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St. Nlcholas Parish

24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637
(949) 837-1090; FAX (949) 837-9510; www.st-nicholaschurch.org
School of Religious Education: (949) 837-7676

Our Farish Missien Statement
St. Nicholas Parish is a Cathelic community, celebrating cur faith

thuough the Sacraments, Liturgy, Prayer and Sewice. We strive to nuture family life
and to create ane bady out of many in the Lowd.

We share the Goed News with pecple of all ages, cultures and faith backgreunds.

Adopted July, 1996
CLERGY BAPTISM

Contact the Parish Office for Baptism scheduling and
Pastor Rev. George P. Blais information.
Parochial Vicar Rev. Quyen Truong MARRIAGE
Visiting Priest Rev. Msgr. John Campbell Arrangements must begin at least six months in
Visiting Priest Rev. Gerald Walker advance with a priest of the parish
Visiting Priest Rev. Charbel Grbavac ’
Visiting Priest Rev. Jack Sewell ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Visiting Priest Rev. Chin Dang Call Parish Office in an emergency.
Deacon Wayne Thompson Special Service celebrated in fall/spring as announced.
Deacon Chau Tran

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

Deacon EUELCILUSE LIS At the death of a family member, please call the

Parish Office at your earliest convenience to plan
MASS SCHEDULE for the Mass of Christian Burial.

Saturday Vigil: 4:00PM, 7:00PM in Spanish

Sunday: 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 10:45AM, 12:30PM, and
5:00PM in Vietnamese.

Monday through Friday: 7:00AM and 9:00AM

Saturday: 9AM

Holy Days: 4PM Vigil, 7PM Spanish Vigil, 7AM, 9AM,
12PM, 6PM, and 7:30PM in Vietnamese.

RECONCILIATION (Confession)
Saturday: 9:45AM to 10:15AM and 3:00PM to 3:45PM
or by appointment.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION DAY
24-hour adoration begins the second Wednesday
of the month at the 9:00AM Mass.

DEVOTIONS & BENEDICTION
Wednesday evenings at 7:00PM;
Vietnamese—2nd Wednesday of the month at 8PM.
Recitation of the Holy Rosary and Benediction.
Filipino—1st Saturday of the month Novena and
Rosary Devotion from October-June after the 4PM
Mass.

Parish Office Hours
Sunday: 8:30 AM—1:30 PM; Monday through Friday: 9AM- 12Noon; 1PM- 5:15PM
Saturday: 9 AM—12 Noon
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Dear Parishioners,

On this Fourth Sunday of Lent we hear once again
the Gospel story of the “Prodigal Son”. This story
reminds us of God’s love for us and the fact that
He will never turn His back on us. We may go
astray and lead lives that are inconsistent with our
call to holiness, but God will always be waiting for
us with open arms to welcome us back to Him.
Just like the loving father in the Gospel today,
God is waiting for us to return to Him. As we
approach God on our return, He sends Jesus to
run to us with open arms to welcome us back into
the fold.

This time of Lent is a time for us to reflect on
where we have gone astray and how we can
prepare for our full return into the presence of the
Lord. As we reflect on this, we can prepare
ourselves to receive the sacrament of
reconciliation. Our parish Lenten Penance
Service is on Wednesday, April 10. This is a great
opportunity to say like the Prodigal Son; “Father,
I have sinned against heaven and against you. I
no longer deserve to be called your son...” God
desires for us to return to Him and He wants to
welcome us home with open arms.

This week our catechumens and candidates
preparing for the Easter Sacraments are
continuing their journey through the period of
purification with the second scrutiny. They will
experience this at our Saturday evening Spanish
Mass at 7:00 P.M. The Gospel reading that they
will hear from Cycle A is the story of the man
born blind. This man is not being punished by
God because of any sin of his or his parents that
caused his blindness; however, when we do sin,
this creates a dark place in our lives and we
become blind to the God who is calling us to Him.
This time of purification is a time for all of us to
open our eyes to the sin in our lives and seek the
Lord’s forgiveness.

Fr. George

Urgent Message Concerning
Email and Text Message Scams

It appears that some of our email @
and phone number lists have been -~ ‘
hacked. If you receive any email or phone text
messages from Fr. George Blais or anyone else
from the parish requesting assistance with money
transfers, iTunes gift card purchases, or any other
type of monetary support, PLEASE DISREGARD,
these are scams. Always check with the office
directly before responding to any such email to
verify authenticity.

Pastoral Services Appeal 2019
We have reached our diocesan PSA goal of $116, 000!
Now all pledges that are made will be returned to
St. Nicholas which will allow us to replenish our
general building/maintenance fund. Thank you to
all who have so generously pledged to this year’s PSA.
(If you did not receive information in the mail.
There are brochures and pledge envelopes available
in the Church or the Parish Office.)

