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Grand Knight’s Message  
John Buck 
 
 

Brother Knights, 
 

I would like to thank you for electing me to serve you as the Grand 
Knight of the Knights of Columbus Council 2917. It is an honor to 
serve in the position of Grand Knight of a council, but to serve as the 
Grand Knight of our great Council 2917, is a grand honor. I hope that I 
can fulfill  my term with dignity to the Order and help our council grow, 
but for this to happen  I will need the help of each member.   
 

Over the past many years, I have assisted our Grand Knights in many 
ways, mainly under the title of Program Director. As the Program 
Director, I took on many roles and either co-chaired or chaired many 
of our council events. As the Grand Knight, I will not be able to chair 
our many council events, I will need men to fill in as chairmen in my  
absence. Hopefully, by the time of the printing of this newsletter, I will 
have already contacted and confirmed many of the director positions 
of the council. If there are vacant positions later, please offer your  
assistance to a program that fits your ability. 
 

How do I see Council 2917 moving forward, advancing in the coming 
year? In many aspects, we are doing okay, but I do see that we need 
immediate attention addressed to changes, or rather strengthening 
in these areas: 1) strengthening our relationship with our 3 parishes, 
2) membership growth—we need new members and transfers 
and 3) retention. Solutions to remedy these issues are: 1) we need 
to promote our council activities, especially when directly related to 
our parishes, 2) we are now down to about 450 men enrolled as 
members of Council 2917; we need to increase this number, but 
while handing out Form 100s we need qualified men to fill out this 
application form—men that will not just walk away after a couple of 
years, 3) when a member lapses on his council dues, we need an 
active group of men on the Retention Committee to contact these 
men and ask them the reason for their delinquency on paying dues.   
  
I do have other ideas for the council, but these are the 3 main issues 
that need immediate attention and I, representing Council 2917, will 
need your help to remedy these problem areas. I will need help from 
many of you, from all of our parishes working together to achieve 
these goals. If you would like to chair a committee or if you have a 
suggestion for improving any area of council activity or growth, 
please contact me.  
 

In areas of council activities and programs, as I have not yet appointed 
directors, I will briefly mention the Summer Fling. This is our main 
council fundraiser. We have started our raffle ticket sales, which are 
moving along very well. Please be sure to contact Ed Okonski for 
your raffle ticket. For more information on Summer Fling 2021, 
please see the flyer in the newsletter.  

Assistant Chaplain’s Message  
Deacon Will Hunter 
  

Who We Are, Part Two 
Psalm 116 speaks about how the Lord listens to our 
prayers and our cries for mercy and forgiveness. It 
is in this psalm that we find ourselves internally 
spiritual. This psalm gives us insight into our inner 
being regarding our relationship with the Lord.  
Reading this psalm should help us to understand why 
we need the Lord and why it is so important for us to 
find out who we are and why we are the way we are. 
 

There is no part of our being that does not belong 
to the Lord and no part of our being that is hidden 
from the ever present gaze of the Lord. Why do we 
cry out to the Lord for his mercy and grace if we 
see perfection in the mirror held up to us by the 
hands of the Lord? Why do we plead with the Lord 
for his forgiveness if we are looking at perfection in 
the spiritual mirror of the Lord? 
 

One can see clearly in psalm 116 how important it 
is for us to look into the mirror of the Lord. Yet we 
tend to turn away from that mirror because we do 
not want to see the spiritual image of what we truly 
are. This psalm takes away the veil we try to hide 
behind in our daily lives by showing and explaining 
how important it is for us to reconcile ourselves to 
the divine and perfect will of the Lord. 
 

As we age and become more spiritually mature we 
should look back on our younger self and come to 
terms with our mistakes and learn from them. As 
we grow older we should keep with us a certain 
amount of wisdom that has been gained through 
the years if for no other reason just because we 
have lived fifty, sixty, seventy or eighty years. And 
with each passing year our fear of looking in the 
mirror of the Lord should become less and less. 
For some, the fear of looking in the mirror of the 
Lord will always be uncomfortable for us because 
we do not want to change. 
 

