
                                          SACRED HEART 
PASTORAL CENTER 

206 N. CEDAR ST. 
SEYMOUR, TX  76380-2102 

OFFICE (940) 889-5252    FAX (940) 889-2136 
 

   SACRED HEART                                                                                       ST. MARY OF THE ASSUMPTION 
CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                                                    CATHOLIC CURCH 
      Seymour, Texas                                        Megargel, Texas  

 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: JUNE 27, 2021 
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SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION:  (In the Old Chapel Room behind screen with (optional) Mask worn!) 
After each daily noon Mass; Wednesday’s 6:30 -7:30 p.m.; Saturday 5 – 5:45 p.m. or by appointment 

 
 

PARISH LITURGY SCHEDULE: 
MASS SCHEDULE AND INTENTIONS FOR THIS WEEK (June 28 – July 4) 
Monday:     12:10 PM: +Fred Motl by Melvin & Shirlee Motl 
Tuesday:  NO SERVICE         
Wednesday:  6:00 PM: For the Special Intentions of Danny & Sandy Lane by Cathy Hostas 
Thursday:   12:10 PM: +Valerie Bowen by Terry & Belinda Bench 
Friday:        12:10 PM: +Robert Smajstrla by Sam & Connie Boone 
Saturday:      7:10 AM: +Mary Matus by Wesley & Julie Matus 
          6:00 PM: Special Intentions for Matthew and Maelene Schertz by Deborah Bewley and Zachary Schertz 
Sunday:        8:00 AM: For the United States of America, those who have served and those serving by Cuba Family (St. Mary’s) 
                   10:00 AM: +Henry and Lillie Mae Novak by Novak Family 
 

PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY FOR THE WEEKDAY MASSES: (June 28 – July 03) 

Mon.: Genesis 18:16-33       Matthew 8:18-22 
Tues.: Acts 12:1-11   2 Timothy 4:6-8  Matthew 16:13-19 
Wed.: Genesis 21:5, 8-20a      Matthew 8:28-34 
Thurs.: Genesis 22:1b-19      Matthew 9:1-8 
Fri.: Genesis 23:1-4, 19; 24:1-8, 62-67    Matthew 9:9-13   
Sat.: Ephesians 2:19-22      John 20:24-29 
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: (July 04)   
Please prepare for worship by prayerfully reading the Scriptures for next weekend Masses: 
First Reading:  Ezekiel 2:2-5 
Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
Holy Gospel:  Mark 6:1-6 
At all Masses you must follow safe distancing and sanitize. Face mask/covering are optional at all times. 

Sunday, June 27: (Bishop Olson’s Parish Visitation) (Collection for the Holy Father – Peter’s Pence) 
 8:00 AM, St. Mary of the Assumption/Mass (Preceded by Holy Rosary) 
 9:40 AM, Sacred Heart/Rosary followed by Mass 
 11:00 AM, Mosler Hall/Pot Luck meal 
 All Weekend Liturgies: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 All Weekend Liturgies: Presider for Mass – Bishop Olson 
 7 - 9 PM, City Pool/Altar Servers Appreciation Fellowship with parents   
Monday, Thursday and Friday:  
 12:10 PM, Sacred Heart/Daily Masses  
Wednesday, June 30:  
 6:00 PM, Sacred Heart/ Mass /Holy Hour Adoration /Benediction at 7:30 p.m. 
Saturday, July 03:  
 7:10 AM, Sacred Heart/Blessed Virgin Mary Mass/Holy hour Adoration with Benediction 
 5:45 PM, Sacred Heart/Rosary followed by 6 PM Vigil Mass 
Sunday, July 04: (Independence Day) 
 8:00 AM, St. Mary of the Assumption/Mass (Preceded by Holy Rosary) 
 9:40 AM, Sacred Heart/Rosary followed by Mass 
 All Weekend Liturgies: Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 All Weekend Liturgies: Presider for Mass – Fr. Bose   

6:00 PM, City Park/Seymour Ministerial Alliance 4th of July Picnic in the Park & Pool Party (7-9) (Bring a dessert!) 



