
 

 

Directory 
 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 4:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Business Manager: William Heiden Ext. 303  
businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Bookkeeper: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
bookkeeper@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz 
Ext. 304  DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School: 
Principal: Margaret Williamson 
(860) 658-9412 
946 Hopmeadow Street  
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

 
 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if 
someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 



Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday  September 2 
5:00 PM  Anna Forcucci 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: Her Family 
 
Sunday  September 3 
8:00 AM  Ruthann Lobo 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: The Lobo Family 
9:30 AM  Kris Moore 
   By: Karen 
11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
 
Monday September 4 
8:00 AM  Nancy H. Lindstorm 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: Mary Ellen Jenson 
 
Tuesday September 5 
8:00 AM  Rosemary Reynolds 
 By: Stephen Rodney 
 
Wednesday September 6 
8:00 AM  President Trump 
    
Thursday  September 7 
8:00 AM  Robert Andrew Jendrejack 
   Living Intention 
   By: The Family 
 
Saturday  September 9 
5:00 PM  Rosemary Solury 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: Her Family 
 
Sunday  September 10 
8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  William Smyth 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: Daniel and Arden Danzig 
11:00 AM  Kenneth Forcucci 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: His Family 
 
 
 
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take to 
Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped off 
in the Lower Church before 3:00 PM on Sunday, Sep-
tember 10. Thanks for all the donations!  
 
Recitation of the Rosary: We welcome you to join us 
Saturday, September 16th at 9:00 AM in front of St. 
Mary’s Church. In the event of poor weather, we will 
move inside the Church. All are welcome to join us! 

 Parish Announcements 
 

Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous 
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would 
not be able to carry out our many ministries. Last week’s 
offertory was $12,869.75. Of this amount, $4,258.25 
came from 107 E-Givers, and $8,611.50 came from 
envelopes and cash. Please consider E-Giving. To meet 
our project budget, our weekly offertory should average 
$14,900.  
 
Parish Office Closed: The Parish Office is closed this 
Monday, September 4, Labor Day. 
 

Parish Office Hours: Please note the change in the 
hours when the Parish Office will be open, effective 
Tuesday, September 5th. Monday through Thursday, 
8:30 AM to 3:00 PM. Friday, 8:30 AM to noon.  
 
Welcome to St. Mary’s! Are you new to Simsbury? We 
welcome you to our faith community. If you are from 
St. Bernard’s we especially welcome you since St. 
Bernard’s was the mother from which St. Mary’s was 
born.  
 
Father Matera’s Fall Series: Father Matera will lead a  
series of lectures and discussions entitled, “The Mass: 
Understanding What We Celebrate,” on the Tuesdays of 
October 3, 10, 17, and 24, in the Lower Church Hall at 
7:00 PM.  
 
What does Our Church Ministries offer? Plenty! 
After all Mass’ on the weekend of September 30 & 
October 1st , our church ministries’ will be on display to 
highlight what they offer and how you can become 
involved. Did you know we have over 20+ ministries’ at 
St. Mary’s? Come visit and find out how you can offer 
your time and talents. 
 
Attention All Women of the Parish: The Women’s 
Guild is coming back to our Parish and we would     
love to have you become involved. “The mission of    
the Women’s Guild with the Blessed Mother Mary as 
our model is to build fellowship and community among     
all the women of the Parish through spiritual, social   
and charitable activities.” Please go to the church 
website to fill out a membership form. Hard copies    
will be at the entrance of the church. Save the Date: 
October 21st for our Kick-off Breakfast. For more 
information or questions, please email 
WomensGuild@StMarySimsbury.org 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



        

Welcome Back 
Looking Ahead 

 
 Labor Day marks the unofficial end of summer for many of us, although there are still 
many beautiful days left. For all of us, this weekend signals a big change. School is back in 
session, and we find ourselves in the midst of all sorts of activities. 

 During the summer, it was quiet at St. Mary’s, although not as quiet as I would have 
liked. These days parish life is busier in the summer than in the past. This was especially so 
this year as we prepared for our Parish Connection Project. Next week we will update you with 
a brief video that will be shown at all Masses. This video will give you a “virtual tour” of what 
our new facility will look like, inside as well as outside. When I saw it, I was very pleased, and 
I think you will be as well. I especially like the handicap accessibility and bathroom space, the 
large vestibule, the added space for school and parish, and the motif of the rosary that is the 
dominant theme of our new space. 

