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Grand Knight’s Message  
John Buck 
 

 

Brothers,  
 

By the time that you read this message, we will have already held 
our Annual Memorial Mass and Program. We lost 6 Council 2917 
Brothers this year—Danny Naskey, Harold Fenn, Robert Braun, 
Ismael Jalamo, Michael Nowak and Edward Okonski, Sr. This is 
about half of our average loss for a year. 
 

We are about to end the calendar year and then start the 2nd half 
of our council fiscal year. To close our year, we will have one last 
event on December 11th, the Annual Council 2917 Adult Christmas 
Party and Awards Celebration to honor our Council 2917 Knight 
and Family of the Year. The announcement will be made at the party. 
Please see the flyer for party information. Remember that this year 
we are charging $5 per person for council members, which includes 
a 50/50 drawing and $10 per person for non-members, with no  
participation in the 50/50 drawing. Please purchase your ticket by 
December 7. 
 

We are now in the Advent season.  This is a time of preparation 
that directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second coming at the 
end of time and to the anniversary of Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. 
We need to remember these 2 slogans,  "The Reason for the Season" 
and "Keep Christ in Christmas." Brothers, we were all taught stories 
of Jesus' birth, a couple of them being—Mary and Joseph searching 
for a place to rest; the cow bowing to kneel at Jesus' crib and the 
guiding star. There are many ways to interpret these stories. My 
basic interpretation is: as Mary and Joseph searched for a place to 
rest—charity was given to them and the cow bending his knee—even 
the lowly cow knew he was in the presence of future holiness and 
the star—the star is our church, guiding and teaching us. As we 
move closer to Christmas day, remember to attend Mass and give 
thanks and praise to our Lord, who comes to us in human form as the 
infant Jesus.  
 
We will all be attending many different social events during this month 
ahead and I would like for you to think about how, even unknowingly, 
you can practice the 3 Principles of our Order—Charity, Unity and 
Fraternity. Some examples are: Charity, just that little smile and 
thank you to the over-worked and tired store clerk; Unity, attending 
church services, at every gathering of Catholics we strengthen our 
church, even inviting someone to attend Mass with you; Fraternity, 
joining your brother knights in prayer, social or work. Now that we 
know how we can practice the 3 Principles of our Order, even  
unknowingly, let us try to advance our practices knowingly. With you 
practicing the use of these principles in your daily life, this would be the 
perfect gift to Jesus, the Infant and our Order's founder, "the 
Blessed Michael J McGivney, priest and founder of the Knights of 
Columbus." 
 
As we move into this season of giving and all are happy, let us 
place our grievances aside and think about why we cannot be like 
this year round. Brothers, place this act of being happier year round 
on your new year's resolution list. 
 
To each and every member of our Council 2917 family, I wish 
you a very Merry Christmas!   

Assistant Chaplain’s Message  
Deacon Will Hunter 

 

 TO OFFER YOUR HEART’S DESIRES  
 

What must it be like to offer to the Lord the desires of the 
heart? How is it possible to offer to the Lord that which he has 
given to us without the emotional, mental, psychological and 
spiritual scars that come from such an offering? Our 
Mother Mary gave us the blue print to this question when 
she was given the desire of her heart in the form of our 
Lord Christ Jesus. To offer any gift that has been given 
to us by the Lord requires us to sacrifice and suffer. 
 
To endure emotional heartache, mental pain, spiritual 
and physical suffering that can only be healed by the 
Lord. Mary knew from the moment of the birth of her 
child that she would suffer emotional, mental, religious 
and spiritual pain. She had to sacrifice much to keep the 
baby Jesus alive from those who wanted to harm him. 
 
She had to suffer much when those who would seek to 
harm him finally took possession of him and tortured 
him. Through all of this, Mary remained steadfast in her 
desire to serve the Lord and to make sure that she 
stayed close to the healing hands of the Lord. Imagine if 
you will, as a parent you are asked to offer your child for 
the sins of others. What would your reaction be? How 
would you handle knowing that at some point in your 
relationship with your child, you will have to watch and 
endure the sights and sounds of your child being tortured 
in front of your eyes. This is what Mother Mary had to 
endure for the salvation of all of us. 
 