Heavenly Father,

Thank you for the many gifts
you have graciously
and freely given us.
Help us to share these abundant
blessings as living witnesses
of the Gospel message.

Give us the grace to live as one
family in the Diocese of Orange,
as together we build up a
community of love, humility
and charity.

Amen.

Stewardship of Treasure

_ 2019
ﬁ;u March 24th $15,720.00
Electronic Giving 3/17-3/23 $745.14

2018
$21,550.49

52-Weekly Required Budget
$25,856.00
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Mass Intentions for the Week

Monday:
7AM David T. Tuccio (d)

9AM Caridad Salonga

Tuesday:
7AM John Patrick Fealey (d)

9AM Michael Andera (d)

Wednesday:
7AM Alex Barraga (d)

9AM Catherine Yamarone (d)

Thursday:
7AM Gerald Castro (d)

9AM Helen Cronk (d)

Friday:

7AM Ralph Mustacchio (d)
9AM All Relatives and Friends

Saturday:
9AM Salvacion Jaurigue (d)

4PM  Maureen Oschman (d)
7PM  Onecimo Gomez (d)

Sunday:
7:30AM For the Parish

9:00AM Bishop Thomas Thanh Nguyen
10:45AM David Whitney (d)
12:30PM Leandro Clavijo (d)

We Remember

All of our recently deceased

who entered their new and eternal life in Christ.

Grant to all our dearly departed, eternal rest, O
Lord, and may your light shine on them forever.

TODAY’S READINGS éL/

First Reading: Joshua 5:9a, 10-12

The Israclites ate of the yield of the land of Canaan.

Psalm 34
Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:17-21
Whoever is in Christ is a new creation.

Gospel: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.

Parish Calendar This Week

MONDAY ——

Sewing Group, Small Hall, 8AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
New Life Filipino Group, Small Hall, 5:30PM

Hispanic Rosary, Church, 7PM

SRE Parent Meeting, Parish Center—2nd Floor, 7PM

TUESDAY

Hispanic Book Study, Room 201, 9:45AM,

Book Study, Room A, 9:45AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
SRE Confirmation I, Parish Center— upstairs, 7PM

7 &8 Grade SRE, Parish Center— downstairs, 7PM

St. Nicholas Chorale, Small Hall. 7:15PM

WEDNESDAY

Charismatic Prayer, Room A, 9:45AM

Religious Education for Elementary, Parish Center, 4:15PM
Knights of Columbus, Room 104/105, 6PM

Devotions and Benedictions, Church, 7PM

Filipino Choir, Small Hall, 8PM

THURSDAY

Faith Alive, Room A, 10AM

Hispanic RCIA, Room B, 6PM

RCIA, Room 201, 7PM

Alpha, Parish Center— 1st Floor, 6:30PM
Hispanic Council, Room C, 7PM

St. Nicholas Parish Choir, Small Hall, 7:15PM

FRIDAY

Stations of the Cross, Church, 9:45AM

CCW, Parish Center-1st Floor, 10AM

Lenten Fish Dinner, Parish Center-1st Floor, SPM
Hispanic Bible Study, Small Hall, 7PM

Stations of the Cross, Church, 7PM

Baptism Preparation, Room C, 7PM

SATURDAY

First Saturday Devotions, 9:45AM

Adult Confirmation, Room C, 10AM

Hispanic Choir, Room C, 4PM

Filipino Choir, Small Hall, 3PM

Filipino Rosary Group, Parish Center—1st Floor, 5SPM

SUNDAY
Library OPENED

The St. Nicholas Library

The Library is open the 1st & 3rd Sundays of the
month, from 8:45am—12:45pm. We are
located in Room C, behind the Parish Office.

Freebie Cart: Rosaries, prayer cards and more!
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SCHOOL OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

SRE classes will meet:

Elementary classes on Mon-Wed., April 1st-3rd
Junior High and Confirmation I class on
Tuesday, April 2nd.

Sacrament Dates

Confirmation: Saturday, May 4th at 10AM Mass
Rehearsal: Tuesday, April 30th at 7PM in the Church.

First Communion: Sunday, May 5th at 12:30PM Mass
Rehearsal: Monday, April 29th at 7PM in Church.
Our students and catechists are preparing for Lent which
started on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. Please continue to
pray for all of them as they continue on their journey of
faith—especially those who will be receiving their
Sacraments.

Reminders for Confirmation II Students

Confirmation Candidates—Don’t forget your interview
with the priests. Call the SRE Office, (949) 837-7676, if you
forgot the time and date of your appointment.

