
 

 

Directory 
 
Parish Office: 3 Massaco Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 
Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 
Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 
Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Jennifer Almeida and Heather Benedetti 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Parish Connection Project: William Heiden      
Ext. 303 businessmanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Operations & Facilities: Jay Reynolds 
jay.reynolds@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 1-6: Lori Oleasz 
Ext. 304  DRELori@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
Religious Education Grades 7-10  
& Youth Ministry: Kathleen Keating 
Ext. 302 youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
Instagram & Facebook: @igniteyouthministry831 
 
Music Ministry: Gena Sullivan and Patricia Lepak 
 
Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   
stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 
St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 

 
 
Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil  Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 
Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 
Sick Calls: Please notify the Parish Office if 
someone  in your family is hospitalized and 
would like a visit. Under HIPAA Regulations, 
hospitals are not allowed to notify us. 
 
Baptisms: First Sunday of the month during the 
11:00 AM Mass and the third Sunday of the 
month after the 11:00 AM Mass. Please call the 
Parish Office for further information. 
 
Weddings: Please call for an appointment at 
least 6 months in advance. 
 
Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us. 
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
Parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 



Mass Intentions 
 
 

Saturday  November 25 
5:00 PM  Bernice Kowalski 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: Her Family 
 

Sunday  November 26 
8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  William Moir 
   By: The Burno Family 
11:00 AM  Kenneth Forcucci 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: His Family 
 

Monday November 27 
8:00 AM  Evelyn F. & Martin G. O’Hara 
 In Loving Memory 
 By: The O’Hara Family 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursday November 30 
8:00 AM  Carmela M. Grucci 
 By: The Mead Family 
 
 

Saturday  December 2 
5:00 PM  Robert Hirnyk 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: His Wife 
  

Sunday  December 3 
8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM  For the Parents of   
   Robert P. Gallagher 
   In Loving Memory 
11:00 AM  Marianna Dees 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: The Podgorski Family  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Baptism: We welcome John Ross, Caroline Crowley, 
and Margaux Hecht were baptized into Christ last week. 
 
Deceased: Please pray for Anthony Mattera, Gregory 
Dublancia, and Zita Duffy. May they rest in peace of 
Christ. 
 
 
 
 

 Parish Announcements 
 
Father Matera Away: Father Matera will be attending 
the annual Convocation of Hartford Priests in Stamford 
this coming week. He will be gone from Monday noon 
through Wednesday. Please note there will be no 
morning Mass on Tuesday or Wednesday. 
 
Sacrament of Recondition Next Monday: Next 
Monday, Dec 3, 6:00 to 7:30 PM, Bishop Rosazza will 
assist Fr. Matera in hearing confessions. Since Advent 
begins next Sunday, Dec 3, this is a good opportunity to 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  
 
The Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick: Are you 
experiencing a serious illness, or are you about to 
undergo surgery? Please ask Father Matera for the 
Church’s Sacrament of the Sick. He will administer the 
Sacrament after the 8:00 AM Mass, Monday through 
Thursday, for those who request it. 
 
A New Tradition! Please join us on Saturday, December 
2nd, following the 5:00PM Vigil Mass from 6:00- 6:30 
PM for a blessed celebration of the Nativity story. The 
Living Nativity, Night in Bethlehem, featuring our 
children and teens, will reflect the scriptural account of 
the birth of our Savior and include inspiring music. What 
a beautiful way to begin the Season of Advent! 
 
Christmas Youth Choir: The Christmas Youth Choir 
will rehearse on three Thursdays, December 7, December 
14, and December 21 from 4:30 PM - 5:15 PM inside the 
church. All children old enough to learn the words to 
traditional Christmas carols are invited to participate. 
The choir sings prior to the 6:00 PM Mass on Christmas 
Eve starting at 5:30 PM. Please see Music Director Gena 
Sullivan after Mass if you have any questions. 
 
Free Rosary Repair: We have lots of parts! Send your 
broken rosaries in a padded envelope to: Betty and Dick 
Holden 7930 Estero Blvd., Apt. 502, Fort Myers Beach, 
FL 33931. They will be repaired and returned to you 
within the week of receipt. Donations of old and broken 
rosaries are also accepted which will be repaired and sent 
on to the missions. Include a note indicating repair and 
return to me or that this is a donation. Please email: 
HoldenBnD@comcast.net with any questions. 
 
Birthright Needs: Birthright is an emergency pregnancy 
service who offers free pregnancy tests, friendship 
counseling, and practical support. We help every girl or 
woman who calls us. Birthright is in need of gently worn 
Maternity clothing and baby clothing. Please call (860 
290 8800) to arrange drop off. 
 
 

 
 

Tuesday November 28 
 No Morning Mass 
  

Wednesday November 29 
 No Morning Mass 



        

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Faith on Fire 
The Ninth Step  

Commitment to Forgivenss 
 

 During the past eight weeks I have suggested several ways we can strengthen our faith so that 
it will be on fire with love and devotion for Christ. We must be committed (1) to being renewed in 
Christ, (2) to prayer, (3) to communal worship, (4) to a sacramental way of life, (5) to a liturgical pi-
ety, (6) to our parish community, (7) to social justice, and (8) to life in the Spirt. Today, I add the 
ninth eighth step: We must be committed to forgiveness. 

