
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Office:  944 Hopmeadow Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 

Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.  
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 

Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 

Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Heather Benedetti & Kathy Hughes 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

 

 

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6:  

Kathy Piggott  Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 7-8:  

Lori Ryan  Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:  
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302 
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak 
 

St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 
 
 
 

Directory 

mailto:stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org


   
     
   

  Saturday    January 11 
    5:00 PM    Dr. Paul Joseph McKenna 
 

  Sunday    January 12 
    8:00 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
    9:30 AM    William Dzielak 
     By: The Nolan Family 
  11:00 AM    Elinor Matczak 
     By: The Family 
  

  Monday    January 13 
    8:00 AM    Special Intention 
    8:30 AM    Eucharistic Adoration 
 

  Tuesday    January 14 
    8:00 AM    Special Intention 
 

  Wednesday  January 15 
    8:00 AM    Jeff Minkiewicz 
     By: The Jozef Family 
    

  Thursday    January 16 
    8:00 AM    
                                                
  Saturday    January 18 
    5:00 PM    Clint “Red” Burnham 
     By: His Loving Family 
  

  Sunday    January 19 
    8:00 AM     
    9:30 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  11:00 AM     Karen & Rick Graham 
     By: Their Loving Family 
  
Weekly Offertory: Offertory for the week end-
ed December 29 was $11,877.   Of this amount, 
$5,054 came from 116 E-Givers, and $6,823 
came from envelopes and cash.  
 

The collection for Solemnity of Mary was 
$2,863. 
 

Last week’s offertory was $12,240.  Of this 
amount, $4,158 came from 106 E-Givers, and 
$8,082 came from envelopes and cash.  Please 
consider E-Giving. Thank you for your gener-
ous support of St. Mary’s Parish without which 
we would not be able to carry out our many 
ministries. 

 

             
 
 

People often ask, "What is a Stephen 
Minister?" One way to put it is that Stephen 
Ministers are the After People. They are there 
after the baby arrives, demanding more of you 
than you ever dreamed possible, after the 
nursing home shakes your hand and says, 
"welcome home", after your family and friends 
have heard your story one too many times, but 
you still need to talk it out.  If you would like to 
consider Stephen Ministry, please phone the 
parish office (860) 658-7627.  
 

Are You New to Saint Mary’s? If you are new 
to Saint Mary’s, we warmly welcome you to 
our parish community, and we invite you to 
register with us so that we can know and serve 
you better. Simply call the Parish Office (860) 
658-7627.  
 

St. Mary’s Website: Our website contains 
important information about our parish, its 
activities, as well as links to other important 
sites. The Parish Web page is constantly chang- 
ing and being updated with new information. If 
you haven’t visited us lately, visit us at 
www.stmarysimsbury.org. 
 

St. Mary’s Facebook & Twitter:  For those of 
you who want to “friend us” or “follow us”, St. 
Mary’s does have Facebook and Twitter feeds 
that are updated weekly.  You can link to either 
of these sites by clicking on the Facebook and/
or Twitter icon on the top right corner under our 
address.  There is no need to sign up for an 
account, you can simply read our “posts” and 
“tweets” to find out the latest news from the 
parish. 
 

We need your Pictures!!  Please send any 
parish pictures that you would like to share on 
our Facebook page to parishoffice@stmary-
simsbury.org. 
 

Blessed Prayer Shawls:  Hand-knitted or cro- 
cheted prayer shawls by the St. Mary’s Prayer 
Shawl Ministry are packaged and available in 
the Parish Office for parishioners to give to 
others for comfort, illness, or happy occasions.  

 Mass Intentions  Parish Announcements 

http://www.stmarysimsbury.org


 

         Baptism of the Lord  

 
Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord: that moment when Jesus entered the wa-

ters of the Jordan and was baptized by John the Baptist. This feast, in which God declares that 
Jesus is his beloved Son, marks the end of the Christmas Season. 

 But if Jesus is the sinless Son of God, why did he submit to John’s baptism for the re-
pentance of sins? What need was there for Jesus, who did not commit sin, to be baptized?  

Saint Matthew was aware of this problem. When Jesus presents himself for baptism, 
John the Baptist objects: “I need to be baptized by you, and yet you are coming to me?” In re-
sponse to John’s objection Jesus replies, “Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all 
righteousness” (Matthew 3:14-15). By the word “righteousness” Jesus means God’s plan for 
salvation. And so he is telling John: “It is God’s plan for the salvation of the world that you 
baptize me; therefore, let it be.” 

 By submitting to John’s baptism, Jesus affirms John’s ministry whereby John calls Isra-
el to repentance. By humbling himself to be baptized, the Son of God provides us with an ex-
ample to follow. He says, “Be baptized by John and repent because the kingdom of God is at 
hand.” Jesus’ baptism marks the beginning of his ministry; for it was at that moment that the 
Spirit of God descended upon him, empowering him to heal, teach, and proclaim the kingdom 
of God. 

 Our baptism is similar to Jesus’ baptism inasmuch as it is part of God’s redemptive plan 
for salvation. By being baptized, we enter into God’s plan of salvation. We join a multitude of 
Christians who have been baptized into God’s redemptive plan. 