 
Please signup for Flock Notes and also follow us on our Facebook or our website: https://sacredheartseymour.org/ 
 

For bulletins: go online to https://sacredheartseymour.org/bulletins.  All past and present bulletins are posted. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME: MARK 5:21-43 
    When Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a large crowd gathered around him, and he stayed close to the 
sea. One of the synagogue officials, named Jairus, came forward. Seeing him he fell at his feet and pleaded earnestly with 
him, saying, "My daughter is at the point of death. Please, come lay your hands on her that she may get well and live." He 
went off with him, and a large crowd followed him and pressed upon him.  
     There was a woman afflicted with hemorrhages for twelve years. She had suffered greatly at the hands of many doctors 
and had spent all that she had. Yet she was not helped but only grew worse. She had heard about Jesus and came up behind 
him in the crowd and touched his cloak. She said, "If I but touch his clothes, I shall be cured." Immediately her flow of blood 
dried up. She felt in her body that she was healed of her affliction. Jesus, aware at once that power had gone out from him, 
turned around in the crowd and asked, "Who has touched my clothes?" But his disciples said to Jesus, "You see how the 
crowd is pressing upon you, and yet you ask, 'Who touched me?'" And he looked around to see who had done it. The 
woman, realizing what had happened to her, approached in fear and trembling. She fell down before Jesus and told him the 
whole truth. He said to her, "Daughter, your faith has saved you. Go in peace and be cured of your affliction."  
     While he was still speaking, people from the synagogue official's house arrived and said, "Your daughter has died; why 
trouble the teacher any longer?" Disregarding the message that was reported, Jesus said to the synagogue official, "Do not be 
afraid; just have faith." He did not allow anyone to accompany him inside except Peter, James, and John, the brother of 
James. When they arrived at the house of the synagogue official, he caught sight of a commotion, people weeping and 
wailing loudly.  
     So he went in and said to them, "Why this commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but asleep." And they ridiculed 
him. Then he put them all out. He took along the child's father and mother and those who were with him and entered the 
room where the child was. He took the child by the hand and said to her, "Talitha koum," which means, "Little girl, I say to 
you, arise!" The girl, a child of twelve, arose immediately and walked around. At that they were utterly astounded. He gave 
strict orders that no one should know this and said that she should be given something to eat. 
 

ADULTS:  When have you felt enriched by a sacrifice you made for another? 
 

CHILDREN:  Whom could you help by your acts of kindness this week?  
 

ALTAR SOCIETY COLLECTION: Thank you to all who contributed to the Altar Society collection the weekend 
of June 12/13. We collected over $478.00. 
 
 

ST. PETER AND PAUL, APOSTLES 
Veneration of the two great Apostles, Peter and Paul, has its roots in the very foundations of the Church (June 29th). They are 

the solid rock on which the Church is built. They are at the origin of her faith and will forever remain her 
protectors and her guides. To them Rome owes her true greatness, for it was under God's providential 
guidance that they were led to make the capital of the Empire, sanctified by their martyrdom, the center of 
the Christian world whence should radiate the preaching of the Gospel. 
 St. Peter suffered martyrdom under Nero, in A.D. 66 or 67. He was buried on the hill of the Vatican where 
recent excavations have revealed his tomb on the very site of the basilica of St. Peter's. St. Paul was 
beheaded in the via Ostia on the spot where now stands the basilica bearing his name. Down the centuries 
Christian people in their thousands have gone on pilgrimage to the tombs of these Apostles. In the second 
and third centuries the Roman Church already stood pre-eminent by reason of her apostolicity, the infallible 

truth of her teaching and her two great figures, Sts. Peter and Paul. 
 

ST. THOMAS – FEAST DAY JULY 03 
     St. Thomas, the disciple who at first did not believe, has become for the Church one of the first witnesses to her faith. He is 
fond of appealing to his testimony and frequently puts in our mouths those simple words whereby he expressed the fervour of 
his regained faith: "My Lord and my God." It is known that St. Thomas preached the Gospel in Asia beyond the frontiers of 
the Roman Empire, probably in Persia and possibly as far afield as India.  
     Much has been written and said about Thomas' weakness of faith. St. Gregory the Great saw God's providential ways: The 
unbelief of Thomas has benefited us more than the faith of Magdalene. Should we not then reflect on our own failings? So 
often do we make the firmest resolutions to avoid this or that fault, and yet how easily we repeat it. Give some thought to 
God's ultimate purpose in permitting your faults and to how valuable for our soul's progress is the realization of our weakness 
and wretchedness. 



