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THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ST. NICHOLAS PARISH

24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637
www.st-nicholaschurch.org
Parish office (949) 837-1090 ¢ School of Religious Education (949) 837-7676

Our Farish Missien Statement
St. Nicholas Parish is a Catholic community, celebrating our faith
through the Sacraments, Liturgy, Prayer and Service. We strive to nurture family life
and to create one body out of many in the Lord.
We share the Good News with people of all ages, cultures and faith backgrounds.

Adopted July, 1996

CLERGY

Rev. Martin Bui

Rev. Phuong Nguyen
Bishop Thanh Nguyen
Rev. Jack Sewell

Rev. Chin Dang

Administrator
Parochial Vicar
In-Residence
Visiting Priest
Visiting Priest

Deacon Gerardo de Santos
Deacon Carlos Pineda
Deacon Chau Tran

MASS SCHEDULE

Monday-Friday: 9AM (English)

Saturday: 8:30AM (English)
Saturday Vigil: 4PM (English) 6PM (Spanish)
Sunday: 7:30AM, 9AM, 11AM (English)
5PM (Viethamese)
Holy Day Vigil: 4PM (English), 6PM (Spanish)
Holy Days: 7AM, 9AM,12PM (English)

7PM (Vietnamese)

RECONCILIATION (CONFESSION) *

Wednesdays 6:00 PM
Saturdays 9:00 AM
BAPTISM

Contact the Parish Office for Baptism scheduling
and information.

MARRIAGE

Arrangements must begin at least six months in
advance with a priest of the parish.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Call Parish Office in an emergency.
Special Service celebrated in fall/spring as
announced.

FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS
At the death of a family member, please call the
Parish Office at your earliest convenience to plan
for the Mass of Christian Burial.

*Confessions are held inside the church.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:
Sunday: 8:30AM - 12:30PM; Monday - Friday: 8:30AM - 12:00PM, 1:00PM - 5:00PM
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Message from Our Parochial Administrator

My Dear Beloved Brothers and Sisters,

Today we are celebrating the thirteenth Sunday in ordinary time. It is also the first week of July which correlates
with the annual transition of priests in our diocese and many other dioceses around the country. It is also my first
weekend as your new parochial-administrator. First let me introduce to you a little bit about myself.

I came from a big family with 6 other siblings, and I am the only religious person in the family, all others are
married. [ was born in Vietnam, but grew up here in Southern California since 1990. Growing up, I dreamt of having a
beautiful family with kids, a big home, and a sleek sport car. However, things weren’t going as I planned, but of God’s.
After graduating from college, | had questions about the meaning of life and saw sufferings in our world and our
neighbors as something very tragic. Gradually, I began to read spiritual books, prayed more, and went to weekly
adoration at my home parish, St. Columban in Garden Grove hoping to make a difference. Finally, one day, I decided to
contact the vocation office in the Orange diocese to give the priesthood a try. I entered the seminary in 2005 and was
ordained a priest in 2011. My first assignment was St. Joachim, and St. Nicholas is my fourth parish. Assigned by
Bishop Vann to be your next administrator, I am looking forward to work with the clergy, staff, all ministries, and all of
you to build up a place where we welcome and serve everyone who comes our way.

In this Sunday’s Gospel reading, Jesus gave us two teachings: one about carrying our cross and the other about
hospitality. First, hospitality. It is one of the most important ministries of the Church’s life. I have not forgotten the story
of the great figure of India, Mr. Mahatma Gandhi. After reading the Bible, Mr. Gandhi stepped into the Catholic church
looking for meaning from Jesus and his church, but once at his church, one of the ushers looked at him and said he
wasn’t welcome. Mr. Gandhi said he never stepped inside the Catholic church again because of that incident. Sad and
tragic.

