

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
DUTIES/RESPONSIBILITIES
The Eucharist is the heart of the Church's life. The liturgy of the Eucharist is the central act of worship of our Catholic community.  As a Eucharistic Minister it is an honor and a privilege to serve in this most important celebration. Ministers of the Holy Eucharist should show the greatest reverence at all times in their demeanor, respect for others, attire, and the manner in which they handle the consecrated bread or wine. We have a responsibility to God and to our Catholic community. 
ARRIVAL AND PREPARATION

Eucharistic Ministers should arrive at least 15 minutes prior to the beginning of mass. Go immediately into the sacristy; sign in for mass, noting your serving number for the day; pick up and put on the Eucharistic Minister medal.  Let the sacristan know you are there as scheduled.
(Serving numbers and corresponding locations in the church are posted on the inside of the cabinet door immediately above the sign-in sheet)

With preparation completed the Eucharistic Minister may want to sit down for a few minutes of silent prayer.

Five minutes before mass begins, go to the back of the church to assemble for the Entrance Procession.

ENTRANCE PROCESSION

The Eucharistic Ministers follow the sacristan in procession, by twos.  As the procession reaches the foot of the altar, pause with your partner and bow and go to the right or the left of the line. Wait there with the group, genuflect or bow with the priest, then return to your seat for the beginning of the mass.
COMMUNION PREPARATION
During the "Sign of Peace, the Eucharistic Ministers come forward and line up in numerical order in front of the sacristan's seat to purify their hands and prepare to receive communion and their vessals.
Following the sacristan, the Eucharistic Ministers proceed to the back of the altar to receive their communion from the priest and appropriate vessels to distribute communion to the congregation. After receiving your vessel go immediately to the appropriate station to begin distribution of communion.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE HOST

The Eucharist Minister should adopt an inviting posture, maintaining eye contact with each Communicant. Hold the host a little above the ciborium.  As each Communicant comes forward, hold up the Host and say "The Body of Christ."  They should respond by saying "Amen."  If they do not, make the response. Everyone who wishes to receive the Eucharist in the hand should have their hand clearly extended. Wait a moment, be alert to the true wishes of each Communicant.  Present the host orally or in the hand.

If the Host should fall on the floor, pick it up and place it in the palm of your hand holding the ciborium.  After communion is finished, consume the Host or place it in the water-filled container immediately to the right of the tabernacle.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE CUP

The Eucharist Minister should adopt an inviting posture, maintaining eye contact with each Communicant.  Hold the cup at the rim and at the base, leaving the center free for the Communicant to grasp.  As each Communicant comes forward, hold up the Cup and say "The Blood of Christ."  They should respond by saying "Amen." If they do not, make the response. Let go of the cup completely unless the Communicant cannot easily hold it as in the case of small children or someone obviously unable to do so.  
Wipe the rim of the cup internally and externally with the purificator and rotate the cup after each Communicant has received.  Rotate the cup in one direction only.

If the Wine should spill on the floor, cover it with the purificator and obtain another one from the altar, using the priest's purificator if necessary.

If the cup becomes empty, cover it with the purificator, stand in place until communion is completed, then return to place with the other Ministers. 
NOTE:  Our Diocese does NOT permit "Intinction" - that is the practice of dipping the Host into the Wine.  If an individual should attempt to do this, cover the Cup and politely ask them to consume the Host first.  There should be no discussion. 

FOLLOWING COMMUNION
Ministers should remain in place until communion has been completed.  Then all Ministers should proceed to the foot of the altar where the sacristan and designated Ministers will take the ciborium and cups back to the altar.  Then all together the Ministers should proceed back to the sacristan's seat where the hands will again be purified.  When finished, all Ministers will proceed to the foot of the altar, bow together, and return to their seats.

RECESSIONAL

Following the final blessing and the reading of the announcements, whichever happens last, all the Eucharistic Ministers return to the foot of the altar and line up as they did at the processional.   
The Altar Servers will line up behind the Priest at the foot of the Altar.  Everyone will bow with the Priest. 

The altar servers will begin the procession, followed by the Sacristan, followed by the Ministers in twos, beginning with the outermost ministers on opposite sides and working inward..  They will be followed by the Lectors and finally by the Clergy. 

