
 

 
Directory 

 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303  
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Judy Eagen 
 Ext. 304  RelED1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Principal: Margaret Williamson 
(860) 658-9412 
946 Hopmeadow Street  
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish     Office 
if someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for   further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
ice@stmarysimsbury.org 

Simsbury, Connecticut  06070 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday October 22 
5:00 PM George Mainville Jr. 
 10th Anniversary 
 By: His Family 
 

Sunday October 23 
8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  Robert Fetherston 
   In Memory of 
   By: The Baker Family 
11:00 AM  Amy Kuklinski 
   In Loving Memory of 
   By: Braverman Family 
5:00 PM  Youth Mass 
 

Monday October 24 
8:00 AM Joan, Jeffrey & Julie Kliska 
 By: Their Family 
 

Tuesday October 25 
8:00 AM Elizabeth Carmel Sullivan 
 In Memory of 
 

Wednesday October 26 
8:00 AM Marta Rodrigues 
 In Memory of 
 By: The Cummings Family  
 

Thursday October 27 
8:00 AM  Don McVay 
   In Remembrance of 
   By: The Bible Family 
 

Saturday October 29 
5:00 PM Donna Haverley 
 By: The Kalamarides Family 
 

Sunday October 30 
8:00 AM  Michael & Dorothy Dlubac 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: Young Cha Dlublac &  
   Her Children 
9:30 AM  Catherine Lucille Villaverde 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: Her Friends & Family 
11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Parish Announcements 
 

Weekly Offertory:  Last week’s offertory was 
$17,248.75.  Of this amount, $7608.75 came from 128 
E-Givers, and $9640 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. To meet our projected 
budget, our weekly offertory should average $14,900.   
 
Second Collection: This Weekend, Oct 22-23, is World 
Mission Sunday. The second collection will be for the 
missions and those who work in the missions 
throughout the world. 
 

Celebrate Your Wedding Anniversary: If you are 
celebrating a wedding anniversary this Fall, please join 
us at the 5:00 PM Mass this Saturday, October 22. At 
that time, we will bless all who are celebrating a 
marriage anniversary. There will be a time for you to 
renew your marriage vows and we will bless your 
wedding rings as well. We will celebrate marriage 
anniversaries quarterly, in the spring, summer, fall and 
winter. Please join us in the Parish Center for a wine 
and cheese social after Mass. 
 

Remembering the Faithful Departed: On Wednesday, 
November 2nd at 7:00 PM, All Souls Day, we will 
celebrate our annual memorial Mass for all who have 
died this past year. Please save the date. 
 
Staying Connected with Our Young People: We 
would like to stay in contact with our young people who 
are at college, in military service or in the work force.  
If you have a college age son or daughter at college,  
in the military or working, please send us his or her 
address and email so we can send them a quarterly 
newsletter. Please email this address to the Parish 
Office at: parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org under the 
heading “Youth Outreach.” 
 
Going Green: Are you trying to cut down on the paper 
you use?  Is the check you write to our parish one of the 
few checks that you write anymore?  You can give 
greener by using our Online Giving Program.  Go to our 
parish website (www.stmarysimsbury.org) and click on 
the blue Egiving icon.  You can set up the amount that 
you would like to give on a schedule that meets your 
needs and you never have to worry about writing 
another check, forgetting your envelope, or having cash 
in your wallet.  Our parish greatly appreciates all those 
who choose to give in this manner as it helps us 
maintain a consistent cash flow and pay all of our bills 
in a timely manner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hymns for 5:00 PM, 8:00 & 11:00 AM 
 

Readings: #1181 
Processional: #893 

Gloria: #193 
Offertory: #641 

Mass of Creation: #198, 200, 202, 204 
Recessional: #835 

Baptism: We welcome Mason McCully and Gavin 
Ronald-John Kaczor who was baptized into Christ 
last week. 



Seven Sacraments 
Our Encounter with Christ 

 
Confirmation: Sealed by the Holy Spirit for Witness and Mission  

 
 Last week I spoke of Baptism as the gateway to all of the sacraments. This week, I am writing 
about Confirmation, the sacrament by which we are sealed by God’s Spirit as belonging to Jesus 
Christ and empowered to witness and preach the gospel to the world. 

Confirmation is one of the three sacraments of Christian initiation by which we are fully con-
formed to Christ and made mature members of his church. In the early church, Baptism, Confirmation 
and Eucharist were administered together at the Easter Vigil. This still happens today when catechu-
mens are brought into the church at the Easter Vigil. But as the baptism of infants became more com-
mon, the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist were separated from each other. Infants 
were baptized. Years later they received First Communion, and then later they were confirmed. 

In the Archdiocese of Hartford, those who are to be confirmed must be sophomores in high 
school or older. While this results in a long period between Baptism and Confirmation, it has an im-
portant benefit: those who are confirmed are at an age when they can “confirm” and “ratify” what was 
done for them at their Baptism. 

Confirmation, however, is not just a moment when a person confirms or ratifies what occurred 
at infant baptism. It is more than that: It is the moment when the baptized are sealed with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and empowered to witness and proclaim the gospel to the world. At their Confirmation 
the baptized enter into a mature Christian faith. 

