


Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday March 2 
5:00 PM  Florence Christian 
 
Sunday  March 3 
8:00 AM            People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM Barbara Sieber 
 By: The Nolan Family 
11:00 AM         John Molloy 
   By: His Family 
 
Monday  March 4 
8:00 AM  Patti Dorman 
   (Sister of Catherine Rivard) 
   By: Margart Folse 
 
Tuesday  March 5 
8:00 AM  

Thursday March 7 
8:00 AM  
 
Saturday March 9 
5:00 PM  Harold Schenk 
   By: His Family 
 
Sunday  March 10 
8:00 AM            People of St. Mary’s Parish 
9:30 AM Martin & Conrad Fauteux 
 By: The Nolan Family  
11:00 AM        Cecilia & Eugene Giorgio 
 By: The Giorgio Family 
 
 
AAA: This weekend marks the start of the 2019 Arch-
bishop’s Annual Appeal in our parish. For the third year 
in a row, in 2018, the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal Vi-
cariate Outreach Program provided over $1,000,000 to 
over 200 local organizations in Hartford, Litchfield and 
New Haven counties. Organizations such as Simsbury 
Food Closest, Arc of Farmington, and ABC Pro-
gram, right here in our own town received funding from 
the Appeal’s Vicariate Outreach Program that make a 
difference in serving our neighbors. All funds contribut-
ed to the Archbishop’s Annual Appeal are used exclu-
sively for the purposes outlined in the Appeal literature, 
which can be found at https://archdioceseofhartford.org/
aaa-2019-last-years-appeal-impact/ . No Appeal funds 
are ever used for legal fees or settlements.  

 Parish Announcements 
 
Weekly Offertory: We thank you for your generous 
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would 
not be able to carry out our many ministries. Last 
week’s offertory was $9,509. Of this amount, $2,640 
came from 76 E-Givers, and $6,869 came from 
envelopes and cash. Please consider E-Giving. 
 
Ash Wednesday: This Wednesday, March 6th, is Ash 
Wednesday, a day of prayer, fasting, and abstinence. 
Our willingness to receive ashes is an outward 
expression of our inner desire to repent and reform our 
lives so that we can celebrate the Paschal Mystery of 
our Lord’s death and resurrection with a renewed heart 
and spirit. Ashes will be imposed during Mass, after the 
gospel and homily, at the following times: 
    

  Wednesday @ 8:00 AM 
  Wednesday @ 12:15 PM 
  Wednesday @ 6:00 PM 
 
Fasting: Ash Wednesday is a day of fasting for all 
Catholics between the ages of 14 and 59. On this day, 
Catholics should fast by eating only one main meal and 
two lesser meals that do not equal the main meal. They 
should also refrain from eating between meals. 
 
Abstinence: The Fridays of Lent are days of abstinence 
from eating meat for all Catholic who are 14 years old 
or older. 
 
Stations of the Cross: Stations of the Cross are held 
every Friday of Lent beginning this Friday at noon. 
 
Singing Opportunity: Do you attend the 5:00 PM 
Saturday service and like to sing? The casual choir 
sings the Mass music with the leadership of a 
cantor. The choir does not have a formal rehearsal 
while offering the experience of sharing the joy  of 
singing with a group. Join us when you can by the 
organ when you attend the Saturday 5:00 PM Mass. No 
prior choir experience required, all abilities are 
welcome! 
 
2019 Altar Server Training for New Servers: New 
altar servers are needed at Saint Mary’s Church and 
School. Are you interested in joining this wonderful 
ministry?  We will be meeting on Saturday March 16th 
and 23rd from 9-10 AM and on Sunday March 31st from 
12:15-1:15 PM. All children in 4th grader or above are 
invited to join us. Please RSVP to Sheila Garilli Altar 
Server Coordinator via email at 
ServerLeader@StMarySimsbury.org.  
 
 
 
 
 

Ash  Wednesday   March 6  
8:00 AM                 People of St. Mary’s Parish 
12:15 PM                St. Mary’s School 
6:00 PM                  People of St. Mary’s Parish 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Lent 2019  
Witnessing to our Faith in Jesus Christ 

 
Wednesday of this week, March 6th, is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. Ashes 

will be imposed at Mass: 8:00 AM, 12:15 PM, and 6:00 PM. 
Every Lent is a time of prayer, penance, and almsgiving intended to prepare us for the 

great mystery of our redemption: the Paschal Mystery of the Lord’s death and resurrection. 
Lent can be viewed as a forty day retreat in which we reflect upon our life in Christ so that we 
can worthily celebrate the Paschal Mystery. Below, are some ways you can make this Lent a 
moment of change and transformation so that you can grow more deeply into the life of Christ.   

Father Matera 
 

1. Attend daily Mass at St. Mary’s (8:00 AM) or at another parish. 

2. Receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Bishop Rosazza and Fr. Matera will hear confes-
sions the Mondays of Lent from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Confessions are also heard in every par-
ish of the Archdiocese on Monday night during Lent. Confessions are also heard on Satur-
day from 3:00 to 4:00 PM. 

3. Attend Stations of the Cross on the Fridays of Lent at 7:00 PM. 

4. Participate in our evening of Witnessing to our Faith in Christ on Sunday, March 31, 6:30 
to 8:00 PM at which many of our parishioners will give personal testimonies to their faith. 

5. Attend one or more sessions of Father Matera’s Mini-Lenten Retreat, A Time for Renewal 
and Growth, the Thursdays of Lent, 7:00 PM, March 14, 21, 28, April 4 and 11. 

