
 
DIRECTORY 

Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street, PO Box 575 
860-658-7627 Fax: 860-658-7626 

 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30-4:00 PM  

                              Friday: 8:30- 12:00 PM 

 
Rev. Frank Matera:  x301 

 
Rev. Ramon Garcia: x305 

 
Deacon Arthur Miller: x113 

 
Parish  Office: x306 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Business Manager: x303   

businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: x307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
Religious Education Grades 1-6:  x304   
RelED1-6@StMarySimsbury.org 
 

   Religious Education Grades 7-10: x302 
   RelEd7-10@stmarysimsbury.org  
 
   Youth Ministry: x302      
 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org     
 
Stephen Ministry: x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
St. Mary’s School: ( 860) 658-9412 
 

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
MASSES: 

 Monday -  Saturday:  8:00 AM 

 Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening): 5:00 PM 

 Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and  11:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month (during the 11:00 

am Mass) and third Sunday of the month by appointment. 

Required Baptism Preparation Program, please call the 

Parish Office. 

WEDDINGS: Couples please call  for  appointments at 

least six months in advance. 

SICK CALLS: Please notify the Parish Office if someone in your 

family is hospitalized and would like a visit. Under HIPAA 

Regulations, hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 

VISITORS: Thank you for worshipping with us. If you would 

like to join our parish, please give us a call or email us at  

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

PASTOR 

Reverend Frank J. Matera 

 

 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 

Reverend Ramon Garcia 

 

 

DEACON 

Mr. Arthur Miller 

 



ST. MARY’S PARISH, SIMSBURY 

 

Saturday DECEMBER 5 

5:00 PM People of St. Mary’s Parish 
 

Sunday DECEMBER 6 

8:00 AM  Eugene S. Fusi 
9:30 AM  Trent Weber 
   1st Anniversary 
   By: His Loving Family 
11:00 AM  Elaine Montano 
   4th Anniversary 
   With Love and Remembrance 
   By: Mom, Dad and Family 
 

Monday DECEMBER 7 

8:00 AM Susan McNamara 
 Birthday Remembrance 
 By: Sue Cummings  
 

Tuesday DECEMBER 8 

8:00 AM Feast of Immaculate Conception 
12:15 PM Feast of Immaculate Conception 
6:00 PM Feast of Immaculate Conception 
 

Wednesday DECEMBER 9 

8:00 AM Elleen McKennan 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: The Potter Family 
 

Thursday DECEMBER 10 

8:00 AM Mike & Catherine Johanning 
 By: Paul & June Krippner 
  

Friday DECEMBER 11 

8:00 AM Sally Destefano 
 In Memory of 
 By: Aida Marcktell 
 

Saturday DECEMBER 12 

8:00 PM Thomas Ekask 
 By: Susan McDonald 
5:00 PM Robert Carabillo 
 2nd Anniversary  
 By: His Loving Family 
 

Sunday DECEMBER 13 

8:00 AM  Jim & Peg Garrity 
   Remembrance 
   By: The Family 
9:30 AM  Malley, Oaks & Nicksa Families 
   By: John Malley 
11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
5:00 PM   Middle School Mass  
 

 

Parish Council: The Parish Council will meet this 
Wednesday, December 9th at 7:00 PM in the Lower 
Church. The meeting is open to all parishioners of St. 
Mary's Parish 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception:  This Tuesday, 
December 8th, is a Holy Day of Obligation. On this day the 
Church honors Mary who was conceived without Original 
Sin since she was to be the mother of God’s Son. This day is 
also the patronal feast of our Parish. The original building of 
St. Mary’s Church was on Plank Hill Rd. You can still see 
the church steps on Plank Hill Rd just above the Maple Tree 
Café. Our Parish was originally called the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, and the rose window above the 
choir loft depicts Mary under the title of the Immaculate 
Conception. Join us on this holy day, which is also our 
patronal feast day. Masses will be celebrated at 

8:00 AM 
12:15 PM (St. Mary’s School) 

6:00 PM 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Confessions will be 
heard this Monday, December 7th, the first Monday of the 
month from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 
 

Giving Tree: Please visit the Giving Tree. Take a card and 

return it next week. 
 

Second Collection: A parishioner writes, “As a Catholic 
school student from grades K–12, I was formed to be the 
person I am by many religious brothers and sisters, and I am 
forever grateful.” Show your appreciation for the senior 
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests who 
made a positive difference in so many lives. Please give 
generously to next week’s collection for the Retirement 
Fund for Religious.  
 

