
 
DIRECTORY 

Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street, PO Box 575 
860-658-7627 Fax: 860-658-7626 

 
Office Hours: Monday-Thursday: 8:30-4:00 PM  

                              Friday: 8:30- 12:00 PM 

 
Rev. Frank Matera:  x301 

 
Deacon Arthur Miller: x113 

 

Parish  Office: x306 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Business Manager: x303   

businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: x307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6:  x304   
RelED1-6@StMarySimsbury.org 
 

   Religious Education Grades 7-10: x302 
   RelEd7-10@stmarysimsbury.org  
 
   Youth Ministry: x302      
 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org     
 
Stephen Ministry: x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 

 
St. Mary’s School: ( 860) 658-9412 
 

 
 

www.stmarysimsbury.org 
MASSES: 

 Monday -  Thursday:  8:00 AM 

 Sunday Vigil (Saturday Evening): 5:00 PM 

 Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 and  11:00 AM 

 

CONFESSIONS: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
BAPTISMS: First Sunday of the month (during the 11:00 

am Mass) and third Sunday of the month by appointment. 

Required Baptism Preparation Program, please call the 

Parish Office. 

WEDDINGS: Couples please call  for  appointments at 

least six months in advance. 

SICK CALLS: Please notify the Parish Office if someone in your 

family is hospitalized and would like a visit. Under HIPAA 

Regulations, hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 

VISITORS: Thank you for worshipping with us. If you would 

like to join our parish, please give us a call or email us at  

parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

 



 

Saturday MARCH 12 

5:00 PM Maureen Yates 
 In Memory Of 
 By: Helen Jarrett 
 

Sunday MARCH 13 

8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  Michael Bruno 
   In Memory of 
   By: The Bruno Family 
11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
 
Monday MARCH 14 

8:00 AM Meg 
 By: Her Family 
 
Tuesday MARCH 15 

8:00 AM Pat Davis 
 By: His Family  
 
Wednesday MARCH 16 

8:00 AM Jim Davis 
 By: His Family 
 
Thursday MARCH 17 

8:00 AM Gail 
 By: Her Family 
 

Friday MARCH 18 

7:00 PM Stations of the Cross 
 

Saturday MARCH 19 

5:00 PM Mary Ann O’Meara 
 Birthday Remembrance 
 By: The Duff Family 
 

Sunday MARCH 20 

8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  Bruno Calderara 
   In Memory Of 
   By: The Duff Family 
11:00 AM  Madeline Shortell 
   By: Her Family 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Archbishop’s Annual Appeal: The 2016 
Archbishop’s Annual Appeal is now underway in our 
parish. Your support of this year’s Appeal ensures the 
essential charitable, educational, and pastoral ministries 
of the Archdiocese of Hartford are carried forward. 
We hope you can help meet our parish goal of 
$175,000. If you would like to make a gift, kindly mail 
in your pledge card. You may also contact our parish 
secretary, visit the Archdiocesan website at 
archdioceseofhartford.org or call the Appeal Office at 
(800) 781-2550. Keep in mind that an early pledge will 
allow for a monthly payment plan. 
 

Abstinence during Lent: All the Fridays of Lent are   
days of abstinence. Abstinence means to refrain from 
eating meat. It is required of those 14 years of age and 
older. 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: During Lent every     
church in the Archdiocese will be open on Monday 
evening, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM for confessions. Bishop 
Rosazza will assist Father Matera in hearing 
confessions on the Mondays of Lent. 
 
Stations of the Cross: Please join us on the Friday 
evenings of Lent at 7:00 PM as we pray and reflect on   
the passion of Jesus through the Stations of the Cross. 
 