To be sure, we received the gift of the Holy Spirit when we were baptized into Christ. But at 
Confirmation we participate in the gift of the Spirit in a new way. First, we are sealed with the Holy 
Spirit who identifies us as belonging to Christ. Just as a seal is put on a letter or package to identify it 
in an official way, so we are sealed with the Holy Spirit at Confirmation in a way that identifies our 
relationship to Jesus Christ. Second, at Confirmation the Holy Spirit strengthens us with gifts of wis-
dom, counsel, and fortitude so that we can witness and proclaim our faith to the world.  

Sometimes Confirmation is seen as graduation from religious instruction and regular church 
attendance. Such a view misunderstands the meaning of this sacrament. Confirmation is the moment 
we receive our adult status within the community of the church so that we take up our share of the 
work of the gospel by witnessing Christ to others. Those who understand Confirmation in this way 
will understand their new dignity and responsibility within the community of the Church. 

 Next week, I will consider the Eucharist, the third sacrament of Christian initiation by which 
we enter into an intimate union with the risen Christ.   
         

           Father Matera 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Accessible Rest Rooms 
 

If you find it difficult to use the rest rooms in the Lower Church,  
please feel free to use the rest rooms in the sacristy. 



October 23, 2016 
Religious Education 

 
Grade Level Mass: Next Sunday, October 30 Grades 1-
3 will be featured at the 9:30 Mass. 
 
Prayer Partners for 2nd Graders- Our 2nd Graders 
from the Religious Education Program and St. Mary’s 
School are preparing to receive the Sacrament of Recon-
ciliation this December. Once again we are asking pa-
rishioners to pray for our 2nd graders during this time of 
preparation. There are envelopes at each exit of the 
Church with the name of a 2nd grader and instructions 
inside the envelope. As it nears the date of their First 
Reconciliation please send them a card or note letting 
them know you have been praying for them. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to show these children that we 
support them as they prepare for the sacrament. Any 
questions please contact Judy Eagen (860) 658-5919. 

 

     
Adult Enrichment 

 

Adult Enrichment: Please join us in the Parish Center 
after the 9:30 AM Mass where Father Matera will pre-
sent The Essence of Catholicism. 
 

 Next Week: Rabbi Rebekah Goldman from 
 Farmington Valley Jewish Congregation will 
 present The Essence of Judaism. 
 

The Church in Crisis: Wisdom from St. Paul’s Letter 
to the Corinthians. Father Matera’s Fall Series  
continues this Thursday. The series is held in the Lower 
Church: Refreshments at 7:00 PM; talk at 7:30 PM, 
When Envy Divides the Church  
 

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join us in the Parish 
Center on Wednesday, November 16 at 7:00 PM.  
We will start at 6:45 for prayers for healing and  
special intentions. Lectio Divina will meet in the porta-
ble classrooms from 6:00 - 6:45 PM prior to Bible Study 
with Deacon Art.  
 

Who Was Thomas Merton and Why Should You 
Care? On Wednesday, November 2 from 6:00-9:00 PM, 
Mike Smoolca, Parishioner at St. Mary’s Church, will  
be speaking about Thomas Merton who was one of     
the four great Americans singled out by Pope Francis. 
For more information and to register, please call (860) 
677-8519, email: olcretreat@sbcglobal.net or visit 
www.ourladyofcalvary.net. If you are in need of a    
ride, please call Susan Falkner (860) 651-4655.   
 
 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Walk In Wednesday: Drop in to St. Mary's School 
and see the difference a Catholic education makes! 
Walk In Wednesdays are October 26th from 9:00 to 
11:30 AM. Accepting applications for Pre-
Kindergarten through 8th grade for the 2017-18 
school year. Questions? Please contact Toni 
Chagnon: tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net. 
 
Fundraiser: St. Mary's 8th grade fundraiser will be at 
Puerta Vallarta Restaurant - 15 West Avon Rd. in 
Avon, this Sunday, October 23 from 11:00 AM-10:30 
PM. A percentage of sales will be donated by Puerta 
Vallarta to benefit St. Mary's 8th grade class! 
 

Outreach 
 
Food Collection: Our monthly food collection will be 
this Sunday, October 23. Please bring the following 
non-perishable items to 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM and  
11:00 AM Masses: canned soups, meat, tuna and fruit, 
coffee, pasta, peanut butter and jelly, cereals and toilet 
paper. A vehicle will be in the parking lot with a sign: 
Simsbury Food Pantry. Volunteers are needed for 
future monthly collections. Contact: Lorraine Rippel 
860-658-6438 or lrippel@aol.com. Thank you so 
much for your generosity! 
 
Forty Days of Life Events: St. Mother Teresa said 
the greatest destroyer of peace is abortion. During the 
month of October there are many ways we can pray 
for an end to abortion and a renewed respect for life. 
On Saturday, October 29, there will be a Holy Hour at 
St. Bernard’s Church in Tariffville from 11:00 AM to 
Noon. St. Mary's parishioners are invited to attend. 
For more information about these events call Louise 
Carroll (860) 653-4088. 
 
Bake Sale: This weekend, after Mass on Saturday and 
Sunday the youth will be holding a bake sale at St. 
Mary’s Church to help support those affected by the 
hurricane in Haiti. To learn more about where this 
money is being donated, please go to 
www.haiti180.com/mission. 
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