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Monday, January 10

9:00am - Sally Hildebrandt - Our Lady’s Guild
Tuesday, January 11

9:00am - ALL Parishioners

Wednesday, January 12

6:30pm - Walter & Josephine Kantosky - Bill Kantosky
Thursday, January 13

9:00am - ALL Parishioners

Friday, January 14

9:00am - Edward Fassbender - Connie Spillar

Saturday, January 15

4:30pm - The Page Family - Guy & Judy Page
Sunday, January 16

8:30am - ALL Parishioners

11:00am - John Murtagh - Bob & Marcia Frabotta

Parish Council Jim Ries
Ann Pickering Bryan Scheetz
(Chair) Tim Strah
Beth Adams Sue Wiedenmannott
Andy Booth Dennis Wilfong
Rob Drawl
Dan Lewis Building Committee
Chuck Magel Lewis Behlke
Chris Martin Joanna Blaz
Rosemarie Pierson Jim Ries
Mike Ruebensaal Greg Rowe

Chris Serdinak
Darlene Stutz

Mike Ruebensaal
Mike Serdinak

(Co -Secretary) Ken Shifferly

Sandy Yovanovich Darlene Stutz

(Co-Secretary) Patrick Weir
Rick Wiedenmannott

Finance Council

anci Sandy Yovanovich
Joan Radzyminski

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Isaiah speaks of the Servant whom the
Lord upholds; he shall bring forth justice to the nations
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11.

Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace
(Psalm 29) or Psalm 104.

Second Reading — Jesus was anointed by God with the
Holy Spirit; he went out healing and doing good

(Acts 10:34-38) or Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7.

Gospel — A voice comes from heaven proclaiming Jesus
as the beloved Son, with whom God is well pleased
(Luke 3:15-16, 21-22).

The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday:  1Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14620
Tuesday: 1Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd; Mk 1:21528
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;

Mk 1:29639
Thursday:  1Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;

Mk 1:40845
Friday: 1Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19; Mk 2:1612
Saturday:  1Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:13; Ps 21:2-7;

Mk 2:13617
Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11;

Jn 2:1-1

Pray for the Sick: David Blackburn, Jose' Magiste, Leon
Denomme, David Myers, Kathy Borowy, Bille
Updegrove, Pat Wracker, Don Gates, Ken Schroeder,
Shayne Reisinger, Dennis Frabotta, Guy Page, Mark
Petricevic, Gladys Rising, Gloria Janosko, Becca Mullins,
Grace Smith, Michele Miller, Monica Schaefer, George
Schaefer, Patricia Norris, Al Traxler, Cathy Cornish,
Lance Boise, Janet Shenefelt, Marilyn Hamm, Mike
Vasbinder, Kevin Cote, Adam Postelwait, Ron Listwak,
Toni Long, Sandy Stewart, Jeff Pfeiffer, Thomas
Southam, Ursula Plas and Laura Soltis-Skolnicki.

Please call the Parish Office 440-926-2364, or email us
at info@olgpgrafton.org to have a name of a friend or
relative included in this list.

WELCOME! If you are interested in joining the parish,
please call the parish office at 440.926.2364 or go to our
website at www.olgpgrafton.org. Registration forms are
on our website and by the bulletin board in the Gather-
ing Area. There will be a Welcome Weekend on January
29/30.

TEMPER AND PRIDE
Temper is what gets most of us into trouble. Pride is
what keeps us there.

—Anonymous

BULLETIN DEADLINES:

For inclusion in a weekly bulletin, please submit all an-
nouncements to Joanna at jblaz@olgpgrafton.org by
the following dates:

Sunday January 16 by 5:00pm Monday January 10
Sunday January 23 by 5:00pm Monday January 17
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FATHER JOHN’S CORNER:

The Christmas Season ends today with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord. After Jesus’ baptism he begins his
mission. Our baptism impels us to do the same, to share in Jesus’ mission. We were anointed with Sacred Chrism as
Priest, Prophet and King at our baptism and with the unique gifts and talents that God has given us we live out our role
in God’s plan. We live out God’s will for us in our daily lives through our places of employment, school, family, and
community. Also, God may be calling us to share our gifts and abilities through the various ministries in the parish.

