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Grand Knight’s Message  
John Buck 
 
 

Brother Knights,  
 
As we end the celebration of Jesus' birth, we now start preparing 
ourselves for Lent.  This year Ash Wednesday is March 2nd and 
Easter is April 17th. As we remember from our youth, we were 
taught to give up something as a sacrifice during Lent. When 
we grew older, receiving more disciplined religious education, 
we learned it is not so much as giving up something, but 
more giving of yourself. Much of this giving follows the 1st 
Principle of our Order—Charity. We have many groups asking 
for financial aid, but while we are searching for the meaning 
of a "Lenten sacrifice,"  financial aid is not always the answer, 
look at volunteering—giving of your time and talents. 
 
VOLUNTEERING—I have said many times, Council 2917 needs 
your help. Volunteer to be an officer, director, committee 
man or help in the daily operations of the council. As you start 
volunteering with your council, your volunteer time becomes a 
regular part of your life. Increasing your activities within the 
council will help you become a better and stronger knight and 
hopefully help others to become more active brother knights. 
Remember that your parish is always looking for volunteers too. 
 
FINANCIAL AID—Do not use your increased acts of volun-
teering to drop your financial aid to your council and parish. 
Please continue your financial aid while volunteering.  
 
Since the council is still short of several director positions, I will 
post the rest of my comments in the director section of the 
newsletter. Volunteer to be a director and you can have your 
article posted. This would be one way to stop from hearing 
and reading my views and opinions all the time. 
 
I feel that I need to mention this note in the Grand Knight's 
Message. Brothers and family members: as a council, we 
need to step up our efforts in the Pro-Life agenda. Each 
month we offer an opportunity for you to join us as a group in 
praying to our Holy Mother Mary, asking for her intervention in 
promoting life. Abortion is a major part of our pro-life program, 
but we need to remember that not only are we promoting the 
end of abortion, we are promoting a dignified and respectful 
way to live one's entire life—from conception till natural death.  
I have much more to add to this message, but I would like for 
us to have either a family, church or another director to keep 
us informed of promoting a dignified life from conception till 
death. We currently have about 20 people attending our 4th 
Monday Pro-Life Prayer Meeting. This equals about 5% of 
our knight membership, but we have more women attending 
than knights so that places us at about 2-3% of our member-
ship attending. This is an embarrassing number for such an 
easy program to be a faithful follower of our Catholic Church 
and Order.    

Assistant Chaplain’s Message  
Deacon Will Hunter 

 
Learn through Christ and Not From Man (Part 1) 

 
Each of us has a purpose in this world. Each one of us 
has a reason for the people we meet, the encounters we 
must face daily and the circumstances that surround our 
lives daily. The age old question of “why is this happening 
to me?” has always plagued us as the people of Christ. 
One person sustains misery in their life and it is unex-
plainable to the human mind, another person sustains 
prosperity and fortune in their life and no one seems to 
know why. 
 
Each gift that we receive from the Lord is a gift given to 
us with a specific purpose in mind. No one receives any-
thing from the Lord without there being a specific spiritual 
reason for that gift. Receiving gifts of any type from the 
Lord is designed to help us to learn from him and to learn 
his ways. Even in tragedy the Lord is bestowing his gifts on 
us, though at the time of the tragedy we may not think so. 
 
No matter what the circumstances are. We must learn 
from Christ and not expose ourselves to the venom of 
man who has no knowledge or understanding of the Lord 
that is not revealed by the Lord. For it is the Lord himself 
who designs who and when and what his gifts are to be 
given. There are times when those gifts given to us are 
revealed beforehand. There are times when those gifts 
are given to us and the divine and holy will of the Lord is 
revealed to us shortly thereafter. And of course there are 
times when gifts of the Lord are given to us and we never 
receive the revelation of the Lord’s purpose for those gifts. 
 
No matter what the time is, no matter what the purpose is, 
no matter what our opinion of the gift is, we should have a 
one track mind about the gift. Our thought process should 
always be, “Lord how can I use this gift to learn your ways 
and glorify your name.” Learning the ways of the Lord 
Christ Jesus is never easy.  
 
The ways of the Lord are difficult to understand and accept 
because the ways of the Lord are not the ways of humanity in 
all cases. It is only through acceptance of the perfect will 
of the Lord are we as his people able to understand that 
he has complete control of every word and action that 
takes place in our lives. Nothing about the divine will of 
the Lord is ever wrong or misguided. Everything about 
human understanding and human authority is flawed  
because we base our decisions on our own intellect and 
understanding which is limited.  