My grandmother used to always say “that if you 
cannot be honest with yourself, how could you be 
honest with anyone else?” When we are with the 
Lord he does not give us a choice to be anything 
but honest with him and what we see in the mirror 
that he holds up for us.      
                                           (Continued on next page) 



 

       ATTENDANCE PRIZE  
 

Congratulations to Charlie Heinrich who 

won the attendance prize of $50 at the June 

Meeting.  If less than 25 members attend 

the meeting, the prize will be $25.  If there 

are 25 or more members the prize will be 

$50.  If no member is present after the 3rd name is 

drawn, there will be no progression to a higher amount 

the next month.  The attendance prize drawing is held at 

the conclusion of the meeting.  

Assistant Chaplain’s Message (continued) 

 

Time is always on the side of the Lord and this is an  
important fact that we, as his children, fail to grasp time 
and again. Eventually we all must face the mirror of the 
Lord to look at and accept what is staring back at us.  
Some of us will experience that eventuality before we 
leave this earth. And some of us will not experience the 
piercing gaze of the Lord and his mirror until we die. 
Whether alive or dead, we can never escape the reflection of 
our own sinful stare when the mirror of the Lord is held in 
front of us. Many of us try to avoid the painful and sinful 
stare of our own reflection for as long as we can. Inevitably we 
come face to face with who and what we are in this life 
and nothing can prevent that occurrence from happening. 
 
All of our words, thoughts and actions are in full view for 
us to see in the mirror of the Lord. What we have done, 
what we have said is laid bare for us to see the type of 
life we have maintained in this world. Imagine if you will 
looking at the most grotesque thing one can think of in 
this world. Multiply our sinfulness by a thousand times 
and that is what we are viewing when the Lord holds up 
his mirror. 
 
And yet, the Lord continues to set the example for us to 
follow for kindness, patience, love and forgiveness  
despite how we treat him and each other. There is never 
a time when the Lord turns away from us because we 
show him our true thoughts, feelings and emotions. If 
someone were to show us how they truly felt about us in 
a negative light once, we would wash our hands clean of 
them from that point forward. 
 
We would not allow that person to stay around us for 
them to show us their true feelings towards us again. Yet 
this is what happens each time we go against the divine 
and perfect will of the Lord. We show him our true self 
and he continues to allow us access to his Sacred Heart.  
 
The Lord gives to us kindness that we would not give to 
others, showing patience to us that we would not show to 
others, allowing us mercy with second chances that we 
would never give to someone else. What more must the 
Lord do for us to understand how and why we need to 
follow his examples if we are to find a place close to him 
in this life? 

 

 Council Officers meeting is July 7 
 

Council meeting is July 12 
 

          Northside Columbus Club meeting  
                   Wednesday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

            Workday is Saturday, July 17 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Richard Pavlas, Knight of the month for May. 

 
 Bruce and Jan Marek, Family of the month for May. 

The Holy Father’s Intentions for the Month of July 

Social Friendship — We pray that, in social, economic 
and political situations of conflict, we may be courageous and 
passionate architects of dialogue and friendship.  
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Northside Columbus Club 
Meeting Place of Bishop Odin Council 2917 
 

Congratulations to the new Board members for the NSCC 
that were nominated and placed into service at the NSCC 
meeting on June 14th. The Board members who were 
elected to serve for a three year term were: Paul Heidbreder, 
Floyd Rekieta, Edward Ruhnke, and David Cornelius. Larry 
Tobias has joined the Board to fulfill the remaining two  
year term position due to the resignation of Brian Kubiak.  
Continuing on with the remainder of their 3 year terms are: 
Nick Navarro, Bennie Bronikowski, Kenneth Bollom,  
JJ Limas, Greg Okonski, David Roe, and Robert Miller. 
 