Her son had to die and rise from the dead in order for us 
to have eternal life. How difficult that must have been for 
Mary to watch the son she loved so much, suffer and die 
for the sins of the world? Would any of us be willing to 
offer the Lord such a gift in order to save the world? It is 
difficult for us to have a bad day without asking the Lord 
to save us from poor decisions and bad judgments. We, 
as the children of the Lord, never want to suffer ourselves 
and we certainly are not willing to put at risk the family 
and friends that we care for so deeply in order to serve 
the divine and perfect will of the Lord.  
 
Yet Mary, in all of her wisdom, was in constant prayer to 
the Lord preparing herself for what she knew was coming 
for her and her child. Mary prayed daily and cherished 
each moment she was given with her child knowing that 
he would be led to the cross like a lamb to the slaughter. 
Daily Mary made sure to humble herself in the presence 
of the Lord in heart, mind, body and spirit so that she 
would willingly follow the divine will of the Lord. This is 
the example Mary set for us to follow as children of the 
one true living God. Prepare ourselves daily through 
prayer and sacrifice to desire the divine will of the Lord. 
 
 



Assistant Chaplain’s Message (continued) 
Deacon Will Hunter 
 
Mary listened to the voice of the Lord from the moment she 
was chosen by the Lord to conceive a child that would be ut-
terly holy. There was no day that Mary was not seeking the 
voice of the Lord to guide her in her decision making. There 
was no day that Mary did not seek the advice of the Lord so 
that she would be as ready to make her sacrifice as her son 
was to make his. Mary showed great patience in waiting on 
the Lord to deliver her from her visions of watching her child 
die on the cross. 
 
Mary showed greater patience in accepting the divine will of 
the Lord and not looking at it as punishment for something that 
she had done wrong. Patience is what is required from each of 
us if we are to fulfill the divine will of the Lord in our lives. We 
must be willing to go places we do not want to go. We must 
accept situations and circumstances that we do not under-
stand. We must give to the Lord that which we do not want to 
part with in order to glorify his sacred name. How is it possible 
for us to enter the kingdom of the Lord if we are not willing to 
part with those gifts, he has given us while here on earth?  
 
We must look at the way Mother Mary took sacrifice and  
suffering and turned those heartaches into glory and triumph in 
the name of the Lord. It is important for us to look at the way 
Mother Mary walked with the Lord in the darkest hours of her 
life without complaining or accusing the Lord of abandonment. 
Darkness surrounded Mother Mary throughout her journey 
with her son Jesus, yet she did not complain or accuse the 
Lord of leaving her in her time of fear and uncertainty. 
 
No, during those times she drew closer to the Lord by praying 
for his divine will to be done. Her desire to glorify the name of 
the Lord was stronger than her fear of sacrifice and suffering. 
Her desire to serve the Lord was stronger than her selfishness 
to give back to the Lord that which was given to her. We must 
also carry that same strength of spirit to fulfill the divine will of 
the Lord and to glorify his holy name. We must put aside our 
personal fears, anxieties and desires and serve the Lord as 
Mary did with fearlessness and patience and spiritual grace. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Nick Navarro, Knight of the month for October. 
 

• Felipe and Maria Ramirez, Family of the month for October. 

 
 

 
 

 

Especially:  
 

Tyler Kubiak, serving in the U.S. Navy. Tyler is the son of 
Brother Michael Kubiak and grandson of Brother Dennis 
and Birdie Kubiak. 
 
 

Noah Clark, U.S. Army Drone Program, grandson of 
Brother Alvin and Bobbie Clark. 
 

Shawn Hrncir, son of Brother Bob Hrncir. 
 

