
 

 
Directory 

 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303  
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Judy Eagen 
 Ext. 304  RelED1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Principal: Margaret Williamson 
(860) 658-9412 
946 Hopmeadow Street  
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

 
 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish     Office 
if someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for   further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

Simsbury, Connecticut  06070 



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday December 3 
5:00 PM Denise Hammick 
 In Remembrance 
 By: The Proto &  
 Roche Family 
 
Sunday December 4 
8:00 AM  Susan Lewis 
   In Memory Of 
   By: Judy & Vaughn Eagen 
9:30 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
11:00 AM  Elaine Montano 
   5th Anniversary   
   By: Mom, Dad & Family 
 
Monday December 5 
8:00 AM Raymond Bonczek 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: Julia & Family 
 
Tuesday December 6 
8:00 AM Ann Wagner 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: The St. Mary’s Parish 
 
Wednesday December 7 
8:00 AM Jackie Ronning 
 By: Her Friends 
 
Thursday The Immaculate Conception 
 of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish  
12:15 PM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
6:00 PM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
    
Saturday December 10 
5:00 PM Robert Fetherston 
 In Memory of 
 By: The Potter Family 
  
Sunday December 11 
8:00 AM  Marie Malley 
   In Memory 
   By: Her Family 
9:30 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
11:00 AM  James Elliott 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: Charles & Linda Mullane 
 
 
Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was 
$12,729.75. Of this amount, $2,128 came from 62 E-
Givers and $10,601.75 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. To meet our project budget, 
our weekly offertory should average $14,900.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Parish Announcements 
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception: This 
Thursday, December 8th, is a Holy Day, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception. There will be Masses at 8:00 
AM, 12:15 PM and 6:00 PM. Since the original name of 
our parish when it was founded was the Parish of the 
Immaculate Conception, this is our feast day! 
 
Second Collection: Your donation works for aging 
religious. “I read that roughly 95 percent of donations to 
the Retirement Fund for Religious aid senior religious,” 
a donor writes. “That’s wonderful when we truly want 
our donations to work.” Your gift works for elderly 
religious by helping to furnish medications, nursing 
care and more. Please support next week’s collection 
for the Retirement Fund for Religious, and give to those 
who have given a lifetime.  
 
St. Mary’s Bereavement Group: The bereavement 
group meets once a month after the 11:00 AM Mass in 
the Lower Church. If you have lost someone and are 
struggling with your loss, please join us on Sunday, 
December 11.  
 
Collection: We are collecting new books for children 
ages pre-school to teens to be sent to flood victims in 
North Carolina for Christmas. They will be distributed 
through Catholic Charities in North Carolina. You will 
find a container next to the Giving Tree in the church, 
one in the Parish Center and one in the Library in the 
Lower Church. Please do not wrap the books. Books 
are needed by Sunday, December 11th. Thank you for 
your support in this endeavor. 
 
Christmas Youth Choir: The Christmas Youth Choir 
will rehearse on three Thursdays, December 8, 15 and 
22 from 4:30 to 5:15 PM  inside the church. All 
children old enough to learn the words to traditional 
Christmas carols are invited to participate. The choir 
sings prior to the 6:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve 
starting at 5:30 PM. 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Interested in knitting or 
crocheting? Join us if you would like to make a shawl 
for the ministry -- beginners to experts are welcome  
Monday, December 5th at 7:00 PM in the Lower 
Church. 
 
St. Mary’s Website: Our website contains important 
information about our parish, its activities, as well as 
links to other important sites. The Parish Web page is 
constantly changing and being updated with new 
information. If you haven’t visited us lately, visit us at 
www.stmarysimsbury.org. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Second Sunday of Advent 
Prepare the Way of the Lord 

 
 On this second week of Advent, John the Baptist makes his appearance, and he calls us to pre-
pare the way of the Lord. John is a strange figure; we might even say an antisocial figure. He lives in 
the wilderness eating a strange diet of locusts and wild honey. I suspect that if we encountered him, 
we would be taken aback. He is the kind of person we might like to see once, from a distance, but we 
certainly wouldn’t want to see him too often, or up close. 

 But as strange and as off-putting as John was, he attracted a crowd. He attracted all kinds of 
people. And when they came, he didn’t mince words. He spoke directly and forcefully. “It’s time to 
get things in order, because time is running out. It’s time to change and reform your lives, because 
God is about to do something new, something different. And if you have not reformed your lives, you 
will not be part of the salvation God has in store for the world.” 

 The Prophet Isaiah gives us an insight to the salvation God has in store for us. The wolf will be 
the guest of the lamb, the leopard will lie down with kid; the calf and the young lion shall browse to-
gether. This is like saying there will be complete and total peace in the Mideast. Muslims and Jews 
and Christians and everybody else, will live in harmony and peace with each other. How is this possi-
ble? 

 It is only possible if God brings it about; it is only possible if we welcome one another as 
Christ welcomed us as St. Paul tells us in today’s second reading. Justice can flourish in our time, as 
the Responsorial Psalm of today’s Mass proclaims. But before it does, we must reform and change our 
lives so that we will be prepared for God’s salvation. For, while salvation is a gift that only God can 
give, we must be ready and prepared to accept it. 