Financial Secretary’s Message 
Benny Okruhlik 

 
 

DUES 
 

The Bishop Odin Council Dues SECOND NOTICES 
have been mailed and should have been received by 
now.   It must be noted that it is possible for your 

check and the mailing of the notices to have met in the 
mails.  PLEASE DO NOT WAIT FOR ANOTHER 
NOTICE OR A TELEPHONE CALL.  MAKE 

YOUR REMITTANCE ASAP. The postage cost is 
very expensive and we have to expand two postage 
stamps to simply mail your notice followed by your 

member card upon receipt of your dues.  All extra 
notices are just an unnecessary added expense for 
your council. 

 

 Council Officers meeting is Feb. 2 
 

Council meeting is Feb. 14 
 

          Northside Columbus Club meeting  
                   Wednesday, Feb. 16 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

            Workday is Saturday, Feb. 19 

 
 

 
 
KC 2917 has started a KC recruitment drive at our three 
sister parishes:  Assumption , St Ambrose , and St. Rose of 
Lima. 
 

Contact information can be found in those church bulletins. 
Our goal is 28 new members. 
 

KC 2917 will host a 1st, 2nd and 3rd degree exemplification 
ceremony at Odin Hall in March or April to close out our 
2022 recruitment drive. 
 

Your sons, grandsons, nephews, etc. would make good  
Candidates. Please talk with them about joining. 
 

We are Catholic men who lead, serve, protect and defend. We 
share a desire to be better husbands, fathers, sons, neighbors 
and role models and to put charity and community first.  
 

We look forward to seeing many new members.  The only 
requirement to  remain a member in good standing  is to pay 
your $42.00 annual dues. 
 
Kenneth Bollom, DGK 
Recruitment Director 

BINGO 
 

During early 2021, Covid was wreaking a bad situation in 
what appears to be a world-wide pandemic.  Local officials 
were scrambling to make sense of the situation and protect 
the community from this virus.  As were most businesses in 
Houston, the North Side Columbus Club Hall was forced to 
close.  This is the location where Knights of Columbus 2917 
plays bingo.  With the closing of the hall, bingo had to be 
suspended at this hall. 
 
Knights of Columbus 2917 found the opportunity to move the 
license to another location and continue to play.  This oppor-
tunity resulted in a substantial amount of money for charity 
distribution. As a result, Knights of Columbus 2917 Bingo 
was happy to make the following charity contributions. 
 
Texas Knights of Columbus Charities $4,200.00 
PTSD Foundation for Camp Hope Veterans $5,000.00 
American Wheelchair Foundation (Knights of Columbus) $3,000.00 
Texas Special Olympics (Knights of Columbus) $3,000.00 
John B. Clark (Seminarian) $   500.00 
Dennengshy Mason (Seminarian) $   500.00 
Jacob Ramirez (Seminarian) $   500.00 
William Waters (Seminarian) $   500.00 
Brandon Badillo (Seminarian) $   500.00 
Keenan Annicchiarico  (Seminarian) $   500.00 
Assumption Catholic School Scholarship $2,100.00 
St Rose of Lima Catholic School Scholarship $2,100.00 
St Ambrose Catholic School Scholarship $2,100.00 
Assumption Church Food Pantry $1,500.00 
St Rose of Lima Church Food Pantry $1,500.00 
St Ambrose Church Food Pantry $1,500.00 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Dennis Roeder, Knight of the month for December. 

 

• Don and Mary Louise Eisterhold, Family of the month 
for December. 

 
 

 
 

 

Especially:  
 

Tyler Kubiak, serving in the U.S. Navy. Tyler is the son of 
Brother Michael Kubiak and grandson of Brother Dennis 
and Birdie Kubiak. 
 
 

Noah Clark, U.S. Army Drone Program, grandson of 
Brother Alvin and Bobbie Clark. 
 

Shawn Hrncir, son of Brother Bob Hrncir. 
 

