
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Office:  944 Hopmeadow Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 

Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.  
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 

Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 

Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Heather Benedetti & Kathy Hughes 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

 

 

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6:  

Kathy Piggott  Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 7-8:  

Lori Ryan  Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:  
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302 
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak 
 

St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 
 
 
 

Directory 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


   

  Mass Intentions 
 

Saturday  December 14 
  5:00 PM  Virginia Michaud 
   By: St. Bernard Parishioners  
   Alumni 
 
Sunday  December 15 
  8:00 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  9:30 AM  Philomena Spatcher 
   By: Her Family 
11:00 AM  Bob & Jean Snediker   
   By: The Family 
  
Monday  December 16 
  8:00 AM  Patti Dorman 
   Anniversary Mass 
   By: Catherine Rivard 
 
Tuesday  December 17 
  8:00 AM  Peg & Tom Whelan 
   By: Peg Furey 
 
Wednesday  December 18 
  8:00 AM             
 
Thursday  December 19 
  8:00 AM             Mary Lou Daley 
   By: Kathryn Smyth 
                                                
Saturday  December 21 
  5:00 PM  Edward Archer 
   By: His Loving Family 
  
Sunday  December 22 
  8:00 AM  Paul J. Dlubac III 
   By: His Family 
  9:30 AM  People of St. Mary’s Parish 
11:00 AM  Robert Roden   
   By: His Family 
 

Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was 
$13,891. Of this amount, $4,848 came from 117 E-
Givers, and $9,043 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. Thank you for your generous 
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would 
not be able to carry out our many ministries. 
 

Second collection for Retirement Fund for Religious 
was $4,356. 
 

Immaculate Conception Collection was $1,901.   
 

Are You New to Saint Mary’s? If you are new to Saint 
Mary’s, we warmly welcome you to our parish commu-
nity, and we invite you to register with us so that we can 
know and serve you better. Simply call the Parish Office 
(860) 658-7627.  

 

            Parish Announcements 
 

The Sacrament of Reconciliation: Bishop Rosazza 
will be hearing confessions with Father Matera next 
Monday night, December 23, from 6:00 to 7:00 PM. 
Please consider availing yourself of the opportunity to 
receive the sacrament before Christmas. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament: During Advent, 
there will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the 
Mondays evenings that confessions are heard, from 
6:00 to 7:00 PM.  Please join us and take an hour to 
adore the Blessed Sacrament, even if you are not going 
to confession that night. 
 

Parish Maintenance and Repairs: Maintaining our 
parish facilities and making repairs are among our 
major expenses every year. This is why our Christmas 
Collection is so important. For example, in addition to 
regular parish maintenance, this year we incurred two 
large repair expenses: (1) the repair of our bell tower, 
and (2) the replacement of the boiler in the Parish 
Center and School. These two repairs cost $50,000, not 
to mention other repairs and regular maintenance. Your 
generosity to this year’s Christmas Collection and your 
contributions throughout the year can keep us from 
running a deficit.  Thank you for your continued 
generosity.              Father Matera 
 

Gift Cards: St. Mary’s School will be selling holiday 
gift cards this Sunday, December 15, after the 8:00 and 
9:30 AM Masses in the Magowan Center.  
 

Stephen Ministry: People often ask, “What is a 
Stephen Minister?” One way to put it is that Stephen 
Ministers are the ‘after people’.  They are there after 
the phone call you hoped you’d never get. After the 
funeral, when everyone has left. After the pink slip with 
your final paycheck. Are you experiencing something 
like this? Call the office (860) 658-7627 or Stephen 
Minister coordinator, Mary Ann Pappano at (860) 658-
7532 to inquire about the ministry.  
 

St. Mary’s Website: Our website contains important 
information about our parish, its activities, as well as 
links to other important sites. The Parish Web page is 
constantly changing and being updated with new 
information. If you haven’t visited us lately, visit us at 
www.stmarysimsbury.org. 
 

St. Mary’s Facebook & Twitter:  For those of you 
who want to “friend us” or “follow us”, St. Mary’s does 
have Facebook and Twitter feeds that are updated 
weekly.  You can link to either of these sites by 
clicking on the Facebook and/or Twitter icon on the top 
right corner under our address.  There is no need to sign 
up for an account, you can simply read our “posts” and 
“tweets” to find out the latest news from the parish. 

http://www.stmarysimsbury.org


 

          Advent 3 
 

         Be Strong, Fear Not! 

Be Patient, The Lord is at Hand! 

 

On this third Sunday of Advent, the liturgy presents us with a vision of salvation that 
finds its fulfillment in the ministry of Jesus. The prophet Isaiah looks to a time when we will 
see the “glory of the Lord, and the splendor of our God.” On that day, the eyes of the blind 
will be opened, the ears of the deaf will be cleared, those who were lame will leap for joy, and 
the tongue of the mute will sing. 

 In response to this vision, we sang in today’s responsorial psalm, Lord, come to save us. 
Save us from the blindness that prevents us from seeing your glory in our midst. Save us from 
the deafness that keeps us from hearing your Word. Give us a tongue that will enable us to 
sing your praises as we dance for joy. 

 In today’s Gospel, we see the fulfillment of this prophetic vision in Jesus’ ministry. 
When messengers from John the Baptist ask Jesus if he is the one who is to come or if they 
should look for another, Jesus points to his ministry. The blind regain their sight, the lame are 
walking, those with leprosy are being cured, the deaf hear, and even the dead are being raised. 
In a word, the vision of the messianic age described in our first reading is being fulfilled in 
Jesus’ ministry, for God is doing something extraordinarily new in Jesus’ ministry. 

