
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Office:  944 Hopmeadow Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 

Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.  
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 

Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 

Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Heather Benedetti & Kathy Hughes 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

 

 

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6:  

Kathy Piggott  Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 7-8:  

Lori Ryan  Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:  
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302 
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak 
 

St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 
 
 
 

Directory 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


   

  Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday  November 30 
  5:00 PM  Sheri & Jae Eklund 
   Living Intention 
   By: Lois Caron 
 
Sunday  December 1 
  8:00 AM  Thomas Yazvac 
   By: Bette & Larry Christian 
  9:30 AM  Virginia Michaud 
   By: Zim Anthony 
11:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  
Monday  December 2 
  8:00 AM  Bob Hirnyk 
   In Loving Memory 
   By: His Wife 
 
Tuesday  December 3 
  9:00 AM  School Mass 
 
Wednesday  December 4 
  8:00 AM  James Elliott 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: His Family           
 
Thursday  December 5 
  8:00 AM             Madelyn (Cummings) Fitzgerald 
   By: The Bible Family 
                                                
Saturday  December 7 
  5:00 PM  Agnes Looney 
   Birthday Remembrance 
   By: Her Family 
  
Sunday  December 8 
  8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  9:30 AM  Lou Casella 
   By: The Kalamarides Family 
11:00 AM  Deceased Members of the Robert 
   & Norma Gallagher Family 

 
Bulletin Deadlines: With the holidays quickly ap-
proaching, bulletin submission due dates will be moved 
up to meet the printing company’s deadlines. Please 
check with the parish office for exact dates. 

 
Weekly Offertory:  Due to the bulletin’s early submis-
sion date, last weekend’s offertory and second collec-
tion will be reported next weekend. 

 
Second Collection: Next weekend, December 7-8, there 
will be a second collection for the Fund for Retired Re-
ligious. 
 

 

            Parish Announcements 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: During Advent, 
Bishop Rosazza will be hearing confessions with Father 
Matera on the Monday nights of December 2, 9, and 23 
from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. Please consider availing yourself 
of the opportunity to receive the sacrament before 
Christmas. 

 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: During Advent, 
there will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the 
Mondays evenings that confessions are heard, from 
6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us and take an hour to 
adore the Blessed Sacrament, even if you are not going 
to confession that night. 

 
Special Advent Celebrations: Set aside December 10, 
7:00 PM for our annual Taize Prayer Service, an 
evening of quiet prayer and reflection. Set aside 
Monday, December 16, for St. Mary’s School annual 
celebration of Lessons and Carols at 10:00 AM and 
7:00 PM. 

 
Coffee Service: Thank you to all who have been 
serving coffee after the 8:00 and 9:30 AM Masses, 
enabling us to gather for fellowship. If you would like 
to volunteer for this ministry of hospitality, please call 
the office (860) 658-7627. It is easy and not time 
consuming. 

 
Thank You for Your Generosity: Thanks to the 
generosity of several people we have the funds to install 
handicap buttons for both doors to the Magowan 
Center, as well as to the bathroom door by the 
elevators. Thank you! 

 
Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruits are needed to take 
to Mercy Shelter in Hartford this Sunday, December 1. 
All items must be dropped off in the Forcucci Faith 
Formation Center before 3:00 PM. Thank you for your 
donations! 

 
Stephen Ministry: People often ask, “What is a 
Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen 
Ministers are the ‘after people’.  They are there after 
the phone call you hoped you’d never get. After the 
funeral, when everyone has left. After the pink slip with 
your final paycheck. Are you experiencing something 
like this? Call the office (860) 658-7627 or Stephen 
Minister coordinator, Mary Ann Pappano at (860) 658-
7532 to inquire about the ministry.  

 
Prayer Shawl Minisry: There will not be a December 
meeting. Please join us at our next meeting, January 6. 



 

         Advent 1 
 

    Dare to Hope for Something that Will Endure! 
 

 Today we enter the season of Advent as we begin a new liturgical year. For me, Advent 
is the most beautiful season of the year because it is filled with so much hope and anticipation. 

 We are waiting in joyful hope for the coming of Christ in the Mystery of Christmas. The 
first readings for this season are from the Prophets, especially the Prophet Isaiah. These an-
cient prophecies direct our attention to the Messiah whose coming is fulfilled in the birth of 
Jesus. 

 We are waiting for the coming of Christ at the end of the ages: “He will come again to 
judge the living and the dead.” How this coming will occur, we do not know. When this com-
ing will occur, we do not know. We firmly believe, however, that there will be a moment when 
the saving mercy of God will be revealed once and for all in Jesus Christ. At that moment, the 
power of evil will be destroyed forever, and God will be victorious. This is something worth 
waiting and hoping for! 

 What are you waiting for this Advent? What do you want God to do in your life, in the 
life of the church, in the life of our country? What we wait and hope for tells us a great deal 
about ourselves. If we are waiting and hoping for more of what we already have, we are wait-
ing for small things. If we are waiting and hoping for a better version of what we already 
have, we are waiting for small things. 

 Real hope transforms us because it challenges us to reach beyond our grasp for what 
only God can give us. Authentic hope is not confined to this world. Hope that transforms the 
world is grounded in the promise of God that there will be new heavens and a new earth 
where the goodness and righteousness of God will reign supreme. 

 I am hoping for a reformed and renewed church that gives a strong and vibrant witness 
to the gospel. I am hoping for God’s peace and justice that will transform and unite our coun-
try. I am hoping for a deeper participation in the life of the Holy Spirit that will make me more 
fully alive in Christ. I am hoping for all those things only God can bring about in my life and 
in the life of the world. 

