
 
DIRECTORY 

Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street, PO Box 575 
860-658-7627 Fax: 860-658-7626 

 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30-4:00 PM  

                              Friday: 8:30- 12:00 PM 

 
Rev. Frank Matera:  x301 

 
Deacon Arthur Miller: x113 

 

Parish  Office: x306 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Business Manager: x303   

businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: x307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6:  x304   
RelED1-6@StMarySimsbury.org 
 

   Religious Education Grades 7-10: x302 
   RelEd7-10@stmarysimsbury.org  
 
   Youth Ministry: x302      
 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org     
 
Stephen Ministry: x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
St. Mary’s School: ( 860) 658-9412 
 

 
 

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
MASSES: 

 Monday -  Thursday:  8:00 AM 

 Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening): 5:00 PM 

 Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and  11:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month (during the 11:00 

am Mass) and third Sunday of the month by appointment. 

Required Baptism Preparation Program, please call the 

Parish Office. 

WEDDINGS: Couples please call  for  appointments at 

least six months in advance. 

SICK CALLS: Please notify the Parish Office if someone in your 

family is hospitalized and would like a visit. Under HIPAA 

Regulations, hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 

VISITORS: Thank you for worshipping with us. If you would 

like to join our parish, please give us a call or email us at  

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

PASTOR 
Reverend Frank J. Matera 

 

 

 

 

DEACON 
Mr. Arthur Miller 

 



 

Saturday FEBRUARY 20 

5:00 PM Michael Furey 

 24th Anniversary 

 By:  His Family 
 

Sunday FEBRUARY 21 

8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 

9:30 AM  Norman Bourdon 

   In Memory of 

   By: The Baker Family 

11:00 AM  Barbara Sieber 

   By: The Gomez-Nieto Family 

5:00 PM  Youth Mass 
 

Monday FEBRUARY 22 

8:00 AM Mac Bason 

 By: A Friend 
 

Tuesday FEBRUARY 23 

8:00 AM Abby Bason 

 By: A Friend  
 

Wednesday FEBRUARY 24 

8:00 AM Beth 

 By: A Friend 
 

Thursday FEBRUARY 25 

8:00 AM Louise Giannini 

 In Loving Memory 

 By: Her Husband & Children 
 

Friday STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

7:00 PM  
 

Saturday FEBRUARY 27 

5:00 PM John Molloy 

 Birthday Remembrance 

 By: His Family 
 

Sunday FEBRUARY 28 

8:00 AM  Michael Bruno 

   By: The Kalamarides Family 

9:30 AM  Anne Abrahamsen 

   In Memory Of 

   By: The Baker Family 

11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 

 

 

 

 

 

Deceased: Please pray for Angela Paquette. May she 
rest in peace of Christ. 

 

Lenten Taize Prayer: Save the date for Wednesday, 
March 8 at 7:00 PM. Lenten hour of prayer with song, 
scripture and  quiet. 

 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Abstinence during Lent: All the Fridays of Lent are   
days of abstinence. Abstinence means to refrain from 
eating meat. It is required of those 14 years of age and 
older. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: During Lent every     
church in the Archdiocese will be open on Monday 
evening, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM for confessions. Bishop 
Rosazza will assist Father Matera in hearing confessions 
on the Mondays of Lent. 
 
Stations of the Cross: Please join us on the Friday 
evenings of Lent at 7:00 PM as we pray and reflect on   
the passion of Jesus through the Stations of the Cross. 
 
Annual St Patrick's Dinner: Come and enjoy Corned 
Beef & Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, Irish Soda Bread, 
Dessert and Beverage and stay for the Entertainment and 
Sign Along on Thursday, March 17th at 6:00 PM  in 
Parish Center. The tickets will be sold after the weekend 
Masses on March 5th 6th 12th & 13th.  Also available in    
the Parish Office after March 1st. Adults - $15; Children 
12 and under- $7. RSVP no later than March 13th. Get 
your tickets early, we sold out last year. No tickets will   
be sold at the door. Hosted by the Knights of Columbus   
& St Mary’s Social Committee. For additional info, call 
(860) 651-4027 or (860) 658-7627. 
 