If anyone has a relative in the military and would like his/her 

name added to our prayer list, please submit the name and 

branch of service to kbroniko@hotmail.com 



Northside Columbus Club 
Meeting Place of Bishop Odin Council 2917 
 

I want to thank the following volunteers that came out on 
work day in January: Kenneth Bollom, John Buck, Paul 
Heidbreder, Greg O'Konski, Floyd Rekieta, Roger Rodriguez, 
Dennis Roeder, Edward Ruhnke Jr., and James Urbanovsky. 
The weather was extremely cold and windy that day, so we 
avoided outside and worked inside. I also want to thank 
Richard Pavlas and James Urbanovsky for their weekday 
mowing of the property. Thanks to Don Christen for keeping 
our lawn equipment operating properly. 
 

At our February Council meeting the NSCC will be having a 
special meeting to allow time for the Arrows Rugby Club to 
make a presentation in regard to their organization and the 
proposed ground lease and purchase option which includes 
us selling the north six acres of our land to the Arrows Rugby 
Club. The proposal will be discussed in detail at the February 
Council meeting with a NSCC shareholder/member vote 
taking place in March to either approve or disapprove of 
the sale of the property to the Arrows Rugby Club. This is 
the time for your voice to be heard gentlemen. 
 

The next regular Board meeting of the NSCC will be on 
Wednesday, February 16th at 7:00 PM.       
 
Sincerely, 
Paul Heidbreder 
NSCC President   

 
  

               NEXT WORKDAY WILL BE  
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 19TH. 

Program Director 
 
40 CANS FOR 40 DAYS—I want to start preparing  
everyone for the "40 Cans for 40 Days" Lenten Food Drive 
for our parish food pantries. With the start of Lent, I will 
have the food collection box in the foyer of the hall, please 
contribute to this program. Please make a donation of 
40 packages of dried or canned food items to symbolize 
the 40 days that Jesus spent in the desert. When we 
make this sacrificial donation of 40 canned or dried food 
items, please do not use this as a pantry cleaning day, 
make it a true sacrifice, make new purchases or use 
items that you would be using to prepare your family 
meals. The items that are most needed are regular dai-
ly food items: canned goods—beans, peas, mixed veggies, 
soup, tomatoes, pasta sauce; dried food: beans, rice, 
pasta, flour, cereal; condiments: salt, pepper, sugar, 
mustard, ketchup. 
 
KNIGHTS FOR LIFE RAFFLE—our Galveston-Houston 
Archdiocesan Chapter of the Knights of Columbus is 
having a fundraising event to raise money for their Pro-Life 
Program. Council 2917 was initially given 50 raffle books 
to sell. As the great standards that Council 2917 has 
always lived by, we sold our 50 books plus almost 20 
more raffle books. The chapter was well pleased with the 
turn in of raffle stubs and money, and then with us asking 
for more raffle tickets to sell, they were overwhelmed.  
 
Great job Council 2917 members on purchasing these 
raffle tickets and promoting the Knights of Columbus 
Pro-Life Program! 
 
John Buck, Acting Program Director  

 

We are still in need of a 
Program and  

Family Director. 
Please consider donating 
your time and ideas to one 

of these positions! 

    

ANNUAL SURVEY REPORT 
 

The 2021 annual survey of individual fraternal activity was completed 
at the January general meeting.  Here are the totals: 
 

Caring for the sick at nursing homes 
and hospitals   261 hours  
Visits of condolence    353 hours 
Blood donors          20 hours 
Church activities    949 hours 
Community activities    476 hours  
Youth activities          34 hours 
Culture of life activities           55 hours  
VA visitation    200 hours  
Food for families    161 hours  
Miscellaneous activities such as working at 
KC bingo and monthly Saturday work days             4,509 hours 
Caring for sick and disabled KC members 
and their families     740 hours   
 

Grand total of volunteer hours                             7,758 hours 
 

Service hours were down this year due to Covid. 
 

Thanks especially to all volunteers who contributed to the hours at the 
KC 2917 grounds. This keeps our council running smoothly at minimum 
expense. 
 

Volunteering is one of the most rewarding aspects of being a KC member. 
We look forward to seeing some new volunteers in 2022. 