The officers elected to serve the July 1, 2021– June 30, 2022 
term were voted in at the NSCC Board meeting on June 16th. 
The new officers are President: Paul Heidbreder, Vice-
President: Nick Navarro, Secretary: Floyd Rekieta,  
Treasurer: Bennie Bronikowski. 
 
I personally want to think all of the volunteers that we had at 
our last workday on Saturday, June 19th. They are as follows: 
John Buck, Nick Navarro, Edward Ruhnke, Kenneth Bollom, 
David Cornelius, Roger Rodriguez, Jerry Gorney, and Paul 
Heidbreder. Our weekday ground workers that keep this 
property looking beautiful are: James Urbanovsky and  
Richard Pavlas, along with Don Christen, who keeps our 
equipment in running order. Also, thanks to Lydia Clifton 
and Irma Limas for cleaning the halls. 
 
It takes a team like those above to keep the NSCC running 
as a business that is a sought after venue for party and  
conference rentals. Thanks again to all of those that partici-
pated last Saturday. It could not be accomplished without 
you!!!   
 
Please consider joining our team.  We meet every 3rd  
Saturday of the month to keep our grounds and buildings in 
operating condition.  We can never have too many workers.   
 
In closing, I would like to sincerely thank Brother John Buck 
for his leadership of the NSCC all of these past years. He is 
truly one of the most dedicated men that I have ever seen, 
and he will make a fantastic Grand Knight. I know that I 
cannot fill his shoes as NSCC President, but I will certainly 
give it my all. 
 
Paul Heidbreder 
NSCC President 

 

Next work day is July 17 

Northside Columbus Club Bar Services 
Mike Goins, Secretary 
 

The NSCCBS Board will have elections for 3 members 
to serve on the Board.  These are all 2 year terms and 
are all working positions. Elections will be held  
on July 12. 
 

Please consider serving on this board. 

 

Program Director 
John Buck 
 

Summer Fling 2021 is scheduled with new a date for this 
year, September 18, 2021.  Texas Sound Check Band will 
be providing the music. The raffle tickets are $100 each, 
which gives entry for (2) to the dinner and dance and  
(1) raffle ticket for the main drawing of 23 prizes totaling 
$13,000 given away in bank gift cards. Remember that we 
only sell 350 tickets. Ed Okonski is distributing the raffle  
tickets.  Most of the raffle tickets have all been given to 
regular sellers, so if you need a raffle ticket, please  
contact Ed Okonski or one of the people on the list below. 
The people listed below have 10 or more raffle tickets:  
Ed Okinski, Eddie Okonski, III, Doris Henderson, John 
Buck, Clem Laskowski, Mark Demny, Charles Heinrich, 
Bennie Bronikowski, Harold Fenn, Floyd Rekieta,  
Anthony Gonzales and Cindy Giacona. Do not wait too 
long to get your raffle tickets, they are already selling fast.  
 
If you would like to make a donation to the mini raffle, please 
contact Larry Tobias, Bennie Bronikowski or John Buck.   
 
Please see the Summer Fling flyer for more information. 
We will also sell additional dinner and dance tickets at 
$10 per ticket.     

 

DOMINO RESULTS 
 

Moon Tournament Winners for May 31  
 

1st place:  Charlie Heinrich 
2nd place: Bennie Bronikowski 
3rd place:  Robert Jackowski 
 

Moon Tournament Winners for June 7 
 
1st place:  David Jozwiak 
2nd place: George Mendel 
3rd place:  Jerome Borski  
 

Next Moon Tournament is July 5 

Deadline for the August newsletter is July 16. 

NorthSide Columbus Club  
Floyd Rekieta, Secretary 
 

NSCC will hold a “special meeting” on July 12, 2021 at 
7 p.m. in Odin Hall to give their financial report to the 
NSCC Stockholders. 



