
 

 
Directory 

 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303  
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Judy Eagen 
 Ext. 304  RelED1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. x114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Principal: Margaret Williamson 
(860) 658-9412 
946 Hopmeadow Street  
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

 
 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish     Office 
if someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for   further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 

Simsbury, Connecticut  06070 



Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday January 28 
5:00 PM Carmel Sullivan 
 In Memory 
 By: The Potter Family 
 

Sunday January 29 
8:00 AM People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM Mary Campbell 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: Helen Crawford 
11:00 AM Linda Wolf 
 By: The Nolan Family 
 

Monday January 30 
8:00 AM Anthony Bruno 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: The Kalamarides Family 
 

Tuesday January 31 
8:00 AM Cynthia Coughlin 
 By: The Nolan Family 
 

Wednesday February 1 
8:00 AM Rose & Ben Kuckel 
 By: Jim & Rosemary Reynolds 
 

Thursday February 2 
8:00 AM Ethel Melanson 
 By: The Nolan Family  
 

Saturday February 4 
5:00 PM Jack Scully 
 In Memory of 
 By: The St. Denis Family 
 

Sunday February 5 
8:00 AM People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM Odile Rouyer 
 By: The Guibert Family 
11:00 AM Eunice Kelly 
 3rd Anniversary 
 By: Her Family 
 
 
 
 

Deceased: Please pray for Matthew Lamothe. May he 
rest in the peace of Christ. 
 

Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was 
$11,110.25.  Of this amount, $2821.25 came from 92 E
-Givers, and $8289 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. To meet our projected budg-
et, our weekly offertory should average $14,900. 
Last week’s collection for Catholic High Schools raised 
$3,142. 
 

Candlemas Day and the Blessing of Throats: This 
Thursday is the feast of the Presentation of the Lord—
Candlemas Day. We will gather in the vestibule before 
the 8:00 AM Mass for the blessing of candles and then 
process into the church with lighted candles. After 
Mass there will be the traditional blessing of throats. 

 Parish Announcements 
 
 

Winter Wedding Anniversaries: We will celebrate the 
anniversaries of those who were married during the 
months of December, January, and February on 
Saturday, February 4th, at the 5:00 PM Mass. In addition 
to blessing those who were married during these 
months, couples will have an opportunity to renew their 
marriage promises. A wine and cheese social will 
follow in the Parish Center. If your marriage 
anniversary falls during December, January, and 
February, please join us. 
 

Prayers for Second Graders: Once again we are 
asking parishioners to pray for our second graders as 
they prepare to receive the Eucharist for the first time. 
There are baskets containing envelopes at the exits of 
the Church. The envelope contains the name of a 
second grader and instructions. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to show our support as they prepare to 
receive the sacrament. Any questions please call Judy 
Eagen (860) 217-9304. 
 

2017 Altar Server Training for New Servers: Have 
you ever thought about becoming an altar server? Then 
please join us for our 2017 training. Classes will begin 
Saturday, February 25th, 1-2pm and continue for the 
following 3 Saturdays, concluding on March 18th. All 
boys and girls in the 4th grade or above are welcome to 
attend. Please contact our altar server coordinator 
(ServerLeader@StMarySimsbury.org) or the parish 
office with any questions. 
 

Simsbury Food Pantry: Thank you again for the 
wonderful outpouring of food even after the Christmas 
holidays!    
 

Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take to 
Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped off 
in the lower church before 3:00 PM on Sunday, 
February 5. Thanks for all the donations!  
 

Bereavement Group: If you have lost someone and 
would like support feel free to join our Bereavement 
Support Group after the 11:00 AM Mass on February 
5th. We will meet in the Lower Church. We hope to see 
you there.  
 

