
 

St. Mary’s Church 

Parish Office:  944 Hopmeadow Street 
(860) 658-7627  
www.stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30 - 3:00 PM 
Friday: 8:30 - 12:00 PM 
 

Masses: 
Monday - Thursday 8:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass 5:00 PM 
Sunday: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 AM 
 

Confessions: Saturday 3:00 - 4:00 PM 
 

Visitors: Thank you for worshipping with us.  
To register with St. Mary’s Parish please call 
(860) 658-7627 or email us at  
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Rev. Frank Matera: Ext. 301 
 

Deacon Arthur Miller: Ext.113 
 

Parish Office: Ext. 306  
Heather Benedetti & Kathy Hughes 
parishoffice@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

 

 

Finance Manager: Joanne Dunn Ext. 307 
financemanager@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 1-6:  

Kathy Piggott  Ext. 304 

reled1-6@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Religious Education Grades 7-8:  

Lori Ryan  Ext. 309 

reled7-8@stmarysimsbury.org 

 

Youth Ministry Grades 9-10:  
Steve DiMotta Ext. 302 
youthministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Stephen Ministry: Linda Duff Ext. 114   

stephenministry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

Music Ministry: Patricia Lepak 
MusicMinistry@stmarysimsbury.org 
 

St. Mary’s School:  
Principal Margaret Williamson      
(860) 658-9412 
 
 
 

Directory 
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  Saturday    February 15 
    5:00 PM    David Alves 
 

  Sunday    February 16 
    8:00 AM    Florence Christian 
     By: Larry & Bette Christian 
    9:30 AM    Ashley Egan 
  11:00 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
  

  Monday    February 17 
    8:00 AM     
    8:30 AM    Eucharistic Adoration 
 

  Tuesday    February 18 
    8:00 AM    Mary & Al Swaika 
     By: Their Family 
 

  Wednesday     February 19 
    8:00 AM    Lisa Kulig 
     Living Intention 
    

  Thursday    February 20 
    8:00 AM    
                                                

  Saturday    February 22 
    5:00 PM    The Family & Relatives of Phoebe & 
     Henry Ouellette 
     By: Their Daughter Cynthia 
 

  Sunday    February 23 
    8:00 AM    People of St. Mary’s Parish 
    9:30 AM    Michael Furey 
     By: His Wife 
  11:00 AM     Maria de Sao Joao Garcao 
     By: Linda Rivera & Family 
 

Weekly Offertory:  Last week’s offertory was 
$11,426.  Of this amount, $4,601 came from 119 E-
Givers, and $6,825 came from envelopes and cash. 
Please consider E-Giving. Thank you for your generous 
support of St. Mary’s Parish without which we would 
not be able to carry out our many ministries. 
 

Full Donor Recognition Plaques: Now that our con-
struction project is complete, St. Mary’s will install 
plaques with names of all who donated toward this suc-
cessful project.  These plaques will be located along the 
corridor wall between the Magowan Center and St. 
Mary’s School. These plaques will include (1) all donor 
names in alphabetical order, (2) donations made in 
Memory of parishioners and (3) donations made in Hon-
or of parishioners. In an effort to verify that all donor 
names are listed correctly, the lists will be placed in the 
Reception area for parishioners to review and verify in-
formation. Please stop by and initial that your infor-
mation is correct.  The list will be available during the 
month of February. 

 

             
 
 

Father Matera’s Email: Father Matera has had his 
email hacked recently. Please be assured that any email 
from Father Matera asking you for help or financial 
assistance is fraudulent. Please do not respond. Father 
changes his passwords frequently to try to avoid this 
situation.  
 

Women’s Guild Membership Drive: The Women’s 
Guild is open to all women of the parish and has 
adopted the theme of “Women Helping Women”.  The 
Guild focuses on social, spiritual and community ser-
vice activities throughout the year. From Trivia Night 
fun to Walking With Purpose personal scripture study 
to delivering Easter food baskets to those in need, there 
is something for everyone.  Dues are $20, or $10 for 
those 65 and older, and help defray the cost of events 
and activities. Questions? Contact Noreen Kuziak, 
Membership Co-Chair at nkuziak@comcast.net. 
 

