
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Mission Statement 
 

We are a Roman Catholic family centered in the 
Eucharist, rooted in our immigrant traditions since the 
1800’s and devoted to our Blessed Mother.  Humbly 

guided by the Holy Spirit, and with the warmth and 
hospitality that springs from a small community, we seek 

to share our faith in Jesus Christ through prayer, 
devotion, education, stewardship, and service to others.   

PARISH   OFFICE   
 

708 Erie Street, Grafton, Ohio  44044 
Phone:     440 926-2364   Fax:     440 926-3783  

Email:  info@olqpgrafton.org       
Website:   www.olqpgrafton.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday  - Friday: 8:30am - 5:00pm 
 

November 28,  2021—First Sunday of Advent 
I will raise up for David a just shoot; he shall do what is right and just in the land.  --Jeremiah 33:15 

Rev. John P. Seabold—Pastor 
Jim Andrews - Business Office 

Joanna Blaz -Administration 
Elizabeth Miketo - Director of Parish Catechesis 

Patrick Weir - Maintenance Supervisor  
& St. Mary’s Cemetery Sexton 

 
 

MASS  SCHEDULE  
 

Church 
Saturday Vigil……………………………….4:30pm 
Sunday……………………….8:30am & 11:00am 

 
Church  - Weekday Mass  

Monday-Tuesday-Thursday-Friday….9:00am 
Wednesday …. 6:30pm 

 
Confessions  

Saturday……….…. 3:30-4:00pm 
 

Our Lady Queen of Peace Church   708 Erie Street ~ Grafton, Ohio 
Established  ~ October 29, 2006 



Sunday, November 28, 2021 - First Sunday of Advent      

 
 
 
Monday, November 29 
 9:00am - Don Seabold - Family 
Tuesday, November 30 
 9::00am - Ron Van Amburgh - Family 
Wednesday, December 1 
 6:30pm - Richard Lottman - Family 
Thursday, December 2 
 9:00am - Rose Smith - Family 
Friday, December 3 
 9:00am - Richard Ziska - Joe & Mary Kay Filipiak 
 
2nd Sunday of Advent 
Saturday, December 4 
 4:30pm - Fred Lacina Jr - Family 
Sunday, December 5 
 8:30am - Mary & Mike Ziska - Family 
11:00am - Our Lady’s Guild 

Pray for the Sick: David Blackburn, Jose' Magiste, Leon 
Denomme, David Myers, Kathy Borowy,  Bille 
Updegrove, Pat Wracker, Cathy Buckland, Don Gates, 
Ken Schroeder, Shayne Reisinger, Dennis Frabotta, Guy 
Page, Mark Petricevic, Gladys Rising,  Gloria Janosko, 
Becca Mullins, Grace Smith, Michele Miller, Monica 
Schaefer, George Schaefer, Patricia Norris, Al Traxler, 
Cathy Cornish,  Lance Boise, Janet Shenefelt, Marilyn 
Hamm, Mike Vasbinder, Kevin Cote, Adam Postelwait, 
Sharon Madlem, Ron Listwak, Toni Long and Sandy 
Stewart. 
  
Please call the Parish Office 440-926-2364, or email us 
at info@olqpgrafton.org to have a name of a friend or 
relative included in this list. 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday: Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-9; Mt 8:5-11 
Tuesday: Rom 10:9-18; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 4:18-22 
Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 15:29-37 
Thursday: Is 26:1-6; Ps 118:1, 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a;  
 Mt 7:21, 24-27 
Friday: Is 29:17-24; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14; Mt 9:27-31 
Saturday: Is 30:19-21, 23-26; Ps 147:1-6;  
 Mt 9:35 — 10:1, 5a, 6-8 
Sunday: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6, 8-11; 
 Lk 3:1-6 
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BULLETIN DEADLINES:   
For inclusion in a weekly bulletin, please submit all an-
nouncements to Joanna at  jblaz@olqpgrafton.org  by the 
following dates: 
 