If anyone has a relative in the military and would like his/her 

name added to our prayer list, please submit the name and 

branch of service to kbroniko@hotmail.com 

The Holy Father’s Intentions for  December  
 

 

For volunteer not-for-profit organizations— 
 

We pray that volunteer non-profit organizations  
committed to human development find people  
dedicated to the common good and ceaselessly seek 
out new paths to international cooperation. 

Financial Secretary 
Benny Okruhlik 
 

The Supreme Bylaws mandate that the Financial Secretary 
send bills for dues to all Associate and Honorary members 
during the month of December for the following year.  The 
Financial Secretary will be mailing dues notices about the 
middle of December 2022 requesting payment for the year 
2023.  If dues are not received by the end of January 2023, 
the FS is required to send a Second Notice in February.  
Dues not Received by March 1, 2023 will be deemed  
delinquent and the member will be denied attendance to 
meetings or Council functions until the member renders 
his dues. 
 

Members must also be aware of the Affiliated Member 
Initiative (AMI) rule. The AMI program provides that when 
a member becomes delinquent, the Council will submit 
such members for the AMI membership.  These members 
will become members of the Supreme Council and not 
Bishop Odin Council 2917.  They will be issued AMI Member 
cards and such member cards will allow the member to 
attend any Council meeting but without voting privileges.   
Please remit your dues timely so we do not have to place 
you into the AMI program. 
 

Keep the Christ Child in Christmas, have a very Merry 
Christmas and may each of you have a very prosperous 
and healthy 2023.  As you make resolutions, consider 
attending a meeting and finding out how satisfying it can 
be to practice Charity, Unity and Fraternity.  You may even 
discover and make new friends.  PLEASE COME JOIN 
OUR PARTY! 

 

 Council Officers meeting is Dec. 7 
 

Council meeting is Dec. 12 
 

          Northside Columbus Club meeting  
                   Wednesday, Dec. 21 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

            Workday is Saturday, Dec. 17 



Northside Columbus Club 
Meeting Place of Bishop Odin Council 2917 
 

I want to thank the following men that came out to help on 

our November workday: John Buck, Bennie Bronikowski, 

Jose Dominguez, Jerry Gorney, Paul Heidbreder, Nick 

Navarro, Greg Okonski, Roger Rodriguez, Dennis Roeder, 

Edward Ruhnke Jr., and Larry Tobias. The weather was 

horrible that day, so we dedicated the day to inside work, 

and we accomplished everything on our list. As usual, I 

want to thank Don Christen for keeping all of our lawn 

equipment running smoothly, and a special thanks to Don 

for donating a push mower to the NSCC for us to use 

around the hall grounds. The donation is greatly appreciated. 
 

We have several dates in December where we will need 

some help parking cars. If you can volunteer any of these 

days, please contact Paul Heidbreder by text message or 

email. Friday, December 2nd, we will need two parking 

helpers for the Toys for Tots dance at Roemer Hall. The 

hours for parking will be 5:30 PM to 7:00 PM. The next 

date will be the Kid's Meals/McDonalds Christmas Party on 

Wednesday, December 7th. I will need about 8 parking 

attendants on this day (4 per 2.5-hour shift). The last date 

will be on Friday, December 16th for the Marek Brothers 

Company Christmas Party. Again, I will need about 8 parking 

lot attendants for this day also.  
 
The next NSCC board meeting will be on Wednesday,  
December 21st, at 7:00 PM in the pub. 
 
Paul Heidbreder, NSCC President 
 
 
 
 

      NEXT WORKDAY WILL BE 
 

    Saturday, December 17 
       starting at 7:30 a.m. 

Council 2917 Friday night bingo  
recently made a donation of $1,600 to 

each of our council parish schools. 

Brother Knight 
Felipe Ramirez  
presents a check to 
John Bates, Principal  
of Assumption School 
and Brother Knight of 
Council 2917. 
 

Brother Knight 
David Roe  presents 
a check to Kahn 
Pham, Principal of 
St. Ambrose School. 

Brother Knight Paul Heidbreder presents a check to  
Bernadette Drabek, Principal of St. Rose of Lima School. 