FAITH IN JESUS GIVES LIFE: God is the source, fullness and 
perfection of life. The first reading (Wis. 1:13-15, 2:23-24) reminds 
us that we are created by God to participate in this fullness of life. 
The second reading (2 Cor.8:7-9, 13-15) urges us to be generous and 
sensitive to the needs of others because Jesus himself is the model 
for us who became poor for our sake so that we might become rich. 
The Gospel Mk (5:21-43) tells us that faith in Jesus gives us life in 
its fullness.  
In the first part of the Gospel, a woman suffering from hemorrhage 
for the past twelve years comes with the intention, the intense desire 
and with unshakable faith in Jesus surreptitiously touches the hem of 
his garment. She is instantly cured. In my everyday life, how much 
desire do I have for God, with what intention and faith do I come to 
participate in the Eucharist and prayer and service? In the second 
part of the Gospel, the daughter of Jairus who was sick, and finally 
dies, is brought back to life by Jesus. In our lives, we also go through 
suffering, pain, failure, stress, turmoil, and inner conflict, 
helplessness and hopeless situations. During this time when we 
experience dryness and the feeling of absence of God, Jesus assures 
us saying, “Do not fear, only believe.” Our faith in Jesus will make 
us well. It will give us strength to face the reality and bring the 
turbulent situation to a stillness that Jesus alone can give.  
Pray and Practice: Lord Jesus, increase our faith so that we may 
experience inner healing for all our hurts, real or imaginary. Fr. 
Bose Jujuvarapu 
 

A STEWARDSHIP MOMENT! 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary: In today’s second reading, St. 
Paul teaches the community at Corinth about a spirituality of giving. 
He urges them to give and helps them understand that through their 
generosity, they will in turn be recipients of a spiritual abundance. 
They will receive from those who are the beneficiaries of their own 
giving a reciprocal gift that amounts to an equality of giving that 
deepens their relationship with Christ Jesus. A good reflection this 
week would be to think of the ways your own life has been enriched 
by your generosity. How might you have reaped a spiritual 
abundance through your own generous behavior? 
 

ALTAR SERVER APPRECIATION POOL PARTY 
The annual pool party will be this Sunday, June 27th, 2021 from 7-9 
PM at the Seymour City Pool.  Pizzas, drinks and desserts will be 
available for all that can attend.  Past, present and future Altar 
Servers and their families are invited!! 
 

BISHOP OLSON VISITING THIS WEEKEND: Bishop Olson 
will be making a pastoral visit to our parishes this weekend, June 26 
and 27. We will be welcoming him after this Sunday’s 10 AM 
Mass with a parish pot-luck meal.  The parish will provide the 
meats and the drinks.  Please bring a side dish and some desserts.  Let 
us celebrate our shepherd’s visit and come welcome him with our 
presence. 
 

COME CELEBRATE WITHIN OUR COMMUNITY!! 
Sunday, July 4, from 6 – 9 PM the Seymour Ministerial Alliance 
Churches will host an evening in the park: picnic, fellowship, song 
and prayer.  We honor our veterans and citizenship within 
community and the many blessing God has bestowed on us.  There 
will be free hotdogs, chips, cookies, watermelons and water.  Please 
bring a dessert to share with everyone.  Our parish is donating the 
chips for the event.  The city pool will be open from 7 till 9 PM with 
the Ministerial Alliance picking up the tab.  Please pass the word 
around and come for this community celebration. 
 