Sunday December 5 by 5:00pm Monday November 29 
Sunday December 12 by 5:00pm Monday December 6 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading — The days are coming when the LORD 
will fulfill the promise made to Israel and Judah 
(Jeremiah 33:14-16). 
Psalm — To you, O Lord, I lift my soul (Psalm 25). 
Second Reading — May the Lord make you increase and 
abound in love that you may be blameless in holiness; 
conduct yourselves so as to please God  
(1 Thessalonians 3:12 — 4:2). 
Gospel — There will be signs and you will see the Son of 
Man coming with power and great glory. Be vigilant 
(Luke 21:25-28, 34-36). 
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 
1981, 1997, International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights 

  SAVE THE DATE:  
   November 30, 2021 

This Tuesday, November 30th, Northeast Ohio’s Online 
Day of Catholic Giving, 200+ participating Catholic par-
ishes, schools, ministries, Catholic Charities programs/
sites and Catholic nonprofits come together as one com-
munity. Donations on that day can be made by going to 
www.wegivecatholic.org, Thank-you! 

#weGIVECATHOLIC 

THE THREE COMINGS OF ADVENT 
 There are three distinct comings of the Lord of which 
I know, His coming to humankind, His coming into hu-
mankind, and His coming against humankind. 
—St. Bernard: Third Sermon for Advent 



Sunday, November 28, 2021 - First Sunday of Advent 

FATHER JOHN’S CORNER:    The Collect (Opening Prayer) on this 1st Sunday of Advent reads:  
 

Grant your faithful, we pray, almighty God  
the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ  

with righteous deeds at His coming,  
so that, gathered at His right hand,  

they may be worthy to possess the heavenly Kingdom.  
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
God, for ever and ever. Amen  

 
The Season of Advent starts out with the call to run. There is an urgency about this season and it is not because there 
are only a few days until Christmas and many items on our lists that need to be checked off. It is an urgency to meet 
Christ. To run to meet him! This conjures up the image in my mind of family being reunited after a long separation, or 
short, as you often see in airports as they run to embrace. Is there a desire to meet Christ? A desire to run in haste to be 
embraced by the Son of God? The Season of Advent challenges us to be ready at all times to encounter Christ. The 
gospel this weekend (Luke 21:25-28; 34-36) warns us: “Beware that your hearts do not become drowsy from carousing 
and drunkenness and the anxieties of daily life, and that day catch you by surprise like a trap.” Take time this Advent to 
nurture your relationship with God so that your desire to run to meet Christ grows!  

HOPE FOR THE HOLIDAYS:  
Next Sunday, December 5, the Ministry of Comfort and 
Healing will be offering a Bereavement session, “Hope 
for the Holidays.” Open to anyone who has experienced 
the death of a loved one, this afternoon session will fea-
ture a presentation by Chuck Behrens, a hospice chap-
lain, prayer, resources, and the support of one another. 
It begins at 12:30pm with a lite luncheon. Grieving the 
death of a loved one is a painful time and adding in the 
holidays only increases the many emotions that are 
emerging. This afternoon session is a time to come to-
gether to pray, cry, laugh and be renewed that we are 
not alone in our grief.  

 NEW LITURGICAL YEAR: The new Liturgical Year 
starts today with the 1st Sunday of Advent. The readings 
at Mass will be taken from the third cycle of readings or 
Cycle C which uses primarily the Gospel of Luke. To help 
prepare to hear God’s Word at Mass you can preview 
the readings at the U.S. Conference of Bishops website 
at https://bible.usccb.org. On FORMED you can hear a 
reflection on the readings: Go to FORMED.org and 
search: Opening the Word. Go to Cycle C and then Ad-
vent week 1.  