 

Please pray for our sick: 
 

• Brother Philip Wagner 

• Brother Joe Pavlik 

• Brother Benny Okruhlik 

• Lydia Clifton, President of Ladies Auxiliary 

• Carmen Buck, mother of GK Brother John Buck 

• Robin Bronikowski, wife of Brother Johnny 

• Jerome Borski     
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 
Brother Knight Harold James Fenn, born Dec. 28, 1948 in 
Houston, TX to Boyd and Lydia Fenn, died Jan. 7, 2022 in Trinity, TX.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, Boyd and Lydia Fenn 
and his grandson, Travis Fenn. He is survived by his loving wife, 
Linda Fenn; his children: Todd Fenn and wife, Heidi: Brad Fenn 
and wife, April; Craig Hatton and wife, Michelle; Tracy Green; 
Brandon Hatton and wife, Lisa; grandchildren: Todd Fenn, Jr.; 
Thomas Fenn; Destiny Astorga and husband, Erik; James 
Green; Loron Green; Trinity Hatton; Shelby Hatton; Shay Canada; 
Blake Canada; Tyler Canada; Alexandra Diaz, and Braden Diaz;  
great-grandchild, Violet Astorga; his sisters, Pat Koteras and  
husband, Gilbert, and Mary Farmer and husband, John; and his 
brother, Mike Fenn and wife, Barbara. Harold proudly served his 
country in the Army National Guard from 1968 –1974.  Harold 
was also an active Third Degree member of Knights of Columbus, 
Council 2917. After graduating from Jeff Davis High School, Har-
old moved to Schulenburg, TX where he resided until the early 
1980s and eventually moved back to Houston. He was an avid 
bowler and participated in countless cookoffs and charity 
events.  Harold spent most of his working career in oil and gas, 
having worked at Houston Digital Instruments for over 30 years, 
retiring in 2019.   
 
May God have mercy on Harold’s soul and grant him eternal rest.  
Please remember Harold and his family in your prayers 
 
Names on our “Sick Prayer List" will appear in our newsletter for 
3 months, after which they will be removed unless notification is 
received to have the name remain.  

Please contact Brother Floyd Supercinski, Chancellor, at 
713-861-6725 if you would like to add anyone or have 
the name remain on our prayer list.  You can always 
read the prayer list on our website as well. 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed 

The Holy Father’s Intentions for  the  
Month of  February 

 

 

For religious sisters and consecrated 
women— 
 

We pray for religious sisters and consecrated  
women; thanking them for their mission and 
their courage; may they continue to find new 
responses to the challenges of  our times. 

James E. Urbanovsky Feb. 2 

James A. Giacona Feb. 3 

Deacon Edward B. Herrera Feb. 3 

Guillermo G. Andrado Feb. 5 

James D. McClosky Feb. 5 

John A. Galla Feb. 7 

Ernest Ramirez Feb. 10 

Gene B. Okonski Feb. 12 

Bruce W. Buss, Sr. Feb. 13 

Dennis J. Kallus Feb. 14 

William P. Kerley Feb. 17 

Michael Hart Feb. 19 

Hector A. Rosales Feb. 19 

Charles A. Brossman Feb. 20 

John W. Mueller Feb. 20 

Michael E. Goins Feb. 27 

Tommy J. Yanowski Feb. 28 

Pro-Life Program Director 
Floyd Supercinski 
 

The public is invited to join our Brother  
Knights and their families as they pray the  
Rosary to end abortion.   
 
Thank you to the Brother Knights for providing refreshments 
for the January Rosary. 
 

Our next Rosary is February 28 at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Brother Knights please mark your calendar for this event and 
invite your family and friends to come and pray for an end to 
abortion. 
 

Join the Helpers of God’s Precious Infants on 
 
 

Saturday, Feb. 19 - 8:30 a.m. Mass at  
Christ the Good Shepherd, 188511 Klein Church Rd. in Spring 

 
Followed by Rosary at Planned parenthood Clinic,  

4747 Louetta 
 

Remember to adhere to Archdiocesan Guidelines for 
presence at an abortion clinic 

 

 

For more information contact Vicky Whynott 832-875-5126  
 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life


LADIES AUXILIARY 

Lydia Clifton, President 

 
Ladies, 
 
Our March meeting will be a very important meeting.  
We will need to discuss if we want to continue with our  
organization or dissolve it.  Our attendance at the  
meetings has been very low and we are in need of new 
members. If we continue, we will need to have elections. 
 
Wanda Kainer’s name was drawn for the attendance 
prize.  Since she was not present the prize will be $40 
at the March meeting. 
 
Dora and Kathy volunteered to bring desserts for the 
March meeting. 
 

Our next meeting will be March 14.  
 
