DECEMBER 11, 2022 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH

24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

www.st-nicholaschurch.org
Parish office (949) 837-1090 ¢ School of Religious Education (949) 837-7676

Our Sarnish Mission Statement
St. Nicholas Parish is a Catholic community, celebrating our faith
through the Sacraments, Liturgy, Prayer and Service. We strive to nurture family life
and to create one body out of many in the Lord.
We share the Good News with people of all ages, cultures and faith backgrounds.

Adopted July, 1996

CLERGY %
] RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION)
E:f::?:LiaI Vicar Eg\‘:- ﬁgﬁzﬁesz} Blais Wednesday: 6:00PM (month of December)
Parochial Vicar Rev. Phuong Nguyen Saturday: 9:00AM
In-Residence Bishop Thanh Nguyen BAPTISM
Visiting Priest Msgr. John Campbell Contact the Parish Office for Baptism scheduling
Visiting Priest Rev. Jack Sewell and information.
Visiting Priest Rev. Chin Dang
Deacon Gerardo de Santos MQ:?aRr:Ae?nEents must begin at least six months in
Deacon Carlos Pineda advar?ce with a l:'iest ogflthe arish ' |
Deacon Chau Tran P P :
MASS SCHEDULE ANOINTING OF THE SICK

. . Call Parish Office in an emergency.
Monday-Friday: 9AM (English) Special Service celebrated in fall/spring as
Saturday: 8:30AM announced.
Saturday Vigil: 4PM(English) 6PM(Spanish) FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS

. At the death of a family member, please call the
Sunday: 7:30AM, 9AM, 11AM (English) Parish Office at your earliest convenience to plan
5PM (Vietnamese) for the Mass of Christian Burial.

Holy Day Vigil: 4PM (English), 6PM (Spanish)
Holy Days: 7AM, 9AM,12PM (English) *Confessions are held inside the church.

7PM (Viethamese)

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Sunday: 8:30AM - 12:30PM; Monday - Friday: 8:30AM - 12:00PM, 1:00PM - 5:00PM
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Pastor’s Message

Dear Parishioners,
This week we continue to hear about John the Baptist. It is now later in Jesus’ public ministry
and John was in prison wondering if Jesus really was the Messiah. He sends a messenger to
question Jesus and receives confirmation that Jesus is the Messiah. Jesus then questions the
people about their encounter with John the Baptist. He said “Amen, I say to you, among those
born of woman there has been none greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.”
This season of Advent is our time to renew and refresh our understanding and following of
Jesus and His message; and a time for us to realize that we will be great in the Kingdom of God
when we enter eternal life. While we are still in this world, we continue to learn and grow in our
faith and understanding of God, but when we enter His Kingdom, all our questions will be
answered.
Monday this week, December 12" is the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe when Mary our
Blessed Mother appeared to Juan Diego in Tepeyac, a town near Mexico City. Our Lady of
Guadalupe is the patroness of our Diocese and of the United States and this Feast Day is an
important day in the life of our Hispanic brothers and sisters. We will gather in the Church at
5:15 A.M. on Monday for the singing of Mananitas followed by Mass at 6:00 A.M. We will have
the mariachi leading our music. A reception will follow the Mass in the Parish Center. All are
welcome.
For these final two weeks of Advent let us continue to grow in our spiritual life and not allow the
secular world to distract us from spending time with the Lord. Consider taking the time to
come to the Sacrament of Reconciliation in Confession. This week we have an opportunity to
step away from the secular world by spending some prayer time with the Lord present in the
Monstrance on the Altar. Wednesday December 14™ is our monthly day of adoration in the
presence of the Eucharist and a great opportunity in the middle of the week to spend time in
prayer with the Lord.

