
 

 
Directory 

 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303  
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Judy Eagen 
 Ext. 304  RelED1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Principal: Margaret Williamson 
(860) 658-9412 
946 Hopmeadow Street  
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

 
 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish     Office 
if someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for   further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

Simsbury, Connecticut  06070 



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday December 10 
5:00 PM Robert Fetherston 
 In Memory of 
 By: The Potter Family 
  
Sunday December 11 
8:00 AM  Marie Malley 
   In Memory of 
   By: Her Family 
9:30 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
11:00 AM  James Elliott 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: Charles & Linda Mullane 
 
Monday December 12 
8:00 AM Mike & Catherine Johanning 
 By: Paul & June Krippner 
 
Tuesday December 13 
8:00 AM Mary Nelson 
 In Memory of 
 By: The Cummings Family 
 
Wednesday December 14 
8:00 AM Arthur Burk 
 In Memory of 
  
Thursday December 15 
8:00 AM  Richard Sickinger, Sr. 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: His Family  
    
Saturday December 17 
5:00 PM Peg & Tom Whelan 
 In Remembrance 
 By: Their Daughter, Peggy 
  
Sunday December 18 
8:00 AM  Paul Dlubac 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: His Family 
9:30 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
11:00 AM  Margaret E. Farrell 
   11th Anniversary 
   By: Charles & Linda Mullane 
 
 
 
A New Envelope: Perhaps you have noticed that there 
is a pink envelop in your box of envelop named "St. 
Mary's Parish Connection." This is not a second collec-
tion. The purpose of this envelop is to to provide those 
who have already pledged to the Campaign with a way 
to fulfill their pledge on a regular basis, should they so 
wish. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Parish Announcements 
 

Second Collection: Aging religious need your help. 
Senior Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order 
priests have offered their lives in service to others—
educating the young, comforting the sick, seeking 
justice for the oppressed. Today, many are frail, elderly, 
and in need of assistance. Your gift to the Retirement 
Fund for Religious helps to furnish medications, 
nursing care, and other necessities. Please give 
generously to today’s second collection.  

 
Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was 
$13,982.00. Of this amount, $4,483.50 came from 133 
E-Givers and $9,498.50 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. To meet our projected 
budget, our weekly offertory should average $14,900. 
 
Food Cards: One of the ways in which St. Mary's  
Parish assists those in need is by providing food cards. 
If you are ever in need of such assistance, please let us 
know. If you are able to contribute food cards, such as 
Shop & Shop, for us to distribute, we would be most 
grateful. Thank you. 
 
Collection: We are collecting new books for children 
ages pre-school to teens to be sent to flood victims in 
North Carolina for Christmas. They will be distributed 
through Catholic Charities in North Carolina. You will 
find a container next to the Giving Tree in the church, 
one in the Parish Center and one in the Library in the 
Lower Church. Please do not wrap the books. Books 
are needed this Sunday, December 11th.  
 
Christmas Youth Choir: The Christmas Youth Choir 
will rehearse on three Thursdays, December 8th, 15th 
and 22nd from 4:30-5:15 PM  inside the church. All 
children old enough to learn the words to traditional 
Christmas carols are invited to participate. The choir 
sings prior to the 6:00 PM Mass on Christmas Eve 
starting at 5:30 PM. 
 
St. Mary’s Bereavement Group: The bereavement 
group meets once a month after the 11:00 AM Mass in 
the Lower Church. If you have lost someone and are 
struggling with your loss, please join us this Sunday, 
December 11th. 
 
Simsbury Food Pantry: Our monthly food collection 
will be on December 18th. Please bring the following 
non-perishable items to the 8:00 AM, 9:30 AM or 
11:00 AM Masses: canned soups, meat, tuna and fruit, 
coffee, pasta, spaghetti sauce, peanut butter, jelly, 
pancake mix/syrup, cereals, toilet paper, and canned/
bottled juices. A vehicle will be in the parking lot with  
a sign: Food Donations. Contact: Lorraine Rippel  
(860) 658-6438 or  lrippel@aol.com. Thank you for 
your ongoing generosity! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christian Joy 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 On this third Sunday of Advent, the readings and prayers of the Liturgy are filled with exhorta-
tions to rejoice because the Lord is near. For example, in the Opening Prayer of today’s Mass we hear: 
“enable us, we pray, to attain the joys of so great a salvation.” In today’s first reading the prophet Isai-
ah looks forward to a day when the desert will exult and the steppe rejoice. The prophet says that the 
desert land will bloom with abundant flowers and rejoice with joyful songs. The reason for this rejoic-
ing is quite simple: the Lord is near. And so Saint Paul writes to the Philippians: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always; again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the Lord is near.” 

 But if you look at a lot of people today, Christians included, they aren’t rejoicing, nor are they 
filled with joy. They seem burdened and overworked. They are carrying the weight of the world on 
their shoulders. They have no hope. They are not waiting or hoping for anything. Indeed, they seem to 
have lost all hope. This is even true for some who call themselves Catholic. They bear this glorious 
name, but they have no hope. They are not joyful. 

 So what is the secret of joy, and how can we live in hope once more? The answer is quite sim-
ple: Joy is the echo of God’s life in our heart. When we are filled with the life of God, the life of 
grace, we are filled with joy. When God’s love takes possession of us, we are filled with joy. If we 
want to live in hope once more, we need to return to the source of all hope, the God of all hope, the 
God and Father of Jesus Christ. 

 We all know the importance of faith and love, but hope is the forgotten virtue. But without 
hope, faith and love quickly wither away. Indeed, it is impossible to love and believe if we do not 
hope in God’s promises. So what are we hoping for, and why are we hoping for it? 