YOUTH MINISTRY [j@) u
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @stnickym m

Liturgy of the Word for Children
The main purpose of the Liturgy of the Word is to
enrich our children’s liturgical experience of
God'’s presence in the proclamation of the Word.
Children (grades 1st-6th) and their adult
leader(s) are dismissed from Mass after the
opening rituals and go to Room C where they
listen to the Word, discuss what they heard and then reflect
on how the Word can make a difference in their life.
Presently, we are looking for someone to help with Liturgy
of the Word. There are Liturgy Preparation guides and
“Good News” pamphlets with activities to help plan each
Sunday session. If you think you might want to help with
this rewarding and important ministry, please contact Gwen
at (949) 837-7676 . (Note: As a requirement all adults who
work with children must be fingerprinted and take a safe
environment course in order to volunteer.)

APRIL

National Child Abuse
Prevention Month

April is national Child Abuse Prevention Month. It is most
appropriate that Child Abuse Prevention Month is held
during the Lenten and Easter season as there is no better
time than this when we experience renewal and growth
that we celebrate the protection of our most valuable gift
from God—our children.

For more information on how you can become more
informed and involved in keeping our children safe, log
on to www.childwelfare.gov/preventing/preventionmonth
or visit the Diocesan Office of Child and Youth Protection
web page at www.rcbo.org/group/child-and-youth-
protection.

o Tuesday Bible Studies: April 9th at 6PM in the Youth
Room.
« Teen/Family Choir: Rehearsal at 7:30PM on Thursdays,
April 11th, April 25th, and May 2nd. Teen/Family Mass
at 4PM on Saturday, and April 27.

« Stations of the Cross rehearsals will be at 6PM on
Tuesday, April 2nd and April 9th. Performances will be
on Tuesday, April 2nd at 7:30PM and Friday, April 12th

at 7PM.

o Important Dates: The Sacrament of Confirmation will
be celebrated on Saturday, May 4th at 10AM. The
Sacrament of First Communion will be celebrated on
Sunday, May 5th at 12:30PM.

o Movie Night on April 6th! Let’s start off the night by
attending the 4PM Mass together followed by pizza,

popcorn, and a movie in the Youth Room! | ';‘“'..-
Slate,

The St. Nicholas and Santiago Youth Groups gather for
a group photo at the end of Youth Day, March 21st.

Catholic High School

Tuition Assistance

The St. Nicholas Council of the Knights of
Columbus is offering two $500 tuition assistance
awards to students of the parish who will be

attending a Catholic High School in September.

Additional information and the application form
can be found on the parish website,

https://st-nicholaschurch.org. Look for Knights of

Columbus under ministries and then open “HS
Tuition Assistance Information”.
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Two Inspiring Events at
St. Nicholas—~April 12-14

Presented by: Faith Based Communications
PARISH CENTER—FREE ADMISSION

Sacred Cloths of the Passion Exhibit

Friday, April 12th 4:00-9:00PM
Saturday, April 13th 10:00AM-12:00PM

Presentations: Friday, April

April 13th at 9:45AM

The Shroud of Turin
(Jesus’ burial
shroud)

Saturday, April 13th 3:00-8:30PM
Sunday, April 14th 8:30AM-1:30PM

Presentations: Saturday, April
13th at 5:15PM and Sunday,
April 14th at 8:45AM,
10:15AM, 12PM.

The Miracle of
Lanciano Italy

Sponsored by the St. Nicholas
Council of Catholic Women

St. Nicholas

Council of Catholic Women

SECOND COLLECTION

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul would like
to thank you for your generosity in 2018
which has enabled us to assist the needy and
suffering in our area, both the homeless who are
struggling to find an affordable place to live, and those
experiencing financial crises who are in danger of
becoming homeless. Together we have prevented
evictions and utility cut offs. During home visits, we have
shared information about food pantries and helpful
agencies, and we have discovered other needs.

12th at 5:00PM and Saturday, This weekend, the Society of St. Vincent de Paul will have a

second collection at all Masses. We appreciate any
contribution you are able to make since the next 5th

Sunday is not until June 30th.

Council of Catholic Women

Council of Catholic Women
General Meeting
Friday, April 5th

Social time is 9:30AM and the meeting begins at 10:10AM.
Our speaker is Alice Ryan and she will be talking
about, “Walking with Jesus to the Cross”.

Please bring your coins for “Water for Life,” can tabs for
Ronald McDonald House, and pasta and sauce for
Caterina’s Club.

Please drop off any donation of toiletries at the Council
of Catholic Meetings which take place the first Friday
of the month in the Large Hall. Do not bring donations
to the Parish Office.

— CHURCH CLEANING —

More volunteers are needed to help in the cleaning
of the Church. We meet on the first Tuesday of the
month after the 9AM Mass. If you can contribute an
hour or two of your time, it would be appreciated! Our next
church cleaning is Tuesday, April 2nd.