Simsbury Food Pantry: Next Saturday and Sunday, 
February 22 - 23, we will have our monthly food 
collection of canned stew, canned soups, pasta, coffee, 
toilet paper, and other non-perishables at all Masses. 
You have all been extremely generous in all our collec-
tions.  Thank you!  lrippel@aol.com 
 

Granny’s Attic & Boutique: New Location - St. 
Mary’s Parish Center. Wednesday, April 15, - Saturday, 
April 18.  You can help by donating gently used items 
or by volunteering. All proceeds from Granny’s Attic 
support the many community organizations sponsored 
by St. Mary’s Church. For specific information about 
drop off dates, accepted donation items and the volun-
teer Sign-up Genius, please visit https://tinyurl.com/
GrannysAttic or contact Peg Mancarella, our3pump- 
kins@gmail.com (860) 593-1512, Stephanie McIntyre, 
smcintyre@gmail.com (860) 651-3862, Ann O’Donn-
ell, annno@snet.net (860) 658-2120. 
 

2020 Altar Server Training for New Servers: Have 
you ever thought about becoming an altar server? Then 
please join us for our 2020 training. Classes will be 
held from 4:00 - 5:00 PM on the following Tuesdays: 
March 17, 24, and 31.  All boys and girls in the 4th 
grade or above are welcome to attend. Please contact 
our altar server coordinator, Sheila Garilli, at Server- 
Leader@StMarySimsbury.org to sign up for the class. 
 

SMS Grade 8 Fundraising: Support our 8th grade and 
stock up on quality reusable, multiuse totes, organ-
izers, storage items and more from Mixed Bag Designs/
Boon Supply!  Convenient online ordering - Go to 
https://www.boonsupply.com/pages/fundraiser-
category-all-fundraisers  and then click on "Find a 
Fundraiser" and enter our Fundraiser ID#1040759. You 
may also pick up a paper order form in the school 
office.  Orders will be accepted until February 28.   

 Mass Intentions  Parish Announcements 
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  Alive in Christ 

              Doing and Fulfilling God’s Law 

 Last week, I asked you to read Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) in order to 
learn how you can become light to the world and be more alive in Christ. If you read the Ser-
mon, then the words of today’s Gospel are familiar to you: “Do not think that I have come to 
abolish the law and the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill them.” With these 
words, Jesus states his intention to bring God’s law to fulfillment.  

Jesus then goes on to say: “unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and 
the Pharisees, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.” To explain what he means, he gives 
six examples, four of which we hear today, and two we will hear next week. In each of these 
examples, Jesus quotes from the Law of Moses and then interprets the law in the light of the 
Gospel he preaches: “You have heard that it was said, but I say to you …” In doing so, Jesus 
shows us how to live the deepest meaning of the law so that our “righteousness” (our conduct) 
will be in accord with the Gospel he preaches. 

Jesus begins by quoting the fifth commandment: You shall not kill. He then goes on to 
say that we, his disciples, must do more than observe the literal meaning of this command-
ment. We must avoid anger and every harsh word because the act of killing begins with the 
angry or harsh word. We fulfill the law by avoiding the root cause of murder, which is anger. 

In his second example, Jesus quotes the sixth commandment: You shall not commit 
adultery. Once more he goes to the deeper meaning of the commandment. Since the act of 
adultery begins with the lustful thought, Jesus’ disciples must guard their thoughts as well as 
their actions. We must avoid those things that lead to adultery. 

In his third example, Jesus quotes from the Book of Deuteronomy which explains how 
divorce is to be carried out. Jesus then goes to the original purpose of God’s law. Married life 
is sacred and intended to endure until death, and so Jesus forbids divorce inasmuch as it con-
travenes God’s original will. 

Finally, Jesus quotes from the Book of Exodus. People are not to take oaths lightly, and 
when they take them they must fulfill them. But Jesus wants his disciples to do more. He 
wants us to be so honest and transparent that there is no need for us to take an oath. If we 
mean yes, say “yes.” If we mean no, say “no.” There is no need for an oath if we always speak 
the truth. 

In each case, Jesus exhorts us to fulfill the deepest meaning of the law, to get at its inte-
rior meaning. Do not let anger lead to murder. Do not let the lustful thought lead to adultery. 
Do not take your marriage vows lightly. Do not take an oath to prove your honesty. Rather, 
live as people who avoid harsh and hateful words, live purely and faithfully. Be honest in all 
that you say. 

Here is something you can do this week that will help you to fulfill the law as Jesus 
teaches so that you will be more alive in Christ. Resolve that you will avoid every harsh word 
this week, that your thoughts will be pure this week, and that you will be honest in every word 
that you utter this week.      

       Father Matera 



       February 16, 2020 
                                      
   

 
 
 

Bible Study with Deacon Art: Please join us for Bi-
ble Study in the Parish Center on the following Wed-
nesdays: March 4 & 18, April 1 & 15, May 6 & 20, 
June 3 & 17. Community prayer will begin at 6:45 PM 
with class following 7:00 - 8:00 PM. Lectio Divina 
will begin at 6:10 PM, please let Deacon Art know if 
you plan to attend.  
 