Next weekend, there will be a brochure that lists all the ministries and organizations in the parish along with a short
description of each one. You are asked to take this brochure and over the course of the week to reflect and pray on
how God is calling you to use your gifts by becoming involved in a parish ministry. Then, on the weekend of January
22/23 you will be asked to sign up for a ministry that you would like further information on with the possibility of
joining that ministry.

At our baptism we were anointed with the Holy Spirit. It is with the Spirit that we are able to take the abilities that God
has given us to do amazing things. God has equipped us with everything that we need to fulfil the role he has for us in
his plan. We, however, have to respond yes to the call of God to use our gifts.

On the weekend of January 29/30, we will then be celebrating who we are as a parish community with the many
ministries and organizations that are active. At the 4:30pm that weekend Bishop Malesic will be presiding as a part of
our 15th anniversary of the parish.

Are you experiencing more joy in this new year? There are still copies of Chris Stefanick’s book “Living Joy” available. He
outlines nine rules to help you to rediscover joy in your daily life. Come share with others your reflections on this book

and your experience of what helps you to live a joy filled life on Wednesday, January 19 at 7pm in the hall.

--Fr. John

JOYFUL DISCIPLES...will meet on Thursday, January THANK YOU to all who worked to plan our Christmas

13th at 6:30pm in the parish hall. Final preparations for liturgies as well as those who decorated. To our liturgi-
Commitment Weekend will made at this meeting. There cal ministers (greeters, ushers, musicians, choir/
will also be discussion on the Prayer Commitment which cantors, lectors, extraordinary ministers of Holy Com-
will take place the weekend prior to Ash Wednesday. munion, mass coordinators and servers). Thank you for
Joyful Disciples seek to help parishioners to engage in the sharing the gift of your ministry with the community. It
activities of the parish and to discern the call of God to took time and preparation on the part of all who
use the gifts given to be his instrument in the communi- planned and ministered at these liturgies and that is a
ty/world. sacrifice that was made so that we could worship our

God at Christmas. And thank you to all who participat-
ed in these liturgies: your participation aided in our

PRAYER SHAWL: There will not be a Prayer Shawl prayer and thanksgiving to God. If anyone is interested
meeting in January. The next regularly scheduled meeting in becoming any of the above listed liturgical ministers
will be on February 5. See you then! please contact the parish office.

TURNING THE TIDE

When everything goes against you, till it seems as
though you could not hold on a minute longer, never
give up then, for that is just the place and time that the
tide will turn.

—Harriet Beecher Stowe

CHRISTMAS BOOK: This year, the book that we are
giving out is Chris Stefanick’s book Living Joy. This book
highlights g rules to help you rediscover and live joy eve-
ry day. These books are available free in the Gathering
Area.
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BAPTISMAL DEATH AND RESURRECTION

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we also honor our own baptism as our initiation into the
Christian life and community. In the Gospel, the baptism of Jesus, with his immersion and then emer-
gence from the water, points to his later submission to God at his death, and his emergence from the
grave at his resurrection. This pattern of death and resurrection is our path too, as followers of Jesus.

Throughout life, often in small ways, we learn to surrender our limited and self-centered agendas. This
surrender often feels like death. The sacrament of Baptism ritually enacts this pattern to remind us of
Jesus’ death and resurrection, so that we too might embrace the deaths and resurrections of our own
lives. As Jesus emerged from the water, he encountered his Father and the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, we

can know we are God’s beloved, empowered by the Spirit.
Copyright ©). S. Paluch Co

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES

Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time
Thursday:  St. Hilary

Saturday:  Blessed Virgin Mary

TALK ABOUT...Living Joy!

