional
information are available on-line from the St. Nicholas
Parish website: https://st-nicholaschurch.org, or from the
SRE Office beginning March 24th. Look for Knights of
Columbus under “Ministries” and open to find “HS
Scholarship App.” Submit your completed application
to the Parish Office or the SRE Office before May 1st.

CRS Rice Bowl

If you have been participating in the Rice Bowl program
for Lent, please be sure to turn them into the SRE Office
during the week of April 1st or before. You may also turn
them into the Parish Office. Thank you for participating
in this worthwhile endeavor!

f ' Yy
After participating in Youth Day activities, the
Youth Group relaxes during their lunch break.

Mass ends at Youth Day at the Anaheim Convention Center.
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Council of Catholic Women
General Meeting on
Friday, April 13th

Our speaker will be Al DiNicola, a member of the
guild promoting the
beatification of Fr. Vincent R. Capodano.

Social time starts at 9:30am and

the meeting begins at 10:10am in the Parish Center.

Please bring your coin donations for “Water for
Life,” can tabs for Ronald McDonald House,
pasta/sauce for Caterina’s Club.
Questions: Call Lynn at 949-830-2920

JOB OPENING...at St. Nicholas

St. Nicholas Parish has an opening for a part-time
Bulletin Editor and Liturgical/Administrative
Secretary for the Parish. High School or college
degree, with similar job-related experience
required. Proficiency in computer skills,
including Microsoft Office software, and
Publisher. If interested, please provide
resume and information to:

Fr. George P. Blais at the Parish Office.

Master Chorale of Saddleback Valley
Music for the Spirit—Sunday, March 25th
at 3pm — Geneva Presbyterian Church
24301 EL Toro Rd., Laguna Hills
$20 General Admission; $15 Student/Senior
Requiem for the Living by Dan Forrest
Luminous Night of the Soul by Ola Gjeilo
Agnus Dei by Samuel Barber
Charles Stephenson, Artistic Director/Conductor
Tickets: at www.masterchoralesv.org or at the door.

Day of Retreat for Young Women
Want to learn more about living your Catholic faith as a young
(ages 18-38) single woman in today’s culture?
Janua Caeli is for you! Janua Caeli Retreat Day is on
April 21st from 8am to 5:30pm.
All meals provided — suggested donation $20.00;
some lodging available.
Theme: “Fullness of Grace: How to Receive an
overabundance of God’s Gifts.”

Retreat Master: Rev. Quan Tran, Priest, Diocese of
Orange, and founder of Fullness of Grace, a Ministry
aimed at helping Catholics and other Christians grow in their
spiritual life. This one-day retreat includes talks, confession
and opportunities for one-on-one spiritual guidance,
Eucharistic Adoration, Mass and the Divine Office prayed
with the Dominican Nuns, and more! For information/
registration: www.opnunsmenlo.org or via email to Sr. Joseph
Marie, O.P., at vocations@opnunsmenlo.org

© J, S. Paluch Co., Inc.

SUFFERING
Jesus did not come to do away with suffering or

remove it. He came to fill it with his presence.
—Paul Claudel

The Knights of Columbus
“40 Cans for Lent” Food Drive.

Parishioners are invited to contribute one can of non-
perishable food each day during Lent, or 40 cans sometime
during the Lenten season. Barrels will be placed outside the
entrances to the Church at weekend Masses.

NO FROZEN FOODS OR REFRIGERATED ITEMS!
Monetary donations are always welcome!

1,759 pounds of food donated by parishioners in February!
Thank you for your generosity!

HELP WANTED!

Volunteers are needed to help in the
cleaning of the Church. We clean on ! i
the first Tuesday after the 9AM Mass. et
If you can contribute an hour or two of your time,
it would be appreciated! We also need a few strong men!!
Our next church cleaning is Tuesday, April 3rd.
Call: Phoebe at 949-855-9263 with any questions.

it

Baptism Preparation Team

I am looking to enhance our

Baptism preparation procedures.
Currently, we have one dedicated
parishioner who has been preparing

our parents and God-parents to celebrate
the Sacrament of Baptism. I would like to o1tne
have a larger team; therefore, I am requesting for any
interested parishioners to contact me if you would be
interested in assisting in developing a Baptismal preparation
procedure, or being part of this important team to prepare
our parents and God-parents on the meaning and gift of this
sacrament which welcomes new members to our Catholic
family. If you have been part of a Baptism preparation team
either at St. Nicholas or at another parish, I would like to
hear from you.

Please contact me so that we can begin our discussion and
planning to expand this very important ministry in the life of
the Church.

Fr. George P. Blais
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Palm Sundav Masses—TODAY, March 25th

S day, March 24—4:00 PM [Vigil] FLEASE NOTE:
aturday, Marc —4: igi c
and 7:00PM Spanish Mass There ai_ll'el@SCtonfgssmns
. on Holy Saturday,
7:30AM—with Cant
9:00 AM—with Choie and there IS NO 4PM MASS
10:45AM—with Choir ON HOLY SATURDAY,
12:30PM—with Cantor March 31st.
5:00PM—Vietnamese Mass
H HOLY THURSDAY, March 29 H
0'&1@' 9:00AM—Morning Prayer 0@@'
T% 6:00PM—Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Vietnamese) T%
hur: 8:00PM—Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Bilingual) hur:

With procession to and Adoration at the Altar of Reposition until Midnight.
We will have a special collection for the needs of the poor in our community on Holy Thursday.

GOOD FRIDAY. March 30
9:00AM—Morning Prayer
1:30PM—Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (English)
3:00PM—Stations of the Cross
6:00PM—Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (Vietnamese)
8:00PM—Celebration of the Passion of the Lord (Spanish)
We will have a Pontifical Collection for the Holy Land on Good Friday.

HOLY SATURDAY, March 31
9:00AM—Morning Prayer
7:30 PM Easter Vigil

PLEASE NOTE: THERE IS NO 4PM MASS ON HOLY SATURDAY.

EASTER SUNDAY, April 1
ZAStel 7:30AM Mass—with Cantor
: 9:00AM Mass—with Choir

? ‘ 10:45AM Mass—with Choir
. 12:30PM Mass—with Cantor
S(IKQS 5:00PM Mass—Vietnamese

Please consider carpooling with a neighbor or walking to Church
to help relieve the traffic congestion on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. Thank you!!

Catholic Church’s Disposal of Blessed Palms LOCAL PENANCE
Because they have been blessed by a Priest, and therefore, are holy objects, the palm
branches used for Catholic Church services, especially those used on Palm Sunday, SER‘"CE

should not be disposed of like trash. Once an object is blessed, it is considered to be in '
the service of God and should be treated with respect. It is considered sacrilegious to Rite Of
throw a holy item in the garbage where it might end up in a sewer or a landfill. lgl Reconci ||at|on
Holy Palms should be returned to nature. After the Palm Sunday service, palms may be
collected from the worshipers by an usher for disposal. If you would prefer to take your
palms home, it may be kept as a holy item. Should you wish to dispose of it, you may
bury it or burn it and spread the ashes outside. Tuesday, March 27th at 7pm

If you have old palms, bring them to the Parish Office at San Francisco Solano
and we will burn them at the Easter Vigil. Church
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