Father Matera’s Lenten Series: The Season of Lent 
is a time for us to enter more deeply into the Paschal 
Mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection. This Lent 
we will examine four of Saint Paul’s letters (Galatians, 
1 Corinthians, Romans, and Philippians) and ask: Why 
did Paul write these letters? What do they mean for us 
today? All sessions will be held in the Forcucci Faith 
Formation Center on the Thursdays of March 5, 12, 
19, and 26 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Adult Enrichment and Spiritual Development 
Committee invites you to be awakened by THE 
MASS narrated by Bishop Robert Barron. The full 
schedule for viewing this series on Sundays after the 
9:30 AM Mass in the Magowan Center is: February 23 
(Part 3); March 1 (Parts 4,5); March 15 (Part 6).  The 
entire series will be shown again on the following 
Tuesday evenings in the Forcucci Faith Formation 
Center from 6:45 - 8:00 PM: February 25; March 3, 
24. 
 
Annual St Patrick's Day Dinner Saturday, March 
14, 6:00 PM: Traditional Irish dinner and entertain-
ment, one of our most popular events. Hosted by the 
Knights of Columbus & St. Mary’s Women’s Guild 
Social Committee. Tickets available starting Sunday, 
February 29. Watch future bulletins and the web site 
for more information.  
 
Jr. High Youth Group - You are invited! Come join 
the fun the last Monday of each month 6:30 - 8:00 PM 
in the Forcucci Faith Formation Center. Please RSVP 
to any evening by the Sunday before so we can ensure 
enough food and supplies.  
 February 24 - Never gonna give you up: Mardi Gras 
 March 30 - Walk the walk: Walking with Jesus 
 April 27 - Potato Night! 
 
Join us on a trip to Washington DC! Sacred Heart 
Church in Bloomfield is planning a motorcoach trip 
May 15 - 19.  8 meals, guided tours, hotel, Mass at the 
Basilica and much more.  Only $545 pp/do.  $75 de-
posit due mid February. Questions, please call Susan 
Strait  (860) 286-9202 or email tothedogs@comcast.- 
net for full flyer and itinerary.   

 

 
St. Catherine of Siena hosts parenting expert John 
Rosemond:  
 Parenting with Love and Leadership, February 22, 

7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 Parenting the Strong-Willed Child: Obedience Made 

Easy, February 23, 1:00 - 2:30 PM 
Tickets $10/PP per event, purchased at https://
stcatherine.info. Contact Kathleen Mangiafico at mangi-
aficok@gmail.com for more information. 
 
 
 
 
Jr. High School Students: Join us Sunday, March 1, 
(prior to regular class) 4:30 - 5:00 PM for pizza, and 
5:00 - 6:00 PM join Chris Becker for a discussion about 
Science and Religion with Q & A. 
 Does Science and Religion diminish or complement 

one another? 
 Did you know the physicist who developed the "Big 

Bang Theory" was a priest? 
 Did you know that Gregor Mendel, the father of genet-

ics was a monk? 
 Did Darwin get it right? 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
St. Mary's School is now accepting applications for the 
2020-21 school year for PreK - Grade 8.  The $50 appli-
cation fee will be waived for active St. Mary's Parish 
families! 
 
New for the 2020-2021 school year! Full day PreKin-
dergarten for 4's and young 5's. Prepare your children 
for Kindergarten with a well balanced academic program 
that includes Physical Education, Spanish, Science and 
so much more! Schedule a tour today www.stmarys- 
schoolsimsbury.org / (860) 658-9412.  
 
St. Mary's School is pleased to offer a Foundation 
funded Large Family Grant to help Catholic families 
realize a Catholic education for their children. Families 
who would like to enroll 4 or more children or currently 
have 4 or more children enrolled are eligible to receive a 
financial grant towards their tuition. Please contact Prin-
cipal Williamson for more information - mwilliamson@- 
stmarysimsbury.eduk12.net / (860) 658-9412.  
 
Take A Look...at a National Blue Ribbon School every 
Tuesday 9:00 - 2:00 PM. Take a tour and see the differ-
ence a Catholic education can make. www.stmarys-
schoolsimsbury.org. 

Can't wait 'til November 
to see what we are all 
about? Stop in and take a 
look any Tuesday 9:00 AM 
- 2:00 PM. We look forward 
to meeting you! 
www.stmarysschoolsimsbur
y.org  
 

 

 Save The Date 

St. Mary’s School 

 National Blue Ribbon School 

   Religious Education 
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