Here at St. Nicholas, we would like to do the opposite. Sometimes, the hospitality of the Church is not the
hospitality of a four-star hotel where perfect manners are expected. But here in the Church, in our parish, we have the
hospitality of grace, where people who don’t have Reader’s Digest marriages, picture perfect lives, and who have made
mistakes-big and bad ones-can come to begin again. There is room for them here. There is room for you and for me. It
would be odd if the community Jesus founded is the only one to throw its wounded overboard. There is a line from a
song that I have heard. It’s an old song that said, “Send us your weak and we will make them strong.” Yes. The
hospitality of grace is about helping people put the pieces back together. That’s why weekly Mass is important for all of
us. We all have our crosses to carry which don’t go on vacation for the summer. Here is the place where we can come to
renew our vision, revive our commitment to Christ, relight our baptismal candle, reclaim our place at the Lord’s table,
and slowly remodel our lives. We will begin this vision with our ushers when they greet those who step into this church
with courtesy, gentleness, and a big smile of welcome. Each one of us can also do our part with a warm welcome to
those we meet in the pews every Sunday.

Moreover, we all know people whose family life, married life and personal life are in a huge difficulty because
of the influences by popular culture, the clichés of talk shows. They are people who, St. Paul says in the second reading,
were baptized into Jesus Christ, but things went wrong. We all have family members who had marriage problems. If you
know of Catholics, ex-Catholics, lapsed Catholics or former Catholics who feel that they are no longer welcome or that
too much water has passed over the dam, who have been overwhelmed by their cross in life, let us try to show them the
hospitality of grace. Let them know that there is a place for them here.

This is the link with the hospitality of the Shunamite woman in today’s first reading. We all know a fellow-
Catholics who have made mistakes and committed serious sin of all kinds who now feel that the Catholic Church doesn’t
want them anymore. They feel that to come to church we have to have our “t’s” crossed and “i’s” dotted. That is not true.
Absolutely not. We gather here to become holy. We are all on the same boat.

Next the cross. Before this section of the Gospel, the Lord said that He came for division, to separate mother
daughter, father and son. Here, Jesus says, that if we love our relatives more than we love Him, we are not worthy of
Him. These words were on target in the early Church and still happens today in some Muslim countries when the
decision to become Christian tore families apart because Christianity was so incompatible with everything around it.
When people became Christian, they separated themselves from the whole network of social and business contacts.
Becoming Christian was a major decision. It wasn’t just a private choice. It had serious consequences.

Today, so much around us is hostile to Gospel teaching: the drug culture, corporate greed, the way marriage is
trivialized, the assault on human life and dignity. On almost every front, we are faced with the decision to silently go
along with everyone else or to live as Christ teaches. It is a choice as serious for us as for the early Christians. This is the
cross we all have to face. If we see unkind manners, injustice, hatred here in our community, we have the duty to speak
up. Even though it might bring discomfort, but this is the cross we too have to carry.

The Church, this parish is a place we can call home, where we can renew their spiritual strength, remove the
stains form our baptismal garment and relight their baptismal candle. We can make the effort to show others the
magnificent hospitality of Jesus Christ. This is what the Lord teaches, and this is the goal that [ would like us to adapt
going forward. May our good Lord bless us and guide us. St. Nicholas pray for us. God bless you all.