Fr. George P. Blais

WEEKLY DONATIONS SUMMARY Christmas
at the
Cathedral
Week Of Week Of :\mnccft‘ﬂ“un'ingrlw‘
o s
Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 2022 | Nov. 28-Dec. 4, 2021 S
Envelopes $11,454.00 $11,098.00
Loose $3,817.50 $3,561.52
Electronic $3,592.30 $6,399.06 = W, m 4
) - ) - ’ h ,
Total $18,863.80 $21,058.58 — =
We invite you to consider using electronic/online giving, A Concert featuring the Hazel
a convenient and secure way to make your donations. To Wright Organ
do so, you may go to the parish website or call the office | Friday, December 16 at 7:30 PM
for assistance in setting it up. Thank you for supporting For more information, visit
our parish! www.christcathedralmusic.orq
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Mass Intentions for the Week

Sunday:
7:30 AM Alfred DiDomenico (D)
9:00 AM Maria Cleofe Sapaden (D)
11:00 AM For the Parish
Monday:
6:00 AM Mary Anderson &
Cleo Apesteguia (D)
9:00 AM Mary Piccione (D)
Tuesday:
9:00 AM Maria Loan Tran (D)
Darlene Lewandowski (D)
Mary Flores (D)
All Souls in Purgatory
Wednesday:
9:00 AM Guillermo Sisley (D)
Thursday:
9:00 AM Fred & Mary Guina (L)
Therese Blais (D)
Friday:
9:00 AM Alex Labayen, Sr. (D)
Saturday:
8:30 AM Abad Family (L)
4.00 PM Eduardo Bernina Lim (D)
6:00 PM Lino Flores (D)

ADORATION

Our Monthly Day of Adoration of

the Blessed Sacrament is on Wednesda
December 14th, beginning after the
9AM Mass and continues until just
prior to the 9AM Mass on Thursday,
December 15th.

We invite and encourage you to spend some
time with Our Lord in the presence of the Blessed
Sacrament .

HOLY HOUR

Saint Nicholas Church celebrates a HOLY
HOUR every Wednesday at 7:00 PM.

We remember all our recently deceased who have
entered their new and eternal life in Christ.
Grant to all our dearly departed, eternal rest, O
Lord, and may your light shine on them forever.

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice
and flower. Tired bodies will receive strength.
Aching hearts will be made glad

(Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10).

Psalm — The Lord saves us when he comes
(Psalm 146).

Second Reading — Be patient, for the coming of
the Lord is as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10).
Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see: The
blind regain their vision, the crippled their
movement, the deaf their hearing

(Matthew 11:2-11).

12:1-6a, 10ab; Jdt 13:18bcde, 19;
Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47,
or any readings from the
Common of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, nos. 707-712
Tuesday: Zep 3:1-2, 9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7,
17-19, 23; Mt 21:28-32
Wednesday: Is 45: 6b-8, 18, 21b-25; Ps
85:9ab, 10-14; Lk 7:18b-23
Thursday: Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-12a,
13b; Lk 7:24-30

Friday: s 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8;
Jn 5:33-36

Saturday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-4ab, 7-8,
17; Mt 1:1-17

Sunday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7;
Mt 1:18-24

Saints of the Week
and Special Observances

Sunday: Third Sunday of Advent
Monday: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Tuesday: St. Lucy

Wednesday: St. John of the Cross
Friday: Las Posadas begins
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Q flocknote

We want to communicate more ettectively with
you and make it easy for you to control what
types of announcements you get from us and
how you are notified when we make them. And
in order to do this we are using a simple service
called FLOCKNOTE. (Like sending "notes" to
your "flock".) This is all totally free for you to
use and makes it easy for you to get Father
George’s Weekly Messages, important Parish
New, and stay plugged in to the ministries or
groups that you care about, all by text message
or email updates. Your information will be
completely safe and secure. And you can
unsubscribe from any updates at any time!

Join FLOCKNOTE by Texting:
SNC1 To: 84576
or
Connect online with us at:
snchurch.flocknote.com/SNC1

Text STOP to 84576 to stop txt notifications at any time. Text
HELP for help. There is no charge for this service, but your carrier
message and data may apply. Full view of privacy policy and
terms at flocknote.com/txt.
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Bethlehem Artworks

There will be Representatives from o @

the Holy Land this weekend 2 .1
December 10th and 11th after every

Mass with Artworks from Bethlehem.