SPIRITUAL ENRICHMENT AND SUPPORT DUR-
ING ADVENT: Take advantage of the opportunities to 
grow in faith and be supported in faith.  
 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament will be on 
Wednesdays of Advent from 2:30pm-6:30pm in the 
church. Each week there will be special intentions to 
include in your private prayer time. On Wednesday, 
December 1 please keep in your prayers those who are 
grieving the death of a loved one as Christmas draws 
near. To also pray for those who will be attending the 
Hope for the Holidays on December 5 and for those 
sharing their experiences and faith on grieving in these 
days of festivities and family.  
Sunday Gospel Reflection will meet on Saturday, De-
cember 11 at 10:00am in the parish hall to read the Sun-
day gospels for Advent and Christmas Seasons. We 
hear the gospel read and then reflect upon what we 
are hearing in reading. We ask what is the message 
that God is giving us.  
Women of Faith will meet on Sunday, December 12 at 
noon in the parish hall. Women of the community are 
invited to come to pray together and reflect upon how 
God is active in their lives as the Christmas season ap-
proaches.  
Men’s Faith Sharing will meet on Sunday December 19 
at 6:00pm in the parish hall. Men of the community are 
invited to come to pray together and to support each 
other as they seek to live out their faith at work and at 
home.  
Awaken to New Light a daily reflection booklet of 
practices and prayers is available in the Gathering Area 
as well as daily reflections for families and children.  

     First Sunday of Advent 
  
     I will raise up for David a just   
      shoot;  
  he shall do what is right and just in the land. 
     — Jeremiah 33:15 



WATCHFUL CONFIDENCE 
 

 We the Church enter into Advent and the new liturgical year with a call for a watchful confidence. 
Our readings were originally addressed to communities undergoing great loss and confusion. Jeremiah 

speaks confidently of God fulfilling the ancient promises to Israel, even during a time of foreign invasion. 
Paul speaks of God leading the Church into holiness, while the community longs for the coming of Jesus. 

In the Gospel passage from Luke, Jesus speaks of powerful signs and of great confusion to come, but 
emphasizes that we may look forward knowing that God brings not cause for despair, but hope. We cel-
ebrate Advent to remind each other of God’s faithfulness. We are to be watchful, to see how God is stir-
ring up our world. God disturbs both our pride and our complacency, and brings us healing and justice. 

We prepare ourselves to welcome Jesus, confident that God indeed fulfills all these divine promises. 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 - First Sunday of Advent      

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 
 
Sunday:  First Sunday of Advent;  
 Hanukkah begins 
Tuesday: St. Andrew, Apostle 
Wednesday: World AIDS Awareness Day 
Friday: St. Francis Xavier 
Friday: St. John Damascene; First Friday 
Saturday: First Saturday 

PRAYER SHAWL: The next meeting will be Saturday, 
December 4th  at 10:00am in the church hall.   
   
Mark your calendars… We will soon be highlighting our 
ministry with craft items our ladies have made during 
this weekend of December 4/5.   

LADIES NIGHT OUT 

We’re happy to report that our ‘SHINE BRIGHT CELE-
BRATION’ was a great success, with a profit of just over 
$11,000!  Thanks to everyone who participated and for 
the donations of raffle baskets, gift cards, cash and purs-
es.  Thanks to the vendors at our event:  A Secret Garden 
Floral Design, Busy Bird Creations, Finishing Touches, Nor-
wex, Pink Daddy’s Cookies, Plunder Design Jewelry, Taste-
fully Simple and The Barn a Salon and Spa.   Grafton Crews 
Thru donated bottles of wine, Marco’s Pizza donated piz-
zas plus the variety of foods and bakery items prepared 
and served by our committee members, family and 
friends.  We appreciate everyone who volunteered 
where needed setting up, selling tickets, serving wine 
and food.  And lastly, thank you to all those on the plan-
ning committee who donated items and spent many 
hours sharing their time and talents to assure everyone 
enjoyed a fantastic, elegant event.   

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 Occasionally, someone raises a surprised     

complaint that while Christmas arrives on Santa’s 
sleigh at the Macy’s parade on Thanksgiving Day, the 
Church doesn’t catch on too fast. They may even say 
that Advent is a new-fangled idea. Not so. To trace its 
beginnings, we have to go back to the fourth or fifth 

century in France (then Gaul), when Epiphany was the 
favored day, next to Easter, for baptism. The old    

pagan structures of Rome were collapsing then, and 
many people sought to be baptized. Since adults   

always prepared for baptism by fasting, folks counted 
back a few weeks for a kind of retreat. Before too 

long, bishops were advising everyone to attend 
church frequently beginning on December 17. Soon, 

artists were imagining ways of expressing the Advent 
mystery, and in Italy this gave rise to beautiful mosa-
ics of  empty thrones awaiting the arrival of the Lord 

of all creation. 
Advent as we know it develops on two separate 

tracks: the first having to do with our spiritual prepa-
ration for celebrating the Christmas feast, and the 
second having to do with the way this is organized 

and expressed in the liturgical readings and prayers 
every day of the season. 