 Consider for a moment the circumstances of your own life. Are there barriers that need to be 
broken down, fences that need mending? Are there people with whom you need to be reconciled? Are 
there people you are still excluding and refusing to let into your life? Are there relationships that need 
to be healed and mended? If there are, then you are not ready for God’s salvation. If there are, you 
will not be able to share in that salvation when it appears. 

 Advent is my favorite time. It’s not more important than Easter, but it is still my favorite time 
because it fills me with so much hope. It reminds me that God will do what I cannot do. It reminds me 
that it’s time to reform my own life so that I can accept the gift of salvation that only God can give.   

            

          Father Matera 
 
 
 
 

The Feast of the Immaculate Conception: Thursday, December 8, 
Masses at 8:00 AM, 12:15 PM and 6:00 PM. 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent  

Monday evenings, 6:00 to 7:00  and Saturdays  from 3:00 to 4:00 
 

We are coming to the final weeks of our Capital Campaign,  
if you have not yet participated please consider doing so. 

 
  
 
 

 
 



December 4, 2016 
Religious Education 

 
Confirmation Prep: High school small groups meet  
tonight  from 6:00-7:30 PM.  
 
Thankful Thoughts: We pray for our catechists who 
generously share their time to meet in small group with 
our teenagers and their parents who support them. Last 
spring, a candidate who had recently been confirmed 
wrote a reflection stating, “Confirmation Prep has 
been transformative.” His conclusion reveals the life-
changing impact of your continuous support! 
 
Middle School Religious Ed: Our next session will  
take place on December 11th from 6:00-7:30 PM.  
 
Service Opportunities: Each year, our teens choose  
service opportunities under the categories of Parish Life, 
Faith Formation and Community Service to encompass 
both the Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.  
Updated opportunities are always posted on the service 
info page under the faith formation tab on our parish 
website. 
 

Youth Ministry 
 
Counting Blessings: A total of 2,290 turkeys were col-
lected for FoodShare on November 16th exceeding the 
goal of 2,016. The Farmington Valley Turkey Trot was 
started by our beloved parishioner, Mr. Jack Bannan. 
Coordinators were grateful that we were there to unload 
the last three trucks! 
 
Night in Bethlehem: On Saturday, December 3rd,  
IGNITE brings the nativity story to life after the 5:00 
Mass. After journeying to Bethlehem (Parish Center), 
you’ll sign the census and pay taxes (small change or 
toiletries for ImmaCare). Pack a picnic dinner and a 
blanket. Limited table seating is available. Join us for 
this parish-wide celebration of the Season of Advent!  
 
Steubenville East: Registration is open until January  
15th for this Catholic Youth Conference at UMass-
Lowell. Last year, seventy-one teens in IGNITE  
attended. To register, visit our parish website and click 
Faith Formation, Youth Ministry and Steubenville East.  
 
Social Media: Do you follow IGNITE? Find us on  
Instagram and Facebook @igniteyouthministry831  
and Twitter @IGNITEromans831. 
 
 

Outreach 
  

Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take 
to Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be 
dropped off in the lower church before 3:00 PM this 
Sunday, 
December 4th. Thanks for all your donations!  
 
Personal Care Items for Homeless: This Sunday,    
December 4th, there is a collection of the following 
(travel size) items for the homeless: toothpaste, tooth- 
brushes, deodorant, soap, shampoo, baby  
diapers, cleansing pads, hand/body lotion, feminine 
products, hairbrushes, combs and razors. These basic 
items will be distributed to various shelters in  
Hartford. Please call Lorraine at (860) 658-6438  
for any questions or email lrippel@aol.com.  
Thank you for your support and generosity. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry: Thank you for last week's  
donations of food. Your response was overwhelm-
ing!! 
 
Food Cards: One of the ways in which St. Mary's  
Parish assists those in need is by providing food cards. 
If you are ever in need of such assistance, please let us 
know. If you are able to contribute food cards, such as 
Shop & Shop, for us to distribute, we would be most 
grateful. Thank you. 

 
Adult Enrichment 

 
Adult Enrichment: The Essence of Islam will be  
presented today at 10:40 AM in the Parish Center by 
Assistant Iman Sami Abdul Aziz & Vjosa Qerimi, 
from the Bloomfield Muslim Community Center. 
 
Next week: A follow-up discussion on the Essence of 
Islam presented by Mike Smoolca. 
 
Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join us in the Parish 
Center on this Wednesday, December 7th at 7:00 PM.  
We will start at 6:45 for prayers for healing and  
special intentions. Lectio Divina will meet in the  
portable classrooms from 6:00 - 6:45 PM prior to   
Bible Study with Deacon Art.  
 

 

St. Mary’s School 
 

Are you a SMS Alumni? Do you know someone 
who is? We Want You! In preparation for our 60th 
Anniversary Gala in April 2017 we are creating a 
timeline of the last 60 years and would love any mem-
orabilia, yearbooks, photos, etc. to help us with our 
research. Stop by the school office or contact: Toni 
Chagnon tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net  
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