Deadline for the January newsletter 
is December 16. 

The Galveston-Houston Chapter Knights of  
Columbus is sponsoring a Knights for Life Raffle 
 

Donation: $5 per ticket or $20 for 5 tickets 
 

(Winner need not be present to win) 
 

Drawing will be held on Friday, Feb 3, 2023  
at Clergy Appreciation Night, Bayou City Event Center 

 
1st Prize - $5,000  2nd Prize - $2,000 
3rd Prize - $1000  4th Prize  - $1000  
5th Prize - $500 6th Prize  - $500  

 
All prizes are paid in Visa Gift Cards 

 
      Profit from the raffle will go towards funding pro-life activities. 
 

To purchase raffle tickets, please contact John Buck. 

 

DOMINO RESULTS 
 

Moon Tournament Winners for Nov. 7 
 

1st Place:   Mike Jozwiak 
2nd Place:  Robert Jackowski 
 

 

Next Moon Tournament is Dec. 5 



   Sunday, December 11 
  Cocktails beginning at 3:00 p.m. 

   Dinner served at 5:00 p.m. 
 

Cost is $5.00 per person for members and their spouse 
and must be paid by Dec. 7 

This fee will cover the meal and drinks and (1) entry ticket per  
person for the 50/50 cash drawing. 50% of the attendance fee  
will go towards the event costs, and the remaining 50% will be  
given away in a drawing. (Drawing for members and spouses only.)   
 

You can pay at the Council Meeting on Nov. 14, at the Memorial 
Service Nov. 28, any Friday between now and Dec. 2, or you can 
mail your check to the council.  

 

If you wish to invite non-members, the cost will be $10 which includes 
snacks, drinks and a meal.  It does not include the drawing.  

This fee must also be paid by Dec. 7. 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary will have a raffle at the party.   
If you would like to make a donation  

to the raffle—cash or gift cards ONLY— 
please give your donation to Kathy Bronikowski  

at the meeting on November 14 
 or Fridays: Nov. 4, 11, 18. 

 

     KC wives and Ladies Auxiliary members,  
     if you are able to attend this event,  

     please bring a dessert to share. 
 
 

ADULTS ONLY 

All members of Council 2917,  
Ladies Auxiliary, and spouses are  

invited to our annual Christmas Party. 



 

Please pray for our sick: 
 

• Brother Knight Leo Landry 

• Brother Knight Jim Azzarello 

• Brother Knight Michael Goins 

• Brother Knight Gene Walkoviak   

• Brother Knight James Urbanovsky 

• Brother Knight Benny Okruhlik 

• Christine Swiech 

• Danette Burnett, daughter of Brother Knight Clem & Marie Laskowski   

• Betty Jackowski, wife of Brother Knight Robert 

• Rita Ann Jalamo, daughter of Brother Knight Ismael 

• Janie Okonski 

• Rosalie Lobpries 

• Star Ellis, granddaughter of Brother Knight Felipe & Mary Ramirez 

• Carmen Buck, mother of GK Brother Knight John Buck 

• Robin Bronikowski, wife of Brother Knight Johnny 

• Christine Piwetz, daughter of Cecelia Piwetz 

• Katelyn Dempsey, granddaughter of Brother Anton Wagner 
 

Names on our “Sick Prayer List" will appear in our newsletter for  
3 months, after which they will be removed unless notification is 
received to have the name remain.  

Please contact Brother Floyd Supercinski, Chancellor, at 
713-861-6725 if you would like to add anyone or have the 
name remain on our prayer list.  You can always read 
the prayer list on our website as well. 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed 

Pro-Life Program Director 
Floyd Supercinski 
 

The public is invited to join our Brother Knights  
And their families as they pray the Rosary to end  
abortion.   
 
Our next rosary is  
 

December 19 (3rd Saturday) at 7:00 p.m.  
 

All Brother Knights, their families and friends, are invited 
to attend. 

 

A light meal will be served afterwards. 
 