Thank you to the following ladies who helped in the kitchen 
in December:  Dorothy Urbanovsky, Earline Okruhlik, Gloria 
Gutierrez, Cecelia Piwetz, Kathy & Bennie Bronikowski. 
 

Thank you to the following ladies who provided dessert 
for December:  Dorothy Urbanovsky, Earline Okruhlik,  
Gloria Gutierrez, Angie Heinrich, Cecelia Piwetz, Kathy 
Palasota, Bobbie Clark, Kathy Bronikowski. 
 

 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary  

 
 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar 

Feb. 3 Council Officers’ Meeting 

Feb. 4 BINGO 

Feb. 7 Domino Tournament 

Feb. 11 BINGO 

Feb. 14 Council Meal at 6 p.m./meeting at 7 p.m. 

Feb. 14 Valentine’s Day  

Feb. 16 Northside Columbus Club Meeting 

Feb. 18 BINGO 

Feb. 19 Council Work Day 

Feb. 25 BINGO 

Feb. 28 Pro-Life Rosary (Ladies) 

Mar. 2 Council Officers’ Meeting 

Mar. 2 Ash Wednesday—Lent begins 

Mar. 4 BINGO 

Mar. 7 Domino Tournament 

Mar. 11 BINGO 

Mar. 14 Council Meal at 6 p.m./Meeting at 7 p.m. 

Mar. 14 Ladies Auxiliary Meal 6 p.m./Meeting 7 p.m. 

Mar. 16 Northside Columbus Club Meeting 

Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Day 

Mar. 18 BINGO 

Mar. 19 St. Joseph’s Feast Day 

Mar. 19 Council Work Day 

Mar. 25 BINGO 

Mar. 28 Pro-Life Rosary/Meeting  

Deadline for the March newsletter is  
February 16. 

       

                 CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 
               OF THE AMERICAS 

                     

Next meeting is Tuesday, Feb. 1 
 

    Social at 6:30 p.m. / Meeting at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

If you would like information on joining the  
 

Catholic Daughters, please contact  
 

Pat Koteras 713-864-4490 / 713-854-2321 
 

 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters 

 

DOMINO RESULTS 
 

 

Moon Tournament Winners for Jan. 3  
 

1st Place:          Robert Jackowski 
2nd Place Tie:  Marion & Tony Lewandowski 
 

Next Moon Tournament is Feb. 7 

 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters


Injured in an accident?  call: 
 

DeSIMONE LAW OFFICES 
4635 S.W. Freeway, Suite 850 

Houston, Texas   77027 
 

Phone:  713-526-0900       Fax:  713-526-8041  
 

rdesimone@desimonelawoffice.com 
www.DeSimoneLawoffice.com 

                                                                      Andy McClosky  
                                                                                    Manager  
                                                          a.mcclosky@parkerlumber.net   

Parker Lumber     
www.parkerlumber.net      

                                                                        713-694-6658   
  7103 Airline Dr.     fax  713-694-2682 
  Houston, TX  77076            cell 281-850-7650 

Wendy L. Prater 
 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
 

• Wills 

• Powers of Attorney 

• Probate 

• Family Law 

• Divorce 

• Child Support 

•  Name Changes 
 

713-802-9171 
1919 North Loop West, Suite 490 

Houston, Texas  77008 
praterlaw@sbcglobal.net 

 

www.praterlaw.com 

SIR KNIGHT LEONARD P. KASOWSKI, CPA 
BROTHER KNIGHT JEFFREY P. KASOWSKI, EA 

INCOME TAX  ●  BOOKKEEPING ●  QUARTERLYS  ●  NOTARY 

INDIVIDUALS  ●  PARTERSHIPS  ●  CORPORATIONS ●  ESTATES 
 

2050 N. Loop West, Suite 115, Houston, TX  77018 
 (713) 868-8093  ● CELL (713) 206-1318 

 
 
 

 

Rental of Council 2917 facilities are 
available for Wedding Receptions,  
Company Events, Quinceanera’s, Birthday 
Parties, Christmas Parties, Graduation 
Celebrations, Funerals, etc. 
 
For details contact 
Lydia Clifton, hall manager   
713-694-2341. 

 

If you would like to advertise in this  
newsletter, please email Kathy Bronikowski 

kbroniko@hotmail.com 

713-681-9150 

 