Annual St. Patrick's Dinner: This Sunday is the last 
day to buy tickets! Come and enjoy Corned Beef & 
Cabbage, Potatoes, Carrots, Irish Soda Bread, Dessert 
and Beverage and stay for the Entertainment and Sing 
Along on Thursday, March 17th at 6:00 PM in Parish 
Center. The tickets will be sold after this weekend’s 
Masses on March 12th & 13th. Adults - $15; Children 

12 and under- $7. RSVP no later than March 13th. Get 
your tickets early, we sold out last year. No tickets will 
be sold at the door. 
 
Save the Date:  The Parish Bike Ride will be on 
Saturday, June 12 at 10:00 AM in the north parking lot. 
This is a fun ride on Rails to Trails, with 1, 2, 5,10 and 
20 mile rides for every level and interest. If you are 
interested in signing up please contact Paul Mikkelson 
at mikbenefit@comcast.net. This is a fun and subtle 
way to bring someone back to Church. Please know 
that all are welcome!   
 
 
 

 
 
 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS  



Forgetting the Past 
 

 It is important to remember the past lest we repeat past mistakes. But there are times when we need to 
set the past aside lest it distract us from what God is doing in our lives now. 
 

 For example, in today’s first reading, God tells the people of Israel, “Remember not the events of the 
past” because God is doing something new in their midst. God is performing a new work of salvation for their 
benefit, and if they dwell on the past they will not see what God is doing for them. 
 

 In today’s second reading, Paul tells us how he set aside the past so that he could know Christ. Former-
ly he sought to establish his own holiness before God by his own efforts. But when God revealed his Son to 
him, Paul suddenly realized that God had given him the gift of holiness in his Son Jesus Christ. And so Paul 
set aside the gains of his past life so that he could know the gift of God in Jesus Christ. 
 

 Finally, in today’s gospel Jesus meets a woman who desperately needs to set aside her past. Her past 
had been marked by an adulterous relationship that her accusers would not let her forget. But Jesus does not 
condemn her, nor does he remind her of her past. Instead, he offers her the gift of forgiveness. And so it is time 
for her to set the past aside so that she can embrace the new thing God is doing for her in Jesus Christ. 

*** 

 There are times when we dwell on the past in a morbid way. For example, we remember the way that 
others have hurt us, and we keep a grudge. Or we remember some particular sin, and we think that we are be-
yond God’s mercy and forgiveness. But today’s liturgy reminds that God is doing something new for us in Je-
sus Christ. God is bringing about a new act of salvation that can change and transform our lives. And so there 
are times when we must set the past aside so that we can embrace the new thing that God is doing in our lives. 
 

 We have now entered the fifth week of Lent, and next week will be Holy Week. Throughout this Len-
ten Season we have been preparing for the great events of Holy Week by more frequent and devout prayer, by 
works of charity for the good and benefit of others, and by fasting and sacrifice so that we can master those 
things that would lead us away from Christ. Now is the time to set aside the past so that we can embrace the 
new thing God is doing for us in Christ. 
 

 The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a powerful way in which we can set aside the past and embrace the 
gift of salvation God offers us in Christ. Through this sacrament we confess our sins and acknowledge our 
need for the forgiveness that only God can extend to us in Jesus Christ. Through this sacrament we, like the 
woman of today’s gospel, meet the merciful and forgiving Christ. Through this sacrament we experience the 
new thing God is doing for us in Christ. 
 

 This is the acceptable time to embrace the peace and reconciliation God offers us in Christ. This Mon-
day and next Monday you can receive the Sacrament at any Catholic Church in the Archdiocese of Hartford 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. If necessary, we will hear confessions beyond 7:00 PM.  

 

Father Matera 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 13, 2016 

 

Sunday Morning Adult Enrichment Program: Par-

ents of 6th graders are invited to join students during 
their religious education classes today in the Parish  
Center. You will be helping the children with a service 
project and demonstrating your love by helping others.  
Palm Sunday: No Adult Enrichment. Mark your calen-
dars for April 10th and April 24th which will be Parental 
Service Project planning and execution sessions. 
 