 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life 

Don E. Christen  Dec. 2 

Brian J. Kubiak  Dec. 5 

Ronald J. De Simone  Dec. 7 

Baltazar Chavarria, Jr.  Dec. 8 

John H. Stoever  Dec. 9 

Michael V. Syzdlik  Dec. 10 

Joseph J. Earthman  Dec. 12 

William E. Harrell, Jr.  Dec. 12 

Monserato Rivera, Jr.  Dec. 14 

Archie P. Kitkoski, Sr.  Dec. 15 

Ronald F. Wischnewsky  Dec. 15 

Benjamin A. Zotti Dec. 16 

Robert J. Bollom  Dec. 17 

Antonio C. Cavaliere  Dec. 18 

Tommy J. Gorski Dec. 19 

Bennie J. Bronikowski  Dec. 20 

Deacon Will Hunter Dec. 22 

Michael W. O’Connor  Dec. 23 

Jude T. Sivcoski  Dec. 23 

Jason M. Kimball Dec. 25 

Douglas J. Wendt  Dec. 26 

Roger Rodriguez Dec. 27 

Arvin D. Mobley  Dec. 28 

Rev. Msgr. Fred O’Connor  Dec. 29 

Stanley Jankowski, Jr.  Dec. 30 

Richard B. Habernal  Dec. 31 

God grant you the light of Christmas, 
which is faith;  
 

the warmth of Christmas, which is  
purity;  
 

the righteousness of Christmas,  
which is justice;  
 

the belief in Christmas, which is truth;  
 

the all of Christmas, which is Christ. 
 

     –Wilda English 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/sick-distressed
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/pro-life


LADIES AUXILIARY 

Kathy Bronikowski, President 

 

Dear Ladies, 
 

I want to welcome our two new members 
to the Ladies Auxiliary:  Barbara Brossman, wife of  
Brother Knight, Charlie and Alicia Rawson, wife of  
Brother Knight Casey. 
 
Thank you to the following ladies who brought dessert  
for the Memorial Mass: Marie Laskowski, Ann Kainer,  
Cecelia Piwetz, Dorothy Urbanovsky, Earline Okruhlik 
and Kathy Bronikowski. 
 
Don’t forget our White Elephant Christmas Party on 
December 5 from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in the Knights’ 
Pub.  Lunch will be provided. You probably have some-
thing at home in good shape that you don’t need and 
would like to get rid of. This is the White Elephant gift. 
You are asked to bring something you may have at home 
that you don’t want or need with a value of $15-$20. It can 
be 1 or more items to equal that value. Please wrap the 
gift and bring with you on Dec. 5.  This is to be fun with-
out expense.  Don’t stress on the gift. 
 
Ladies who volunteered to bring desserts for the Dec.5 
party are: Dorothy Urbanovsky, Earline Okruhlik, Kathy 
Bronikowski. 
 
Thank you to Alicia Rawson, Cecelia Piwetz, Earline 
Okruhlik and Kathy Bronikowski for providing desserts at 
our November meeting.  Kathy Bronikowski won the $40 
attendance prize. 
 

Our next meeting is Jan. 9  
Attendance prize is $20 

 

Dinner starts at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts at 7 p.m. 
 
The ladies who volunteered to bring desserts for January 
are:  Maria Ramirez, Cecelia Piwetz, Kathy Bronikowski 
 
Thank you to the following ladies who helped in the  
kitchen in November:  Earline Okruhlik, Gloria Gutierrez, 
Cecelia Piwetz, Lydia Mendoza, & Kathy Bronikowski. 
 
My apology to Delores Tobola. Her name was left off the 
list of workers for October in the last newsletter. 
 

Thank you to the following ladies who provided desserts 
for November: Earline Okruhlik, Gloria Gutierrez, Cecelia 
Piwetz, Christine Piwetz, Lydia Mendoza, Doris Henderson, 

Sandra Rekieta, Kathy Bronikowski. 
 