 We are entering a critical phase, as next week’s bulletin handout will explain. Thanks to 
your extraordinary generosity we are slowly reaching our financial goals. But we still have a 
way to go. If you have not yet made a pledge, it is not too late. I have increased my pledge on 
two different occasions, and will do so once more. If you have pledged, thank you. If you can 
fulfill your pledge early that will be most helpful. 

 I am deeply aware that buildings do not make a parish, as beautiful as those building 
may be. It is people and the faith of people that makes us a parish. This is why we will be hav-
ing an old fashioned parish mission, Saturday through Wednesday, March 3 to 7 that will be 
conducted by an outside mission team. The theme of that mission will be “Faith on Fire.” 

 “Faith on Fire” is the theme I have adopted for my work in the year ahead. I see the year 
ahead as an opportunity for us to grow as a parish spiritually as well as physically. This is a 
moment of grace to deepen our faith and provide ourselves and the next generation with the 
physical facilities we need for mission. 

 It is my hope that the coming year will be a year when our faith will be on fire with love 
for Christ so that we can boldly bring the gospel to others.   
 
           Father Matera 
 

 
 
 

Important Dates in September  
 

September 17th Parish Picnic, 3:00 to 5:00 PM 
September 23rd Sixtieth Anniversary of St. Mary’s School, 5:00 PM Mass 
Sept 30/Oct 1 Ministry Fair in the Parish Center 

 

 

 

 
 



September 3, 2017 

 

Parish Picnic 
 

Calling all School and Church Families 
to come together on Sunday September 
17th, from 3:00 to 5:00 PM for  St. 
Mary's Parish Picnic, in the North Park-
ing Lot (or the fun will move inside the 
Parish Center in case of rain.) We will 
provide the Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and 
Beverages. You bring a Potluck Side 
Dish or Dessert to share. Enjoy great 
food, music, games and a photo booth! 
Reconnect with and meet new friends. 
Sign-up at the church doors or on our 
parish website. RSVP by September 
13th. Day of volunteers needed, call 
Rhoda (860 651 4027). Come and cele-
brate our parish family at the best pic-
nic ever!  

Religious Education  
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6: Our Reli-
gious Education classes will begin on Sunday, 
September 10th for the 2017-2018 year. We look 
forward to a wonderful year as we journey to-
gether in faith. 
 

Other 
 

Archdiocesan Anniversary Mass: On Sunday, 
October 15, at 2:00 PM, the annual Archdioce-
san Mass for married couples celebrating 25th, 
50th, and 60th wedding anniversaries will be held 
at Saint Joseph Cathedral. Archbishop Blair will 
celebrate the Mass. Mass will include a renewal 
of marriage vows, followed by a reception and 
an opportunity for a photo with Archbishop 
Blair. Please call the Parish Office (860 658 
7627) to respond to this invitation. 
 

Connecticut Catholic Men’s Conference: The 
10th annual Connecticut Catholic Men’s Confer-
ence will be held Saturday, October 21, 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM at St. Paul’s High School, 1001 Staf-
ford Ave, Bristol. This year’s theme is “You Will 
Be My Witnesses.” You can purchase a ticket at 
www.ctcatholicmen.org for $45, which includes 
lunch. 
 

St. Mary’s School 
 

60th Anniversary: Join us as St. Mary's School 
celebrates the 60th anniversary of the very first 
opening day on Wednesday, September 23. 
 

Journey back with us to September 23, 1957 at 
the 5:00 PM Mass on Saturday September 23. 
We are planning the Mass now and will have 
more details about a reception after the Mass. 
 

8th Grade Car Wash: Is your car in need of 
wash? Come support the 8th grade car wash on 
Saturday, September 16 from 9:30 to 1:00 PM.  
 
MUM Sale: Watch this space for more details 
regarding the annual MUM SALE!  

RCIA 
 
Thinking of Becoming a Catholic? Come to 
an informational session of the RCIA (Rite of 
Christian Initiation). There will be information 
sessions after each Mass on Sunday, September 
17, in the Lower Church. The RCIA program 
provides a way to experience the community of 
the church as you learn about Catholicism. The 
RCIA is for (1) those who were never baptized, 
(2) Christians of other denominations who want 
to become Catholic, (3) Catholics who were 
baptized but never received communion and 
confirmation. If you know someone who would 
like to become a Catholic, invite them to one of 
these information sessions. 
 

 
 
 