OUR PARISH STEWARDSHIP: June 20, 2021  

SACRED HEART:   
Amount in Checks/Envelopes & Loose:                    $ 3,369.00 
Youth: $ 0     Special: $ 0 Holy Day: $ 0 
             TOTAL:  $3,369.00 
Envelope Use:  43 Regular; 0 Youth; 0 Special; 0 Holy Day 
ST. MARY: 
Amount in Checks/Envelopes & Loose:                       $ 351.25 
Youth: $0           Special:  $ 0             Holy Day:  $ 0        
                       TOTAL:   $ 351.25 
Envelope Use: 6 Regular; 0 Youth; 0 Special; 0 Holy Day 
Attendance: Sacred Heart – Sat 60; Sun 109  St. Mary – Sun 35 
 

SEVEN DAY LIGHTS: 
SPECIAL INTENTIONS: For the Alvin & Glenna Jungman Family 
by Shannon & Barbie Donnell Family, For the Henry & Lillie Mae 
Novak Family, For the George & Margaret Holub Family, For the Jim 
Knezek Family, For Michael Wright & Family. 
FOR FAMILY & FRIENDS BY:  Kay Flippin, Terry & Belinda 
Bench, Ricky & Charlotte Wright, Marilyn McGough, Tommy & 
Donna Carver. If you would like to contribute to the Seven Day Lights, the cost 
is $1 per week.  Thank You. 
 

OFFICE HOURS & BULLETIN NOTICES: 
Office Hours: Monday, Wednesday & Thursday 10am–3pm. All 
bulletin notices must be in by 12 noon on Wednesday! 
 

Peter’s Pence Special Collection: This Weekend: Be a Witness of 
Charity- Support the Holy Father’s Charitable Works – Be a Sign of 
Mercy - [Jesus] journeyed from one town and village to another, 
preaching and proclaiming the good news of the kingdom of God. 
Accompanying him were the Twelve…and many others who 
provided for them out of their resources. —Lk 8:1, 3  
This weekend the Diocese of Fort Worth will take up the Peter’s 
Pence Collection. Funds raised during this collection support the 
Universal Church and help the Holy Father as he shows mercy to the 
neediest people around the world, in recognition of the common 
humanity shared by peoples of all ethnicities and religious 
backgrounds.  
In this spirit of mercy, Pope Francis helped the people of Iran when 
they suffered death and catastrophic damage from floods in March 
and April 2019. More than 10 million people suffered property 
damage, and the city of Ahwaz and numerous villages were 
evacuated. Two million people required immediate assistance. Pope 
Francis donated €100,000 to direct relief efforts coordinated by the 
Iranian Red Crescent Society, in which Caritas Iran also participated. 
By participating in the Peter’s Pence Collection, you join the Holy 
Father’s efforts to show mercy to all in two ways: you support the 
ongoing activities of the Holy See, and you contribute to the 
charitable works of the Holy Father on behalf of those who are most 
in need. Our Catholic tradition calls us to provide for the material 
needs of the Church, and the Peter’s Pence Collection is one of the 
opportunities we have to do so. When you answer the call, you build 
up the Church so that it will continue to minister to all for 
generations to come. 
Please prayerfully consider supporting this year’s collection as an act 
of mercy and charity. Join our brothers and sisters in faith from 
around the globe to help Pope Francis in his ministry to the 
Universal Church and in reaching out to the most marginalized in 
our world. You may support the collection when it is taken up in 
your parish or at https://bit.ly/DioceseSpecialCollections.  
 
 



JULY 2021 MINISTERS LIST 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS—Sandy Lane 
                        To be announced later 
HOMEBOUND MINISTERS—3rd & 5th SUNDAYS 
                         To be announced later 
MONEY COUNTERS—Dcn Jim Novak 
Terry Bench, Marilyn McGough & Cathy Hostas 
 

LECTORS—Janice Vita Thornhill 
Saturday   Sunday 
Jessica Lane   Todd McCartney 
 

USHERS—Terry Bench 
Saturday   Sunday 
Jerry Barton   Gary Wright 
Blaine Barton   Ricky Wright 
Kyle Barton   Cody Wright 
    Michael Wright 
 

FLOWERS—Donna Carver 
03/04— Katrina Morrison & Barbie Donnell 
10/11— Marianne McCartney & Debbie Knezek 
17/18— Shelby Urbanczyk & Jerica Myers 
24/25—Cathy Simek & Jessica Lane 
31/August 01—Altar Society 
 