We invite you to stop by their display. bt

As many of you may already know, the situation in
the Holy Land is extremely difficult for all who
continue to live there. They are faced with very
harsh economic conditions, discrimination and
hardships in providing for their loved ones. Many
have fled looking for a better life and better
opportunities. For the Christians that stay behind,
they rely heavily on sales of handmade olive wood
carvings to survive. For most of them, that is the
only way they are able to find any work and the only
way they are able to continue living in the Holy
land. Our mission is to once again be able to help
and support our brothers and sisters and keep
Christian presence in the Holy Land. All money that
is made from the sales will go directly back to the
families. We ask that you find it in your hearts to
stop by the display and take a look at the amazing
work that is made. Please help support our brothers
and sisters by purchasing one of their beautiful
items. Thank you, God bless!

SIMBANG GABI

Come and join us in celebrating Simbang Gabi
here at St. Nicholas on Sunday, December 18,
2022 at 6:30 PM. This is a Filipino tradition and
normally a devotional 9 day series of Masses in
preparation for Christmas.

Mass will be officiated by Fr. George P. Blais.
After the Mass there will be a reception at the
Large Hall 1st Floor.

Any questions call Mary Ann Puzon at
949-294-5625 or email preciousgem14(@cox.net

PASTORAL SERVICES APPEAL UPDATE

Thank you to all who have contributed to the
2022 Pastoral Services Appeal (PSA). Our
assigned goal this year is $110,000. To date, there
are 272 donors who have pledged $130,999, of
which $123,381 has been received. This means
we have already exceeded our goal, and anything
above that goal will come back to us as a rebate.
Because of your generosity, we have regularly
exceeded our goal by a significant amount for the
past several years. Based on this positive trend,
our budget for the current fiscal year includes an
anticipated PSA rebate of $44,000. This means
that between now and December 31, 2022, we
hope to receive an additional $23,001 over what
has currently been donated. If you have not yet
donated to the 2022 PSA campaign, please
consider making a contribution before the end
of the year. Donation brochures are available
in the Parish Office, or you can use the online
option which can be accessed on the parish
website. May God bless you for your generosity!
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% Confirmation &
<~ Youth Ministry

Confirmation Classes have begun for the 2022-2023
academic year. All classes are held upstairs in the
parish hall.
Next Class Meetings:
C2: 12/11/22 9AM
C1: 12/18/22 9AM

Our Next Faith Sharing event will be held on
Saturday December 17th upstairs in the Parish
Hall immediately following the 4PM Mass.
Students are encouraged to bring their sponsors,
family, friends, etc. Please keep an eye out for
further announcements regarding important dates for
Confirmation and Youth Ministry in the coming
weeks, or feel free to check the Ministry’s Google
Calendar (link available on the parish website).
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SRE classes continue
on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and
Thursday. Please check your class schedule for
specific times and dates.
For questions regarding SRE classes
please call 949-837-7676.

CZ0

e,f CONFESSIONS IN THE
MONTH OF DECEMBER

3

Monday December 12 9:30am

6:00pm
Tuesday December 13 9:30am
Thursday December 15 9:30am
Friday December 16 9:30am
Saturday December 17 9:00am
Monday December 19 9:30am

6:00pm
Tuesday December 20 9:30am
Wednesday December 21 9:30am

6:00pm
Thursday December 22 9:30am
Friday December 23 9:30am

Please note: evening confessions in
the month of December will be at 6:00 PM.

There will be no confessions on Wednesday,
December 14.

Donate a Poinsettia
in Memory of a Loved One

We will be accepting donations of Poinsettias in
memory of a loved one to help decorate the
Church and Parish Center for Christmas.
Please bring plants to the Parish Office starting
Friday, December 16, 2022.

Please do not bring them before then.
Thank you.