Our book chat on Chris Stefancik's Book, Living Joy will
take place on Wednesday, January 19th at 7:00pm in
the Parish Hall. Sign Ups are now happening in the
Gathering area or by calling the office. We hope you
have enjoyed the book and look forward to sharing in-
sights and inspirations as a community!

HURTFUL SIN
Sin is not hurtful because it is forbidden, but it is
forbidden because it is hurtful.

—Benjamin Franklin

PRAYER OF THE WEEK

The Baptism of the Lord

Almighty ever-living God,

who, when Christ had been baptized in the River Jordan
and as the Holy Spirit descended upon him,
solemnly declared him your beloved Son,
grant that your children by adoption,
reborn of water and the Holy Spirit,

may always be well pleasing to you.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

God, for ever and ever.

Reflection question:
What can | do this week to be well pleasing to God?

Collect text from the English translation of The Roman Missal, © 2010, International Commission on
English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
Copyright © ). S. Paluch Company, Inc.

PLANNED GIVING - YEAR-END GIVING:

In this season of giving, consider making a year-end gift
to our parish in gratitude for all the blessings you have
received in life. As you plan to make the most of your
charitable donations in 2021, know that we gratefully ac-
cept gifts of cash and appreciated assets such as stocks
or bonds. We wanted to take this time to remind you of
some important CARES Act provisions that are scheduled
to expire at year’s end. These provisions may affect you—
and even make it easier for you to make a gift to your
parish. They include:

e An expanded charitable giving incentive that
allows taxpayers who take the standard deduc-
tion to make up to $300 in charitable cash con-
tributions for single filers ($600 for married cou-
ples) to qualified charities like ours this year.

e For those who do itemize their deductions, the
law allows for cash contributions to qualified
charities such as ours to be deducted up to
100% of your adjusted gross income for the
2021 calendar year.

And, if you are 70 V2 or older, you may be able to make a
gift of a Qualified Charitable Distribution from your IRA
that will help us in our ministry and reduce your taxable
income. Talk to your advisors and IRA administrator for
more information and to be sure that your IRA Qualified
Charitable Distribution gift is made directly from an IRA
to a qualified charity such as our parish. Questions? Con-
tact Joanna in our parish office at (440) 926-2364 or via
email at jblaz@olgpgrafton.org. You are also welcome to
contact Jean Ann Montagna of the Catholic Community
Foundation at (216) 696-6525 x8070.
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TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION

Merry Christmas! Share that cheerful greeting with some folks today. They may wonder if you have had
any Elvis sightings lately, attended Star Trekkie conventions, or were Cleopatra in a previous lifetime. De-
spite the skeptics, today is solidly within the Christmas season. In fact, in some strands of the Christian tra-
dition it represents the clearest manifestation of the mystery of the Incarnation. On Christmas Day, for ex-
ample, the Gospel reading is the Prologue of John’s Gospel, which reveals the glory of Christ shining
through our humanity precisely in his baptism.

At any rate, this is an ancient feast, celebrated first in Egypt sixteen centuries ago. More than most
other ancient people, the Egyptians understood the lifesgiving properties of water. On this day, they drew
water from the Nile, so central in the history of their people, and reserved it in honor. Many other places
copied the custom, so that St. John Chrysostom wrote of people in Antioch gathering at midnight to collect
flowing water into vessels they brought from home since “today there is a blessing on the water.” At home
for dinner tonight, decorate the table with beautiful bowls of water and white candles, toast one another

with goblets of sparkling water, and light a Christmas candle in the window one last time.
—James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE: As we move forward in looking at the options and feasibility of constructing the
building of the second phase of the parish development we hired Changing Our World, a fundraising consulting firm
to survey the parish. Changing our World conducted 11 interviews with parish leaders, influencers, and donors to
gain their insights about the proposed parish projects and to determine their support for a potential combined
campaign.

