
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Office:  944 Hopmeadow Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 

Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.  
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 

Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 

Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Heather Benedetti & Kathy Hughes 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

 

 

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6:  

Kathy Piggott  Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 7-8:  

Lori Ryan  Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:  
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302 
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak 
 

St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 
 
 
 

Directory 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


   
     
   

  Saturday    January 4 
    5:00 PM    Lorraine Sacchette 
     By: The Nolan Family 
 

  Sunday    January 5 
    8:00 AM    Donald Arciero 
     By: The Arciero Family 
    9:30 AM    Katherine Horstmann 
     By: The Henault Family 
  11:00 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  

  Monday    January 6 
    8:00 AM    Dale Ryan 
     By: Joe & Louise Carroll 
   8:30 AM    Eucharistic Adoration 
 

  Tuesday    January 7 
    9:00 AM    St. Mary’s School Mass 
 

  Wednesday   January 8 
    8:00 AM    John Joseph Kelly II 
     “Johnny - 54” 
    

  Thursday    January 9 
    8:00 AM    Marianne Gluth 
     43rd Anniversary 
     By: Her Family 

                                                
  Saturday    January 11 
    5:00 PM    Dr. Paul Joseph McKenna 
  

  Sunday    January 12 
    8:00 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
    9:30 AM    William Dzielak 
     By: The Nolan Family 
  11:00 AM     Elinor Matczak 
     By: The Family   
 

Weekly Offertory: Last week’s offertory was 
$15,107.  Of this amount, $4,864 came from 
109 E-Givers, and $10,243 came from enve-
lopes and cash.  Please consider E-Giving. 
 

Early Christmas donations were $1,315. 
Early Parish Maintenance donations were 
$1,040. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of St. 
Mary’s Parish without which we would not be 
able to carry out our many ministries. 

 

             
 
 

Parish Maintenance and Repairs: Main-
taining our parish facilities and making repairs 
are among our major expenses every year. This 
is why our Christmas Collection is so import-
ant. For example, in addition to regular parish 
maintenance, this year we incurred two large 
repair expenses: (1) the repair of our bell tower, 
and (2) the replacement of the boiler in the 
Parish Center and School. These two repairs 
cost $50,000, not to mention other repairs and 
regular maintenance. Your generosity to this 
year’s Christmas Collection and your contribu- 
tions throughout the year can keep us from 
running a deficit.  Thank you for your contin-
ued generosity.    Father Matera 
 
Automatic Door Opener: Thanks to the gen-
erosity of several parishioners, both doors to 
the Magowan Center and the door to the bath-
room by the elevator have buttons that make 
them accessible to all. If you do not need to use 
the button to open the doors to the Magowan 
Center, please do not use them since non-usage 
increases the life of the door opener. The door 
to the bathroom, by the elevator, opens auto- 
matically as soon as you begin to use the 
handle.  
 
St. Mary’s Website: Our website contains 
important information about our parish, its 
activities, as well as links to other important 
sites. The Parish Web page is constantly chang- 
ing and being updated with new information. If 
you haven’t visited us lately, visit us at 
www.stmarysimsbury.org. 
 
St. Mary’s Facebook & Twitter:  For those of 
you who want to “friend us” or “follow us”, St. 
Mary’s does have Facebook and Twitter feeds 
that are updated weekly.  You can link to either 
of these sites by clicking on the Facebook and/
or Twitter icon on the top right corner under our 
address.  There is no need to sign up for an 
account, you can simply read our “posts” and 
“tweets” to find out the latest news from the 
parish. 

 Mass Intentions  Parish Announcements 

http://www.stmarysimsbury.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

The Epiphany of the Lord to the Nations 

 

 Today we celebrate the feast of the Epiphany, a day that is also called “little Christmas.” 
This day, however, is much more than a “little Christmas.” It is a day that celebrates one of the 
most important aspects of the Christmas mystery: the manifestation of Christ to all the nations 
of the world. 

 On this day, we read the story of the Magi, the three kings or wise men, who come from 
the East to worship the Christ child. These three kings, who come with gifts of gold, frankin-
cense and myrrh to worship the “Jewish Messiah,” represent the Gentiles, all the nations of 
the world. They represent us! And so, this “little Christmas” proclaims the epiphany or mani-
festation of the Christ - the “Jewish Messiah” - to the entire world. 

 What we celebrate can be explained in this way: Although Jesus was the Jewish Messi-
ah, the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel, he is also the Savior of all the world, the Savior 
of the Gentiles. Jesus does not belong to one people or one nation; he belongs to all the peo-
ples of the earth; he belongs to all the nations of the world. He breaks down the barriers be-
tween all nations and races. 

 The world in which we live is still divided on the basis of national and ethnic identity. 
This is even true of Christians who often think of themselves in terms of their racial or ethnic 
origin rather than in terms of their unity in Christ. But we, of all people, should know better 
because we are the beneficiaries of the salvation that Jesus, the Jewish Messiah, brings to the 
world. Through his death and resurrection, the Lord in whom we believe, has broken down 
the walls of hostility that separate us from each other. Through his death and resurrection he 
has called us to be united as one people in his name. 