I wish all you ladies and your families a very Merry and 
Blessed Christmas and a very Happy, Healthy New Year. 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary 

 

 

 
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar 

 

Dec. 2 BINGO 

Dec. 2 Marine Toys for Tots Dance 

Dec. 3 Marine Toys for Tots Cookoff 

Dec. 5 Domino Tournament 

Dec. 7 Council Officers’ Meeting 

Dec. 8 Immaculate Conception (Holy Day of Obligation) 

Dec. 9 BINGO 

Dec. 11 Council Christmas Party 

Dec. 12 Council Meal at 6 pm/Meeting at 7 pm 

Dec. 16 BINGO 

Dec. 17 Council Work Day 

Dec. 19 Pro-Life Rosary (note: 3rd Monday) (Ladies) 

Dec. 21 Northside Columbus Club Meeting 

Dec. 23 BINGO 

Dec. 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 

Dec. 30 BINGO 

Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve 

Jan. 1 Happy New Year! 

Jan. 2 Domino Tournament 

Jan. 4 Council Officers’ Meeting 

Jan. 6 BINGO 

Jan. 9 Council Meal at 6 pm/Meeting at 7 pm 

Jan. 9 Ladies Auxiliary Meeting/meal at 6 pm 

Jan. 13 BINGO 

Jan. 18 Northside Columbus Club Meeting 

Jan. 20 BINGO 

Jan. 21 Council Work Day 

Jan. 23 Pro-Life Rosary (Knights) 

Jan. 27 BINGO 

Jan. 30 Domino Tournament 

       

                 CATHOLIC DAUGHTERS 
               OF THE AMERICAS 

                     Court Christ the King #1750 
                     

Christmas Party Tuesday, Dec. 6 
 

Spaghetti Western starting at 5:30 p.m. 
1951 W. TC Jester Blvd. 

 
 

If you would like information on joining the  
 

Catholic Daughters, please contact  
 

Marianna Olivarez 713-501-8004 
 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters 

http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/ladies-auxiliary
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/calendar
http://www.kofccouncil2917.org/catholic-daughters


 

Injured in an accident?  call: 
 

DeSIMONE LAW OFFICES 
4635 S.W. Freeway, Suite 850 

Houston, Texas   77027 
 

Phone:  713-526-0900       Fax:  713-526-8041  
 

rdesimone@desimonelawoffice.com 
www.DeSimoneLawoffice.com 

                                                                      Andy McClosky  
                                                                                    Manager  
                                                          a.mcclosky@parkerlumber.net   

Parker Lumber     
www.parkerlumber.net      

                                                                        713-694-6658   
  7103 Airline Dr.     fax  713-694-2682 
  Houston, TX  77076            cell 281-850-7650 

Wendy L. Prater 
 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
 

• Wills 

• Powers of Attorney 

• Probate 

• Family Law 

• Divorce 

• Child Support 

•  Name Changes 
 

713-802-9171 
1919 North Loop West, Suite 490 

Houston, Texas  77008 
praterlaw@sbcglobal.net 

 

www.praterlaw.com 

SIR KNIGHT LEONARD P. KASOWSKI, CPA 

BROTHER KNIGHT JEFFREY P. KASOWSKI, EA 

JUSTIN P. KASOWSKI, BBA -  Finance 
 

INCOME TAX  ●  BOOKKEEPING ●  QUARTERLYS  ●  NOTARY 

INDIVIDUALS  ●  PARTERSHIPS  ●  CORPORATIONS ●  ESTATES 
 

2050 N. Loop West, Suite 115, Houston, TX  77018 

 (713) 868-8093  ● CELL (713) 206-1318 

 

If you would like to advertise in this  
newsletter, please email Kathy Bronikowski 

kbroniko@hotmail.com 

713-681-9150 

 

 
 
 

 

Rental of Council 2917 facilities are 
available for Wedding Receptions,  
Company Events, Quinceanera’s, Birthday 
Parties, Christmas Parties, Graduation 
Celebrations, Funerals, etc. 
 
For details contact 
Paul Heidbreder 
281-726-3390  