At the same time this past October, parishioners were encouraged to participate in an online study survey that was
prepared by Changing Our World and distributed through email. A total of 124 survey responses have been evalu-
ated.

Changing Our World then prepared a final report of their findings based on the interviews and study surveys of:
412.5% (135/1083) of registered parishioners.

463% (135/214) were regular financial contributors to the parish.

RESULTS: When asked to “Rate your level of agreement with the campaign elements”, the survey response was:

Completely Somewhat Do Not No

Agree Agree Agree Opinion Total
New Rectory 40.00% 52  32.31% 42 17.69% 23 10.00% 13 130
Construction of
Parish Center 52.67% 69 29.01% 38 12.21% 16 6.11% 8 131
Chapel
Renovation 27.48% 36 35.88% 47 29.01% 38 7.63% 10 131
Upgrade of
Parish Offices 53.08% 69 32.31% 42  7.69% 10 6.92% 9 130

Gymnasium 7.58% 10 24.24% 32 5227% 69 15.91% 21 132
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SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION:

On Saturday, January 15th at 10:00am
we will meet to reflect upon the Sunday Gos-
pels for the next month. This is not an in-depth Scripture
study but a faith sharing of how we hear God speak to us
in the reading by reflecting upon what sticks out as we
read it. It is a great way to grow in faith and support.

WOMEN OF FAITH...will be meeting on Sunday, Janu-
ary gth at 12:00noon in the church following the 11am
Mass. Start out the New Year by joining together with
other women of the parish to grow spiritually and to
support each other.

SCRIPTURE STUDY: Please join us in our new Study!
Thursday January 13" is the beginning of our new bible
study with lesson one of “The Gospel of Mark: Faith not
Fear” from the FORMED LECTIO series. Meet with us at
7:00pm in the Parish Hall. Lesson 1 will cover “St. Mark
the Evangelist”, on page 3 of the study guide. Study
guides are free and can be picked up at the Parish office
or at the study. You do not need a computer to attend
the sessions. If anyone has questions please contact
Rick Gallaher at (440) 458-6335 for comments or assis-
tance.

THANKYOU to those who helped the parish reach its
2021 Catholic Charities Annual Appeal goal through your
pledge to Catholic Charities. As a diocese we were able
to come together to meet the increased needs due to the
pandemic. The 2022 appeal weekend will be February
19/20.

PROTECTING GOD'S CHILDREN

The Diocese of Cleveland's “Protecting God’s Children”
program is a continuing effort to instruct and inform eve-
ryone about the protection of children from sexual
abuse. To report any past or present suspected inappro-
priate behavior toward children by priests, deacons, reli-
gious, lay ecclesial ministers or personnel associated
with the Church, please contact the Diocesan Response
Service Office at 216-334-2999 or via email
at response_services@dioceseofcleveland.org. You are
also asked to immediately inform local authorities about
inappropriate behavior.

amazon THANK-YOU to all those that
voushop. Amazongives. sShopped via Amazon Smile
this past year. To those unaware of the program,
shopping at smile.amazon.com and designating
Our Lady Queen of Peace as your favorite charitable
organization, allows us to receive a donation of 0.5% of
all eligible purchases. There are no fees and no extra
cost to you. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ click on
‘get started’ and then shop as you normally would. As of
November 2021, $222.10 has been donated to our
church. Every little bit helps!

CATHOLIC CHARITIES - UNUSED FURNITURE:
Do you have used furniture in good condition you just
don't use? Are you moving or downsizing and need to
unload some unneeded pieces? We'll come pick it up and
you can help a refugee family start a new life in the pro-
cess. Catholic Charities helps place many families who
have not much more than an empty apartment. If you
have Queen & Full sized mattresses, tables & chairs, end
tables or other furniture you would be willing to
donate, please visit https://onehopeneo.com/homeless

-refugee/

The FEST Internship

Calling all college students looking for a paid summer
internship! The FEST (www.theFEST.us) is looking for
summer interns to make this year’s event the best FEST
yet! We are looking for students with interests in theol-
ogy, business marketing & communications, event plan-
ning, or logistics management to join the team that puts
together our annual Diocesan Family Festival. Interns
will be a part of a fast-paced team and will play a critical
role in the marketing, planning and coordination of an-
nual event for thousands of people.