 This Epiphany of the Lord to the nations - this day in which we hear the story of the 
three kings - is much more than a “little Christmas.” It teaches us the central meaning of the 
Christmas Mystery: that the eternal Son of God entered into our human nature to unite us as 
one people, a family of nations and races who are no longer divided from each other by preju-
dice and bigotry. The eternal Son of God unites us in the community of the Church to witness 
to the world that no one is excluded from the gift of salvation. No one is excluded from God’s 
love. 

 Enjoy this beautiful feast of the Epiphany. Read the story of the three kings in the Gos-
pel of Matthew, chapter 2. Tell the story of the three wise men to your children. And, as you 
look at these three kings in the Christmas crèche, imagine all the nations of the world coming 
in peace to worship the Son of God. Imagine a world in which there is perfect peace and jus-
tice because peoples of every race and nation are finally united in their worship of God. Enjoy 
this “little Christmas.”   

        Fr. Matera  



       January 5, 2020 
                                      
   

 
 
 

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Please join us 
for Bible Study this Wednesday, January 8, in 
the Parish Center. Community prayer will 
begin at 6:45 PM with class following 7:00 - 
8:00 PM. Lectio Divina will begin at 6:10 PM, 
please let Deacon Art know if you plan to at-
tend. Future Bible Study dates are: January 22, 
February 12 & 19, March 4 & 18, April 1 & 
15, May 6 & 20, June 3 & 17. 
 

Mercy Shelter: Desserts and fruits are needed 
to take to Mercy Shelter in Hartford this Sun-
day, January 5. All items can be dropped off in 
the Forcucci Faith Formation Center before 
3:00 PM. Thank you for your donations! 
 

Prayer Shawl Ministry: If you are interested 
in knitting or crocheting, please join us this 
Monday, January 6, 7:00 - 8:30 PM in the 
Forcucci Faith Formation Center. We come to-
gether to make shawls which can then be given 
by parishioners to those in need of comfort. 
For questions, or if you cannot attend meet-
ings, contact Rhoda at (860) 651-4027. 
 

More Symbolism of St. Mary’s Church: You 
may  know that the windows surrounding the 
nave of St. Mary’s Church depict the Joyful 
and Glorious Mysteries of the Rosary, but 
would you like to dive a little deeper into the 
hidden symbols found in the windows?  Join 
us next Sunday, January 12, after the 9:30 AM 
Mass as we discuss these magnificent win-
dows which are a true treasure of St. Mary’s 
Church.  We will meet in the Reading Room in 
the Magowan Center at 10:30 AM.  If time 
permits, we will also discuss the Immaculate 
Conception window in the back of the church. 
This discussion should last about an hour and 
will be family friendly, so feel free to bring 
children and a friend! 
 

St. Mary’s Men’s Retreat: March 13 - 15, 
2020 at Holy Family Retreat Center. Register 
online: www.holyfamilyretreat.org or call 
(860) 760-8705.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Men's Ministry is a fellowship of men of all ag-
es who meet each week to reflect upon the Gos-
pel and its relevance in our daily lives.  We'd 
love to have you join us this Saturday, and future 
Saturdays, at 7:00 AM in the Forcucci Faith For-
mation Center for coffee, bagels and fellowship.  
      

Rosary Group for Moms: Please join us the 1st 
Monday of the month 9:30 AM in the Forcucci 
Faith Formation Center. Little ones are wel-
come! Any questions, contact Roseann Cerreta 
at rosiecerr25@gmail.com. 
 

Northwest Catholic High School will offer an 
Entrance Exam next Saturday, January 11, at 
8:00 AM. You can register for the exam online at 
www.northwestcatholic.org/admissions. Walk-
ins are welcome! Please contact Andrew Selig at 
aselig@nwcath.org with any questions. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Calling All Kids 5 & Under! Get ready for Five 
Sense Fridays in January! Grab your favorite 
grown up and join us for some sensory fun! Eve-
ry Friday in January 9:00 - 9:30 AM.  Go to 
www.stmaryschoolsimsbury.org for more infor-
mation. 
 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week! Sunday, 
January 26 - Saturday, Feb. 1. Join us for Open 
House on Sunday, January 26, from 2:00 - 4:00 
PM. Meet teachers, ask questions, learn more 
about the advantages of a Catholic education. 
RSVP Toni Chagnon  (860) 658-9412 or tchag-
non@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net  
 

Take A Look...at a National Blue Ribbon 
School every Tuesday 9:00 - 2:00 PM. Take a 
tour and see the difference a Catholic education 
can make. www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 
 
 
 

Can't wait 'til November 
to see what we are all 
about? Stop in and take a 
look any Tuesday 9:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM. We look forward 
to meeting you! 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbur
y.org  
 

 

 Save The Date 

St. Mary’s School 

 National Blue Ribbon School 
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