AS THE HOLIDAYS APPROACH US
BEWARE OF EMAIL AND TEXT
MESSAGE SCAMS
If you received an email or phone text messages from
Father George Blais or anyone else from the parish
requesting assistance with money transfers, iTunes gift
card purchases, or any other type of monetary support,
PLEASE DISREGARD, these are scams. Always check
with the office directly before responding to any such
email to verify authenticity.

The Knights of Columbus would like to thank
everyone who attended the recent pancake
breakfast. It is only through the support of
parishioners that we are able to continue to
support our parish and community.

Your participation in our events is greatly

appreciated. !!
N
ank
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. Website Bulletin: St. Nicholas news o
continues after the ads, .

on page 8. Please scroll down. .
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Please Cut Out This “Thank You Ad” and Present It
The Next Time You Patronize One of Our Advertisers

WHY IS IT
A man wakes up after sleeping
under an ADVERTISED blanket
on an ADVERTISED mattress
and pulls off ADVERTISED pajamas

bathes in an ADVERTISED shower
shaves with an ADVERTISED razor
=1 brushes his teeth
B -r o with ADVERTISED toothpaste
] = = washes with ADVERTISED soap
Catholic Cruises and Tours

puts on ADVERTISED clothes

Thank you for advertising in our church bulletin. — drinks a cup
I am patronizing your business because of it! 5 pya—— =~ e Crre f A of ADVERTISED coffee
atho and Tours and ho bo ao d States o q drives to work
Take your FAITH ON A JOURNEY. Catholic Cruises/Tours to Worldwide Destinations| in an ADVERTISED car
® T 65 Holy Land Discovery ¢ Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain ¢ Grand Catholic ltaly and then .. ..
U U U U RN I NG OR Footsteps of Apostle Paul ¢ Shrines of Alpine Europe © Pilgrimage to Lourdes refgsgs to ADVERTISE
O 7 @ Scottish Highlands ¢ Camino, A walking journey for the soul belleV;ng it doesn't pay.
H H Later if business is poor
RETI RI N G Soo N ° Call us today ::r:g;n;g]af 7I:3'5“t:rc Er:::zﬁ;?gg;g:ir;}ﬁg;‘:anélcTsnTuzr‘;’::o;r’lm he ADVERTISES It for sale.
. " -399- . n
Make Medicare a Piece of Cake WHY IS IT

Medicare Insurance decisions can »

be complex s Iet us heIp you' - - - -

To Advertise Here...
Contact VICTORIA QUINN today at

ONE b) PARISH (800) 231-0805 * quinnv@jspaluch.com

Grow in your faith,
i JS. Palich

find a Mass, and

ave due 2 ] connect with your et
M~1 ent Medicare pla Catholic Community

Mﬁ?"isare TP W|Th OneParish!

If you own a business or know of a local business that might like to support
A ’ b your local Catholic parish by advertising in its parish bulletin, please contact

J.S. Paluch. Grow your business by advertising in the church bulletin and

create strong connections with your target audience. Benefits include:

GREAT COVERAGE - 97 % of all households attending church take at least one

CHURCH BULLETIN? church bulletin home every Sunday.

GREAT VALUE - 70% of all households are aware of and look at the advertising in the church

. . bulletin and 68% of households surveyed when making a choice between businesses are inclined to
J.S. Paluch will create, produce and print your ad for less o .
choose the one who advertised in the church bulletin.

than you’d spend elsewhere.They help you reach GREAT LOYALTY - 41 % of households do business with
consumers at extremely affordable rates and offer a company specifically because they are advertising in the

options to advertise effectively and = W% U d«, church bulletin.
keep pace with market change. g W GREAT PRODUCT - 62 % of households keep the church

bulletin the entire week as reference.

- gy

d.a

Learn More About Advertising In Your Parish Bulletin

]SPal i Callusat 1-800-231-0805

pany Email: sales@jspaluch.com

The Most Complete
FINDaPARISH.com | 2V ZZ¥S. 222200

Directory of

Check It Out Today! Catholw Pamshes

An ECS Senior Living Community. Proudly nonprofit.