Men's Retreat: Men from St. Mary's will head for a 
parish retreat at the Holy Family Passionist Retreat Cen-
ter in West Hartford. The retreat starts Friday, March  
18 to Sunday, March 20. This year we celebrate the 
Year of Mercy as courageously proclaimed by Pope 
Francis and the theme of this retreat is "Into the Heart of 
Mercy."  

Granny’s Attic & Granny’s Boutique: This year we 
will also be accepting clean gently used coats and cloth-
ing. Antiques or collectibles will be specially priced.  
We encourage families to donate unwanted treasures 
they no longer need. Items must be in good to excellent 
condition and clean. Location to be announced in late 
March. Collection dates: Friday, April 15th 4:00 PM-
7:00 PM-Saturday, April 16th and Sunday, April 17th 
9:00 AM -4:00 PM. Granny’s Attic will be open to the 

public: Monday, April 18th to Saturday, April 23rd.   
 

Catherine’s Place: (St. Patrick and St. Anthony 
Church) We will be feeding approximately 16 women at 
this transitional home for homeless women in recovery 
on Wednesday, March 16. Please call Lorraine Rippel at 
(860) 658-6438 or email at lrippel@aol if you are able 
to help with food or serving.  
 

Athletics/Basketball:  As our regular season schedule 
and tournament comes to a close we want to congratu-
late our fearless SMS Blue Knights on a high energy, 
exciting basketball season. Whether under siege or lead-
ing the charge, our players demonstrated outstanding 
athleticism and sportsmanship. JVA Boys and Girls & 
Varsity Boys and Girls all competed in the League 
Championships, JVA Boys going all the way to the 
semi finals and the Varsity Girls winning the League 

Championship! All five teams have now earned a 

place in the State Playoffs!!  

Grade Level Mass: Grade Level Mass: Grades 1-3 
will be featured at the 9:30 Mass next Sunday, March 
13th. 
 

Grade Level Mass: Grades 4-6 will be featured at the 
9:30 Mass Sunday, March 20th. 
 
Second Grade Eucharist Retreat: Will be held on 
Saturday, April 2nd in the Parish Center. Children are 
scheduled in groups by their last name. One parent is 
required to attend the retreat with their child. 
Group 1:   A, B, F, G, L N, O        8:45AM -11:00AM 
Group 2:   C, P, R, S, T, Y             9:45 AM -12:00 PM 
Group 3:   D, H, K, M, W              10:45AM - 1:00PM 
 
Rice Bowls: We will be collecting Rice Bowls on 
Palm Sunday, March 20th. Please drop them off in the 
containers near our central table in the hallway during 
Religious Education classes.  
 
Teen Lures Prevention: As mandated by the Archdi-
ocese of Hartford and the United States Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, all middle and high school students 
are participating in this safety and self-awareness pro-
gram which includes a newscast that was recently 
filmed by IGNITE Youth Ministry. For more infor-
mation, visit teenluresprevention.com  
 
High School Confirmation Prep: Looking for forms? 
Check out our High School Program page and Service 
Information page under the Faith Formation tab on our 
parish website. Tenth grade, everything listed on the 
second page of our Confirmation Prep packet is due 
today during small group. 

Thank you: In this Jubilee Year of Mercy, IGNITE's 
focus is outreach. Over 1,000 diapers, 40 containers of 
wipes, and 10 baby blankets were donated to Saint 
Gerard’s Center for Life supporting mothers and ba-
bies in crisis. The Sisters of Saint Joseph were also 
grateful for the 107 sandwiches we made for the House 
of Bread.  
 
Vacation Bible School: Join us on a trip to Egypt 
from June 20-23! Your children will love our live mu-
sic, outdoor games, and stories of pharaoh’s crazy 
dreams. Register today! Click on the VBS Egypt icon 
on the homepage of our parish website.  
 
 

GRANNY’S ATTIC 

ADULT ENRICHMENT 

ST. MARY’S SCHOOL 

YOUTH MINISTRY 

OUTREACH 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 