Call Phoebe at (949) 855-9263 with any questions.

Please note: EARLY DEADLINES
FOR BULLETIN ARTICLES

With holidays and other Publisher requirements, articles for our
bulletin have early deadlines. Please note the following deadlines
if you have an article that needs to be in a bulletin for the dates
shown below. Articles submitted after the required “Due Date”
will not be published in the bulletin.

Bulletin Date Articles Due By
April 14th April 3rd
April 21st April 12th

Happiness will never be ours if we do not recognize
to some degree that God's blessings were given us
for the well-being of all.

—Anonymous




March 31st, 2019

The Fourth Sunday of Lent

e

PRAYER
Daily Mass: Monday through Friday at 7AM & 9AM,; Saturdays
at 9AM.
Morning Prayer: Monday through Saturday at 8:45AM. (This is
open to all who desire to join in.)
Monthly Day of Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: Second
Wednesday of the Month beginning at the 9AM Mass and
concluding prior to the 9AM Mass on the Second Thursday.
Stations of the Cross: on Fridays during Lent at 9:45AM and
7PM in English in the Church, 7PM Spanish in Small Hall, and
8PM in Vietnamese.
Divine Mercy Prayer Group: Prays in the Church weekdays at
3PM.
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions): Saturdays 9:45AM
to 10:15AM and 3PM to 3:45PM.
Parish Lenten Penance Service: Wednesday, April 10th at
7:00PM.

The Knights of Columbus is again
b} sponsoring a “40 Cans for Lent” Food
Drive during the 40 days of Lent.

The goal is for parishioners to contribute one can of
non-perishable food each day during Lent, or 40 cans
sometime during the Lenten season. Your contributions can
be made weekly when you come to Mass. Barrels will be
placed outside the entrances to the Church. Please join the
Knights of Columbus in this worthwhile effort.
Monetary donations are always welcome!

This Food Drive was very successful last year and we hope
for a similar response this Lenten season. During 2018,

St. Nicholas Parish donated 14,630 pounds of non-perishable
food. That is a great accomplishment—nhelp us to equal
or surpass that amount this year!

Lenten Fish Dinner—Every Friday

On Friday evenings during Lent, there will
be a “Fish Dinner” served at 5pm in the
Parish Center through April 5th.

Join fellow parishioners on Lenten Fridays for a Fish Dinner
prepared by the Knights of Columbus. Dinner includes baked
salmon or battered cod, mac n’ cheese, zucchini, coleslaw,
fries, dessert, punch and coffee. Dine-in only; NO take-outs!
Donation: $11.00 Adults; special pricing for children and
large families.We begin serving at 5pm and end at 6:45pm so
parishioners can attend the 7pm Stations of the Cross during
Lenten Fridays. Come join us for a delicious fish dinner!

Additional Daily Mass Times
St. Kilian is offering an additional weekly
Mass at 12PM throughout the Lenten Season.

A

To assist you on your Lenten Journey, we offer:

Community Events

40 Days for Life: Prayer vigil, Monday-Saturday, 8am-8pm, in front of
Planned Parenthood, Mission Viegjo.

ALMSGIVING
St. Vincent de Paul: helping those in need in our community.
Knights of Columbus: 40 Cans for Lent (donation barrels
available at all weekend Masses).
Operation Rice Bowl: Benefitting Catholic Relief Services (bowls
available in the Church).

The Knights of Columbus will be
hosting a pancake and sausage SV
breakfast after the 7:30AM, 9:00AM, and 10: 45AM
Masses on Sunday, April 7th.

This is the major fundraising event for the Knights of
Columbus and your patronage would be most
appreciated. Please plan to attend with your family
and friends.

Book Study in Spanish
“The Biggest Lie in the
History of Christianity”

Tuesdays at 9:45AM
Room 201

The Book Study will begin Tuesday, March 5th.
It will be led by Deacon Gerry and his wife Socorro. Join us!

Book Study ® . Dynamic
Tuesdays from 9:45AM-11:30AM Catholic
March 12th—April 16th

“Into the Deep” Finding Peace Through Prayer by Dan Burke
“Why I Love Being Catholic "by Matthew Kelly

This Book Study will be led by Don DiMaggio,
Mary Anderson, and Beth Perak.

“Living” Stations of the Cross
“A Journey You'll Never Forget”
Praying the Way of the Cross is important
= because it's a journey that each of us
S - walks throughout our life. As you
: J participate in this “’Living" Way of the
Cross”, listen to what the voice of God is
saying to you as you take this journey
you'll never forget.

Friday, April 12, 2019 at
7:00PM in the Church

Presented by Youth Group Members and
Confirmation Students.
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