Christian Refugee Relief: The Knights of Columbus is 
asking those considering a Lenten sacrifice to give “40 
Bucks for Lent” and use the hashtag #40BucksForLent to 
help Middle Eastern Christians and other religious 
minorities suffering religious persecution there. These 
donations can be made to the Christian Refugee Relief 
Fund at christiansatrisk.org, or by sending checks or 
money orders (payable to “Knights of Columbus 
Charities”) to P.O. Box 1966, New Haven, CT 06509-
1966. The memo portion should indicate that the check     
is for “Christian Refugee Relief.” 

 

Retreats: 
 

Men’s Retreat-March 18 to 20 

Holy Family Monastery 

Contact: Jerry Graham (860) 651-6621 
 

Woman’s Retreat-February 26 to 28 

Our Lady of Calvary 

Contact: Ellen Graham (860) 651-6621 or                      

Mary Blume (860) 651-8302 

 
 

 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  



From Temptation to Glorification 
 

 Last week, the first week of Lent, we heard the gospel of Jesus being tested in the wilderness. This 
week, we hear the gospel of his transfiguration. Last week we saw Jesus in all his humanity being assaulted by 
Satan. This week we see him in all his godliness, radiating the glory of God. These two gospels are a study in 
contrast. One draws our attention to the humanity of Jesus by reminding us, as the Epistle to the Hebrews says, 
that Jesus was tested in every way. The other draws our attention to the divinity of Jesus by pointing to the res-
urrection glory that lies before him, and before us! 
 

 In today’s second reading, St. Paul writes about the resurrection glory that lies before us. Addressing 
the Philippians at a time when he was imprisoned and in danger of being put to death, the great apostle says: 
“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Aware that the time of 
his death was approaching, St. Paul was filled with hope and confidence because he knew the goal and purpose 
of his life was to be with Christ.  
 

St. Paul was confident that he would share in the resurrection glory of Jesus, and so he writes: “He 
[Christ] will change our lowly body to conform with his glorified body.” Think of that! The risen Christ will 
change our mortal body so that it will be like his resurrection body of Christ. We will be what Christ has be-
come! We will share in the very glory of the risen Lord in whom we believe. 

 

But just as Jesus had to pass through suffering and death in order to enter his glory, so must we us. We 
cannot share in the glory, if we do not share in the suffering. We cannot share in Jesus’ life, if we do not die. 
Notice that in today’s gospel of the transfiguration, Jesus speaks with Moses and Elijah about the “exodus” he 
is about to accomplish in Jerusalem. This “exodus” is his death, his passage from death to life. 

 

The gospels we have heard these first two weeks of Lent summarize the mystery of the Christian life; 
they proclaim the essential meaning of Lent. Our life and this Lenten Season is a passage from testing to glory, 
from temptation to victory, from death to life. If we endure the testing and suffering as Jesus did, we will share 
in the glory of his resurrection life. 

 

The purpose of Lent is to renew and purify us so that so that we can celebrate the Paschal Mystery of 
Christ’s death and resurrection. But if we hope to be conformed to the risen Lord, we must be willing to en-
dure the testing and suffering he endured; for only those who have been tested will enter into the glory. 

 

We are still at the beginning of Lent. Do not let this time of grace pass you by. Fast so that you can 
pray. Pray so that that you can give alms.    

          Father Matera 

  
Lenten Series 

 

My Lenten series on the Book of Exodus continues this Thursday, February 25. This week’s topic is How God 

Redeems the Oppressed. This session deals with the great contest between God and Pharaoh, the ten plagues, 
and Israel’s deliverance at the Red Sea (Exodus 7:8—15:21). We begin with refreshments at 7:00 PM in the 
Lower Church Hall followed by a talk at 7:30 PM. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Mary’s Mission Statement:  
 

We are a faith-filled community centered in Christ that gathers in our Father’s love to celebrate in Word and 

Sacrament. We seek to grow in that love, to be guided by the Holy Spirit and to share an atmosphere of warmth 

and hospitality with all. 



February 21, 2016 
Discovering Better Options: The Simsbury Communi-
ty for Care invites you to a panel discussion:  Discover-

ing Better Options: The Impact of Drugs on Youth and 

Young Adults on Wednesday, February 24, 2016 at the 
Simsbury Public Library Program Room beginning 
at 6:00 PM. This panel will be led by Therapist Marc 
Lehman and include a wide range of topics and view-
points. This talk is appropriate for parents, students, and 
young adults, professionals interacting or treating young 
adults and anyone interested in the topic of drug abuse. 
If you have any questions regarding this event, call 
Simsbury Social Services at (860) 658-3283. 
 
