
Msgr. Bill's Weekly Letter ... 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
When I was in high school, I thought seriously about getting a tattoo. After a minute and a half my mother's 

face came to mind and the thought disappeared. I was afraid I might be written out of the will. At that time, the only 
people I remember who had tattoos were soldiers home from war (WWII or Korea). Over the ensuing years, tats 
became quite popular. 

Today one can easily find someone whose body is, for all intended purposes, totally covered with ink 
permanently etched into his or her skin. Many of these images depict the darker side of life and even Satan himself. 
Some are tattooed over most of their body with all sorts of designs. Others not liking the ink adorn themselves with 
many types of piercings from head to toe. 

In and of themselves none of this is a sin. It could be that one so hates his/her own body that they mistakenly 
think they need to cover it with pictures either to ridicule or to embarrass another or even self. Piercings in and of 
themselves are not mutilations and thus not sins. Of course, those tattoos that are immodest are sinful precisely 
because they are immodest. Someone who has her ankle tattooed with Princess Elsa has not committed a sin. 

In our first reading today, Jeremiah describes how God will tattoo us by writing his law on our hearts. He will 
not decorate the outside with vivid artwork but rather by placing his law deep within so we will make him known by 
how we speak and act towards others and ourselves. He will write his law in such a way that it will not fade unless we 
choose to make it so. 

There is a somewhat puzzling expression in this week's reading that Christ learned obedience from his 
suffering. In Christ, there are two perfect natures - divine and human. Jesus knew he was [ and is] the Second Person 
of the Blessed Trinity and so did his human nature know this. What Jesus 
did not know was the lived experience of his obedience to the Father. He 
could always define the word but was not able to know the experience 
because he had not yet lived. He does know what it means now and thus 
is able to relate to our struggles. 

We are blessed to have such a great high priest (Heb. 4: 15-6) who 
understands what we go through not just mentally, but psychically and 
spiritually as well. St. Thomas Aquinas wrote in his commentary on 
Hebrews, Christ knew what obedience wru from all eternity, but he 

learned obedience in practice through the severities he underwent 

particularly in his passion and death. 

Jesus knows what is in store for him soon. You can read a bit of doubt in the Gospel when Jesus poses the 
question, Father save me from this hour? ... But I came for this hour? In addition, we can see in his response his trust 
in the Father's will. He focused on the result of his trials not just the trials. A longer view is needed for this lifestyle. 
Many earthly styles can be morally straight but lack the vision of seeing beyond the immediate. 

It is much easier to become depressed or morose with a limited view of the future. If we fail to recognize 
Jesus in our sufferings, whether self-imposed or externally imposed, we will be doomed to pessimism and depression. 
We do not have to choose to live in such a manner. When we hang with Jesus, he will draw us to himself whose death 
conquered pessimism and won for us the freedom of the sons and daughters of God the Father. 

Never did Jesus say that suffering is a good thing, but like fertilizer, which does not look or smell good, ifwe 
use it properly, it makes things grow. Our high priest understands us so we need not be afraid. In these last two weeks 
of Lent, let us imitate Jesus in his strength, trust, and courage to follow the will of God our Father. We are his 
daughters and sons through adoption, heirs as well to the Kingdom ( cf. Rom. 8: 17). 

Our brother Jesus will not abandon us. Imitate him, the Holy One of God. Follow his example so one day we 
will all meet together and rest secure in our Father's love. 

pace- bene, 