ALTAR SERVERS—Cathy Hostas 
Saturday   Sunday 
03—Hagan                04—Jacqueline 
10—Matt                11—Thomas 
17—Racie & Slayton               18—Bryson & Stevi 
24—Madeline & Matt               25—Kryslyn & Brooklynn 
31—Hagan & Slayton  Aug 01—Angelina & Harper 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR PARISHES! 
The Diocesan Board of Directors of the Advancement Foundation 
has approved our operational grant requests for the upcoming 2022 
fiscal year.  Sacred Heart will receive $21,000 annually and St. Mary 
of the Assumption will receive $14,000.  These grants will be 
distributed monthly for use in our parishes for administrative 
salaries, benefits and our Youth Ministry program.  Our operating 
Grant is available through the generosity of Catholics in the Diocese 
of Fort Worth through their/our stewardship to the Annual Diocesan 
Appeal. Deacon Jim 

 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS:  
Perhaps you wonder at times why we do what we do as Catholics. Or 
perhaps you have considered becoming a Catholic but just don’t know 
how.  Or you know someone that might be interested in learning more 
about the Catholic faith.  In any case, we invite you to enrich yourself 
or invite others to learn more by asking questions.  The Rite of 
Christian Initiation of Adults (the RCIA) is for people who either want 
to learn about Catholics or to become Catholic.  If you are in an 
interfaith marriage and are already actively involved in a church of a 
different denomination, you may want to understand your family’s 
Catholic faith better.  If you are not connected to any faith community, 
you are most welcome to inquire with us.  If after preparation you 
decide to become Catholic, you will be normally formally accepted at 
Easter or at Pentecost.  We will be starting in the fall. If you know 
someone who may be interested and need a personal invitation, please 
contact Dcn. Jim or Johnny Holub, our Director, with their name. 
 

PRAY FOR VOCATIONS: LAY LEADERS, PRIESTS, 
DEACONS AND RELIGIOUS LIFE! 
   

PRECIOUS BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST- JULY 
Since the 16th century Catholic piety has assigned entire months to 
special devotions. Like the Sacred Wounds of Jesus, His Precious 
Blood deserves special honor because of its close relation to the 
Sacred Passion. That honor was given to it from the beginning by the 
Apostles who praised its redeeming power. (Rom. 5:9 "we are 
justified by His blood"; Heb. 13:12 "and so Jesus also, that He might 
sanctify the people by His blood, suffered outside the gate"; 1 John 1:7 
"and the blood of Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanses us from all sin.") 
In recent times the devotion has been encouraged by Blessed Gaspar 
Buffalo, founder of the Congregation of the Precious Blood of Jesus 
Christ. When Pope Pius IX was in exile from Rome in 1849, he had as 
his companion Don Giovanni Merlini, the third general of that 
Congregation. This saintly priest suggested to the pope that he make a 
vow to give the feast of the Precious Blood to the entire church, if he 
should regain the papal territory. Without binding himself by the vow, 
the pope immediately extended the feast to the whole Church. On the 
old calendar it was celebrated on July 1, but Catholics may still 
continue this tradition by increasing their devotion to the most 
precious Blood throughout the entire month of July. See this article 
from the Catholic Culture library, Apostle of Devotion to His Most Precious 
Blood: St. Gaspar del Bufalo. 
 

Contact Information for Seminarian Trent Barton:  You can 
mail him at: PO Box 404, St Benedict LA 70457 or email him at: 
Trent.barton@fwdioc.org. Please continue to keep him in your 
daily prayers. 
 