 

Holy Land Tour 2016: St. Catherine of Siena Parish 
invites you to travel with them to the Holy Land in Oc-
tober 2016. Learn all the details of this exciting once in 
a lifetime trip on Wednesday March 9th, at 7 PM in Rus-
sell Hall, St. Catherine of Siena Church. A veteran pro-
fessional Holy Land traveler will present the trip itiner-
ary including: Galilee, Nazareth, Capernaum, Bethle-
hem, and Jerusalem. Non-stop airfare, accommodations, 
tour guides, trip costs and trip insurance will be re-
viewed. Questions or for more information contact Tom 
Clarke at emaom.daybreak@gmail.com 
 

Granny’s Attic & Granny’s Boutique: This year we 
will also be accepting clean gently used coats and cloth-
ing. Antiques or collectibles will be specially priced.  
We encourage families to donate unwanted treasures 
they no longer need. Items must be in good to excellent 
condition and clean. If you are donating an item that has 
a cord or remote please tape it to the item.  Items that 
we will not accept due to state regulations and/or are not 
of interest for buyers are: automobile tires, shoes, com-
puters, monitors, printers, old computer software, paint, 
chemicals, fertilizers, batteries, full size appliances, 
magazines, Reader’s Digest, textbooks, encyclopedias, 
mattresses, TV’s, skis, car seats, heavy exercise equip-
ment, trunks, dorm refrigerators and disposable or per-
sonal items such as cosmetics, electric razors, or tooth-
brushes. Location to be announced in late March. 
Collection dates: Friday, April 15th 4:00pm-7:00pm—
Saturday, April 16th and Sunday, April 17th 9:00am -
4:00pm. Granny’s Attic will be open to the public: 
Monday, April 18th to Saturday, April 23rd.  For times 
refer to St. Mary’s website www.stmarysimsbury.org. If 
you have questions and/or would like to volunteer to 
collect, sort and assist in selling, please contact Jane 
Stevenson (860) 651-5017 stevenje@comcast.net or 
Stephanie McIntyre (860) 651-3862 smcinre190@gmail 
 
 

 

Grade Level Mass: Grades 1-3 will be featured at the 
9:30 Mass next Sunday, February 28st . 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Program: 

There will be a Social before and after the 9:30 Mass. 
Come on over to the Parish Center to join us for coffee 
and treats. 
 

Tuesday Evening Bible Study: Join us on Tuesday, 
February 23rd for Bible Study with Deacon Art Miller 
in the Parish Center beginning at 7:00 PM. Prior to  
Bible Study join us at 6:10 PM for Lectio Divina in the 
portable classrooms and/or 6:45 PM in the Parish Cen-
ter for prayers for healing and special intentions. 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group: St Mary's Christian 
Contemplative Prayer Group will have a meeting on 
Sunday, February 21. Newcomer Orientation at 6:30 
PM, the group meeting starts at 7:00 PM.  
 

Calling all 8th thru 12th Grade Students: We still 
have several spots remaining for the Steubenville East 
youth conference on July 15-17. Contact Sean Hughes 
(860) 995-7081 or Kathleen Keating (860) 658-7627 
for more information. Or simply visit and register at 
the St. Mary's parish website. 

 

Alumni News: Congratulations to Alexandra 
McKenna, SMS Class of '09, on being named to the 
Dean's List at the College of the Holy Cross. 
 

We also congratulate Sarah Jessen, SMS Class of 

'10.  Sarah is currently a junior at Northwest Catholic 
and recently performed at the Berklee High School 
Jazz Festival in Boston with the NWC Big Band.  The 
Big Band earned first place in Berklee's Large Ensem-
ble category. Additionally, Sarah was presented with 
an Individual Judge’s Choice Award. Sara was also 
recognized for Outstanding Musicianship in the Big 
Band’s Large Ensemble category. 

St. Therese Church: The Waste Not Want Not    
Community Kitchen's third annual Cabaret and Gour-
met Dinner is on March 12 starting at 6:30. The event 
is to be held at St. Therese Church. For tickets please 
call (860) 653-3838, or email birchhillgirl@cox.net or 
stop by the Granby Pharmacy. The tickets are $35/pp.    
 

 

 

STEUBENVILLE EAST  

GRANNY’S ATTIC 

ADULT ENRICHMENT 

OTHER 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 