—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

LADIES GUILD...is having a BAKE SALE after all Mass-
es the weekend of December 11/12.  There will be 
scrumptious delights to tickle your taste buds.   Our 
next meeting will be December 13 at 6:30pm in the 
Parish Hall.  Bring a side dish and a wrapped gift of $5 
or less (something practical) for our fun night.  A ham 
will be provided. 
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This Week at Our Lady Queen of Peace: 
Sunday, November 28 
9:30am-10:50am - Faith At Home 
Monday, November 29 
7:00pm - Choir Practice 
7:00pm - RCIA 
Tuesday, November 30 
 
Wednesday, December 1 
2:30pm-6:00pm - Adoration 
Thursday, December 2 
 
Friday, December 3 
Living Nativity 
Saturday, December 4 
8:00am-12:00pm - Food Pantry 
8:30am-1:00pm - Parish Council Day of Recollection 
10:00am-11:00am - Prayer Shawl 
5:00pm - Parish Nurse 
Sunday, December 5 
9:30am-10:50am - GLFF 
11:00am - Rite of Enrollment (Confirmation) 
12:30pm - Hope for the Holiday 

HOMEBOUND? If you or someone you know would 
like to receive communion please contact the parish 
office 440-926-2364. Also, if you are a Eucharistic Minis-
ter and would like to take communion to the home-
bound and those in local facilities and/or the hospital, 
please contact the office as well.  

GLFF:   
 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel! Happy First Sunday of Ad-
vent! 
 
During this season of preparation, may we embrace the 
spirit of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace that each week high-
lights. May we prayerfully prepare and enjoy the fruits of 
our faithfulness, as we prepare and grow closer to Jesus.  
 
We hope you are enjoying your Faith at Home this week-
end, and we look forward to gathering in person the next 
two weekends, before our Christmas and New Year's 
Break.  
 
Join us this Friday, December 3rd for Grafton's Old-
Fashioned Christmas!  
 
Have you experienced the loss of a loved one? Come join 
the Ministry of Comfort and Healing at a gathering fol-
lowing the 11:00am Mass on Sunday, December 5th in the 
Parish Hall. A lite lunch of soups and sandwiches will be 
served at 12:30pm followed by a presentation to offer 
guidance on ways to find comfort during the holidays.  

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PARTY: The Holy Name So-
ciety will hold the annual children’s event on Sunday, 
December 19th from 12:00pm – 2:00pm in the Parish 
Hall.  A sign-up sheet is available on the counter by the 
bulletin board in the Gathering Area for parishioners 
whose children are birth to 10 years old. The deadline 
for sign-ups is Sunday December 5th. 

COME HOME FOR CHRISTMAS: This Advent Season 
invite a family member or friend who has been away 
from the church to come to Mass. Sometimes, all it 
takes is an invitation to come and join you so that they 
are not walking into the church alone. There were many 
reasons that people have for not coming to church and 
the pandemic only added to the list of reasons. Counter 
their list of reasons for not coming to Mass with your 
list of why you come to Mass. Share with them why you 
come, for the support of others, to hear God’s Word for 
you and to receive the greatest gift, the Eucharist.  

SYMPATHY to the families of Jeanne Leonard & Alex 
Krutowskis who passed away recently.  
 
May they rest in the peace of Christ. 

Thank-you for your continued generous support of our 
Parish and your help with the needs of the community 
through your ongoing participation in our various minis-
tries. 
Due to the holiday bulletin deadline, the next collection 
information will be in the December 5th bulletin. 

GIVING TREE: Once again this year we will have a Giving 
Tree program.  This weekend of November 27-28, mit-
tens will be placed on the Christmas trees in the gather-
ing area.  Please take a mitten(s) and purchase the item 
on it.  All items need to be returned by 12:00noon on 
December 19.  As always thank you for supporting the 
Helping Hands Ministry. 