Christmas Youth Choir: The Christmas Youth Choir will 
rehearse this Thursday, December 10th, and next Thursday, 
December 17th from 5:00 PM - 5:45 PM inside the church. 
All children old enough to learn the words to traditional 
Christmas carols are invited to participate. The choir sings 
prior to the 6:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve starting at 5:30 
PM. Please see Music Director Gena Sullivan after Mass if 
you have any questions. 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: Join us on Monday, December 7 at 
7:00 PM in the Lower Church. Are you interested in knitting 
or crocheting? Beginners to experts are welcome. We gather 
once a month to make shawls for parishioners to give others 
for comfort during times of illness or other occasions. For 
information, call Rhoda Obermeier (860) 651-4027. 
 

Stephen Ministry Meeting: Stephen Ministers will meet in 
the Lower Church for continuing education and supervision 
on Tuesday, December 8 at 7:00 PM - 9:15 PM. 
 

Bereavement Support Group:  If you have lost someone 
and would like support please join our Bereavement Support 
Group after the 11:00 AM Mass on December 13. We will 
meet in the lower church. We hope to see you there.  

 

 
 

 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  



 
 
 

Advent 2015 

 
Prepare the Way of the Lord (2) 

 

 On this second Sunday of Advent, John the Baptist takes center stage. The Gospel says that in the fif-

teenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (about 27 AD), the Word of God came to John, the son of Zechari-

ah, in the desert. It is significant that the Word of God did not make its appearance in the royal court of Tibe-

rius Caesar at Rome, the most powerful ruler of the day. Nor did it did make it appearance in the great temple 

of Jerusalem to any of the high priests. Rather, it made its appearance in the desert, to John, the son of Zecha-

riah. God acts in strange and unexpected ways. And so, in the desert, far away from the political and religious 

powers of the day, the Word of God comes to John the son of Zechariah. 
 

Filled with the Word of God, John goes forth and proclaims prepare the way of the Lord. Prepare the 

way of the Lord because God is bringing about a great reversal. Every lofty mountain will be brought low, 

and every valley will be exalted. That is, the first will be last, and the last will be first, because God is about 

to bring about a new act of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
 

The prophet Baruch speaks about this salvation in today’s first reading. He tells the city of Jerusalem, 

which has been overrun by its enemies, to put off its robe of mourning and to put on the splendor of God for-

ever; for God is about the return her children who had been carried off to Babylon in exile. The city of Jerusa-

lem will be renewed. The people will be renewed, and all will experience God’s salvation once more.  
 

As we hear this reading, we can apply what it says to ourselves and to the Church. God is about to do 

something new. Indeed God is always about to do something new. But if we hope to embrace God’s new act 

of salvation, we must put off the old and put on the new.  
 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul prays that we may be pure and blameless on the Day of Christ, 

filled with the fruit of righteousness. The Day of Christ is that moment at the end of the ages when Christ will 

come again. It is the day of Christmas when Christ will come to us in Christmas mystery with a further offer 

of grace and salvation. 
 

The central theme of today’s readings can be summarized in this way: God is about to bring forth a 

new act of salvation, and we must be prepared to receive it. We must hasten to meet the Lord who is coming 

to meet us. This is how the Opening Prayer of today’s Mass summarizes the message of this Advent Season. 
 

Almighty and merciful God, 

may no earthly undertaking hinder those 

who set out in haste to meet your Son,  

but may our learning of heavenly wisdom  

give us admittance to his company. 
 

Advent is a time for us to hasten to meet the Lord, who is always coming to meet us with ever new 

offers of salvation. John the Baptist summons us to prepare a way for the Lord in our lives. The prophet Ba-

ruch tells us to set aside the past in order to embrace the Lord when he comes in all of his glory. And St. Paul 

reminds us that we must be ready to stand blameless before the Lord when he comes. 
  
Make this Advent season a time to prepare for the coming of the Lord who will come in the mystery 

of Christmas and at the end of the ages.     

      

         Father Matera 



December 6, 2015  

Jubilee Year of Mercy: The Archdiocese of Hartford will 
inaugurate the Jubilee Year of Mercy, proclaimed by Pope 
Francis, next Sunday, December 13th, 2015 at 3:00 PM at the 
Cathedral of Saint Joseph, 140 Farmington Ave., Hartford. 
The Jubilee Year will begin with the opening of the Holy 
Door at the Cathedral. This special liturgy will include a pro-
cession through the door, Evening Prayer, and Exposition and 
Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament. On this Gaudete Sun-

day, the Archdiocese of Hartford will prayerfully rejoice as 
our local Church strives to become more “Merciful like the 
Father” by practicing spiritual and corporal works of mercy in 
our local parishes and Archdiocese throughout this Jubilee 

Year of Mercy. Visit archdioceseofhartford.org for more infor-
mation. 

Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Program: Come join 
us today at 8:30 AM or 10:45 AM for a lively talk and discus-
sion led by Deacon Art on the Church’s Jubilee Year of Mer-
cy. Starbucks, Duncan Donuts, and pastries will be served. 
 

St. Mary’s Annual Retreat: Our annual retreat weekends are 
scheduled for February 26-28 at our Lady of Calvary and 
March 18-20 at the Holy Family. Look for more information 
about the themes and registration at www.stmarysimsbury.org 
and click on Faith Formation. 
 

Our Lady of Calvary Retreat: An Advent overnight at Our 
Lady of Calvary will be held on December 11-12 entitled 
Mary. Our Mother, reflects on the question “Who is the Moth-
er of God?” Please visit www.ourladyofcalvary.net 
 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: Join us on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 15th for Bible Study with Deacon Art in the Parish Center 
beginning at 7:00 PM. Bring a Bible and a friend - all are wel-
come! 

 

*** Prior to Bible Study join us at 6:10 PM for Lectio Divina 
in the portable classrooms and/or 6:45 PM in the Parish Cen-
ter for prayers for healing and special intentions.*** 

 

Please go to our website stmarysimsbury.org, click on Faith 
Formation, then click on Bible Study for further details.  
 

St. Mary Contemplative Prayer Group: Set aside activity to 
pray in stillness and increase the intimacy of your relationship 
with God.  We meet on Sunday, December 6 from 7:00 PM to 
8:30 PM in the Lower Church on the first and third  Sunday of 
each month. A newcomer orientation will start at 6:30 PM For 
more information please contact Mike Smoolca 
(msmoolca@hotmail.com) at 860-798-8992, Ellen Graham 
(ejgraham08@gmail.com) or visit the St Mary's website. 
 

Book Study: "The Joy of the Gospel" Join us this morning as 
we continue studying "The Joy of the Gospel". Click the title 
to see what chapters we are reading on Thursday, December 
10 at 9:30 AM. For more information contact Joanne Russell 
(joanne.russell@comcast.net). All are welcome!  
 
 

 

 

 

Grade Level Mass: On Sunday, December 13th Grades 4-6 
will be featured at the 9:30 Mass AM. 
 

Youth Mass: Our next Mass will take place on December 
13 at 5:00 PM. Please mark January 31, February 21, March 
13, April 24, and May 15 on your calendars. All middle and 
high school students are encouraged to attend with family 
and friends! Small groups will meet afterwards at 6:00 PM 
at Saint Mary’s School as usual.  
 
 

Middle School Religious Ed & Confirmation Prep: Sun-
day, December 13 is our next session. Small groups will 
gather in the Parish Center for Catholic Prayer and Practice 
from 6:00-7:30 PM. Join us beforehand for the 5:00 PM 
Mass! 
 

December calendar: This is an overview of the upcoming 
meetings which will all take place on Sunday nights from 
7:45 PM to 9:00 PM. On December 6, there will be dodge-
ball, sandwich making, and Adoration. December 13 is an 
Advent movie night. On December 20, we will have a 
Christmas party and Adoration.  
 

Youth Worship Band: We are seeking talented vocalists 
and musicians! Come learn contemporary Christian music 
to lead worship at 5:00 Sunday night youth Masses and Ad-
oration during IGNITE meetings. Practices take place in the 
Lower Church on Saturdays from 6:00-7:00 PM. Contact 
Kathleen Keating, our Youth Minister youthminis-
try@stmarysimsbury.org if you are interested. 
 

 

Catherine’s Place: ( St. Patrick and St. Anthony Church) 
in Hartford.  On Thursday, December 10 and Wednesday, 
December 16 we will be feeding approximately 16 women 
at this transitional home for homeless women in recov-
ery.  We are in need of main dishes, salads, bread, desserts 
and a few volunteers.  During December we will also be 
giving small gifts of toiletries,  so we will also accept items 
for personal care.  Please call Lorraine Rippel at (860) 658-
6438 or Email at lrippel@aol.com. Thank you for your 
kindness and generosity!  

 

Breakfast With Santa: Breakfast with Santa Party for Peo-
ple with Special Needs will be held in the Parish Center on 
Saturday, Dec. 12, from 10-11:30 AM. If you would like to 
attend or volunteer to help, please call Carol Locandro 
(860) 658-2118  or MaryAnn Pilon (860) 651-7220.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT ENRICHMENT 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 

OUTREACH 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 






