
INTRODUCTION TO CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING 
 
STARTING POINTS: 

• Scripture: Luke 4.16-21 and Matthew 25.31-46 

• Tradition: Pope Leo XIII: Rerum Novarum (1891); Pope Pius XI: Quadragesimo Anno (1931) 
 

PRINCIPLES OF CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING: TWO SOURCES 
 
SHARING CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING (USCCB, 1998) 
Life and Dignity of the Human Person – every person – regardless of gender, race, age, nationality, 

religion, or economic status – deserves respect, from the moment of conception to natural 
death; this respect in grounded in our being created in the image and likeness of God 

The Call to Family, Community and Participation – the family is the central social institution and so must 
be supported and strengthened; people have a right and duty to participate in society; the role of 
government is to guarantee and protect human dignity and to promote the common good 

Rights and Responsibilities – all people have certain rights, the most basic of which is the right to life; 
but rights also come with responsibilities to each other, to our families, and to the larger society 

Preferential Option for the Poor – the powerless and poor must be protected and uplifted; because they 
are lacking in many basic human rights, they deserve preferential treatment 

The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers – work is a participation in God’s creation; workers have 
rights including productive work, just wages, union participation, and economic initiative. 

Solidarity – “we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers;” we are called to commit ourselves to the 
common good of all people throughout the world 

Care for God’s Creation – we are called to respect God by being good stewards of the earth and its 
resources; we care for the earth because it also belongs to those who will come after us 

 
COMPENDIUM OF THE SOCIAL DOCTRINE OF THE CHURCH  (PONT. COUNCIL FOR JUSTICE & 

PEACE, 2004) 
The Dignity of the Human Person – the human person, created in the image of God, is the center of 

social life (the personalist principle): the foundation of all other principles of social thought 
The Common Good - “the sum total of social conditions which allow people, either as groups or as 

individuals, to reach their fulfilment more fully and more easily” (164); the intersection of 
personal and social actions and decisions, with the responsibility to seek the good of others. 
Among the implications of the principal of the Common Good is the Universal Destination of 
Goods: the fair sharing of the God-given resources of the earth among humanity. 

Subsidiarity – decisions should be made at the lowest level of organization or society possible and at 
the highest level necessary: “a community of a higher order should not interfere in the internal 
life of a community of a lower order, depriving the latter of its functions, but rather should 
support it in case of need and help to co- ordinate its activity with the activities of the rest of 
society, always with a view to the common good.” (CCC 1883)  

Solidarity – “the intrinsic social nature of the human person, the equality of all in dignity and rights 
and the common path of individuals and peoples towards an ever more committed unity” (192). 
A firm commitment to the common good and a willingness to give oneself in service to one’s 
neighbor beyond any individual interest. 



 
HUMAN RIGHTS – PACEM IN TERRIS (SAINT POPE JOHN XXIII, 1963) 
Right to Life – food, clothing, shelter, rest, medical care, social services, security 
Moral and Cultural Rights – respect for person and reputation, freedom in searching for truth and 

expressing and communicating opinions, the pursuit of art (within the limits laid down by the 
moral order and the common good), and being informed truthfully about public events 

Right to Worship God – “according to the sincere dictates of his own conscience” 
Right to Choose Freely One’s State of Life – setting up a family, education, equal rights and duties for 

man and woman, following a vocation to the priesthood or religious life 
Economic Rights – the opportunity to work without coercion, private property 
The Right of Meeting and Association 
The Right to Emigrate and Immigrate – freedom of movement and of residence within the confines of 

one’s own country, and for just reasons, to move to another country 
Political Rights – taking an active part in public affairs and contributing to the common good of 

society 
 
 
CARE FOR OUR COMMON HOME: LAUDATO SI’, POPE FRANCIS (2015) 
Human beings too are creatures of this world, enjoying a right to life and happiness, and endowed 

with unique dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the effects on people’s lives of environmental 
deterioration, current models of development and the throwaway culture. (43) 

The human environment and the natural environment deteriorate together; we cannot adequately 
combat environmental degradation unless we attend to causes related to human and social 
degradation. (48) 

Developing an Integral Ecology (137ff): the relationship between living organisms and the 
environment in which they develop, with the human person (especially the most vulnerable) at 
the center 

 
 
JUST WAR THEORY (ST. AUGUSTINE, CCC 2307-2330) 

Ius ad Bellum – Justice Leading to War 
 Just Cause 
 Legitimate Authority 
 Comparative Justice 
 Right Intention 
 Probability of Success 
 Proportionality 
 Last Resort 
 
 

Ius in Bello – Justice During War 
 Immunity of Noncombatants 
 Proportionality 
 Right Intention



 