 

    K of C Council 2917 
 

 Summer Fling 
 

Dinner, Dance & Raffle 
 

Saturday, September 18, 2021 
 

607 East Whitney Street 
Houston, Texas 

 
$13,000 given away in 23 prizes 

$100 donation per ticket - only 350 tickets will be sold 
Each ticket entitles admission for two to dinner & dance. 

 
 
 

1st Prize…..$5,000 
 2nd  Prize…. $1,000   13th  Prize….. $300 

   3rd  Prize…. $1,000   14th  Prize….. $200 
   4th  Prize…. $   500   15th  Prize….. $200 
   5th  Prize…. $  500   16th  Prize….. $200 
   6th  Prize…. $  500   17th  Prize….. $200 
   7th  Prize…. $  500   18th  Prize….. $200 
   8th  Prize…. $  400   19th  Prize...... $200 
   9th  Prize.... $  400   20th  Prize….. $200 
   10th Prize…. $  300    21st  Prize….. $200 
   11th Prize…. $  300    22nd  Prize….. $200 
   12th Prize…. $  300    23rd  Prize….. $200 

 
 

All prizes paid in Bank Cash Gift Cards - Winner responsible for all taxes 

  
Music will be provided by the  

 

 

Texas Sound  

CHECK Band 
 
 
 

Additional dinner tickets are available for $10.00 each 
and additional dance tickets are available for $10.00 each 

 

Doors open at 4:00 p.m. 
Dinner will be served from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 

Dance is from 7:00 to 11:00 p.m. 
 

To purchase a $100 ticket, please call Brother Ed Okonski @ 281-433-6835. 



Please contact Brother Floyd Supercinski, Chancellor, at 
713-861-6725 if you would like to add anyone or have the 
name remain on our prayer list.  You can always read 
the prayer list on our website as well. 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed 

 

Please pray for our sick: 
 

 Brother Benny Okruhlik 

 Betty Gilbert, daughter of Brother Charlie & Barbara Brossman. 

(Recovering from quadruple bi-pass surgery.) 

 Randy Tardy, son-in law of Brother Charlie & Barbara Brossman. 

(On waiting list for a liver transplant.) 

 Terry Reyes and family 

 Katelyn Dempsey, granddaughter of Brother Antone Wagner 

 Rick Wright, brother-in-law of Brother Floyd & Sandra Rekieta 

 

 
IN MEMORIAM 
 

Brother Knight James Nels (Jim) Hansen, beloved husband 

and father, died peacefully on May 26, 2021. Jim was born at 
home on December 27, 1933, to Clarence Henry and Catherine 
O’Mara in Bemus Point, New York. Surviving are his wife of 66 
years, Lora Radack Hansen and children Cynthia (Cindy) Messina 
and husband Joe, Steven Hansen (Annetta), and Robert (Bob) 
Hansen. Grandchildren are Joseph Messina Jr (Micheli), James 
Messina, Steven Hansen Jr (Lori), Michael Hansen (Brittany), 
Robert Hansen II (Mandy) and Brittany Humbird (Travis) and 14 
great grandchildren. His graduation from Bemus Point High School 
in 1951 led to 2 years at St. Bonaventure University, then to the 
U.S. Air Force. Jim and Lora married May 7, 1955 after his basic 
training. His service ended with them at Randolph AFB in San 
Antonio, Texas. Going back to New York, he became an industrial 
bearing company representative and was sent to Houston in 1960. 
He travelled parts of Texas and Louisiana until he retired in 1998. 
Jim was a life member of the Knights of Columbus Council 2917. 
He was an active bowler on the Knights of Columbus Council 2917 
bowling league for many years. Jim was predeceased by his  
parents and two sisters: Maureen Dewyne and Beverly O’Neil.  
 
May God have mercy on the soul of Jim and grant him eternal rest.  
Please remember Jim and his family in your prayers. 

 
Names on our “Sick Prayer List" will appear in our newsletter for  
3 months, after which they will be removed unless notification is 
received to have the name remain.  