Life is bustling here at The Covington. From the art studio and crafting
classes, to the indoor pool, there's always something exciting going on
here. And that's the best way to live.

Protecting Seniors
Nationwide

Medical Alert System

$29.95/Mo. billed quarterly 3 W
* One Free Month o S = ‘
¢ No Long-Term Contract A B 3 | B S the , » »

o Price Guarantee NS COVlnC]_t_On B B 30 oranse S oaoooo0037 COA 24
* Easy Self Installation \ The Art of Possibility

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608 F : : ‘
513519 St Nicholas Church (B) www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805




ESTATE PLANNING

lat Fee - $1,700 single/$1,900 couple
Includes Living Trust, Will,

Advance Health Care Directive

and Financial Power of Attorney

949-677-2562

www.totrustlaw.com

Attorney Timothy J. O’Connor Local Parishioner

gPUL&%ﬁg co. = PermanentMake—up

Manny Bedolla 4 y A SN
www.Unlimited-Plumbing.com ‘g m p
949.855.6000 . S -
949.363.5556  gpp i -

« Eyebrows - Eyeliner « Full Lips
(949) 680-8226

Linda Fawcett

Q | Your
ad
could
be in this
space!

CARE ART

_ Consider Remembering
- Your Parish in Your Will.
For further information,

please call the Parish Office.

contractors

.

d INVEST LOCALLY

Targeting local business makes good “Cenis”-
Get your name out there by advertising in local
parish bulletins. Contact us today for your next
aadvertising move and we will work with you for
your next “AD THAT WORKS!”

Check us out at www.jspaluch.com

¢
Shafer Plumbing  714.974.9448

HCO License # 304700277

Homecare |y roresT, ca 92630

AFFORDABLE AND FAMILY OWNED CAREGIVING AGENGY!
OUR SERVICES:
* Providing QUALITY CAREGIVERS ¢ CNAs © Lifter
* Personal Care and Companionship ¢ Hourly 24/7 to Live-in Care
Would you like to know more???
Call US TODAY! RUTH DIOQUINO » 949-391-0081
www.carearthomecare.com

23361 EL TORO RD.
SUITE 116

RESIDENTIAL - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL
FREE ESTIMATES

www.shaferplumbing.com
1307 W. Trenton Ave., Orange, CA 92867

949.581.7060
www.heidelbergbakery.net
25260 La Paz Rd. # B, Laguna Hills, CA

here to help, every step of the way.

Se habla espaiiol | 877.872.2736

Laguna Hills Chapel & Crematory | FD 1293
Irvine & San Juan Capistrano Arrangement Offices

St. Francis Home - Non-Profit Senior
Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters

Is Accepting
New

We sell high-quality,

desks, cubicles, seating & storage
(949) 297-4920
www.configureoffice.com

m SENIOR CARE AT HOME |
¢ \ @ Dedicated to delivering quality !

Short or Long Term Service * General Care * ADLs
Personal Grooming * Medication Reminder * Companion
Meal Prep & Feeding * Light Housekeeping & More!
mynewvisionhomecare@gmail.com
https://mynewvisionhomecare.com

For a free consultation call: 949-322-9612

Living Trus
Wills ¢ Probag

JOHN C. CONNOLLY
Attorney at Law

24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & ;_’_ 2;
segl‘ll:le“?;‘;ﬁ_ a Solutions as. Lov./as $ 1 9.9 5 amonth ‘?\’y“ N/
vFriends/Family FREE Shipping

h“",gmaﬁl‘s‘ll‘dﬁ"dent * MDMedAlert Easy set-up,NO Contract

"
Mom

Conﬁgure Office Systems e

affordable commercial office furniture 714-542-0381

{E> care with the utmost respect, R & _
integrity, and compassion. %557,'\

FREE CONSULTATION \ et this

House Visits Available Upon Request
25411 Cabot Rd., Laguna Hills 92653

p#:h‘ (949) 436-2584

“_’ NO Long Term Contracts This Button SAVES Lives!
; As Shown GPS,
CALL 800 809 3 3 5 2 Lowest Price Guaranteed!
NOWw! GPS Tracking w/Fall Detection
Nationwide, No Land Line Needed