 Every time we recite the Lord’s Prayer, we say: “And forgive us our sins as we forgive those 
who sin against us.” What a powerful statement. We are asking God to forgive us in the same way 
we forgive others. And so, if we generously forgive others with all our heart, we can expect that God 
will forgive us. But, if we do not forgive others, if we insist on holding a grudge, we are condemning 
ourselves because we have asked God to forgive us in the same way we forgive others. What a pow-
erful petition! What a frightening petition.  

 Forgiveness should be easy and second nature to us since God has forgiven us our sins 
through the death and resurrection of his Son. When we sinned and could not forgive ourselves, God 
forgave us. When we offended God, God forgave us in Jesus Christ. When we had no right to stand 
in God’s glorious presence because we stood in sin, God forgave us in Christ. 

 Forgiveness is sheer grace; it is a gift. It is not something we can earn or deserve. It comes at 
a moment of grace when God says to us: I the Lord do not forgive you because of something you 
have done but because I love you. I forgive you because I am God and there is no other. 

 To forgive is to imitate God. To forgive is to be gracious as God has been gracious to us. We 
do not forgive others because they deserve to be forgiven. We forgive them because it is the right 
thing to do. 

 If we want to renew our lives and our parish, if we want a faith that is on fire with love for 
Christ, we must begin by forgiving each other as God has forgiven us. Spend a few moments this 
week examining your life. Are their people you have not forgiven or refuse to forgive? Are there 
people against whom you are holding a grudge? If there are, ask for the grace to forgive them. Re-
flect on how God has forgiven you and then forgive those who have offended you. 

 There is no greater experience of grace than the grace of forgiving others. When we forgive 
we are like Christ. We become part of a community of forgiveness that is a sign to the world of 
God’s grace. When we forgive and leave our grudges behind, we become like God who freely and 
graciously forgives us in Christ. 

 

Our Parish Mission Will Be Held March 3—7 

Save the Date! 



November 26, 2017 
Religious Education 

 
Thanksgiving Blessings to you and yours from the Reli-
gious Education Team! 
 
Grade Level Mass: Grades 4-6 will be featured at the 
9:30AM Mass on December 3rd. All are welcome! 
 
Nativity Story Puppet Show: On Saturday, December 
2nd 9:30 – 11:00AM, a Nativity Story Puppet Show will 
be offered in our Parish Center for our littlest parishion-
ers along with their parents/grandparents. The event is 
most appropriate for Preschool age to Grade 1 children 
however; older siblings would enjoy this as well and are 
welcome to attend. This special gathering will include a 
sing-a-long, craft and snack and is free of charge. We 
hope you will join us! Please contact Lori Oleasz, Direc-
tor of Religious Education, at (860 658 7627) for ques-
tions and to RSVP so that the appropriate amount of sup-
plies and snack can be provided. 
 
Grade 3 Ministry Project: Our 3rd Grade students will 
complete their Ministry Project on Sunday, December 
3rd. Parents/Grandparents are asked to join their child to 
share in the completion of the project. 
 
Youth Program: There are no youth programs this 
evening. We hope you are enjoying this Thanksgiving 
holiday.  
 

Youth Ministry 
 
Night in Bethlehem: In place of a regular IGNITE 
meeting, there will be a rehearsal for this Advent cele-
bration on Wednesday at 6:30 PM. Teens who are inter-
ested in volunteering should contact Kathleen.  

 
Adult Enrichment 

 
Advent Talk: Sister Regina of the Franciscan Sisters of 
the Eucharist will speak “Praying during the Season of 
Advent,” at 10:40 AM after the 9:30 AM Mass on Sun-
day, December 10, in the Parish Center.  
 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: Bible Study classes 
with Deacon Art Miller on November 29 and December 
13. All classes are scheduled in the Parish Center begin-
ning at 7:00 PM. Prior to Bible Study join us at 6:10 PM 
for Lectio Divina and/or 6:45 PM for Prayers for Heal-
ing and Special Intentions.  
 

 
 

Women’s Guild   
 
Rosary: Join us for prayer in the Church on December 
1st, Friday, 8:30 AM, for First Friday Rosary. 
 
Meeting: All St Mary's Women’s Guild members (and 
those wishing to join) are invited to attend our SMWG 
general meeting. The meeting will begin at 6:00 PM on 
Wednesday, December 6th with a cookie swap to fol-
low. Please come and share some fellowship with our 
members and get a jumpstart on your Christmas bak-
ing! Please check the SMWG tab on the parish website 
for specific details on the cookie swap or call Carrie 
Herron at (860 651 1978) for more information. 
 

Stephen Ministry 
 

This one-to-one lay ministry is named for Stephen, one 
of seven called by the church to assist the apostles in 
caring for others (Acts 6 and 7). Stephen Ministry is 
listening, caring for others in Jesus’ name. If you want 
to learn more about this ministry, email stephenminis-
try@stmarysimsbury.org or call (860 658 7627). 
 
 

St. Mary’s School  
 

Poinsettia Pre-Sale: Delivery will be in the Lower 
Church on Friday December 1st from 2:00 PM-4:30 
PM, Saturday, December 2nd from 5:30 PM-6:30 PM 
and Sunday, December 3rd from 8:30 AM-12:30 PM. 
For questions contact Jennifer Pavlonnis at jpavlon-
nis@yahoo.com or call (860 331 0569). 
 
Choice Gift Card: Need gift cards for Christmas? All 
orders for gift cards through the SMS Choice card pro-
gram must be submitted by 12-13 in order to guarantee 
delivery before school closes for Christmas vacation. 
Please call the school office for more information (860 
658 9412). We appreciate your support!  
 

 