 

 

 
 

 

Especially:  
 

Tyler Kubiak, serving in the U.S. Navy. Tyler is the son 
of Brother Michael Kubiak and grandson of Brother 
Dennis and Birdie Kubiak. 
 
 

Noah Clark, U.S. Army Drone Program, grandson 
of Brother Alvin and Bobbie Clark. 
 

Shawn Hrncir, son of Brother Bob Hrncir. 
 

If anyone has a relative in the military and would like his/her 

name added to our prayer list, please submit the name and 

branch of service to kbroniko@hotmail.com 

 

Austin Clark, grandson of Brother Alvin and Bobbie 
Clark, has served his 4 years with the U.S. Marines 
and is now a civilian.  Thank you Austin for your 
service to our country! 

Pro-Life Program Director 
Floyd Supercinski 
 

The public is invited to join our Brother Knights   
and their families as they pray the Rosary to end  
abortion.  Our next rosary is July 26 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Thank you to the Ladies Auxiliary for providing refreshments for 
the June Rosary. 
 

Join the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants on 
 

Saturday, July 17 — 8:10 a.m. Mass at  
Holy Ghost Church, 6921 Chetwood 

 

Followed by a Rosary at Planned Parenthood 5800 Bellaire Blvd. 
 

Remember to adhere to Archdiocesan Guidelines for 
presence at an abortion clinic 

 

For more information contact Vicky Whynott 832-875-5126  
 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life 

Mark A. Diaz July 1 

Alfred J. Moore July 1 

John C. Roffall July 1 

John E. Jankowski July 2 

Stanley C.  Bordovsky July 3 

Jimmie B. Kainer July 6 

Marion A. Tomczak July 6 

Carter O. Rodarte July 8 

Kenneth G. Borski July 11 

Paul Martinez July 11 

Chadwick W. Owens July 13 

Marion J. Kuharski July 14 

Michael E. Fisher July 15 

Leonard Kasowski July 17 

Blake Pellerin July 17 

Robert R. Castillo July 18 

Rodney J. Borski July 19 

Sam C. Kwiatkowski July 24 

Gregory D. Berens July 26 

Jerome Gorney July 26 

Kenneth A. Kainer July 27 

Jose J. Limas July 30 

Richard L. Pavlas July 31 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life


LADIES AUXILIARY 

Lydia Clifton, President 
 

Greetings Sisters in Christ!  
 
What a wonderful month July is when we celebrate our nation’s 
birthday. Life around us is becoming normal once again and we 
are able to celebrate with our families and friends more and more. 
 
On the subject of celebrations, Summer Fling will be held on  
Saturday Sept. 18, 2021. If you have not bought your tickets yet, be 
sure to speak with one of our Knights. We are asking for each 
Auxiliary member to bring two desserts a piece to sell at our  
dessert booth. Desserts may be brought in on Friday, Sept. 17,  
during bingo or early on Saturday before Summer Fling commences. 
We will also need ladies to cut, and package the desserts before 
we sell them as well as volunteer to sell the items in the dessert 
booth. Be sure to sign up to help out. This is the first of two fund-
raisers that we have each year, so let’s come together and make 
this a success! 
 

The next Ladies Auxiliary meeting will be held on Monday July 12th. 
The meal will be served starting at 6:00 p.m. and our meeting will 
begin at 7:00 p.m. If you have any ideas on how to increase our 
attendance and/or recruit more members to our auxiliary, please 
plan on sharing these ideas at our July meeting. Ladies bringing 
desserts for the meeting are: Dorothy Urbanovsky, Dora Rivera 
and Anna Garcia. 
 

St. Benedict of Nursia was born into a wealthy family around 
480 A.D.  After studying in Rome, unnerved by worldly 
events of the time and watching fellow students fritter their lives 
away, he fled the city for life as a hermit. However, this was not 
his calling. After years of prayer Benedict’s holiness became 
well-known and monks came to seek his guidance.  Though 
he warned the monks he would be too strict they attempted 
to poison him while under his tutelage.  Benedict prayed 
over the cup of poison and it shattered.  
 