 It is easy to look at the world around us and be cynical. We are tempted to say that 
things are getting worse. The promises of God seem like pipe dreams, vapors of smoke that 
rise in the air and disappear. Did God really do something new in Jesus Christ? Is God still do-
ing something new in Jesus Christ? Will God’s promises ever be fulfilled? 

 There are two answers to these questions. The first comes from the Prophet Isaiah who 
says, “Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with vindication.” It takes courage to 
hope and wait for God. It takes great confidence to believe in God’s promises. But if we are 
paralyzed by fear, we will lose the ability to hope and wait for what God can do in our lives. 

 The second answer is found in today’s reading from the Letter of James who exhorts us 
to be patient until the coming of the Lord. It takes time for the promises of God to mature and 
unfold in our lives and in the world. Only those who wait in patience will receive them. 

 So, on this third week of Advent, as the coming of Christ in the mystery of Christmas 
draws ever nearer, the Liturgy calls us to be strong and not to fear, to wait in patient hope for 
what only God can bring into our lives and into the life of the world. The promise will be ful-
filled in God’s way and God’s time for those who are patient and courageous. 

 

Father Matera 

          



       December 15, 2019 
                                      
   

 
 
 

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Please join us for Bi-
ble Study this Wednesday, December 18, in the Parish 
Center. We are reading John’s Gospel. Community 
prayer will begin at 6:45 PM with class following 7:00 
- 8:00 PM. Lectio Divina will begin at 6:10 PM, 
please let Deacon Art  know if you plan to attend.  
 
Simsbury Food Pantry: The weekend of December 
28 - 29 we will have our monthly food collection of 
canned stew, canned soups, pasta, coffee, toilet paper, 
and other non-perishables at all Masses. You have 
been extremely generous in all our collections. Thank 
you!  lrippel@aol.com 
 
Men's Ministry is a fellowship of men of all ages 
who meet each week to reflect upon the Gospel and 
its’ relevance in our daily lives.  We'd love to have 
you join us this Saturday, and future Saturdays, at 7:00 
AM in the Forcucci Faith Formation Center for coffee, 
bagels and fellowship.  
 
St. Mary’s Men’s Retreat: March 13 - 15, 2020 at 
Holy Family Retreat Center. Register online: 
www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call (860) 760-8705.  
      
Rosary Group for Moms: Please join us the 1st Mon-
day of the month 9:30 AM in the Forcucci Faith For-
mation Center. Little ones are welcome! Any ques-
tions, contact Roseann Cerreta at rosiecerr25@-
gmail.com. 
 
Northwest Catholic High School will offer an En-
trance Exam on Saturday, January 11, at 8:00 AM. 
You can register for the exam online at www.north-
westcatholic.org/admissions. Walk-ins are welcome! 
Please contact Andrew Selig at aselig@nwcath.org 
with any questions. 
 
Hospital Volunteers Needed: Saint Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center and Mount Sinai Rehabilitation 
Hospital are always looking for people interested in 
giving back to those in need. Apply now and get your 
name into our volunteer database for future place-
ments. www.stfranciscare.org Click on Careers> 
Volunteering. 
 
Knights of Columbus Museum Exhibit: The Christ-
mas in Europe exhibit will display artistic representa-
tions of the birth of Jesus through February 2, 2020.  
Visit kofcmuseum.org or call (203) 865-0400 for more 
information.  

 
 

More Symbolism of St. Mary’s Church:  You may  
know that the windows surrounding the nave of St. 
Mary’s Church depict the Joyful and Glorious Mysteries 
of the Rosary, but would you like to dive a little deeper 
into the hidden symbols found in the windows?  Join us 
on Sunday, January 12, after the 9:30 AM Mass as we 
discuss these magnificent windows which are a true 
treasure of St. Mary’s Church.  We will meet in the 
Reading Room in the Magowan Center at 10:30.  If time 
permits, we will also discuss the Immaculate Conception 
window in the back of the church.  This discussion 
should last about an hour and will be family friendly, so 
feel free to bring children and a friend! 

 

      Religious Education 
 

Grades 7 & 8 will meet this Sunday, December 15, 6:00 
- 7:30 PM. Unit 13: In The Fullness Of Time     
 To understand the importance of knowing the Bible. 
 To study the inspiration of the Bible. 
 To learn how the Magisterium of the Church has guid-

ed the complex process of the formation and transla-
tion of the Bible. 

 To learn each of the four Gospels is written in a differ-
ent way, but all reveal the truth about Jesus. 

 To reread the Christmas story in light of Jesus’ reasons 
for coming into the world. 

 To learn more about Jesus as a boy and young man. 
 To learn more about St. John the Baptist. 

 
            St. Mary’s School 

       National Blue Ribbon School 
 

A treasured St. Mary’s School tradition, please join us 
for Lessons & Carols this Monday, December 16. All 
are welcome to attend the dress rehearsal at 10:00 AM 
or the evening service 7:00 - 8:00 PM. The snow date is 
Tuesday, December 17.  
 
One Stop Holiday Shopping - CHOICE Gift cards for 
Christmas!! Please contact the school office for more 
information (860) 658-9412.  
 
Take A Look...at a National Blue Ribbon School every 
Tuesday 9:00 - 2:00 PM. Take a tour and see the differ-
ence a Catholic education can make. 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 
 
 

Can't wait 'til November 
to see what we are all 
about? Stop in and take a 
look any Tuesday 9:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM. We look forward 
to meeting you! 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbur
y.org  
 

 

 Save The Date 

mailto:lrippel@aol.com
http://www.northwestcatholic.org/admissions
mailto:aselig@nwcath.org
http://www.stfranciscare.org
http://www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org
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