---Fr. Martin Bui, Parochial Administrator
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Mass Intentions for the Week SUNDAY'S READINGS
Sunday:
7:30 AM For the Parish First Reading: “I know that Elisha is a holy man
9:00 AM Jaime Muller de la Lama (D) of God.
Molly Mary Braggs Rego (D) Since he visits us often, let us arrange a little room
Roy Mullenhour (D) on the roof and furnish it for him with a bed, table,
Mimi Baker D) chair, and lamp, so that when he comes to us he
11:00 AM Lee Bevilacqua (D) can stay there.” (2 Kgs 4:9-10)
Monday: Psalm: For ever I will sing the goodness of the
9:00 AM Scott Franklin (D) & Lord. (Ps 89)
Antoinette Franklin (D) Second Reading: Are you unaware that we who
] were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
%‘ Moni L his death? We were indeed buried with him
: Caorrr;%LrJ]ePolinario ED)) through baptism into death, so that, just as Christ
. was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Rommel Garcia (D) Father, we too might live in newness of life. (Rom
Robert Tawara (D) 6-3-4)’ g :
Wednesday: Gospel: “Whoever receives you receives me, and
9:00 AM Bob Mangino (D) whoever receives me receives the one who sent
Thursday: me.” (Mt 10:40)
9:.00 AM Leticia Balledos L)
Friday:
9:00 AM Jefferson Windle (L) READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Marlene Schmitt (D)
DAL ail

8:30 AM Hoi Nguyen & Min Tran (D)

4:00 PM Miles Christopher Eubanks

6:00 PM Deceased Members of Gallardo

Fuentes Family Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3,

16-17, 18-19 (2a)/Rom 6:3-4, 8-

11/Mt 10:37-42
We remember all our recently deceased who have
entered their new and eternal life in Christ. Grant Monday: Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc,

to all our dearly departed, eternal rest, O Lord, and 2/Jn 20:24-29
may your light shine on them forever. Tuesday: ~ Gnl19:15-29/Ps 26:2-3, 9-10, 11-
12/Mt 8:23-27
SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES Wednesday: Gn 21:5, 8-20a/Ps 34:7-8, 10-11,
. . . 12-13/Mt 8:28-34
Sunday: ~ 13th Sunday in Ordinary Time Thursday:  Gn 22:1b-19/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 5-6
Monday: St. Thomas, Apostle 8-9/Mt 9:1-8 T
Tuesday:  Independence Day Friday: Gn 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67/Ps
Wednesday: St. Anthony Zaccaria, Priest; 106:1b-2. 3-4a. 4b-5/Mt 9:9-13
St. Elizabeth of Portugal Saturday:  Gn 27:1-5, 15-29/Ps 135:1b-2, 3-
Thursday:  St. Maria Goretti, Virgin and 4. 5-6/Mt 9:14-17
Martyr ’ '
HOLY HOUR

Saint Nicholas Church celebrates HOLY HOUR every Wednesday at 7:00 PM.
Come and spend an hour of Prayer, Reflection, Adoration, and Benediction with the
Blessed Sacrament.
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DIDCESE OF DRANGE

Adult Faith Formation brings you another opportunity to be part of the
“NATIONAL EUCHARISTIC REVIVAL” MOVEMENT.

This is My Body
(A book study on the Eucharist)

This June marks the beginning of the National Eucharistic

Revival at the parish level. Therefore, St. Nicholas Adult Faith Formation will
host a study using Bishop Robert Barron’s new book, This is My Body: A Call
to Eucharistic Revival. We will gather to help us restore our understanding
and devotion to the great mystery of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist.

Join us on Tuesdays, July 11, 18 & 25
at 9:30 in the Parish Hall.

No need to sign up. Just show up to the Ist
session. Everyone is welcome.

(Coming in September, 2023 a study called Jesus and the Eucharist

Congratulations, St. Nicholas Parish!
Pastoral Service Appeal 2023 Update
2= 2 2=
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PASTORAL SER VICES APPEAL

Qur faith. Our future.

Congratulations, we have reached our
Diocesan PSA goal of $110,000! Therefore,
any pledge moving forward will be returned to
St. Nicholas as a rebate. We will receive our
first rebate check in June. For those who have
not yet pledged, know that your donation will
come to St. Nicholas to help cover the cost of
enhancing our church sound system. Thank
you for your generosity!