Prison Ministry: On Sunday, February 12, 2017, 
clothes will be gathered for distribution to men who   
are leaving Somers Correctional Facility and 
reintegrating into society. Since they don't receive 
adequate clothing upon departure, donations are 
welcomed. This ministry is done in conjunction with 
Deacon Art and Deacon Ramon Rosado of  Somers 
Correctional Institute. Collection will be at Sat. 5:00 
PM, and 8:00AM, 9:30 AM and 11:00 AM Masses. 
Items in need are: lightly used men's shoes, jackets, 
shirts and slacks. Contact: Lorraine Rippel at (860) 658-
6438 or lrippel@aol.com.    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



How to Live a Happy Life 
 

 Everyone wants to be happy. Ask people what they want from life, and they will respond, “I 
just want to be happy.” Ask people what they mean by “happiness,” they will say that happiness is a 
deep sense of peace and contentment that seems so elusive. But if you probe further and ask how we 
can attain such happiness, you will receive many answers. We all want to be happy. We all experience 
moments of happiness. But none of us is quite sure how to attain happiness. This is why today’s gos-
pel is so important. 
 As Jesus starts his ministry, he delivers a great sermon we call The Sermon on the Mount. He 
begins his sermon with a series of “beatitudes” that describe the “beatitude” or “happiness” of those 
who belong to the kingdom of heaven. These beatitudes are the “charter” of the kingdom of heaven 
because (1) they describe the kind of life Jesus’ disciples live; (2) they describe the beatitude or happi-
ness of the kingdom. Here are the eight beatitudes with a brief commentary. 
 Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs in the kingdom of heaven. The poor “in spirit” are 
those who know that no matter how much they possess, they always stand in need of God’s grace. No 
matter how rich they may be, they stand as beggars before God, always in need of God’s mercy and 
forgiveness. These people are truly happy because they know their need for God. 
 Blessed are they who mourn; for they shall be comforted. Here, Jesus is talking about some-
thing more than personal grief, although this is surely included. These people are those who mourn 
because of the evil and injustice in the world that contradicts the kingdom of heaven, and so they wait 
for God to set all things right. Then they will be comforted. 
 Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the land. Like the “poor in spirit,” the meek do not 
aggressively assert their will. They do not push their own “agenda” at the expense of everything else. 
They live in humility before God, and in the new age they will inherit all things. 
 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness; for they will be satisfied. Righteous-
ness is God’s own holiness. It is the sum total of all that is good and right. Those who seek God’s ho-
liness will be satisfied because God will make them holy. 
 Blessed are the merciful; for they will be shown mercy. Mercy is the hallmark of Jesus’ minis-
try, and it should be the hallmark of our lives as well. We ought to forgive as we have been forgiven 
and be merciful just as God has been merciful to us. Then we will be happy. 
 Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God. The clean of heart are those who are sin-
gle-minded in their service to God. They have a pure intention of serving God and only God. They 
will see God because nothing distracts them from God.  

Blessed are the peacemakers; for they will be called children of God. The peacemakers are 
those who reconcile people who are alienated from each other. Having been reconciled by God, they 
extend this peace and reconciliation to others. They are the sons and daughters of God. 
 Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness; for there is the kingdom of 
heaven. Those persecuted for righteousness are those who have lived their lives according to God’s 
righteousness and have been persecuted for doing so. While they suffer great travail now, they will 
inherit the kingdom of heaven where they will rule with Christ. 
 Mediate upon these beatitudes and you will find the way to happiness. Reflect upon them and 
you will know how to live a blessed life. Most importantly, incorporate them into your daily life, and 
you will be happy.  

           Father Matera 

 
  
 
 

 
 



January 29, 2017 
Religious Education 

 
Grade Level Mass: Next Sunday, February 5th , Grades 
4-6 will be featured at the 9:30 Mass. 
 
Confirmation Info Session: On January 29, we will 
have an information session in the Parish Center for 
tenth grade parents. We will discuss information regard-
ing sponsors, reflections, rehearsals, and more! You 
won’t want to miss this! 
 