HELP US KEEP OUR PARISH MEMBERSHIP ROSTER 
UP-TO-DATE. Please call our office to make any changes to 
your mailing address, email address, phone numbers or name. 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS:  
Rick Kieschnick, Briley Hostas,  Melvin Kuhler, Cindy Cuba 
Boone, Yvonne Boone, Carolyn Bertschy, Bessie Casillas,  Joe 
Saitta, Jr.,  Donna Hampton, Cathy McElroy, Cora Shelton, Mary 
Myers, Olivia Wright, Keaton Hehl, Stella Glass, Bernie Thomas, 
Josiah Decker, Sheila Helton, Ofelia Garcia, Ronald Wright, Johnny 
Joe Pechacek, Kent Bickly, Michael Rodriquez, Rhea Allison, 
Bryker Fontenot, Jeff Gregg, Adaline Urbanczyk, Nick Garcia, 
Kayley Lowder, Ralph Veitenheimer, Glenda Hertel, Cheryl 
Hopkins, Cathi Patterson, Genevieve Hrncirik, Hailey Glass, Debbie 
Turner, Teagan Matthews, Christina Lambert, Hannah Green, Jim 
Cuba, Henrietta Styles, Sharon Wright, Arleen Kuhler, Abigail 
Novak, Braxton Pierce, John McCandless, Kayla McLarty, Andrew 
Amador, Billie McGough, Brian Allen, Jason Gilley, Raymond & 
Margie Psencik, Theresa Bruggeman, Andrea Sanchez, Ellen 
Schaefer Bruggeman, Machele Hass, Melvin Motl, Jeanie Evans, 
John Helton, Charlene Gajdos, Madison Kulhanek, Bart & 
Margarita Martinez, Geraldine Kuhler, Emma Allbritton, Donovan 
Muharib, Blaise Decker, Kellan Myers, Braxton Sturgeon, Rosario 
Cruz, Fr. Bose’s Family in India, Frank Garcia, Jr., Dorothy Matus, 
Michael Wright, Karla Parker, Jeanelle Howell, Floyd Smith, Jason 
Schaller, Bo Bourland, Trina Hostas, Dakota Hampton, Richard 
Latham, Jonathon Morgan, Coy Jakubicek & Charlie Reeves. 
 SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN: Skylar Holman, Ryan Holman, 
John George, Kyle Matus, Andrew Gelb, Jeffrey Copeland, Ricky 
Smith, Tai Bandy, James Crawford, Sam Atwood, Josh Wright, 
Chance Freeman, Wayne Howard, Korey Bailes, Derek Harvey, 
Mitchell Lee, Zachary Hamilton & Trey Matus. Please call the office to 
update the prayer list for those to be added or removed.   
 



Eucharistic Adoration and Benediction – First Saturday 

July 03, 2021 
Eucharistic Exposition and Benediction is offered on the first Saturday of the month at 7:30 
AM after the 7:10 AM Holy Mass and concludes with Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament 
at 12 PM in which the priest or deacon blesses the faithful with the Sacred Host. As Catholics, 
we believe that Christ is truly and substantially present, body and blood, soul and divinity, in 
the Blessed Sacrament.  Join us on the first Saturday of the month! Sacred Heart, Seymour. 
 
 

 
 

Do You Really Love Me? 

Then 

Come To Me 

Visit Me 
Where? Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Seymour. 

When? First Saturday of the month after the 7:10 am Holy Mass until 12:00 pm 

There is a sign-up Book in the Foyer of the Church 
 

“Jesus Waits for Us in This Sacrament of Love” mysterium fidei 
 

 



YOUTH DISCIPLES 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Who:  Youth Disciples of Sacred Heart & St. Mary of the Assumption  
(Grades junior high and older) 
 
When:  Saturday, July 10, 2021  
(Depart Pastoral Center at 5:15 a.m. and return near mid-night) 
 
Where: Groom, TX and Palo Dura Canyon State Park 
 
What to bring: Casual clothes, sunscreen and insect repellent, a water bottle, $15 for 
spending, rosary, and a spiritual desire for faith excitement!!! Church will provide 
meals, water and other items as needed.  Signed forms for travel are required and to 
be given to Youth Coordinator, Steele Jackson, (940-256-0298 or 940-862-3706). 
 
 

(Sign –up sheet will be in the church foyer!) 
 