In Christian tradition, the Benedictine cross is one of the Church’s 
most powerful signs of divine protection. It was created in the mid 
600’s as a symbol of the spiritual truths that enabled St. 
Benedict and his many followers to resist evil and do good.  
 

St. Benedict protects us from evil and his feast day is July 11 
https://mysaintmyhero.com/blog 
 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary  

 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar 

 

July 4 Happy Independence Day! 

July 5 Domino Tournament 

July 7 Council Officers’ Meeting 

July 9 BINGO 

July 12 Council Meal at 6 p.m./meeting at 7 p.m. 

July 12 Ladies Auxiliary Meeting, meal at 6 p.m. 

July 16 BINGO 

July 17 Council Work Day 

July 21 Northside Columbus Club meeting 

July 23 BINGO 

July 26 Pro-Life Rosary (Catholic Daughters) 

July 30  BINGO 

Aug. 2 Domino Tournament 

Aug. 4 Council Officers’ Meeting 

Aug. 6  BINGO 

Aug. 9 Council Meal at 6 p.m./meeting at 7 p.m. 

Aug. 13 BINGO 

Aug. 18 Northside Columbus Club meeting 

Aug. 20 BINGO 

Aug. 21 Council Work Day 

Aug. 23 Pro-Life Rosary (Knights)  

Aug. 27 BINGO 

Aug. 30 Domino Tournament (5th Monday) 

       

                CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS  

            OF THE AMERICAS 
 
 

            We do not meet in July or August 
             Our next meeting will be Sept. 7 

 

There will be a light dinner provided during the  
social time at 6:30 p.m.  

Meeting will be at 7 p.m. 
 

 
If you are interested in the Catholic Daughters, please  

contact Pat Koteras at 713-864-4490. 
 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Join us on Friday, 
July 9  

 
 

Early Bird Bingo starts at 7:15 p.m.  

 and regular Bingo starts at 7:30. 

https://mysaintmyhero.com/blog
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters


Injured in an accident?  call: 
 

DeSIMONE LAW OFFICES 
4635 S.W. Freeway, Suite 850 

Houston, Texas   77027 
 

Phone:  713-526-0900       Fax:  713-526-8041  
 

rdesimone@desimonelawoffice.com 
www.DeSimoneLawoffice.com 

                                                                      Andy McClosky  
                                                                                    Manager  

                                                          a.mcclosky@parkerlumber.net   

Parker Lumber     
www.parkerlumber.net      

                                                                        713-694-6658   
  7103 Airline Dr.     fax  713-694-2682 
  Houston, TX  77076            cell 281-850-7650 

Wendy L. Prater 
 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
 

 Wills 

 Powers of Attorney 

 Probate 

 Family Law 

 Divorce 

 Child Support 

  Name Changes 
 

713-802-9171 
1919 North Loop West, Suite 490 

Houston, Texas  77008 

praterlaw@sbcglobal.net 
 

www.praterlaw.com 

SIR KNIGHT LEONARD P. KASOWSKI, CPA 
BROTHER KNIGHT JEFFREY P. KASOWSKI, EA 

INCOME TAX  ●  BOOKKEEPING ●  QUARTERLYS  ●  NOTARY 

INDIVIDUALS  ●  PARTERSHIPS  ●  CORPORATIONS ●  ESTATES 
 

2050 N. Loop West, Suite 115, Houston, TX  77018 
 (713) 868-8093  ● CELL (713) 206-1318 

 

 
 

 

Rental of Council 2917 facilities are 
available for Wedding Receptions,  
Company Events, Quinceanera’s, Birthday 
Parties, Christmas Parties, Graduation 
Celebrations, Funerals, etc. 
 
For details contact 
Lydia Clifton, hall manager   
713-694-2341. 

 

If you would like to advertise in this  

newsletter, please email Kathy Bronikowski 

kbroniko@hotmail.com 

713-681-9150 

 