Sunday Night Masses: Our spring 5:00 PM Masses will 
be celebrated on February 26, March 19, and May 21. 
All parishioners are welcome to join our teens for the 
celebration of these evening Masses!     

 

Adult Enrichment 
 

Adult Enrichment: Join us for coffee and refreshments 
before and after the 9:30 AM Mass and give a wave to 
the 2nd Graders as they work on their service projects.  

Next Week: The parenting panel series continues with 
the focus on raising elementary school-aged children. 
 

Father Matera’s Lenten Series: Entering into God’s 
Rest is the title of the Lenten Series Father Matera will 
present on the Thursdays of March, beginning March 9th 
at 7:00 PM in the Lower Church Hall. Based on the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, this series focuses on the mean-
ing of Jesus’ death for our lives today. It deals with the 
following questions: Why are we afraid to die? Can we 
find lasting rest? Was Jesus a priest? How does his death 
touch us today? 
 
Bible Study with Deacon Art: Get 2017 off to great 
start by attending Bible Study with Deacon Art Miller 
on February 1 and the following Wednesday evenings: 
March 1 & 22. Please note: during February and 
March Lectio Divina will be held in the Lower Church 
Library at 6:10 PM (doors open at 6 PM) Prayers for 
healing and special intentions will be in the Lower 
Church Hall at 6:45 and Bible Study in the Lower 
Church Hall at 7:00 PM. Please bring your Bible and a 
friend.       

 
Save the Date 

 
 

St. Patrick’s Dinner: Our Annual St. Patrick’s Dinner 
following the 5:00 PM Mass on Saturday, March 18th at 
6:00 PM.  

St. Mary’s School 
 
Enrollment: Thinking about Pre Kindergarten or 
Kindergarten? Now is the time to apply for the 2017-
18 school year!  For questions or to schedule a tour 
please contact Toni Chagnon at (860) 658-9412 or 
tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net. Enrollment is 
now open for PreK thru 8th grade.  
 
Alumni Accomplishments: Jennifer Kornacki, 
SMS Class of '12, had the opportunity to travel and 
perform with Stonehill College's Chapel Choir in Italy 
for 7 days in January. Jennifer plays the flute with the 
choir, and had four performances including a Mass at 
St. Peter's Basilica and a Papal Audience for Pope 
Francis. She traveled to Florence, Pisa, Lucca, Assisi, 
and Rome and had a wonderful experience sharing her 
faith with the ensemble. 
 
Assumption College has announced that Claire Keat-
ing, SMS Class of '09, is one of 486 students named 
to the college's prestigious undergraduate Dean's List 
for the fall 2016 semester. To earn a spot on the 
Dean's List, Assumption students must achieve a 
grade point average of 3.5 or higher for a five-class, 
15-credit semester.  
 

 
 
 

Adult Reflection 
 
Women’s Day of Reflection with Amy Ekeh:  
Join us for reflection, quiet prayer and discus-
sion on Saturday, March 4, from 8:00 AM 
(Mass) to 12:00 PM in the Parish Center. Join 
your sisters in Christ for a Lenten Retreat as 
we explore the topic “Finding Strength in the 
Weakness of my Cross". How does powerless-
ness make us strong? How can times of suffer-
ing be times of fruitfulness? Please RSVP to 
Susan Falkner at (860) 651-4655 or falk-
nerr@comcast.net to attend this event. If you 
need a ride, please let us know. 
 

Men’s Evening of Reflection:  Bill Walsh will 
lead a discussion on recapturing the wonder of 
God's presence in our lives on Tuesday, Febru-
ary 28 at 7:00 PM in the Church for the men of 
our parish. The topic is based on Fr. Ronald 
Rolheiser's book, "The Shattered Lantern, Re-
discovering A Felt Presence of God."  Fr. Rol-
heiser identifies obstacles of modern life that 
make it difficult for us to feel God's presence, 
and offers ways for us to overcome them. 
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