 



Pope: "Deacons are the guardians of service in the Church" 
Pope Francis on Saturday met a group of permanent deacons from Rome Diocese 
and spoke to them about their role, which he said is not a substitution for a priest 
or a bishop. Pope meets permenent deacons of Rome Diocese along with thier 
families.   Pope: "Deacons are the guardians of service in the Church" 
Pope Francis on Saturday met a group of permanent deacons from Rome Diocese 
and spoke to them about their role, which he said is not a substitution for a priest 
or a bishop.  By Robin Gomes 
“The generosity of a deacon who spends himself without seeking the front lines 
smells of the Gospel and tells of the greatness of God's humility that takes the first 

step to meet even those who have turned their backs on Him.” This is how Pope Francis envisages the role of a permanent deacon 
among the People of God in the Church. He made the comment on Saturday during a meeting with some 500 people, including 
permanent deacons from his Diocese of Rome, along with their families.  
In the Catholic Church, the diaconate is the first of three ranks in ordained ministry – bishops, priests and deacons. Since the 
Second Vatican Council, the Latin-rite Church has restored the diaconate “as a proper and permanent rank of the hierarchy”.  
Deacons preparing for the priesthood are transitional deacons, while those not planning to be ordained priests are permanent 
deacons. Permanent diaconate can be conferred on a single or married man.  If he is married, he must be so before receiving the 
diaconate. 
Logic of lowering and service: 
In his address to the group, Pope Francis explained that the main path of the ministry of the deacon is indicated in Lumen Gentium, 
the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, which says that the diaconate is “not for the priesthood but for 
service." The Pope explained that this difference, which in the previous conception reduced the diaconate to a passage to the 
priesthood, “helps to overcome the scourge of clericalism, which places a caste of priests 'above' the People of God”. And if this is 
not overcome, clericalism will continue in the Church. 
Precisely because deacons are dedicated to the service of the People of God, they remind us that in the ecclesial body no one can 
elevate himself above others. In the Church, the logic of lowering must be applied. “We are all called to lower ourselves because 
Jesus lowered Himself” making “Himself the smallest and the servant of all.” The Holy Father said, “Please let us remember that 
for the disciples of Jesus, to love is to serve and to serve is to reign. Power lies in service, not in anything else.” Since deacons are 
the guardians of service in the Church, the Pope said, they are the guardians of true "power" in the Church, so that no one goes 
beyond the power of service. 
Speaking about what he called a "constitutively diaconal Church,” the Pope told his permanent deacons that if they don’t live this 
dimension of service, their ministry will become sterile and will not produce fruit, but will slowly become worldly. Deacons 
remind the Church that it should have "a heart that burns with love and serves with humility and joy.” “The generosity of a deacon 
who spends himself without seeking the front lines,” Pope Francis said, “smells of the Gospel and tells of the greatness of God's 
humility that takes the first step to meet even those who have turned their backs on Him." 
Charity and administration 
Even though the decreasing number of vocations to the priesthood demands the commitment of deacons to tasks of substitution, the 
Holy Father said, that does not constitute the specific nature of the diaconate. The Vatican Council emphasizes that permanent 
deacons are above all "devoted to the offices of charity and administration," as in the early Christian centuries. He noted that in the 
great imperial metropolis of Rome seven places were organized, distinct from the parishes and distributed throughout the city's 
municipalities, in which deacons carried out widespread work on behalf of the entire Christian community, especially the "least of 
these," so that, as the Acts of the Apostles says, no one among them would be in need.   
Not “half priests” 
Pope Francis said that Rome Diocese is trying to recover this ancient tradition with the diakonia ('service' in Greek) in the church of 
San Stanislaus, in Caritas and in other areas in the service of the poor. This way, he said, deacons will never lose their bearings, 
becoming "half- or second-category priests" and "fancy altar boys," but will be caring servants, excluding no one, ensuring that the 
love of the Lord touches people's lives in a concrete way. 
Hence, the spirituality of deacons could be briefly summed up as “availability inside and openness outside.” “Available inside, 
from the heart, ready to say ‘yes’, docile, without making one's life revolve around one's own agenda; and open outside, looking at 
everyone, especially those who are left out, those who feel excluded.” 
Profile of a deacon 
Pope Francis said he expects three things from his deacons. They should be humble, without showing off like a peacock or putting 
themselves at the centre. Secondly, by being good spouses and fathers or grandfathers, they will give hope and consolation to 
couples in difficulties who will find in their “genuine simplicity an outstretched hand.” Finally, the Pope urged them to be 
“sentinels” who know not only how to spot those far away and the poor but who also to help the Christian community spot Jesus in 
the poor and the distant, as He knocks on our doors through them. 


