Increase our Faith.

The apostles knew they were going to need more faith, so they asked their master to increase their faith. The question here is: how much faith does one need? But before we get into this question we should have in mind that there are people who have more faith than others and that the amount of faith varies from person to person. Based on this difference we can say that there are three different types of Catholics. Non-practicing, practicing and exceptional. I’ll talk first about the first and the last groups and will leave second group for last. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The first group, non-practicing Catholics, have a basic amount of faith. They are also called lapsed Catholics or, even, fallen away Catholics. Non-practicing Catholics do not pray daily, they do not come to church on a regular basis but they do ask to have their children baptized and when there is an imminent death in their family they call the priest so that the person who is about to die can receive the sacraments or the last rites. Some of them even schedule a funeral mass. They go to church only on special occasions such as weddings, funerals, Christmas and Easter. Have you heard about the CEO Catholic? The Christmas and Easter only Catholic is the one who comes to church only on Christmas and Easter; they are also called submarine Catholics; do you know why? Because they only come up from the depths, or their underworld in some cases, twice a year to get some fresh air. They have faith, yes, but not enough.

These Catholics display some sort of loyalty to the Church when religion is the topic of a conversation, or when they are admitted to the hospital; they identify themselves as Catholics, plain Catholics, no labels attached to the word Catholic; they identify themselves as Catholics even though they know they should be doing much more in terms of prayer, reception of the sacraments and church attendance. Unfortunately, the vast majority of Catholics fall into this category. As you know, non-practicing Catholics are one of the largest religions in the world.

On the other hand, there are those exceptional Catholics, those who have grown spiritually to a point that they are almost perfect. They have developed all sorts of virtues: wisdom, prudence, maturity, love, inner peace, patience, kindness, honesty, courage, compassion, generosity, fidelity, integrity, fairness, self-control, and many more. They tend to be older people even tough, sometimes there are exceptions.  

Last but not least, we, the second group, we call ourselves practicing Catholics, we pray daily, don’t we? We attend church on a regular basis, we volunteer, we try to help our community and support our church. We know that life is better when we tend to our spiritual needs; we might still struggle with gossip, stinginess, judging others, swearing, cursing, criticism,  laziness, scrupulosity, nosiness and things like that, but we want to break those bad habits and grow spiritually and become better Christians. We know we are trying hard but we also know that there is still room for improvement.

Let’s go back to the question. How much faith does one need? The answer is pretty simple: we need more, we need more faith; that’s why today we recall the apostles request and ask God to increase our faith. 