WEEKLY DONATIONS SUMMARY

Week of Week of
June 19-25, 2023 | June 19-25, 2022
Envelopes $7,650.00 $9,027.00
Loose $4,028.00 $3,418.00
Electronic $1,996.93 $1,099.33
Total $13,674.93 $13,544.33

We invite you to consider using electronic/online
giving, a convenient and secure way to make your
donations. To do so, you may go to the parish
website or call the office for assistance in setting it

up. Thank you for supporting our parish!

Thank you and Farewell

As I transition to my new assignment, I wish to thank all of you for your kind words and
generous gifts to me in these past few weeks. Please know that you are in my prayers, and I ask
you to pray for me. May God continue to Bless you and Mary, our Blessed Mother, always lead

you to Her Son Jesus.
Fr. George P. Blais
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Parents sign up your children to
learn about God with great music
and fun activities.

VACATION BIBLE
SCHOOL (VBS) 2023

IR,

SHINE JESUS ‘LIGHT,

St. Nicholas Church
July 31, August 1, 2, 3, 4"

8:45 am — Noon, breakfast provided. Great
for children age 6—12 years old.
Registration forms available in the Parish
Office or SRE Office.
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Enrollment for Religious Education classes for
the 2023-24 starts in August with classes
beginning in September. watch the bulletin for
upcoming events & registration information.

Children’s Sunday Liturgy
St. Nicholas Church

PLEASE NOTE: WE

X WILL NOT HAVE
CHILDREN’S LITURGY THIS
WEEKEND, JULY 2ND, DUE TO THE
HOLIDAY.
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Volunteers are needed to assist the
coordinator with Sunday Children’s Liturgy
please call the Parish Office at
949-837-1090 if you are interested.

Confirmation & W
Youth Ministry %

Confirmation Classes have
concluded for the 2022-23
academic year.

Please stay tuned for information
on summer events & registration
for next year’s classes or feel free
to check the Ministry’s Google
Calendar (link available on the

Our Lady of Medjugorje

parish website).

Our Blessed Mother in
Medjugorje invites us to pray
for peace Monday - Friday at = N
3:00 PM. Please join the e
Divine Mercy group at St. i/
Nicholas Parish to fulfill this promise,
Monday - Friday at 3:00 PM in the Church.

&

X

@ FAITH ALIVE

Come and join us every Thursday in room “A”
from 10:00am—11:30am for “Faith Alive”. We
study the upcoming Sunday Scripture and follow
the Sunday missal using “Living with Christ”.
Don’t miss the fellowship, coffee and snacks. We
sometime get together for lunch, but that is
optional. For questions, please call Rosalie Souza
at 949-457-1092. Hope to see you all there .

ﬂ SEWING GROUP

Sewing Group will not meet for the next
few weeks. Please check bulletin for
updates.

Website Bulletin: St. Nicholas
news continues after the ads,
on page 8. Please scroll down.




Pre-Planning Funeral Arrangements

PEACE OF MIND

For You / For Your Loved Ones
Tell Your Own Story

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!
Instantly create and

purchase an ad with ELENE
e

AD CREATOR STUDID

Lock in at today's prices
Call Us io Find A Plan thai is
FREDERIC WONG RIGHT FOR YOU
E 5 Diplomate of Oriental Medicine (NCCAOM)
4lpi.com/adcreator o Arthritis, Lower Back & Knee Pain
¢ Internal Medicine (Migraine & Sinusitis) g
i i A SUPPORT For More Information: H R
: ILGENFELD (%,
Steliije]iglle ﬂ OUR PARISH DrFredericWong@gmail.com or (949) 701-7708 WoRTURRTVE
For Appointments Call or Text Dora: (949) 874-1852 120 §. Broadway Anahaim, CA 92805
‘www hilgenleldmortuary.com
— WE APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORT OUR |
ADVERTISERS! ADVERTISERS! [ttty
BERKSHIRE | CALIFORNIA )
SUPPORT HATHAWAY | FROPERTIES s¢ll 5 Beautysaton
Renee Oreshkov SIPECIAL SENIORS PRICE
ESFﬁIEZétgﬁ;(a)ZPiZVGY, Suite 100 4 * Woman Haircut: $25 Reg. $30 shorthair to Friday
Mission Viejo, CA * Men Haircut: $15 Reg $20 2PM-4PM