 But our baptism is also different from Jesus’ baptism inasmuch as we are baptized into 
the name of Jesus Christ. By baptism, we enter into the mystery of Christ’s death and resur-
rection. In baptism we die to the power of sin over our lives and enter into a new life made 
possible by Christ’s resurrection. St. Paul reminds us of this when he writes, “Are you not 
aware that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?” (Rom 6:3).  

Baptism is a participation in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. When we enter 
the waters of baptism, we are buried with Christ. When we rise from the waters of baptism, 
we rise with Christ into new and eternal life. The result is that we are a new creation in Christ; 
we are sons and daughters of our heavenly Father. 

 But if this is the new situation in which we find ourselves, we ought to live accordingly. 
This is why Saint Paul writes: “If then you were raised with Christ, see what is above, where 
Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Think of what is above, not of what is on 
earth” (Colossian 3:1-2). 

 The Baptism of Jesus marked a new phase in his life: the beginning of his preaching 

about the kingdom of God. Our baptism marks a new phase in our lives as well: a life lived in 

accordance with our new dignity as sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters of our el-

der brother, Jesus Christ.  

        Father Matera  



       January 12, 2020 
                                      
   

 
 
 

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Please join us 
for Bible Study in the Parish Center on the fol-
lowing dates: January 22, February 12 & 19, 
March 4 & 18, April 1 & 15, May 6 & 20, 
June 3 & 17. Community prayer will begin at 
6:45 PM with class following 7:00 - 8:00 PM. 
Lectio Divina will begin at 6:10 PM, please let 
Deacon Art know if you plan to attend.  
 

Men's Ministry is a fellowship of men of all 
ages who meet each week to reflect upon the 
Gospel and its relevance in our daily lives. 
We'd love to have you join us this Saturday, 
and future Saturdays, at 7:00 AM in the 
Forcucci Faith Formation Center for coffee, 
bagels and fellowship.  
 

St. Mary’s Men’s Retreat: March 13 - 15, 
2020 at Holy Family Retreat Center. For more 
information please contact Jerry Graham (860) 
651-6621 or Leon Rippel  (860) 658-6438, or 
register online: www.holyfamilyretreat.org or 
call (860) 760-8705.  
 

Rosary Group for Moms: Our group will be 
meet this Monday, January 13, for this month 
only.  Please join us the 1st Monday of the 
month 9:30 AM in the Forcucci Faith Forma-
tion Center. Little ones are welcome! Any 
questions, contact Roseann Cerreta at 
rosiecerr25@gmail.com. 
 

Winter Marriage Anniversary Mass: If you 
celebrate your wedding anniversary during the 
months of December, January or February, 
please join us at the 5:00 PM Mass on Satur-
day, February 1, so we can bless your marriage 
and you can renew your marriage vows. All 
anniversaries are important, be it the first or 
the fiftieth. A Wine and Cheese Social hosted 
by the Women’s Guild and open to everyone in 
the congregation will follow in the Parish Cen-
ter; stop by before dinner and have a glass of 
Wine, Hot Cider, or Juice and Appetizers.  
 
 

 
 

Honest Conversations with Muslim Neigh-
bors: Thursday, January 23, 7:00 - 8:30 PM 
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, Sims-
bury. This is a collaborative project of: CT 
Council for Interreligious Understanding the 
Muslim Coalition of CT and Hartford Seminary. 
Please RSVP (860) 658-0583 or prchrisd-
@sbcglobal.net.       
 

 
 
 
Junior High Religious Education will meet 
this Sunday, January 12, 6:00 - 7:30 PM. Class 
Objectives: Unit 20 - A Meeting with Christ 
 To learn human beings have personal souls, 

which survive the death of the body. 
 To learn there are two judgements: the particu-

lar and the general. 
 To learn about heaven, purgatory and hell. 
 To learn how our Catholic faith helps us when 

we lose a loved one. 
 To learn about praying for the dead. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Calling All Kids 5 & Under! Get ready for Five 
Sense Fridays in January! Grab your favorite 
grown up and join us for some sensory fun! Eve-
ry Friday in January 9:00 - 9:30 AM.  Go to 
www.stmaryschoolsimsbury.org for more infor-
mation. 
 

Celebrate Catholic Schools Week! Sunday, 
January 26, - Saturday, February 1. Join us for 
Open House on Sunday, January 26, 2:00 - 4:00 
PM. Meet teachers, ask questions, learn more 
about the advantages of a Catholic education. 
RSVP Toni Chagnon  (860) 658-9412 or tchag-
non@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net  
 

Take A Look...at a National Blue Ribbon 
School every Tuesday 9:00 - 2:00 PM. Take a 
tour and see the difference a Catholic education 
can make. www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org 

Can't wait 'til November 
to see what we are all 
about? Stop in and take a 
look any Tuesday 9:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM. We look forward 
to meeting you! 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbur
y.org  
 

 

 Save The Date 

St. Mary’s School 

 National Blue Ribbon School 

   Religious Education 

http://www.stmarysschoolsimsbury.org
mailto:tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
mailto:tchagnon@stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net
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