 We are hoping for the salvation that only God can bring. We are waiting and hoping for that 
day when all will be well because God will have fulfilled all of his promises in Jesus Christ. We hope 
because we believe “the Lord God keeps faith forever” (today’s Responsorial Psalm). We hope be-
cause we trust that God is always faithful to his promises. 

 But is hope an illusion? Does God truly fulfill his promises? Or, are we waiting for something 
that will never come? It all depends on the “god” in whom we believe. If the god in whom we believe 
is a god of our own creation and imagination, there is no reason to believe and hope. But if we believe 
in God, the Father of Jesus Christ, the God who raised Jesus from the dead, then we have every reason 
to hope. For the God of Jesus Christ, the God of all hope, has fulfilled his promises in the past and 
will do so again. 

 We are in the final days of Advent, and soon we will meet Christ in the mystery of Christmas. 
Christ has come, and Christ will come again. We have every reason to hope. And because we have 
every reason to hope, we have every reason to rejoice and be filled with joy because the Lord is near.  

 Be filled with joy and hope even in the midst of your trials and you will proclaim the gospel to 
the world. Be filled with joy and hope, even when it seems there is no reason to hope and you will be 
a witness to the world of what it means to be a Christian. The true Christian, the authentic believer, is 
always and everywhere filled with joy because joy is the gift of the Holy Spirit, the echo of God’s life 
in our soul.  

           Father Matera 

 
  
 
 

 
 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent 

 

Monday evenings, 6:00 to 7:00 and Saturday afternoons, 3:00 to 4:00 
 



December 11, 2016 
Religious Education 

 
Grade Level Mass: Next Sunday, December 18th, 
Grades 1-3 will be featured at the 9:30 Mass. 
 
4th Grade Service Project: Our 4th Graders will  
complete their Service Project next Sunday, December 
18th. Parents are encouraged to join their child to  
complete the project. 
 
2nd Grade: Our 2nd Graders will complete their Child 
Lures Lesson for the year on December 18th. Parents  
are invited to attend this lesson with their child. 
 
Middle School Religious Ed: We are in session tonight 
from 6:00-7:30 PM. Our theme is the Season of  
Christmas.  
 
Confirmation Prep: Our next high school session  
highlights the Season of Christmas and takes place on 
December 18th from 6:00-7:30 PM.  
 
Service Opportunities: Teens serve in the areas of  
Parish Life, Faith Formation and Community Service  
to encompass both the Corporal and Spiritual Works of 
Mercy. Opportunities are posted weekly on the service 
information page under the faith formation tab on our 
parish website. 
 
 

Youth Ministry 
 
Bethlehem Blessings: IGNITE would like to thank  
everyone who joined us for A Night in Bethlehem. It 
was a joy to share the beauty of the Christmas story with 
you during this Advent season! 
 
Christmas Gift Idea: Parents, give your teen an experi-
ence of a lifetime. Send him/her to the Steubenville East 
Catholic Youth Conference with IGNITE! Last year, 
skeptical teens were thankful their parents insisted on 
sending them. One stated, “At Steubenville, I found God 
and what it means to be Catholic.”  
 
Steubenville East: Four years ago, we brought nine 
teens. Last year, IGNITE attended with 71 teens. As 
transformed teens encourage friends to attend this  
life-changing retreat weekend, we see the Holy Spirit  
at work! Visit our parish website and click Faith  
Formation, Youth Ministry and Steubenville East to 
place a deposit. Registration closes on January 15th!  
 

Adult Enrichment 
 

Adult Enrichment: A follow-up discussion to the 
Essence of Islam will be held in the Parish Center  
following the 9:30 AM Mass. Please join us! 
 
Next Week: Coffee and refreshments are available. 
The 4th graders will be conducting their service  
projects in the Parish Center. 
 
Bible Study with Deacon Art: Join us in the Parish 
Center on this Wednesday, December 21st at 7:00 
PM. We will start at 6:45 for prayers for healing and  
special intentions. Lectio Divina will meet in the  
portable classrooms from 6:00 - 6:45 PM prior to   
Bible Study with Deacon Art.  
 

 

St. Mary’s School 
 
Lessons & Carols: Please join us for our annual 
Christmas prayer service, Lessons & Carols. Lessons 
& Carols will take place on Tuesday, December 13th 
in the Church. The prayer service will begin at  
7:00 PM. Church doors will open at 6:30 PM. All of 
our students in grades Kindergarten through Grade 8 
actively participate in this prayer service. 

 
Are you a SMS Alumni? Do you know someone 
who is? We Want You! In preparation for our 60th 
Anniversary Gala in April 2017, we are creating a 
timeline of the last 60 years and would love any  
memorabilia, yearbooks, photos, etc., to help us    
with our research. Stop by the school office or    
please   email contact Toni Chagnon at:   
tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net 
 

Advent Taize Prayer 
 
Advent Taize Prayer:  In the last week before  
Christmas, take time out to recover your own spirit 
and remember what this holy season is really about. 
Pause to renew your spirit by stopping to reflect, sing 
and pray with others in the Church on Monday,  
December 19th at 7:00 PM. This has become an  
annual event for over 10 years. 
 

          Other 
 
Church of Saint Ann: The Social Justice Committee 
will be hosting the Annual Winter Reading Used 
Book Sale on Friday, January 6th from 5:00-8:00 PM, 
Saturday, January 7th from 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM and 
Sunday, January 8th from 8:00 AM - 12:30 PM. This 
event will benefit the St. Ann Scholarship program.  

** Snow dates - January 13th-15th. ** 
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