Ease Your Family's Financial Burden
MD (RP), MS, LAc - Licensed Acupuncturist (CA)
catholicmatch’ « Stress Management a
(714) 5354105 - Fax (T14) 435-8842
CatholicMatch.com/CA THIRALS
o U R pA R I S H Realtor ®- Parishioner
SRES, ABR, CNE ¢ * Shampoo Set: $30 Reg. $45 Monday
Local business ads sponsor
217-331-8450 5

the printing of our bulletin. ReneeOreshkov@bhhscal.com Perms, color, highlights, Brazilian straighten
i Helping Mature Adults Rightsi
4lpi.com/adcreator i el around Lagun Woods Any 15% OFF' valid/3/13/23-5/13/23

within and around Laguna Woods!

FAIRHAVEN

MEMORIAL SERVICES 't
FUNERALS ¢ CREMATIONS e BURIALS - b b
A Tradition of Caring Since 1911 o Catholic Funeral Director FD1912 =
949.380.8911 24 Hours \ ]

27856 Center Drive, Mission Viejo, CA
www.fairhavenmemorialservices.com

10% OFF FOR ST NICHOLAS PARISHIONERS

. >
April Trzyna
Manager & Local Parishioner

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS!

An ECS Senior Living Community. Proudly nonprofit.
(949) 239-6310 | thecovington.org

Health and wellness are woven into daily life at The Covington. Here,
! d - i you'll find amenities like a fitness center to support your active pursuits;
Protec H.J"J‘g' Seniors = \ Y i 4 Aol and locally sourced, award-winning food to fuel your every day.
Nationwide " / N/l )

Medical Alert System : . Your legacy is now.
529 QSXMO billed quarterly ~ p ;

One Free Month
No Long-Term Confract

g \\\' the ,
*  Price Guaranles . L ,." i 2 COVInqton
a *  Easy Self Instalialion | ; The Art of Possibility

Call Today! Toll Free 1.877.801.8608

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 @ www.4lpi.com St. Nicholas Church, Laguna Woods, CA B 4C 05-4184

3 Pursuit, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656

« (M RCFE 306-002255 SNF 060000937, COA 224




; - PSS co. = | Prosancat Make ]

IF"’:;.ds‘”Li-'wﬁﬁll “ i g ":\.aan!TIBITd'-‘;IIJ‘I‘ MHENE COM
Advancs Health Core Directive | T ALISO AIR, INC.
_and Financial Power of Attorney Air Condltlonlng
« Eyebrows - Eyeliner - Full Lips Llyfsgggg

(949)680-8226 | (949) 589-2021

Linda Fawcett

CARE ART =onroem

——Homecare | sy ropesT, ca 92630
HCO License & 304700277
= e — AFFORDABLE AND FAMILY OWNED CAREGIVING AGENGY!
ed and BBB a edited VIETNAMESE . _ OUR SERVICES:
g Orange & LA Countie hiTCHEN] e Sl 2 s » Providing QUALITY CAREGIVERS » CNAs » Lifter
+ Personal Care and Companionship = Hourly 24/7 to Live-in Care
ee e A 9260 Would you like to know more???
0 e Market Place, Irvine 3 Call US TODAY! RUTH DIOQUINO » 949-391-0081
b i © www.carearthomecare.com

Install turf grass, demolition, cut tree,

vetitive rate Got

da g DeCo ounde (]unk)?
49-3(0 | 714

GOT  949-200-0041

0251 626-200-3908

e are here for yc Sl O'Connor 4 (125

MORTUARY === YEARS

landscape, painting,
pressure washing, pest control,

driveway-paver, clean-up, etc.