Interns will provide support and have responsibilities
including public speaking, marketing, mailings, digital
and social media, press releases, logistics, event plan-
ning, and more. Interns must have strong people skills,
work ethic, critical thinking, organizational skills, and
reliable transportation. For more information or to ap-
ply, please send your resume to Caitlin@theFEST.us by

January 9™
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GLFF: Happy Feast of the Baptism of the Lord! This
week our Faith at Home provides some great resources
on the beautiful Sacrament of Baptism! Talking with our
children or Godchildren about their Baptism is a neat way
to reconnect. What is even better, this can happen while
driving in the car or getting ready for dinner. GLFF will
not meet on Martin Luther King, Jr Weekend, but we will
all gather back in person on Sunday, January 23rd. As the
Christmas Season, draws to a close, may we all find ways
to celebrate the joys of each season!

| YOUNG CATHOLIC MEN'S CONFERENCE 2022

2022 Theme: Man Up! This conference is dedicated to
young men and the men that raise and support them.
With cooperation of religious, this event is wholly pro-
duced by a group of committed lay Catholics who rec-
ognize the vast challenges of Christian manhood. The
young men in our community are not just the future of
the church, they are also today's church. YCMC is the
church reaching out to these young men to fortify
their manhood and empower them in this world.

DATE: Saturday, January 29"

LOCATION: Walsh Jesuit High School
4550 Wyoga Lake Rd.
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44224

$40 per person through 1/15/22
$50 per person after 1/15/22
https://www.ycmc.us/

THANK-YOU for your generous support of our Parish,

and your help with the needs of the community through

your ongoing participation in our various ministries.
Actual Goal Difference

Sunday, Jan2: $ 5,995.50

E-Giving: $ 2,868.65

Total: $ 8,864.15 $11,924.00  ($3,059.85)

Sunday Y-T-D:  $ 324,582.21 $321,048.00 $2,634.21

Mortgage: $325,088.88

THIS WEEK at Our Lady Queen of Peace:

Sunday, January 9
9:30am-10:50am - Faith at Home
12:00pm - Women of Faith
Monday, January 10

7:00pm - Choir Practice

7:00pm - Holy Name Meeting
7:00pm - RCIA

Tuesday, January 11

Wednesday, January 12

Thursday, January 13
6:30pm - Joyful Disciples
7:00pm - Scripture Study
Friday, January 14

Saturday, January 15
10:00am - Gospel Reflection
1:00pm - Baptism Class
Sunday, January 16

9:00am - Parish Nurse
6:00pm - Men’s Faith Sharing

HOMEBOUND? If you or someone you know would
like to receive communion please contact the parish
office 440-926-2364. Also, if you are a Eucharistic Min-
ister and would like to take communion to the home-
bound and those in local facilities and/or the hospital,
please contact the office as well.

CALENDAR CLUB: Tickets on Sale!

2022 Calendar Club tickets will be on sale in the gath-
ering area. This raffle fundraiser supports the Mort-
gage Reduction Fund. Tickets are $120 or $10/
month. January - November winners will receive $50
and 3 lucky December winners will receive $500! Only
100 tickets will be sold! Hurry before they sell

out! Please help us to reduce our current Mortgage
debt.

FLOCKNOTE REMINDER:

Our parish is using Flocknote, an email and texting tool,
to communicate activities and events of interest to our
parishioners. If you are not receiving a weekly email or
text update from Our Lady Queen of Peace, and would
like to, please call the parish office and let us know and
we will gladly add you to Flocknote!
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