
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 

Every Advent, we prepare for the three-fold coming of the Christ — in history, in the present-day, and in 
the day of the Lord to come. We prepare for the kingdom of God to be operative and real in our lives. 

 

Isaiah writes today, then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together; for 
the mouth of the LORD has spoken. … Here is your God! … Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; in his arms he 
gathers the lambs, carrying them in his bosom, and leading the ewes with care. I know of no one who does not 
long for the kingdom. We pray every day, Thy kingdom come, with a sincere heart. 

 

The kingdom has come in the very person of Jesus the Christ. … it is proclaimed throughout the whole 
Gospel, and it has come in Christ's death and Resurrection. The Kingdom of God has been coming since the 
Last Supper and, in the Eucharist, it is in our midst. The kingdom will come in glory when Christ hands it over 
to his Father (CCC 2816). 

 

In the Lord’s Prayer, we are referring more specifically to the final coming of Christ in glory to establish 
permanently the fullness of the kingdom. Every time we receive the Eucharist, we receive the kingdom who is 
Jesus. This petition commits the Church all the more strongly. Since Pentecost, the coming of that Reign is the 
work of the Spirit of the Lord who completes his work on earth and brings us the fullness of grace (CCC 2818). 

 

Our destiny is life in the fullness of heaven. To achieve this highest of 
high destinies, we are committed to begin the life of heaven here on earth. 
God’s kingdom is one of justice. Our unjust world needs the witness and            
action of those who put God’s will first. Peace is a work of justice, not war        
or violence. 

 

True advancement of society must be founded on justice. Our catechism 
defines justice as — Justice is the moral virtue that consists in the constant 
and firm will to give their due to God and neighbor. Justice toward God is 
called the "virtue of religion." Justice toward men disposes one to respect           
the rights of each and to establish in human relationships the harmony that              
promotes equity with regard to persons and to the common good. The just 
man, often mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, is distinguished by habitual 
right thinking and the uprightness of his conduct toward his neighbor.              
"You shall not be partial to the poor or defer to the great, but in righteousness 
shall you judge your neighbor.” [Lev. 19:15] "Masters, treat your slaves    
justly and fairly, knowing that you also have a Master in heaven.” [Col. 4:1]. 

 

Many, if not most of us, would like to see this kingdom established right 
away. In some ways, it is. Jesus has won the war over sin and death. He has 
instituted it in the here and now. You and I are subjects and workers in the 
Kingdom now. We are the daughters and sons, brothers and sisters to the King of Kings. We are his family 
which forms the true basis for a community of believers. 

 

As we await in hope for the coming of our King, let us pray for the courage to take up the mantle of                 
discipleship in this part of the Kingdom. He gives the food of his own Body and Blood to sustain a life of           
discipleship. He will use us to work the Father’s will and bring peace and justice to a darkened world. 

 

May his light that shines in us also shine into the darkness of our world. 

  

Pax et bonum, 