579@’1010& @J/n/maam 1898-2023
Heidelberg Fastry Shep 41 St Francis Home - Non-Prafit Senior
. 949.581.7060 Sponsored by the Franciscan Sisters
.581.7 :
www.heidelbergbakery.net 3 Is Accepting
25260 La Paz Rd. # B, Laguna Hills, CA - " H.&W
Residents * Birthdays

» Sympathy

Conﬁgure Office Systems | = Viitusa

We sell high-quality, o callfor a1 L, S
affordable commercial office furniture 714-542-0381 « 100% Satisfaction
deskgjcubicies, Seating Sistorage ... 247686788 ol

(949) 297-4920 ﬁ AUR PAR Check our website for our DEALS OF THE DAY & Operated
www.configureoffice.com !

- - . - - |r
Living Trus
Wills ¢ Probs: (] NUR E
JOHN C. CONNOLLY
Attorney at Law Place YO Ad Here
FREE CONSULTATION and Support Our Pa3
House Visits Available Upon Request
Y 25431 Cabot Rd., Ste. 203, Laguna Hills 71 4 5 1 450 . . .
Parl:tgﬁ‘igner (949) 436-2584 -544- CONTACT ME Victoria Quinn
0 2 Alo 0 ae( DMedAle 220 E. Main St. o 04l P %
24 Hour Protection at HOME and AWAY! & & Tustin, CA 92780 - - o~
v Ambulance 95 @ ww SidiabackéfASse) 600 ! oU
VPolice vFire MalﬁrsS'g amenth www.saddlebackchapel.com
ﬂrlindsﬁamlly g&_ R 3 @ A
X NO Long Term Contracts 5 n“mm”mm
=4 CALL U.J‘m’,"cl&ﬁw SDAE -
" NOW! 800-809 33‘52 G:ﬁ :rlctar&qe:!m:;tuu:umw i @
e jepend MDMedAlert EA;T.SO:‘:‘:p.NC:JCun"nTe AL 3 A
Mo Sale-Cuaeeireg Ay s Samicrs Matiewied  24/7 365 Monitoring in the USA

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com St. Nicholas Church, Laguna Woods, CA A 4C 05-4184
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ST. NicHOLAS PARISH 4™ ANNUAL

INTERNATIONAL FOOD FESTIVAL
& Parishioner Appreciation Day

A Celebration of the Rich Cultural Diversity & Unity
of our St. Nicholas Community

Saturday., July 1, 2023 — 1 PM to 8 PM

Beer & Wine — Cash Bar — Saturday Only

Sundavy, July 2, 2023 — 8 AM to1 PM

St. Nicholas Parish Center
24252 El Toro Road, Laguna Woods, CA 92637

& ITALLAN FOOD A HISPANIC FOOD A FILIPING FOOD
A WVIETNAMESE FOOD A KOREAIN FOOD
 AMERICAN FOOD - CHIMNESE FOOD
ASSORTED DESSERTS | SILENT AUCTION | DRINKS | MUSIC | DANCING

Join us for Fellowship. Food and Fun!
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Parish Offices will be closed

4y . Tuesday, July 4th | =

L g SR = L * " in observance of *%
Kudos and a special thanks to all the -~V USA Independence Day.

volunteers that worked hard to help make Happy Fourth of July!

Fr. George Blais’ farewell
gathering special and memorable.

A New Shepherd at St. Nicholas

Effective July 1, 2023, Fr. Martin Bui will replace Fr. George Blais as the chief shepherd of St.
Nicholas Parish, having been assigned to this role by Bishop Kevin Vann. Since Fr. Martin has served
our community as Parochial Vicar for this past year, many of us may already know him.

In accord with Diocesan policy, Fr. Martin’s title will be “Parochial Administrator”. As Fr. Martin
takes on these vital responsibilities, let us all pray that God protects, guides and inspires him as he

devotes himself to leading each of us on our journey of faith.