6. Attend one of the retreats scheduled for our parish at Holy Family Monastery, March 15-17 
for men, April 5-7 for women. 

7. Participate in Deacon Art’s Bible Study in the Parish Center at 6:00 PM on one of the fol-
lowing Wednesdays: March 20, April 10. 

8. Participate in one of our many programs of social outreach to those in need. Contact Leon 
or Lorraine Ripple for information: lrippel@aol.com  

9. Participate in the Men’s Faith Discussion Group that will be held on the Saturdays of Lent 
at 7:00 AM in the Lower Church. We are especially looking for young men who are new to 
the parish. 

10.  Read the Scriptures, especially the Psalms and the Gospels 

11.  Pray the Rosary, or join the group that says the rosary on Saturday morning at 8:30 AM 

12.  Give of your surplus to those who have less. Fast from food and drink.  Fast from your 
electronic devices!   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 3, 2019 
Adult Enrichment 

 
Shroud Encounter: St Therese Parish in Granby is 
sponsoring a program on the Shroud of Turin called 
"Shroud Encounter." Mr. Russ Breault, an international-
ly know expert on the shroud, will present the program 
on Saturday, March 9th, at 2:30 PM at St. Therese's. 
Admission is by ticket only, $5.00. Contact the St 
Therese Paris Office at  
DHKCHURCH@GMAIL.COM. 
 
Habitat for Humanity: Today, Sunday March 3, at 
10:30 AM in the Parish Center, Learn about what’s in-
volved with a Habitat for Humanity build day! We are 
very lucky to have Rose Vigdal, from Hartford Habitat, 
come speak with us in the Parish Center about what is 
involved with a “Build Day.” St. Mary’s will have its 
own special Habitat for Humanity Build Day on March 
23rd and you can sign up right there if you are interest-
ed. This is a wonderful opportunity to build memories 
while helping our fellow man.  
 
St. Mary’s Habitat for Humanity Build Day: Come 
build memories while helping your neighbor on       
Sunday, March 23. 
 
A Mini Retreat: Father Matera’s Spring Series this 
year will be in the form of a mini-Lenten retreat entitled 
A Time for Renewal and Growth. This mini-retreat will 
be held on the following Thursdays of Lent: March 14, 
March 21, 28, April 4, and 11.  
 
Retreats for Men and Woman: Have you ever made a 
retreat? Have you ever taken a few days to review your 
spiritual life, your life in Christ? If you have not, take a 
step that can change and transform your life. This year, 
there will be two retreats at Holy Family Monastery in 
Farmington for our Parish, one for men March 15-17 
and one for women April 5-7. To learn more, contact 
Gerry or Ellen Graham (860-651-6621), email  
gfgdds@gmail.com) or speak with Father Matera.  
 
Retreat Gift Certificate: Holy Family Monastery has 
given us a gift certificate for the men's retreat that will 
be held at Holy Family the weekend of March 15-17. 
The certificate covers the cost of the retreat. If you have 
never attended the Men's Retreat but would like to this 
year, contact Father Matera. 
 
 

 

Outreach 
  
Bereavement Support Group: If you have lost some-
one and would like support feel free to join our Bereave-
ment Support Group after the 11:00 AM on Sunday, 
March 10. We will meet in the Lower Church. 
 
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruit are needed to take to 
Mercy Shelter in Hartford. All items can be dropped off 
in the Lower Church before 3:00 PM this Sunday, 
March 3. Thanks for all the donations! 
 

Granny’s Attic & Boutique  
 
This year for our boutique we will accept Designer/
Name Brand clean gently used coats and clothing, 
and new shoes only. Antiques or collectibles will be 
specially priced. We encourage families to donate un-
wanted treasures they no longer need. All items must be 
in good to excellent condition and clean. Thanks to the 
generosity of Rick and Carole Wagner. Collection 
dates: Wednesday, April 3rd, Thursday, April 4th and 
Friday, April 5th 4:00 PM-7:00 PM - Saturday, April 6th 
and Sunday, April 7th 9:00 AM-4:00 PM. Granny’s At-
tic will be open to the public: Monday, April 8th to Sat-
urday, April 13th. For times refer to St. Mary’s website 
www.stmarysimsbury.org. If you have questions and/or 
would like to volunteer to collect, sort and assist in sell-
ing, go to our sign up genius at https://tinyurl.com/
GAttic2019  
Any questions please contact Jane Stevenson (860-651-
5017) stevenje@comcast.net or Stephanie McIntyre     
(860-651-3862) smcintyre190@gmail or Ann O’Donnell 
(860-658-2120) annno@snet.net 
 

Annual St. Patrick's Dinner 
 

Come and enjoy Corned Beef & Cabbage, Potatoes, Car-
rots, Irish Soda Bread, Dessert and Beverage and stay 
for the Entertainment on Saturday, March 16th at 6:00 
PM Parish Center.  Tickets will be sold after the week-
end Masses at Church on March 2nd 3rd 9th & 10th.  Also 
available in the Parish Office after March 4th. Adults - 
$17; Children 12 and under- $7. RSVP no later than 
March 11th. Get your tickets early, this is a popular 
event. No tickets will be sold at the door. Hosted by the 
Knights of Columbus & St Mary’s Women’s Guild. For 
additional info, call (860-651-4027) or (860-658-7627). 
 
 
 
 