Safe-Guarding America's Seniors Nationwide! ~ 24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

SAINT H
ion esidents
A encoumter win ercy '

"%SSION )

www.st-francis-home.org \

or call for a tour §%JO
FLORIST

949.768.67S8

Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist
Be inspired. Get motivated. Be well.
¢ WoMmEN's Issuks ¢ CHroNIC ILLNESS

ivieiaditine. SENIOR CARE
949.469.8064 CONSULTING

www.NancyNyeCounseling.com
Complimentary 20 min. Phone Consultation

SERVICES

ey Personalized Care Planning
For Senior’s Current

SAIjﬂLEBAGK (4:)N4%  And Future Care Needs

) »
U"(IIZC[// o ‘1/0, R]\y 24601 Raymond Way, Ste. 3, Lake Forest, CA 92630 * Locally Owned
C C Check our website for our DEALS OF THE DAY & Operated

www.missionviejoflorist.com

N

e Birthdays

* Sympathy

- o Funeral

% ¢ Love & Romance

* 100% Satisfaction
Guaranteed

-
<~

0" MORTUARY

(949) 434-0293 | Www.seniorcc.net

Serving Parish Families Since 1963

714-544-1450

220 E. Main St.

weekly bulletin
delivered by

| Tesin CA92780 | email - for FREE!

www.saddlebackchapel.com

FREE Activation ;\ @ J &\\‘\”_\ \ ZEptlt Slgn up here:
www.jspaluch.com/subscribe

Courtesy of ].S. Paluch Company, Inc. E

513519 St Nicholas Church (A)

www.jspaluch.com For Ads: J.S. Paluch Co., Inc. 1-800-231-0805
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ANGEL TREE

Our annual Angel Tree project for Christmas started on Friday, November
25th. The Angel Tree is set up on the small parking lot side of the Church. It is
decorated with angels that have been colored by our School of
Religious Ed. (SRE) children.

On the back of each angel is a description of a child or an adult. Please purchase
an appropriate gift for the person described, and bring it to the Parish Office by
Sunday, December 11th — unwrapped. Put the Angel on the present and
remember the person who will receive your gift in your prayers.

Gifts will be distributed to charitable organizations in Orange County. Thank
you for your generosity!

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE
CELEBRATION AT ST. NICHOLAS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2022

Joinusin honoringand /" %,
celebrating “Our Lady of | /@ )
Guadalupe”. Mafanitas -
& Rosary in the church at
5:15 AM, followed by a

Saturday, December 24 Mass at 6:00 AM. After
Mass, please join us in
8:30am - regular weekend Mass the parish hall for hot
. . . chocolate and Mexican
Christmas Vigil Masses sweet bread.

4:00 PM (English)
Parish Choir & String Quartet

khkkkkhkkkhkhkkhkhkhkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhhkkhkhhhkhkhkkkhkkk

Celebracion en honor a Nuestra Senfora,

6:00 PM (Spanish) La Virgen de Guadalupe
8:00 PM (Vietnamese) Parroquia de San Nicolas
11:00 PM (English) LUNES, 12 DE DICIEMBRE

St. Nicholas Chorale
5:15 AM Mananitas y Rosario en la

Sunday, December 25 - iglesia
Christmas 6:00 AM Santa Misa (procesion
7:30 AM (English) después de la Misa)
9:00 AM (English)

Después de la procesion habra pan dulce y
chocolate en el “Salon Grande”.

11:00 AM (English)
5:00 PM (Vietnamese)
Organ and Cantor at all the Masses

“The Eucharist is the
highway to heaven.”

- BL. CARLO ACUTIS

rcbo.org/revival :