 Don’t limit your hope to little things. Don’t settle for what will quickly pass away. Let 
the Spirit of the living God expand what you hope for so that you will enter into the mystery 
of Christ. Hope for what will last and endure, not for what you already have. Hope for what 
will change and transform your life.  

St. Paul identifies God as the God of Hope, and rightly so. God always gives us reason 
to hope. God fulfills our hopes over and over again, if only we dare to hope!  

 

Father Matera 

          



       December 1, 2019 
                                      
   

 
 
 

Adult Enrichment: Please join us next Sunday, De-
cember 8, at 10:15 AM for this presentation by Marek 
Czarnecki on Religious Icons associated with the litur-
gical seasons of Advent and Christmas. Mr. Czarnecki 
is a gifted iconographer and artist, teaching and writ-
ing icons from his liturgical arts studio, Seraphic Res-
torations, in Meriden, CT. His icons are marked by a 
loyalty to historical criteria, materials and high level of 
craftsmanship, hanging in homes and churches across 
the United States. He has restored hundreds of church 
statues and murals and speaks on the importance of the 
sacred arts in American Catholic churches. His most 
recently completed commission was for Yale Univer-
sity's parish of St Thomas More. Interviews and arti-
cles about the artist have appeared in the New York 
Times, The Hartford Courant, The St. Anthony Mes-
senger, The Catholic Digest, Our Sunday Visitor, Con-
necticut Public Radio and others. This presentation 
will take place in the Magowan Center Reading Room. 
 
Advent Taize Prayer: Looking for a breather, time to 
pause, reflect on and cherish the wonder of God’s love 
for us in this busy Advent season? Our Taize Service 
consists of song, scripture, prayer, and quiet. Treat 
yourself next Tuesday, December 10, 7:00 - 8:00 PM 
in the church. If you want to know more about this 
prayer service, call Mary Blume (860) 651-8302. 
 
Santa’s Workshop & Breakfast: Please join us for 
this festive family event sponsored by the Knights of 
Columbus and the Women’s Guild on Saturday, De-
cember 14, 8:30 - 11:00 AM in the Parish Center. 
Breakfast, crafts and Christmas card making for area 
shelters. And don’t forget the visit from Santa! Tickets 
on sale December 1 & 8 after all Mass. 2 yrs and un-
der - Free. Adults & children $10.00 per person 
(Family cap of $50.00). 
  
Bible Study with Deacon Art: Please join us for Bi-
ble Study next Wednesday, December 11, and Decem-
ber 18 in the Parish Center. We are reading John’s 
Gospel. Community prayer will begin at 6:45 PM with 
class following 7:00 - 8:00 PM. Lectio Divina will 
begin at 6:10 PM, please let Deacon Art  know if you 
plan to attend.  
 
Hospital Volunteers Needed: Saint Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center and Mount Sinai Rehabilitation 
Hospital are always looking for people interested in 
giving back to those in need. Apply now and get your 
name into our volunteer database for future place-
ments. www.stfranciscare.org Click on Careers> 
Volunteering. 

 
 

Men's Ministry is a fellowship of men of all ages who 
meet each week to reflect upon the Gospel and it's rele-
vance in our daily lives.  We'd love to have you join us 
this Saturday, and future Saturdays, at 7:00 AM in the 
Forcucci Faith Formation Center for coffee, bagels and 
fellowship.  
 
St. Mary’s Men’s Retreat: March 13 - 15, 2020 at Ho-
ly Family Retreat Center. Register online: 
www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call (860) 760-8705.  

      

      Religious Education 
 

Grades 7 & 8 will meet Sunday, December 15, 6:00 - 
7:30 PM. Unit 13: In The Fullness Of Time     
 To understand the importance of knowing the Bible. 
 To study the inspiration of the Bible. 
 To learn how the Magisterium of the Church has guid-

ed the complex process of the formation and transla-
tion of the Bible. 

 To learn each of the four Gospels is written in a differ-
ent way, but all reveal the truth about Jesus. 

 To reread the Christmas story in light of Jesus’ reasons 
for coming into the world. 

 To learn more about Jesus as a boy and young man. 
 To learn more about St. John the Baptist. 
 

            St. Mary’s School 

       National Blue Ribbon School 
 

Come Celebrate the Season! St. Mary's School’s first 
annual Sir Ted's Light Up The Knight Christmas 
Market & Festival next Saturday, December 7, follow-
ing 5:00 PM Mass. Free Admission! Join us 6:00 - 9:00 
PM for food, drink, homemade Christmas Cookie Sale, 
handmade crafts, Crazy Christmas Sweater Contest, 
chances to win live trees & decorated artificial Christ-
mas trees, Christmas crafts for the kids to make & 
Christmas caroling! 
 
One Stop Holiday Shopping - CHOICE Gift cards for 
Christmas!! Orders can be taken until the end of the 
school day on Friday, December 6th. Please contact the 
school office for more information (860) 658-9412.  
 
Take A Look...at a National Blue Ribbon School every 
Tuesday 9:00 - 2:00 PM. Take a tour and see the differ-
ence a Catholic education can make. 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 
 
 

Can't wait 'til November 
to see what we are all 
about? Stop in and take a 
look any Tuesday 9:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM. We look forward 
to meeting you! 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbur
y.org  
 

 

 Save The Date 

http://www.stfranciscare.org
http://www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org
http://www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org

