
Msgr. Bill's Weekly Letter ... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

A couple weeks ago I was hoping the Texans would win the football game so they could advance to the 
championship. They did win. Last week I hoped they would win again but was not as confident as before. Sadly, 
they lost. 

That happens often when we are hoping 
about tirings in tlris world, I hope I get a bigger 
rai e, we win the lottery, I get straight A's on my 
report card, etc., etc., etc. These kinds of hopes 
are wishes and sometimes the answer is yes but 
many times it is no. 

The virtue of hope i quite different. The 
virtue of hope is defined thi way in our 
catechi m: Hope is the theological virtue by 
which we desire the kingdom of heaven and 
eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in 
Christ's promises and relying not on our own 
strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. "Let us hold fast the confession of our 
hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faith.fi,11. " "The Holy Spirit . . .  he poured out upon 
us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
we might be justified by his grace and become 
heirs in hope of eternal life." (CCC 1817) 

I would like to share some wisdom from 
venerable F

u

lton Sheen s, Way to Happiness; 
There is Hope. 

A/armer went with his son into a 
wheat field to see if it was ready for the harvest. The son pointed to the stems that held up their 
heads, saying: "Those that let their heads hang cannot be good/or much." Thefa,mer replied: 
"See here, foolish child. This stock that stands so straight is lightheaded, and almost good for 
nothing, while those that hang their heads so modestly are fall of beautiful grain." In national 
life, as in nature, humility, with the head bowed before God, is the beginning of greatness . ...

We are not lost! We are only losing our pride. God never puts the crown of victory on a 
swollen head. As the shadows of the sun are longest when its beams are lowest, so we are 
greatest when we make ourselves least. Pride slays thanksgiving. Our next greatest victo,y in 
making peace will be celebrated by a solemn national act of thanksgiving to God 

Bishop Sheen had master under�tanding of the Engh h language. I will often call up one of his old Life 
is Worth Living series and other talks on the internet for inspiration and almost always a bit of humor is also 
found. We have 2000 year of writings, music, poetry, etcetera to help articulate the beauty of our faith. 

When it come to the virtue of hope I fear many fall into the trap of earth bound hope. I encourage 
everyone to read the section of our Catechism on the theological virtue of hope - paragraphs 1817 - 182 l. Next 
time you visit Jesus take the Catechism with you and read it again. Take it one paragraph at a time and meditate 
on each section. 

The section ends with thi quote from St. Teresa of Avila. 
Hope, 0 my soul, hope. You know neither the day nor the hout: Watch carefally, for everything passes 

quickly, even though your impatience makes doubtful what is certain, and turns a very short time into a long 
one. Dream that the more you struggle, the more you prove the love that you bear your God, and the more you 
will rejoice one day with your Beloved, in a happiness and rapture that can never end. 

pace - bene, 


